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November 1998

Dear Classmates,

PHILLIPS EXETER ACADEMY ;
Exeter has been a busy place since my last letter to you.

Our 73 percent participation in giving to the Academy is a reflection of the
P e spirit of “Fabulous Fifty-two.” Sincere thanks are due to all of you who participated
Brian Davis and manned the phone banks. Iam very impressed by the continued hard work and
: dedication of Ed Wall and Bob Pruyne.
Class Vice President
Keith Johnson The big news on campus is the impending new Science Building, about

o which you will hear more in the coming year. This is a badly needed capital

7 Class Corres
\]ohn Pope

improvement.

Those of us who were in Mr. Mayo-Smith’s Biology class in Senior year will
never forget the old Science Building. You will recall that there was a Science Fair to
which the entire town was invited. Right before the Fair, “Mayo’s” Krait (or some
equally venomous snake) escaped and was last seen slithering into one of the air
ducts of the building. Each member of the Biology class was assigned an air duct to
guard, lest the snake pop out and crawl up the Mayor’s pant leg, which might have
set “town/gown” relationships back somewhat.

Class Agent
Ed Wall

Planned Giving Chair
Bob Pruyne

The snake was not heard from again, although at our iast reunion a student
told me that, if you are in the Science Building late at night, a slithering sound can be
heard coming from the air ducts. The architects for the new Science Building have
given assurance that the air ducts will be Kraitproof.

Thanks to the generosity of John Warner ’72, the Alumni/ae Office now has
the technology to offer all classmates free permanent e-mail addresses. This new
account will have the following features:

Free service

Lifetime e-mail address

Mail forwarding

Easy “cyber” communications between alumni/ae

You will receive along with your new e-mail address, detailed instructions
for set-up, operation and maintenance of your account.

Annual dinner season is approaching for Exeter associations around the
country. This is a great time to catch up with classmates and fellow alumni/ae.

Best wishes to all of you, /)
Brian Davis
Class President

20 Main Street Exeter, New Hampshire 03833-2460 Tel (603) 777-3414 Fax (603) 777-4382
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91 Stuart Crescent, Winchester, Hampshzrp S022 448
o)) - L]~ Telephone: 01962 853247
' S

Datus C. Proper, Esq.,
1085 Hamilton Road,
Belgrade,

M.T. 59714,

United States of America.

27/08/98

Dear Datus,

I hope that both yourself and the family are keeping well, and that you are enjoying a first-rate
season. The Itchen is in first rate order this year, due largely to good winter rainfali. Good
river flow, excellent weedgrowth, but, for some strange reason, hatches of small fly, olives

etc., have been worryingly poor. Oddly though, we are now gettmg some incredible hatches
of mavﬂy F.damica. These begin to hatch about mid-May and are trickling on well into
August, there’s even the odd one or two coming-off at the moment; but as for other fly, it’s
been poor. The mayfly makes for some exciting fishing, bringing up the bigger trout, but the
lack of small spinner during the evenings has made for disappointing evening rises. Any way, I
trust you’re f‘airing rather-better.

By the way, do make a note of my new address, phone number etc ’'m well and very relaxed
and now able to concentrate on important and interesting things, nearly all to do with fishing.
Thanks for the invitation to visit, with your Christmas card, I’d love to one day, but money is
a bit tight at present.

That leads me to the principal reason for writing you. My very dear friend, Simon Ward is
visiting the States next month (September). A family weddmg takes he and Jane, his wife, to
the “Land of the free”, and he intends spending a little time in Montamunng thexr“ stay. 1
wonder if you would mind it if he contacted you when he arrives in your vicinity, in the hope
that you could provide him with some advice on the fishing out there. I believe he expects to
be there about September 28. Simon is a very good fly-fisher and knows all the American
fishing jargon - he even calls “casts’ tippets! -~ or something like that, it confuses me!l! He
keepers a nice stretch of the river Dever (Test tributary). He’s a guide and instructor here and
a very accomplished fly-dresser. 1 believe you will find him a most interesting chap. He’s
spent seven years or so researching G.S. Marryat, which is marvelous since we knew so little
about the man. He as even located Marryat’s own fly box filled to capacity with beautiful
double split-winged floaters. I won’t tell you more because then you will, hopefully, want to
have a session with him in order to hear some of the fascinating facts he’s uncovered. Simon
1$ in the throes of producing a book, which I think will be very important in n setting straight the
hlStOI’y and development of modern dry fly ﬁshmg

W' & Ay




Unfortunately, I don’t have your telephone number, it belongs to a ‘former life’ and 1 don’t
want to run the gauntlet obtaining it, so I will have to rely on the services of International
Directory Enquiries and hope you’re not ex-directory.

