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Field & Stream 
1085 Hamilton Road 
Belgrade, MT 59714 
(406)388-3345

Datus Proper 
Contributing Editor

December 19, 1994
Jim Marti
Burnt Creek Setters 
Baldwin, ND 58521-9768
Dear Jim,

Thanks for your letter, which is of real help. You point out 
an important lapse in my addendum: I should have mentioned 
breeders of pointing dogs that are designed for hunting, not 
trials. If there is still time (but there may not be), I will 
rectify this. There is certainly not time to change the shorter 
version I sent to Gun Dog magazine.

The problem may be the paradigm -- which for most American 
pointing dogs is, I suspect, set by our field trials. It's not 
the only one possible. Brits and Germans have a different 
paradigm, and so did we, once upon a time. It was a hunting 
paradigm then. Now it seems to have something to do with style -- 
field trial style.

I'd like to see a field trial for hunting dogs. Credit for 
Style rigorously forbidden. Points awarded for finding birds, 
holding them, and getting a shot for the human.

Assuming you can retrieve your letter, have a look at your 
paragraph on the movable point (p.2). If I were a 
breeder/trainer, I might agree with it, because people getting 
your dogs need to be given rules for control. Your rules work.

My old shorthair, however, does not just creep on point -- 
he trails the bird as fast as he can follow scent. I am far 
behind. I have no control. He does. It does not always work. If 
the bird can be held, however, he'll probably do it. He always 
tries to do it, switching from run to creep to loop to point at 
his own initiative.

When he was a pup, there was indeed chaos sometimes -- birds 
flushed that could have been held. He's cautious now. So these 
rules work too, if you get the right pup young and get him out 
enough.

Yours,

W"W Times Mirror U  Magazines
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April 6, 1990

Datus Proper 
1085 Hamilton Road 
Belgrade, MT 59714

Hi Datus,
It was a pleasure, as usual, to speak with you again. I 
have enclosed two directories. The New England Outdoor 
Writers Assn., has been checked off in green and red for 
those names you may want to use.
I did not go through the OWAA directory, because I’m not 
familiar with key figures throughout the country. I suggest 
you carefully look at each for their credentials, and how 
they may be applied for your purposes.
Some of the NEOWA people will be found among OWAA members. 
Be careful not to duplicate when culling.
Good fortune with your latest creation. We’re certain it 
will be a lasting success. It’s heartening to know I can be 
of help, please call any time.
Continued success.
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J O H N  S .  M A Z E L L A , M .D . ,  P .C .
Diplomate American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery 

39 Smith Avenue 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

(914)241-1808

Sports Medicine 
Arthroscopic Surgery

Reconstructive Surgery 
The Hip and Knee
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ŷy\jZL£~~~
\<T&



“' 7 ' ^  o  7-Ö--7
/L^l

A

¿yy\sts

jix 7
" 7

Û

—  y i ^ y¿ w s s ^  " ^ i
< r ~'  / ,  '̂ f W :  /• '■ 7 ' i / ^

3
JLct~~ /yr-*-

O

'< r
7

iflsj w r - ^ 0a

5 " A ÿ /
¿z"*

A/ L

y r
¿oAJ*-z7

Crfiris*-'
^  c^ 7

¿y

y K j? -¿ ^ á -1~JL





1  ¿ t m y  /*■JL4c/ a - * S  .

o u u l f f /  < z A ¿ < i  c / ¿ ? é  <c?3

\
o w

c
(pryL£ <o >m . / ** ^^*«*'**<

çy^lfyyULAA-V «*> -ex ~£tAASt& ÿ

(x&to outcÇYïiaUZ-

X ^ C  /¿julaS  <3*f

<j u  cjUL

' 7 ^  <á¿v^
ex/

¿i9¿- < ¿ ^ W ~



HC
A

Pi* 4inM m erla i

Pt* do QueimaJo

* VILA PRAIA 
ÛA VITORIA

i‘ •» * Î W Î A
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COMISSftO VENATÒRIA DE ANGRA DO HEROISMO

CÔELHODe 1 a 31 de Janeiro  e do último Domingo de Ju lh o  até 31 de Dezembro
ROMBO DA ROCHA De I  de Janeiro até  31 de Dezembro

CALENDARIO P A R À "l9 8 Ì

CODORNIZ

Pe 1 de Novembro até 
ao segundo Domingo de 
J aneiro, aos Domingos 
e Feriados Nacionais

