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AMERICAN GREETINGS 
Americard



YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
#26164 Lake Hotel
Locateci on Yellowstone Lake, this hotel opened its doór to guests in 1891. It went through an 
extensive renovation and remodeling in the 1980’s and today it remains one of the oldest and 
largest wooden structured hotels in the United States.
Photonrapher-John ELk III ■
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Orvis
AMERICA'S OLDEST MAIL ORDER COMPANY 
A SPORTING TRADITION SINCE 1856

October 2, 1990

Mr. Datus Proper 
1085 Hamilton Road
Belgrade, MT 59714 /

Dear Datus:
Thanks so much for the two wonderful days on Thompson Spring Creek and 
the most delicious lunches. I very much enjoyed visiting with you. On 
my arrival home, your book "Pheasants of the Mind" had already arrived.
1 look forward to reading it on my next trip. I also noticed that it 
was prominently displayed in the main book store in Bozeman and, much 
to my surprise, my wifefs cookbook "Game in Season" was right behind 
it. I hope it does well for you, and I look forward to reading it.
In the next day or so, we will be sending you an 8-1/2 for 2 weight rod 
with reel and a weight forward 3 weight line. The line will have a 
braided front loop on it, and I am sending a packet of braided leaders 
for light lines 3, 4, 5 with it. I am also sending you a leader 

\) without a loop on it which is designed for 1 and 2 weight lines. It 
needs to be Permabo^ed onto the end of the~Tine. I suggest you might 

r try your 3 weight line with a loop-to-loop splice on the standard light 
line braided leader first. The loops, when properly mated, tend to 
slip through the rod quite easily. If that doesn’t work, try the 1 and
2 weight braid on your 3 weight line, or use that for your 2 weight 
line.
Anyway, I hope you have a chance to use ft before the season is over, 
and I sure look forward to seeing you next season. Thanks again.

Sincerely,
THE ORVIS COMPANY INC.

Le: w
President
LHP/vf

THE ORVIS COMPANY, INC. •  MANCHESTER, VERMONT 0 5 2 5 4  •  8 0 2 -3 6 2 -3 6 2 2
TELECOPIER: 802-362-3525 •  TELEX: 382671
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I n ­’SJt  really means a lot to us 

to have a son like you,
JLnd, naturally, it means a 

to know you're happy, too, ' j  § 
<3o this has come with 

for the nicest kind of day 
JLn d a special year to follow  2̂ 

that brings life's best your §
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AMBASSADOR CARDS
©  HALLMARK CARDS, INC.

MADE IN U.S.A.

1 6 0 B  6 7 0  G

009200014794



B Y  A P P O I N T M E N T  T O  
H E R  M A J E S T Y  Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  II 

C A R T R I D G E  M A K E R S

B Y  A P P O I N T M E N T  T O  
H R . H .  T H E  D U K E  O F  E D I N B U R G H  

G U N  M A K E R S

D IR E C T O R S :
LORD SHERWOOD 

( C H A I R M A N )

CAPT. J . A. PURDEY 

V. S. J . SEELY

C. H. LAW RENCE, M .B .E . 
( M A N A G I N G  D I R E C T O R )

A. J. R. CO LLINS 

HON. R. B. BEAUMONT

e h j hA e b

JAMES PURDEY & SONS LTD.
( I N C O R P O R A T I N G  J A M E S  W O O D W A R D  & S O N S )

CUN, RIFLE AND CARTRIDGE MAKERS
MOULD AND PRECISION TOOL MAKERS

A . I . D .  A P P R O V E D

57-58 SOUTH AUDLEY STREET, W .l .
T E L E P H O N E : G R O S V E N O R  1 8 0 1 / 2  

T E L E G R A M S : P U R D E Y , A U D L E Y  L O N D O N

■yjgf ACTOljf
IR O N G A T E  W H A R F  R O A D , 

P R A E D  S T R E E T . 
P A D D IN G T O N , W .2 .  

P H O N E :  PADDINGTON 7 6 6 3 /9

AIR M I L 8th July, 1958,

Datus C. Proper, E ssl. 
American Vice Consul, 
American Consulate, 
Luanda,
Angola,
AFRICA.

Sir,
We are obliged for your letter of the 

E M  July and have sent you, under separate cover, a 
eopy of our latest Catalogue giving all the details 
and prices of the weapons of our manufacture.

We need hardly say how pleased we should be 
to build you a gun suitable for shooting in all parts 
of the world - with a set of extra barrels.

The export price ruling at to-day’s date for
a new best IE bore Hammerless Ejector Single Trigger 
Side-by-Side gun, chambered for E-3/4 inch cartridges, 
with our standard fine engraving and beavertail forepart 
with selective ejectors and India rubber anti-reeoil 
heelplate is £570.0.0d. Sterling. An extra pair of barrels 
for this gun would be £130.0.Od. Sterling for export.

The gun could be supplied either in a new 
best single oak and leather case, complete with 
cleaning fittings, which now c o s t s  £45.1.0d% Sterling 
for export, or in a H0W D8 st single leather lightweight ’’Motor” 
case, complete with cleaning fittings, which now costs 
£30.l6.0d. Sterling for export.

\  /over..........
ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE HEAD OFFICE. GRO 1801



JAMES PURDEY 8 t SONS, LTD .-----C O N T I N U E ! ? .

- 2-

Our terms for a new gun with an extra pair 
of barrels are a deposit of £2o0.Q.0d. Sterling when the ord̂  
is placed and the balance before shipment, which would 
be about 8 to 9 months from the date of the receipt of 
the order and the deposit.

