
A§5 Route de ■;£%* Pee 
64600 Anglet? France 
5/U/65

Dear Datus,

I found your very feind letter with the Retail s 
on how to find your stretch of Thompson Or#, on try return 
home 2 weeks ago* It was most thoughtful of you and I 
really appreciate your kindness# Even though I wasnrt able 
to put your data toffse, I had no great trouble finding 
your plaBer t spotted the construction from a distance and 
followed my nose% c >

Ljf XpujT f r i s a o s  had been th e y e  V
I  saw no oiie th e  3** M $ a iW is lW d  t1 ie :tJre,^o^H C e H a ih ^  
am ongst he m o s t-* d if i io t i l t  ¿water % I :fv f,ev ea | f i s h e d ,  ^w ith  i n ­
c re d ib ly  wary and, s e le c t iv e  f ish #  A lthough th e re  were ¡¿ 
d i s t i n c t  h a t c h e s / : b o th  l a r g e ,  I  "get th em :to
look  a t  one f l y , r th e  J&ab«pne^I had** a Devaux^f F rench)^
(Sample enclosed - I *ll send you some more). Unlike Dana1 s 
water or Armstrong Cr*, when the fish were not feeding they 
were under cover and hence invigible#

I had a chance to examine the Jacohsen version 
of the Documento de Astorga - nicely done out aoear^t aaa 
a thing to the Pariente version or to my translation, ex­
cept that it cleared up the “blind chicken: (fowl or bird)“ 
mystery - “pita ciega“ appears to have been local jargon 
for :“nightha^/nightjar^goatsucker%  the name for which is 
“chotacabras“;in present use# As for the “esmoridos“ et al# 
the Spanish fly-rishing experts were as much at loss as I•
“Longareta“ refers to a breed of cock and by derivation, to U 
its hackles# *'■

The weather in Montana was, miIdly put, spotty#
One nice day on your water, the other spoiled by a fierce 
cold wind# Same on Dana * s: the day before the record-breaking 
Oct# blizzard - Sunday Oct 6 - was fairly nice, although the 
wind came up strong from the N in the PM. The fish went mad 
and took anything. I counted about 25 caught and released 
and then ceased striking them: I must have had another 25 or 
so rises before the wind made it impossible to go on# Some 
very good fish tool several of 16“ and up#

Would you like to be put up for membership in 
the Anglers1 Oiub of NY? I*m sure Don Barrer would second



7>£: 7(Z
* OW'Dv W#4>?;/: - -• ■ $ )

^  C>^c^

my nomination* It would means appearing before the 
membership ltfeto$Itted-in^TSY^ at the Glub, th&t which can 
be arranged at your convenience* It^s no big deal - 
just to make sure you are a biped, binocular and do 
not use hand-grenades*

Thanks again for a great experience, and I hope to 
see you' one"day soon," either over here or in it he US*

Yours s in c e r e ly ,

George Beali



Datus C. Proper 
1914 N. Johnson St. 
Arlington, VA 22207
Jan. 28, 1987

Mr. Paul Brown17301 Keelson Lane, #49
Huntington Beach, CA 92647
Dear Paul,

Just received the rod and want to thank you for the great 
work* I'm glad I didn't do it myself —  too nice a blank. Must 
remember to send you a check with this.

I would have preferred a grip like the one you sketched, but 
you did as well as could be done with the existing cork and I'll 
try it for a while. Might ask you to do a different grip at some 
later time.

Also appreciate your later letter (which arrived here 
earlier) enclosing the deflection curve. I think it may highlight 
the difference between this blank and the one I tried last summer 
—  a slightly heavier tip on this one. The tip on the other blank 
was so thin that I worried about breakage, and Haneda may have 
had breakage problems.

However, the tip is still pretty light and the rod felt good 
to me in a little casting I did over the snow last night. I can't 
ever tell for sure till I go fishing but think I may be able to 
cast a #3 line —  not that it's right for the rod. I tend to 
underline and work too hard at my casting, like the Japanese you describeJgYou description interested me: I wonder if this is why 
I get tennis elbow. One year I must learn how to cast.

During the last FFF Conclave I wiggled a bunch of rods and 
didn't see a light one I liked as well as Haneda's. If you know 
of an American maker who does this act well, please let me know.
I do like the "parabolic" type action for light lines —  soft 
butt, stiff middle, light tip. I also appreciate the 4-piece 
feature, which is going to make my life a lot easier during 
foreign travels.