NARCEJA E AVES DE 
RAPIÑA

Proibida a caga

\  GALINHOÜT 
Caga ^o "Salió" de 
1 de Novembro até 
31 de Uezémbro aos 
Domingos e Perla -  
dos Nacionais,

POMBOTORCAZ 
De 1 de Set; a 31 
de Out. é dç 1 de 
Fev. até 31 de Mar_ 
go aos Domingos, 
Quintas ©Feriados 
Nacionais

ZONA PE CACA PERMANENTE AO COELHO BRAVO, PELOS MÉTODOS LEGAIS:

De to da  a l i n h a  da c o s t a  l i m i t a d a  para o i n t e r i o r  da s e g u l n t e  formas p a r t iiido da Vinha Brava para n a s c e n t e  p e l a  E . R .  n® 2-13 a t é  ao cruzamento da C añ ad a da R i b e i r i n h a  segu ind o  por e s t a  a t é  E . R .  n2 1 - 1 3 ,  s e g u ind o  p e l a  Cañada  da P r a i a  a t é  a R i b e i r a  Seca c o n tinu a nd o  a E .M . 513, segu ind o  para a E . R .  n 21 - 
-13 ao s i t i o  do P i c o  C e l e i r o ,  v o l t a n d o  p e l a  E .M .  1030, a t e  a E s t r a d a  E .M .  514 F o n t i n h a s  e segu ind o  p e l a  E . R .  n2 4-23 a t é  a A g u a lva  segu ind o  a E . R .  l - i a  a t é  a C añ ad a do C r u z e i r o  ñas Quatro R i b e i r a s  segu ind o  p e l a  E .M .  523 a t é  a E . R .  n2 3-1 3 ( E s t r a d a  A n g r a - B i s c o i t o s )  a t é  ao P i c o  Gordo,  segu ind o  p e lo  Caminho F l o r e s  
t a l  P i c o  Gaspar a t é  a E . R .  n2 5-23 a t é  ao Km 9 ,  segu ind o  p e lo  Caminho F l o t e s -  
t a l  do V i v e i r o  segu ind o  p e l a s  L a d e i r i n h a s  a t é  ao Escampadouro E .M .  501, seguiri  
do por e s t a  ao C .M. 1011 a t é  a Fonte F a n e c a ,  l i g a n d o  por urna l i n h a  de l i m i t e  
o Caminho 1011 com o C .M .  1015 (Caminho das Veredas) segu ind o  a t é  a E . R .  nS 3-  
-13 a t é  a Vinha B r a v a .

ZONA DE PROTECCAO A CACA DA CODORNIZ

Zona para po ente da l i n h a  l i m i t a d a  p e la  Canada do P o r to  f r é g u e s i a  
dps B l s c o i t o s  e Canada do C a l d e i r o  E . R .  n 2 3 -l® que l i g a  B i s c o i t o s - A n g r a  a t é  * à V i n h a  B r a v a ,  descendo p e la  E . R .  A . N .  3-13 a t é  à Rua 5 de O u t u b r o .  Ë  |  !

• CODORNIZ: p r o i b i d o  grupos de mais de 2 c a g a d o r e s  e o máximo de 20 pegas  
por cagado r

CALINHOLA; P r o i b i d o  a c a ga  de " e s p e r a "  e grupos de mais de 2 c a l a d o r e s  
e o máximo de 5 pe gas por ca gador v r

POMBO TORCAZ: o máximo de 10 pegas por ca ga do r



T H E  W O O D R O W  W I L S O N  C E N T E R

November 7, 1991

Dear Datus;

This past Saturday, being the first day of Pennsylvania’s small game season,
I packed up my 7 and 10 year olds and headed for our once favored coverts 
near Mercersburg. A glorious day— mid 60s— bright sun shine.

An early soccer game for my 10 year old precluded a proper properesque start, 
but we finally managed to get into the fields directly adjacent to the 
mountains, at about noon. We began in a very large field, mainly grass, 
abutting a standing field of sorgum in which I had heard pheasants 
crowing earlier in the dove season. Loaded with #4 shot( which I know you 
scorn...) we began to move through the grass. Up came several doves.
One came down, winged. Pocketed by a gleeful 7 year old who sensed that 
perhaps the day might not be lost after all. A little later, two more.
A double! General exaltation! Circling the field, we came to a rocky 
knb.ll covered with briars in the middle upper part, and a rabbit fell to 
another load of 4s. By now, our shooting had attracted another party of 
hunters who were busy working the sorgum. After a few minutes, they gave 
up and headed for a shade tree. We dropped by on the way to the car.