Gordon Mackie sends his compliments. Gordon’s just published a nice book called “Flyleaves
and Waterside Sketches”, I believe he is arranging to let you have a copy. Nick Lyons,
apparently wasn’t enthusiastic about its potential for the American market, which is a shame,
because it’s a nice easy to read book, a super ‘bedside book’ for fishermen, but in fairness, it’s
very English. The same publisher, Robert Hale - London, is reprinting Skues’s “Itchen
Memories” next March and I have written an introduction for it. T think they will make a fine
job of it and will let you have a copy when it’s out.

I trust that Anna and Scotty are all O.K. I daresay Scotty is quite a young man now, is he
keen fisher/shooter? It seems like a thousand years since we last had a good ‘chinwag’ I hope
we’ll have the opportunity to put that right before too long.

My very best wishes Datus and kindest regards.

Yours Ever
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THE COTTAGE
Genteels Companion Protector of Hearth and Home

December 7, IS990

Dear Mr, Datus C. Preper,

I write to yeu in the capaeity ef reader, Exenisn, Editer, and
hunter, and feund yeur latest beek, Pheasamntsz ef the Nind, mest
csatisfying te all levels, As I have been engaged in New Yerk hm
business fer four menths new, the reminiseemeez of the intreRax
speetiive tendemeies of outdeer spert eaused me te pine fer the
eeuntry, and my Springer Spaniel, whese tractable dispesitien
and unflagging willingness are beilng engaged by another, at 1ib-
erty te hunt, Theugh I am Jealous ef his affectioms, I will not
deny my dog the pleasure of fulfilling the serviee whieh Ged
has aptly designed him fer.

"The Cettage", the magazine of whieh I am Editer, will relea-
se it's first issue before Christmas. In it we endesaver te re-
vive the pesitive attributes of amtiquity, while discussing tep-
ies of current interest, and te demonstrate beth a radieal cen-
ecept of time travel, {the firet icssue is dated 1I9I3, the seeend
1853, the third 1938), as well as maintaim the virtues traditie-
nal te this csuntry whieh are rapidly deteriorating. Cur publie-
atiorn will be primarily read by the intermatioral art werld,
fer the publishers have there made a suceess fer themselves,
and I wish te demonstrate t¢ sueh an 2udience the 1nhearnt
beauty ef the chase. In the second 1ssue we will review 2 new
beek by Richard Brookhiser, (Senior Editer ef Natienal Review),
entitled The Way of the Wasp., Also we are ineluding the first
chapter c¢f the histery of George Washington, am exeerpt from a
fertheoning historical novel of Sam Housten, as well as our
standard reviews of fashion, soeiety, pelities, and culture,
All shall be presented in the language of 1853, It is with this
issue in mind that I wish to excerpt the tenth chapter of your
beok, Pheassnts of the Mind, or cemmissien a mew artiele by you,
for your style is well suited to the concept of our magazine,
Were we to reprint a2 chapter ef the book, we sHiould be able te
inelude it in our second issuej; I do not know hew much time you
reequire for a new essay.

All this is dependent, ¢f course, on your apppobation. I
should be very grateful for your a2ttentive response, that we
may eomply with any eonditions by your persen er your publisher
28 well 2s meet the deadline for our printer.

I remain,
Yeur Humble Serv-
ant. 1

Lo Foom. Jrper>

Gasperiml
718.3848067
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Arizona State University

Department of Zoology
Tempe, Arizona 85287-1501
602/965-3571

AR
\ \/\M us& N oAn) c)‘H-Qh akmw& 'il'b readin
. = QW
Sl L e R el L e

el b o Megiem s Gt

MWWMN—QWL{%&QOl<
B e R hderty ety
MMWMMW/M”&&M"
) it g Hod & [0 el gl

i N e
Mwuiaw%%« Mewon 5 Qued . 1
Wéﬂ/lwwﬁwlgw%
Loid for Gl § Gonil s le 1o Sl
Ly A s R