Thanks again. Let's get together in Montana, where I may be 
moving this summer. For your address book, my permanent address 
there will be 1085 Hamilton Road, Belgrade.

Yours,

1
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July 2, 1991 Louis Bignami 1914 Conestoga St. Moscow» ID 83843Datus Proper
1085 Hamilton Road
Belgrade, Montana 59714
Dear Datus:
Thank you very much for the fine book. I've some ideas for re­
view placements. I'll send tear sheets if they work out.
Here's JUST PHEASANTS, put together in a rush over one weekend. 
However, I'll stand by the recipes. If it stays hot, I recommend 
the Endive salad. My own cold weather” favorites are the Pasties 
and enchiladas. However, off our conversation, you might try the 

I Basque pheasant, We particularly like it with odd pieces. The 
1 sausage recipe seems rather special too. We thaw pheasants, bone
\ and whip this up all summer. It's nice with potato pancakes for 
\ breakfast too. So you can see why I'm fat!

I got a couple of worthwhile reports on the new pheasant hatch 
this year. I suspect a lot of late birds and extra good hunting 
towards the end of the season. Let me check the dates. I recall 
some ballet either here in town or in Spokane that might interest 
your wife. Mine likes ballet —  noted that the Boise group is a 
bit ’•clumpy'* —  and we're theater buffs too. Annette also shoots 
from time to time. Incidentally, we're looking to seeing PHANTOM 
again in Vancouver —  it plays until October 26th. We saw it in 
London the week before the cast moved to the Big Apple, and loved it.
I'm curious about the dog history you cited. It makes very good 
sense to me —  given the English fondness for Port —  that the 
pointing pups in question came from around Oporto. Is that the 
proper spot for upland birds.
I also appreciated your comments about bird shooting. I've al­
ways felt that if birds on the land belonged to everyone, nobody 
would take care of them. Start a lease program, as is the case 
in California, and all sorts of habitat improvements obtain. Of 
course, this obviatesT the equalitarian u.s. approach to“hunting 
"free for everyone." I'm not sure about that. I'd like to see 
marksmanship and other strict requirements for hunting licenses.

J ° ursh  *

Louis/Tiignami

American Society of Journalists and Authors, Society of Professional Journalists, Outdoor Writers of America, NONA (Idaho Director) 

Phones: Business/FAX: 208-883-3498 Nome: 208-883-0802 E-Nail 71270,1407



Datus C. Proper 
1085 Hamilton Road 
Belgrade, MT 59714 

(406) 388-3345
April 25, 1991

Mr. John Baden, Chairman 
FREE
2500 25th St. N.E.
Seattle, WA 98105
Dear John:

The writers' colloquium was a breath of fresh air. Thought I 
was too busy to spend three days in Seattle without writing 
something. Turns out that I needed to talk to somebody besides my 
computer, and the group you assembled certainly got me going. 
Especially profited from Garrett Hardin, Michael Rothschild, and 
Randy O'Toole. Environmentalists need more of these folks —  in 
large doses.

Every page of Rothschild's Bionomics has a couple of things 
that the rest of us should have thought of, but didn't. Guess 
that's a fair definition of brilliance. It's about time that the 
market discovered Darwin.

I'm going to be writing on Rock Creek: the lumbering 
proposal vs. other values. Would not have known enough to try 
this before the conference.

For your May colloquium, I recommend Keith McCafferty. (1115 
S. Grand Ave., Bozeman. 406-587-8380.) Writes for Field & Stream, 
among others. Thoughtful guy. Probably too busy, of course.

Thanks,



D ecem ber 6, 1990

Foundation for 
Research on 
Economics and the 
Environment

John A. Baden 
Chairman

Washington Office:
4900 25th N.E.
Suite 201
Seattle, WA 98105 
206 548 1776

Montana Office:
502 S. 19th, #1 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
406 585 1776

Mr. Datus C. Proper 
1085 H am ilton, Road 
B elgrad e, M ontana, 5 9 7 1 4

Dear Datus,

Each year I select a g ift book for our trustees, contributors, and 
friends. In years when I produce a book, the choice is easy but 
the judge not impartial. This year I m ust choose from many  
excellen t candidates, a g ift for FREE’s friends, a discrim inating  
lo t.