Did you see that pheasant that came out and landed near you? No. Where 
did it land? A quick return to the rocky knoll, and an expertly 
organized drive by Mccormack and Co produced the pheasant in due 
course, and it fell with a satisfying burst of feathers at the feet 
of my youngsters. Joy boundless!

Later, we drove up the punch bowl valley to say hello to my friend, Farmer 
Pheil, and pay respect to his briar patches along the hill side. Two 
more rabbits followed, and we dedided to call it a day . The children 
returned to the car, high as kites, and we headed over to the persimmon 
trees after leaving a cleaned rabbit for the Pheils. Zillions of persimmons 
this year, and no competition.... Then, on to Washington. Home about 7:00.

A wonderful day, one of the best I had ever enjoyed in Mercersburg. The fact 
is that the hunters have largely vanished into the Turkey woods, and the birds 
seem to be making a modest come-back. I see an occasional covey of quail now 
and then. My main constraint since your departure is one of time, but this 
year, since my departure from the Department, I’ve had more occasion to shoot 
and fish. Two weeks ago, I had a fine duck shoot on the Eastern Shore— wood 
ducks, mainly— and an evening bow hunt on Sika, which I blew with two rediculously 
easy missed shots at the little elk-rlike critters from a tree stand. Before,
I’ve had several dove shoots with general success. So, it has been a good Fall 
thus far.

WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR SCHOLARS 1000 JEFFERSON DRIVE, S.W. WASHINGTON, D C. 20560 202;357;2429 TELEX 264729 FAX 202̂ 357̂ 4439



T H E  W O O D R O  —  O N  C E N T E R

As you can see, I am still at the Woodrow Wilson Center, greatly enjoying 
myself with this semi sinecure. After 10 sometimes frenetic years at 
Foggy Bottom, I find it simply wonderful not to have to get up at 6:00 AM 
and drag my usually jet lagged body into yet another series of endless staff 
meetings and interagency feuds over the length and breadth of foreign 
economic policy.

It ended happily enough, with Baker presenting me with a nice award at a 
nice occasion, but I was delighted to shift the burden onto some other 
poor slob for a while. Nor was I interested in taking one of the embassies 
that they offered me. I just wanted to get out, rest a while, and then 
start the task of getting the funds together for the kids education and 
my own post employment subsistance.

It turns out that getting out is easier than staying out. Ifve been 
traveling all over the world "unofficially" — Japan, Yugoslavia,next 
week Israel. And I find that what I write on policy is still taken 
seriously by the powers that be. But my plan is to chuck all this 
in after Christmas and head for the truly private sector.....assuming 
that I find something that is lucrative, ethatical, and enjoyable.
The best thing thus far has been a big oil companyfs dangle. We111 see.

$

I regularly read your offerings in the various magazines that come my way. 
Your writing, always good, steadily gets even better. I can see that 
you are enjoying Montana, and I wish I had had the time and money to
pay you and Anna a visit. IJappe to take the kids out West next
summer. Maybe our paths wilxcross then.

rnkYou need have second thoughts about the Department. Bernie Aronson 
and his partner Bob Gelbard are of a piece with Abrams and Michael.
Of course, I had no trouble with them from my 7th floor perch, but
the fellows who worked with them did not make a joyful noise unto the Lord, 
so to speak. It is all so pitiful. That wretched bureau. I attended 
a number of retirement parties of individuals whose premature departures 
will cause a real loss to our interests in the region. The trouble is 
that nobody on the 7th floor pays any attention to the region, and so 
the Assistant Secretary pretty much does as he wishes on policy and personnel, 
The economic area, of course, is an exception.

Well, all is well with the McCormack family, Kids doing reasonably well 
at school. Wife as happy as I have ever known her. And all feel relatively 
happy at the prospects that lie ahead, assuming that good health continues.

I hope that you will drop by if you visit town, and that your hunting and 
fishing continue to be as good as in your articles.

ft;

5

k

<?P.S. Another 22 inch brown caught on^night flies in the Allegheny River 
during a week’s visit to McKean County this summer. Many smaller trout,a few
wall eyes and one humungous carp all caught on the same night flies standing y WOODROW wrtSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR SCHOLARS
at the base of al0Mi^eEp®ADiWE,thw. hwAESIFRfWD^-gJlSo fall. You should try it.