Trusting that we may be favoured with your 
order which, we can assure you, would have the very best 
care and personal attention of our Managing Director,
Mr. G.H. Lawrence.

arxr1
Sir.

four obedient Servants,
t a t i  irn* r t  *n  T i n  Txm  x r  o n  rx h i n  7AM2S PIEDS Y SOIN ,TD.

Secretary 7*



February 15, 1988

Mr. Leigh Perkins 
The Orvis Company, Inc.
10 River Road 
Manchester, Vermont 05254

Dear Leigh,
The enclosure explains itself. Thought you might have an 

interest.
Hoping to see you folks again next summer. Would like to 

show you my shorthair puppy. He figured out what to do about 
pheasants before he was six months old -- I just took him out 
hunting. Sort of a triumph of genes over training.

Yours,

Enclosed: copy of letter to John Harder



Datus C. Proper 
1914 N. Johnson St. 
Arlington, VA 22207
Feb. 1, 1937

Mr. Thomas R. Pero 
Editor, Trout magazine 
Box 5225
Bend, Oregon 97708 
Dear Tom,

I've been reviewing my notes to figure out the best time 
for a photo project in Shenandoah. On about May 7, the first 
faint green should be showing on trees at the bottom end of the 
Park, and the flowers should be good (dogwoods and trilliums). If 
you want more green, you could come in late May. By that time 
there won't be many flowers and there is a chance (depending on 
the spring rains) that the creeks will start running low. I guess 
you know the way it works: when the leaves are fully out, they 
suck up a lot of water. Some of the best pictures are taken when 
we happen to hit both high water and lots of green. I also like 
the first faint green of the year, but at that time the streams 
don't seem as intimate —  photos taken in Shenandoah in April 
look much like the Catskills. Anyhow, this will allow you to 
think about the effect you want and plan accordingly.

The fishing is best when the water is fairly high. Perhaps 
the weekend of May 9/10 would be the safest bet from that angle. 
But you may be more interested in the photos than the fishing. By 
the way, be sure to bring felt-sole hip boots. I've already given 
my OM-4 one bath.

I'll try to be available any time in May if you give me some 
notice. We'll be selling our house then, but Anna will let me 
sneak off for a while. Weekends are best for me, but I can also 
try to get a day off work during the week.

I've already started to write something about the Park 
fishing, to discuss when you're here. I like the streams so much 
that I've considered doing a book on them, and could make it 
fairly meaty.

Will ask Bill Horn to put me in touch with Park people for 
their latest stream research. He might even sneak off and go 
fishing with us himself, and he looks good in photos.

Yours,



Mr. Tom Pero, Editor 
Trout Magazine 
Box 6225
Bend, Oregon 97708 
Dear Tom,

Here's the article on flies over the last thirty years. It's 
different, at least. Hope I haven't upset too many of the Famous 
Fly Tyers by failing to push their creations. There just isn't 
space. This turns out to be a big topic.

Statistics are dull, but they seemed necessary to anchor the 
piece. It's a case of fact being stranger than fiction. Without 
the figures, no one (including me) would have believed some of 
this stuff. Anyhow, I tried to weave the figures into the text, 
and then for consistency used numerals rather than words for most 
of them. Hope this doesn't look too odd. If it does we could 
revert to the custom of spelling out "six" but using numerals for 
6,000.

I've had some other letters on our Shenandoah piece, one 
from a friend in Field & Stream; and that reminds me that Gene 
Hill wrote about the Marinaro piece. It's interesting that the 
stuff in Trout seems to get more notice than most of what I 
publish elsewhere. I work equally hard on everything. The 
difference, I think, must be that you're willing to run longer 
articles, and you do your planning in time to allow research. 
That helps a lot.

Yours,



Datus C. Proper 
1914 N. Johnson St. 
Arlington, Va 22207

Dear Tom,
Enclosed, if you have any use for them, are copies of 

replies I've sent to a couple of the letters from readers of the 
Marinaro story. These aren't for publication, obviously. You 
might like to know that I also got notes from Herbert Wellington 
and Gene Hill, both of which made me happy. Gene sent me an old 
salmon fly tied by Vince.

The following is something you can use, if you like, should 
you publish Dr. Knoch's letter on the real "discoverer” of the 
trico. Tried to make it shorter but the point seems more 
complicated than I thought. I sure failed to make myself clear to 
Dr. K the first time around.

Point well taken: Dr. Knoch was there and his information is more 
complete than mine. Let's give Pfeiffer and Knoch the credit they 
deserve.
I should have made clear that 
the first to fish the Tricoryt 
he credited Fox with the term 
other sources. Pfeiffer wasn't 
Vince knew who was the very fi 
catch a fish on its imitation, 
amazed if some researcher turn 
reference. In a sport as old a 
be certain that anyone was abs

Marinaro did not claim to have been 
hodes hatch. In his 1969 article, 
"hidden hatch" and cited three 
one of them, but then I doubt that 

rst human to spot the trico or 
I'm sure I don't know. I won't be 

s up a probable 19th-century 
s ours, it's usually impossible to
olutely first at anything.

"Discover," however, has more than one meaning, and I tried to 
make mine clear when I said that Vince's 1969 article "was the 
angling equivalent of Columbus's discovery of 1492." Marinaro 
did, I guess, put trico fishing on the map.

Yours,
Enclosed: copies of letters

1
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