I have happily chosen P h easan ts o f  the M ind. I find your book  
to be a delightfu l mixture o f  lifetim e experiences and a 
ph ilosophy about man and nature accessib le  to those w ho  
appreciate the outdoors. Com bined, these features make a 
work w hose value w ill outlast the holiday season. I w ould  
appreciate your signing them: "With best w ishes from a fe llow  
friend o f FREE".

B est w ishes for the holiday season. Ramona and I look  forward 
to seeing you in a few  w eeks.

John A. Baden, Ph.D. 
C hairm an



James R. Babb

Editor, G ray’s Sporting Journal 
PO Box 29, Searsport, M E  04974 

phone/fax (207) 548-6043

March 10, 1997

Datus C. Proper 
1085 Hamilton Road 
Belgrade, MT 59714

Dear Datus,

Thanks for yours February 1 .1 remember Chuck Johnson showing me your fine foreword to 
Ortega y Gasset—it’s an intimidating thought, introducing the unintroducible. Fortunately, I ’m 
insufficiently luminous to get many of those offers, except a couple years ago for a foreword to 
John Culler’s reissue of Francis Francis’s Book o f Angling. That was far less daunting.

. I hope you will re-up for Gray ’5— and maybe even write something for us sometime. The over- 
the-transom submissions tend toward the unendingly<dreary and wealthy^ a whole lot o f one-last- 
hunt-before-the-Labrador-dies, and me-and-Ted-Turnep^rin^single-malt-Scotch-then-post-a- 
stream pieces I ’ve stopped buying those and am lookingJor stuff from people who spend their 
time fishing and hunting and enjoying hell out of  it instead of remembering when tfieSDBed to fish 

f and“hunt andTwrmgT^  still do. I mean, the average Gray ’s subscriber
"age is~only 51.2 years old—the same age as Mick Jagger and Rod Stewart. That’s hardly the age 
when humor dies, and Charley Waterman and I can’t always be the only ones amusing ourselves 
at others’ expense.

Your book on nature management sounds neat (who did you sign with? When’s it due out?), and 
a perfect opportunity for someone who likes to wander around the homeplace absorbing the 
interlocking minutiae of life. I write about things to learn about them, and there’s nothing I ’d 
rather learn about than that. You’ll do a wonderful job, because you’re still amazed and tickled by 
what you see.

Sometimes I wonder if I ’d ever leave my backyard if I didn’t need a broader perspective and 
wider experiences for my angling column. I ’ve given up expecting people to believe that, 
especially when I end up traveling to places like Labrador, Ungava, Great Bear Lake, Cabo San 
Lucas, and Midway Island— all in the name of bidness. The one trip this year I ’m genuinely 
looking forward to is spending a week with my brother high in the Cherokee National Forest of 
East Tennessee, fishing the streams I grew up on for tiny Appalachian-strain brook trout newly 
revived by nostalgic fisheries biologists who don’t quite believe the hillfolk, who’d rather eat a 
carp than a rainbow, will clean them all out with Clorox as soon as they hit fryer size.



Local brookies ̂  ration: No more than five fish per brook/stream/pond per year. In addition to my 
backyard two-miler, there’s a dozen or so locally that I have mostly to myself, after the early 
spring flush of Zebco-toting poachers subsides. Real Fly Fishermen these days prefer name-brand 
rivers and wouldn’t be caught dead crawling on hands andlcneesln a 20-foot-wide brook for a 

^chance at a nine-inch trout. I just traded some back-of-the-closet sweepings that weren’t being 
fished to Bob Gorman at Green River for a little 7-foot 3-piece 4-weight he’s making me— a 
Leonard-like impregnated-cane fairy wand, but with enough inner steel to snap a Humpy up a 20- 
foot roll cast. Can’t wait for the season to begin.

Now, however, the dread month of Farch drags on, and I feed the woodstove and piddle around 
on snowshoes.