/ . 202057=2429 TELEX,264729 FAX 202=357=4=09 '  a r 4l [>
j&ajg&g n m a t  PtcwKjgA i'10^'7 >%/*** LKll-VtfC lil)CJvryj



"Cubata"
Hills Road 
Saham Toney.
Thetford.
Norfolk IP25 A.
January 9th 1992.

Dear Datus,
Many thanks for your letter of December 15th and also your card with further

details. You got my address ok excepting for the postal code where you interchanged
the 7 and the J. It apparently made no difference to our postal authorities and I
sometimes think that although they are fussy about postal codes they rarely seem to
take any notice of them..  «•We still have just over three wqks to go before our pheasant season ends here. We are,
I guess, very lucky.
When it comes to plucking and preparing pheasants all the work falls on my shoulders 
but most of the cooking effort I take very little part in and leave it to Vicky.
I had never, as far as I can remember, before measured the length of pheasant tail 
feathers but since receiving your letter I have measured about twenty and they all fell 
within the range of 19 to 21 inches. Spurs on the same birds, measured over the straight 
side, varied between one half and five eighths inch, i guess that they were all birds 
around seven months old.
Since writing my last letter to you I have read the article in the Hunter about reared 
pheasants in South Dakota. (Oct. 91)
In the November 91 Hunter there was an interesting article on yourstate of Montana.
The same issue also carried an interesting article on springer spaniels. I am afraid 
though that I do not agree with his views about using springers when rabbiting. They 
are excellent for the job but afterwards will almost certainly hunt and chase them and 
become useless with pheasant and partridge. Here, we avoid rabbits with our game bird 
dogs. Young puppies are usually put in to a rabbit pen and made to ignore the rabbits. 
We are no longer legally allowed to kill goshawks, buzzards and various other raptors 
and on the whole the law is pretty well observed. We have found that the number one 
enemy is the crow and we attempt to eliminate them. We also do the same for foxes but 
there is a general opinion around that these can be tolerated in limited numbers.
We try to control all ground vermin like stoats and feral cats. We have very few truly 
wild cats and of course no skunks or raccoons so I have no idea how serious a threat 
these animals would be. Before release, our reared pheatsants, are more or less fully 
protected as they are in fully netted pens with outside electric fences of the type 
originally designed for sheep. Birds begin to leave the protection of the pens about 
the time they are ten weeks old and already well feathered.
Pheasant pens are usually located in clearings that have been cut in established woods. 
This means that they can find suitable roosting trees as soon as they leave the safety 
of the pens.
The question of the period of hanging for shot pheasants is a very thorny one as in the



Page 2.

