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Gcteber 27, 1976

IO N RO N SOTRS @
Arbington, Vaiu 22207

Meonvaincen

Doesn't look like 1'll be doing much fishing with you
in October, which I regret. Have been staying home and
having a baby (October 8). Everything turned out fine.It's
a male fisherperson.

<
T should Ffind some excuse Etoiget up your way SOOH. wWill
be doing some hunting in the limestone country in early
Nowember, Usually 1 go/over west of Chambersburg, but there
are bound to be birds around Carlisle too. My new pointer
is turning out to be an exceptional dog.

Your comments on my Chapter 13 were so.helpful that I'm
taking iheiiberbyson sending 'you Chapter 14 herewith.Don't
let i’ be a burden and =X don't bother to send it back. Goes
without saying that I would bLe delighted to let you have any of
the manuscrppt you want. It's been readys foriziyvear, but my

publisher is even slower than yours. I may have to change.
On the points you raised:

—— I've never had access to a proper slant kakmx tank.
Have fiddledaround some with more portable expedients, but
they have not allowea the kind of observation vou have clearly
dones T'dilove to jtake a‘pees through your tank someday.

—— How should we define a thorax dun? You're the last word.
So far, I have not accepted that any fly with the hackle i, e
midgle is the real thTing. I don't care for the limp wing
and .normal hackle of the Orvis version, for example. Even Sid
Neff's version, while beautifully tied, does not seem to me to
offer distinct advantages over other desiqgns. [Un the othex
hand, your original £kyx design coes.

~L i Wl change my Stakbement tihatia thorax dun takes half an
hour to bie. bub,I guessiit's ‘true that trimmed wings and

X hackle do make a non-Commercial design. Buk I ireckon that's
kind of a good thing. Am I wrong?

—~ Although I don't much care for the no-heekle F v T
reckoncxpk itls g Falr empergeridnfa panrtow Laigs OF . Zxisizca.
L& L orked (OK For me with size 20 {Mustad) hatchies. Definitelyi
not an unspent spinner, Gincemost oflithem Tideiiiigh. el

—— I'm fascinated by your observation of ovipositing
1ive

i - 3
Ephemerellas. The true BWO also has the egg sac, anc
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never been sure when it's lost. Maybe we should stick to
& hallrespene design, though the fully spent version seems

To work UK

T have a good marrow spoon that ¥ gotifrom Dick Harris,
and maybe I can locate aRmRREXEX another one -- but g &
hard to get mail out of him. Will take the problem under
advisement, as we Say in the bureaucracy.

Thanks again. Hope +to see you soon.
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DattusSC. Proper
1914 N. Johnson St.
Arlington, Va. 22207

December 7, 1976

Enclosed are two of my chapters which are close to the kind
of work you have done. 1I've had the rise-form chapter written
for a year but held it till your book came out. Have made only
minor revisions, since the tack I have taken is somewhat different
and ddées not seem to conflict with your ideas.

The Color Chapter has had a lot of work anc may need more if
you are kind enough to comment on it. I have not made any recent
revisions.

If it's convenient for you, maybe I could drive up there
this winter to get your comments. Would also love to see your
slant-tank.

I'll write my London publisher and push him on timing. He's
put me off for a year,! and if he can't give me a prompt date,I'll
accept your good offer of advice on a U.S. publisher. Would be a
lot easier to be close, of course.

I've finished your new book and do consider it (for my interests)

d
the best thing on the market by far gince your first one. I can't see
le

your work on rise-forms being equal
a landmark. :

d for a very long time. It's

Two or three small comments/questions, since you asked me:

== I think I've seen trout in England and Ireland swimming
over under the fly at sufficient depth to get it in the
window. Believe I noted this when hard-pounded@ fish
were rising to daylight sedges and greendrakes. But
this would have to be corroborated by your kind of research.
I do have the impression that color is important only
for components that are in or under the surface. Such
components could, of course, be seen outside the window.
This would tend to support the idea that kxmmm trout
don't get a clear view of components above the surface,
even through the window.

As a suggestion, you might do some work on the reflection
of hmgx hook points. Harding thought this very important,
and I have been inclined to agree. (I'm a great admirer
of Harding.) Could explain some of the advantages of
fine-wire hooks, aside from behavior.

--re the Game of Nods: At some point, I'd like to see you
speculate on the connection of all your patterms to the
naturals, as you did with the housefly.




ILCHLAL N diehuagon She e
Arlington, Va. 22207

Dear Vince:

Well, here's the first half of my book, more or less.
You already have some of the last half, which I'm also
retyping. Except for things like the table of contehss
and acknowledgments, the draft is complete now.

In the enclosed chapters, I hope you'll agree that I
have tried to take your xmmsrx recent advice seriously.
Did some fairly extensive rewriting. There are going to
be some few chapters that are just heavy going (like Color),
but there is now a fair bit of narrative -- less dense stuff.

I surely hope you'll keep up the comments.Alhtough some
other friends are seeing bits and pieces, you're the one I
really need for basic criticism. A different perspective from
my own is very important; I've lived with this so long
now that I can't do much good talkigg to myself.

I have been threaténing to come see you for months now
but will definitely make it in May, if you're available.
There's enough manuscript to talk about now, and my new

Irish wife will #x be off in Cork with my new half-Irish baby,
so I can abandon the garden without getting caught.

I'll call you in the meantime, and maybe we can even
go fishing on Penn's Creek or the Letort. I've got a whiz of
an imitation XexxkRexHxx (I think) for the hatching
Jagolio .

Enclosed: '"alf a book.