I ’ll come see you some later summer, although this one coming looks pretty clotted with 
prearranged bidness trips. If  you ever get the urge to come East, let me know. I ’ve got a camper 
set up down on the pond. And there’s that little network of local brook-trout streams. Nick Karas 
has a brook-trout book coming from Nick Lyons sometime this spring. I t’s a little dry in places (I 
edited it, but editors should be invisible), but the only thing I ’ve seen in many years strictly 
devoted to my favorite fish. I caught some 6V2 pound brookies in Labrador and Ungava, and in 
my opinion they could beat the crap out of browri*twice their size. And I still get just as much 
pleasure from a nine-incher in the backyard. ^



^  Gray’s Sporting Journal
January 16, 1997

Datus C. Proper 
1085 Hamilton Road 
Belgrade, MT 59714

Dear Datus:

I was just gonna let my Field & Stream subscription lapse when I got the February issue containing your three fine 
pieces. If you’ll be doing more of the same, I guess I’ll dig down for fifteen tax-deductible dollars and re-up.

The Meeting Place was the most endearing piece of writing, but I derived the most value from A Place of Our 
Own, which mirrors what I ’m hoping to do here. Two years ago we excavated an old dump and spring seep behind 
the house and built a small pond (A Pond of One’s Own, October 1996 Gray’s), quite possibly the best $4000 
investment we’ve ever made. Trout overwinter there now (we keep the ice clear of snow to provide enough light for 
the wild celery to produce oxygen), and nine wood ducks grew to maturity there last summer. This fall I’m hoping 
to see natural reproduction in the gravel spawning bed I built over the inlet spring. I spend blissful hours just 
sitting near the pond in an Adirondack chair, watching its ecosystem evolve.

Next week we’re buying an adjoining 34-acre piece to keep its cash-poor real-estate-agent owners from stripping 
its thick white pines to pay their past-due quarterly taxes, and we’re hoping to manage it mostly for wildlife and a 
little bit for tree growth. For 25 years we’ve thought of it as our own land anyway; now we’re just formalizing 
things. There’s 3/4-mile of freestone brook-trout stream running through it, and I’m hoping to do a bit of habitat 
improvement as time goes along. A bad clear-cut on the upper end of the land about 15 years ago left the stream 
suffering from wide mood swing—alternately flooding and running nearly dry—and where I once took an 
occasional 18-inch brookie I’m now lucky to find 10 inchers. Over the same 25 years the pH has dropped from 
about 5.9 to 5.2, as like Dogwood Run we’re downwind from heartland America’s industrial flatulence, but I 
suspect a liming campaign on a fast-running freestone stream is a waste of time and money.

At any rate, the grown-up clear-cut now produces bumper crops of snowshoe hares, there seem to be many more 
partridge around than before, and I saw three whitetails this morning scratching through the snow for the birdsfoot 
trefoil that carpets the dam. I just need to find a balance in tinkering with the inner workings of this giant backyard 
playground that benefits the widest variety of species, or at least those species my narrow sportsman’s view has 
taught me to value.

I left Ragged Mountain Press (where I asked you to write a foreword for Luce’s Fishing and Thinking) three years 
ago, spent two years with Lyons & Burford, and ended up replacing John Barsness as editor of Gray’s. John, alas, 
didn’t read enough Dilbert cartoons to build the necessary mithradatic tolerance for corporate idiocy.

Thanks for the pieces in Field & Stream. Maybe sometime you’ll write something for us.

Best,

James R. Babb, Editor PO Box 29, Searsport, ME 04974

725 Broad Street (30901) ♦ P. O. Box 1207 ♦ Augusta, Georgia 30903-1207 
(706) 722-6060 ♦ Fax (706) 724-3873
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P. O.  Box 214292  
Auburn H i l l s ,  MI 48321

June 10,  1992

Mr. Datus  C. Proper  
1085 Ha mi l to n  Rd. 
B e l g r a d e ,  MT 59714

Dear Mr. P r o p e r :

I j u s t  f i n i s h e d  a 
RGS Magaz ine  on how t o  
SPORTSMAN showed up.  I 
my t e e t h .  H a p p i l y  a l l  
s p l e n d i d  a r t i c l e .

l e t t e r  t o  some d o l t  who w r o t e  a p i e c e  in  
d e m o l i s h  B r i t i s h  game g u n s ,  t h e n  SHOOTING 
n o t i c e d  your a r t i c l e  and s t a r t e d  t o  g r i n d  
t h a t  jaw t e n s i o n  was w a s t e d .  What a

I f a c e d  t h e  same pro bl ems  t h a t  you t a n g l e d  w i t h  and u s i n g  
e x a c t l y  i d e n t i c a l  m e t h o d o l o g y ,  a r r i v e d  at  t h e  same c o n c l u s i o n s .  
Q u i t e  a f ew k e g s  o f  7625 have  gone  t h r u  my o l d  MEC and a l l  my 
guns a r e  in  f i n e  s h a p e .