end it usually boils down to personal preference. To some people, Vicky included, the 
idea of allowing meat to han^ and deteriorate is something to be avoided. If I tell 
Vicky that a bird is well hung she will immediately decide that is is not for her 
and without any further investigation she will mark it to be served only to me.
Here in England we started to hang pheasants for two main reasons; 1.) To conserve them 
for as long as possible when there was a glut and 2.) To increase the flavour which 
we probably discovered as the result of trying to store the birds.
In my youth I remember that it was a common saying that a pheasant was ready for eating 
when it had fallen off its hook where it was hanging by the neck. I imagine that this 
was overdoing things a bit. But it is true to say that our grandparents ate their meats 
of all kinds much "higher" than we do due to their inability to conserve them.
It is doubtful if we ever really hung our pheasants to make them tender. Ever since we 
began harvesting pheasants in large number in Vietorlaytimes we have been largely 
consuming young birds. Old birds would normally have been disposed of to the game 
dealers or given to staff who would have consumed them almost immediately.
The doyenne of Victoriancooking, Mrs Beaton, says that pheasants should be hung in an 
s-î y larder, by their necks, for a period of one to three weeks. I can imagine that 
in winter the temperature of a Victorian larder would probably be in the 0 to 5 deg. C. 
range.
In my youth the big estates all had game larders which were built a short distance 
away from the house in a North facing location and away from the sun but where there 
was likely to be a breeze. I can remember one that was built like an African round 
hut but had a brick floor. Ihe low walls were around three feet high and the roof was 
a thick reed thatch. Ihe normally open space was covered with fine mesh wire netting 
to keep out vermin and birds but allowed full ventilation. The larder would possibly 
have been capable of holding up to a thousand birds. I believe that some game larders 
in those days used perforated zinc sheeting/pi ace of wire netting so as to keep out 
flies as well as vermin. However, in England in winter flies are rarely a problem.
Apart from the fact that it was always done that way" I believe there are several 
reasons for carrying and hanging pheasants by their neck.
a) They hang better in the game larder b) their feathers are close together when they 
hang by the neck and are less likely to be attacked by flies
In the field if you have to carry a dozen pheasants back to the game cart it is much
easier to carry them by their necks than by one leg of each. Also if you catch hold of
a runner it is best done by the, neck so that you can quickly kill it by breaking its 
neck and only using one hand. If you catch a pheasant by one leg it can badly slash 
your hand with the toes or spur of the free legg.
To return to hanging, I have eaten pheasants that have been hung for over two months
but they were not specially high due to the fact that during the time of storage the 
day temperatures had been rarely above freezing and the air had been very dry. They 
would have probably been alright with a further month of hanging under similar conditions. 
If day and night temperatures were between 7-10 deg. C. and humidity was high I would 
think that hanging for a week would be more than sufficient.
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IVtrs Beaton when roasting a pheasant always put a piece of beef in to the cavity of 
the bird. This beef was large enough to more or less fill the cavity and was removed 
before serving. It was afterwards used in another dish or in soup. She always covered 
the pheasant with fat bacon strips which were removed when cooking was about 
completed. The bird was the dredged lightly with flour for the finishing period.
I have also heard of pheasants stuffed with foie gras and truffles plus a dose of 
madeira wine but as yet have not tried it that way.
I accept that probably your pointers have the edge over springers when it comes to 
nose but I would expect, perhaps wrongly, that they would not face fierce cover like 
the springers will. I know nothing at all about American rough cover but here we have 
one very common plant, the bramble or blackberry, which is found on most if not all 
pheasant shoots. To this is frequently added a dose of wild rose which is tougher and 
stronger but not so dense. Pheasants that have been shot over like this cover and will 
only leave it by being forcibly ejected either by dog or man. Springers will work 
cover of this type until ready to drop with exhaustion but I have found that labradors 
and other light coated dogs will not face this cover after a short period of work.
We also have gorse on some shoots but although tough stuff it does not hold up the 
dogs like the brambles.
I notice from your book that you advocate the use of U.S. shot sizes nos: 6 & 7. This 
-Li**®® ftp pretty closely with my own thinking and with general practice here for driven 
pheasants. Your No: 6 corresponds to our No: 5 whilst your 7 is somewhere between 
our 6 and 7»
When shooting going away cock pheasants, especially if near the limit of range, then 
I would be tempted to go for your number 5 which equals our ¿J-. Have you noticed that 
going away birds never appear to collect shot in either the neck or the back of the 
head but only in the wings and in the tail to middle of back region which is very 
tough. I find that this type of shot often gives broken wings with consequently strong 
runners. It is not a very frequent shot with driven game but very common with walked 
up pheasants.
There is a great deal of confusion here these days over shot sizes because although 
we have ELey and a number of private makes supplying English shot sizes we also have 
for example Winchester cartridges which have been loaded in the U.S, Italy or Australia 
and they are usually loaded with U.S. sizes. Apart from this we have many obscure 
imported cartridges which often it is not clear what the size actually is. I feel it 
would be a good thing if all shot sizes were also quoted in millimetres.
Well I seem to have rambled on for far too long and will now close this missive and 
wish you a 1992 with a great deal of good shooting.
Best regards,

P.S.
Para permitir que o Sr. pode matar algumas saudades sobre as pacassas vou incluir
urna pequeña historia sobra a ca<?a das mesmas.



Lyons &  Burford, Publishers

17 April 1992

Datus Proper
1085 Hamilton Road
Belgrade, MT 59714

Dear Mr. Proper:

I ’m pleased to enclose an uncorrected proof of Montana Time: The 
Seasons of a Trout Fisherman by John Barsness, which Lyons & 
Burford is publishing in August. I hope you will consider 
providing us with a pre-publication comment that we may use for 
jacket copy and publicity purposes.

This chronicle of a Montana trout fisherman’s seasons is full of 
earthy, practical, and wise advice, and a true sense of what 
fishing anywhere is all about. "The river will always run there, 
on the border of my life," he writes, "full of the last good 
fish. There is fly fishing for trout, and then there is 
everything else."

Please let me know if you need more information.

Best regards,

Laura E. Moore
Publicity and Subsidiary Rights Manager

31 West 21 Street New York, New York 10010 Tel: 212 • 620 • 9580 Fax: 212 • 929 • 1836