A l i t t l e  l e s s  o b v i o u s  powder i s  Greendot  whi ch  a t  19 g r s . 
i n  a Pr emi e r  h u l l  h a n d l e s  b o t h  1 and 1 - 1 / 8  o z .  l o a d s  a t  v e r y  
r e a s o n a b l e  p r e s s u r e s .

H H  For a f a c t o r y  l o a d  t h e  Wjj ache s o z . r un s 
a s ha de  ove r  ?0uu Ll)F The 1 o z .  s t a n d a r d  t a r g e t  l o a d  o f  t h e  
same fir"an3 h i t s  9000  LUP. The d an ger  i n  t h e s e  l o a d s  i s  t h a t  
t h e y  a re  l o a d e d  t o  a v e l o c i t y  and w i t h  t h e  n e x t  b a t c h  o f  powder ,  
t h e  p r e s s u r e  c o u l d  be up 2000  LUP.

Again  y o u r s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
have  read  on t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e

l u c i d  a r t i c l e  on 2 - 1 / 2 "  
b i g  pond.  Wel l / d o n e .

s h o t g u n s  I



Larry Brown 
P.O. Box 227 
Randall, IA 50231 
Tel:515-893-2213

Iowa Editor,
Outdoor Life Magazine 
Book Author

October 16, 1993
Datus Proper 
1085 Hamilton Rd.
Belgrade, HT 59714
Bear Batuss
I read your piece on outdoor ethics in Outdoors Unlimited, 
especially the part on British chambers, with great interest. I 
also read your original article in Shooting Sportsman.
I’m enclosing my own thoughts on the subject as they appear in 
the current issue of the Ruffed Grouse Society magazine. I spoke with half a dozen gunsmiths who specialize in old doubles, 
including Kirk Herrington (an RGS copy editor managed to drop an 
V  from his name) who trained in England. None recommended 
against lengthening chambers, assuming a gun in otherwise solid 
condition with sufficient barrel wall thickness. However, they 
all stressed the importance of altering the forcing cones at the 
same time.
Although I am prepared to accept the opinion of the experts with 
whom I spoke, I too would like to see the results of some proof 
tests run on doubles with lengthened chambers. For example, just 
how great a reduction in pressure results from altered forcing 
cones? (Obviously, this would depend on both the original and 
altered design of the cone.) But unfortunately, given the 
American attitude toward proofing guns, we aren't likely to see 
any tests like the famous one in which a Winchester Hodel 21 was 
subjected to thousands of “blue pill” loads.
One thing I didn’t mention was all the old .4iO’s with lengthened 
chambers. Hy father’s legacy to me was an ancient Eastern Arms 
break-open .410 single with a chamber that had been punched out 
from 2 1/2” to 3“. With .410’s generating higher pressures than 
other gauges, I would think such alterations would have to be 
among the most suspect. But the problem of all the originally 
short—chambered “American classics“, many of which also had 
relatively thin barrel walls, must dwarf that of the English game



guns in this country. As I said in my article, I’m sure that 
many of those old Parkers, Smiths, Ithacas and Foxes have been 
fed a steady diet of 2 3/4“ loads for years, with owners bragging 
about what hard shooters they are. I wonder whether any have 
actually blown up. With al1 the old makers out of business, I 
expect we’d have to rely on anecdotal reports from gunsmiths 
rather than product 1iabi1ity suits. Have you heard of any such 
incidents?
Although I do not advocate heavy loads for run—of—the—mi 11 
pheasant shooting, I can?t bring myself to agree with those who 
say that an ounce of shot is always sufficient for ringnecks. My 
usual right barrel load in my Alex Martin 16, a 6 lb. gun choked 
about cylinder and modified, is an ounce of hard 7’s handleaded 
in a 2 1/2” case by a friend of mine who is a real 16-bore 
tinkerer. But I’ll follow this with a factory 2 3/4 dram, 1 1/8 
ounce load of 6’s in the left barrel. Fve used Winchester XX 2 
3/4” Mags with that same formula in 20 gauges— but not ones with 
altered chambers? In all my tests, Fve found that load to 
produce higher pattern percentages than anything else I’ve tried. 
Fve even experimented with its 16 gauge equivalent (1 1/4 ounces 
of copper—p1 ated, buffered 6’s> in some of my guns, to include 
the Sauer, lengthened chambers and all. The recoi1 is unpleasant 
enough in that siightly heavier gun to remove any tendencies I 
might have to try it in my Martin.
Here’s to continued safe shooting with those fine old doubles. 
Let’s hope we aren’t forced to go to steel for upland game— that 
would certainly put us out of business.
Sincerely,

LarryZBrown
P.S.: I’ve been meaning to get your book, Pheasants of the Mind. 
Would you be interested in swapping a copy for one of the few 
remaining hardcover copies of my own From a Pheasant Hunter’s 
Notebook?



Datus C. Proper 
1085 Hamilton Road 
Belgrade, MT 59714 

(406) 388-3345
October 18, 1991Mr. Bill Buckley 

Box 149
Maine & King Streets 
Oldwick, NJ 08858

Dear Bill:

Thanks for your letter on cooking stuff. I'd have replied 
earlier if my computer had been working.

I doubt that I know enough to turn out frequent articles on 
game-bird-cookery. Wish I could recommend someone who did, but no 
one else in print seems to know much more. My wife and I have at 
least learned to spot the useless recipes. That eliminates most.

The state of the art in America is shameful. Most hunters 
skin, wash, and freeze their birds right away. Or they turn the 
job over to guides and lodges, who have even less time to do the 
thing right. Cooking articles have therefore been of three kinds, 
all based on mistreated raw material.

—  Recipe articles. Pinch of this and that.
-- Treatment of birds like leftovers. Stews, barbecues,
pies, tricky sauces. Pheasant breasts simmered in mushroom 
soup.

-- The prestige gimmick. Old Bordeaux, candles, amusing 
history, famous lodges, and Eisenhower's quail hash.

What hunters need is solid information on method: aging, 
plucking, cooking. But it may not be what hunters want.



When we talked in Bozeman, you said that you would like a 
little story along with the cooking stuffC Must be a good idea —  
Field & Stream has it too. I've sold them one story and am 
working on two more, which will exhaust my stock of people who 
have both stories worth telling and some knowledge of game 
cookery.

I note that F & S has given up the Sylvia Bashline column» 
She handled all outdoor-related cooking (big game, small game, 
and fish as well as birds), and she still ran out of material.

Maybe the answer is to get individual stories by writers who 
are good in different areas. If there are enough writers in your 
stable who can prepare just one dish well, the series would be a 
hundred percent better than anything else out there.

I could do an occasional piece. Would like to stress respect 
for the game: If you shoot it, treat it right. The mythic angle 
seems important. The game consents to feed me and then, if I 
handle it with respect, to return and feed me again in another 
season. It's been going on for forty thousand years.

Maybe you didn't want all these bright ideas. More 
specifically, you might have a look at the last chapter of my 
pheasant book. Doesn't work as an article, but it's the angle 
that seems good to me. Modesty aside, there's been nothing else 
like it in America. I could write an article along the same 
lines.

Yours,



R A G G E D  M O U N T A I N  P R E S S

Books that 
take you off 
the beaten 

path .

April 30,1993

Datus C. Proper 
1085 Hamilton Road 
Belgrade, Montana 59714

Dear Datus:

Thanks again for die foreword to Luce's Fishing and Thinking. It's just the ticket. I put a 
Rush on die check request, but it'll still take four to six weeks to wend its way through the 
corporate labyrinth. Td suggest you take a portion o f it along to Ennis this summer, first 
giving Georgia Miller, o f Willowood Ranch, a call (406-682-4752). This is the place I told 
you about that makes the Continental Divide taste like Burger King (<=’wild exaggeration, 
but you must expect that o f  East Tennesseans). A1 McClane used to stay there (ifs a B&B) 
and praised Georgia's cooking to the heavens~a pretty good recommendation. Georgia 
serves no more than a dozen people a night and, best o f all, you get to sit in the kitchen and 
watch her cook. At last count, dinner for one is $35, all inclusive. Bring an appetite—and 
cash; she doesn't take credit cards. Bring a fly rod, too; a fairly inaccessible part o f  The 
Channels forms her backyard.

All the best.

Ragged Mountain Press ■ P.O. Box 220, Camden, ME 04843 ■ Tel: 207.236.4837 ■ Fax: 207.236.6314 ■ UPS: #633, Rt.l. Rockport, ME 04856



February 15, 1988

Mr. John Bailey
Dan Bailey's Fly Shop
2 09 W. Park St.Livingston, MT 59047
Dear John,

We've moved to Belgrade, or rather to the banks of 
Thompson's spring creek. Anna is liking it as much as I do, thank 
goodness. Nice place to live. We'd like to get you out here if 
you're ever in the neighborhood.

Meanwhile, I'm sending you an enclosure on which I'd 
appreciate your comments. And I especially need photocopies of 
the fly pages in your 1959 catalog/

Tom Pero has asked me to do a story on trends in flies 1959- 
19 8 9. The idea is to run this in Trout as part of an issue on 
TU's thirtieth anniversary. The subject sounds like a good one to 
me: I was tying flies in the 1950's and have seen changes worth 
noting.

I'll be sending this kind of request to a few other firms, 
too -- very few, because I can't think of many who were important 
in 1959 and still are.

Thanks.
Yours,

Enclosed: questionnaire
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Mr. Datus Proper
1085 Hamilton Rd \  V \
Belgrade, MT 59714-8307 ^  ^  | | ^  4

Dear Datus:

my
n  \  LlO'vj K<r A ^

J '
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cT̂  <53»
( j a j )  ^

^ x / W »  \ *Cso iy KsiVi wv ’
Your Pheasants of the Mind 4 âs a small present to myself this fall  ̂I savored it. Thank you for 
writing a fine book.

I also have had the pleasure of many days afield with an Original Veronese Fowling Dog; Duke 
passed on just as my children arrived. I agree with you about pointers...they can spoil a nimrod.

A few years ago, my brother-in-law bought a ranch near Livingston. My family and I head West each 
summer and Thanksgiving. Pm just beginning to taste Montana’s riches. Ben Williams has been 
kind enough to take me along with his Britannies. We got snowed-out this Thanksgiving, but last 
Thanksgiving Day was one I’ll never forget: no snow, little wind, a huge private ranch, coveys of 
Huns, a sharptail or two, five wonderful dogs, and Ben leading the way. If I’ve ever had a better 
Thanksgiving, I don’t recall it.

I hope your fall has been equally memorable. I’m tossing in some samples of what I dojl’d enjoy 
meeting you someday.

Sincerely,

906 WEST MINNEHAHA PARKWAY MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55419 (612) 822-6115 • FAX (612) 822-7117



The Southwest Natural History
P.O. Box 3 5 1 4 1  • Phoenix, Arizona 8 5 0 6 9

David E. Brown
573-50-6150
3118 W. McLellan Blvd.
Phoenix, Arizona 85017-1138 
(602)973-0591

Association

October 13, 1993

Datus Proper 
Contributing Editor 
FIELD & STREAM 
1085 Hamilton Road 
Belgrade, MT 59714

Dear Datus;

I finally managed to snag a copy of Field and Stream and I 
of course read your article on Mearns Quail immediately. As 
expected, I found it to be well written, factual, and highly 
informative.

What I like about your writing is that you convey a dignity 
to the bird you write about whether it be Mearns quail or 
pheasants« You have the ability to write an enjoyable piece 
about an animal without resorting to the jocular descriptions so 
often found in sporting magazines. Congratulations.

Given our concern for the bird, I thought you might be 
interested in the enclosed letter by a Tucson hunter expressing 
his opinions of Mearns quail hunt regulations. One of these 
days, when I feel like making myself unpopular, I will have to 
write an article on the follies of guided hunts and late bird 
seasons from a biologist's perspective.

Keep up the good work.



Mr. Datas Proper 
1085 Hamilton Rd 
Belgrade, MT 59714

December 10,1992

Dear Mr. Proper:

Thank you for your recent order which is currently being processed.

I would like to take this opportunity to outline the policies and procedures for 
the discounts we offer to Outdoor Writers.

These are as follows:

• You are eligible for a 20% discount off regular full-price items, with some
product exceptions.

• You may purchase merchandise through the Retail Store, "800" number 
or mail order.

• You must be a member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America 
or the NewEngland Outdoor W riters Association.

• You may not purchase gift certificates at a discount.

• The only appropriate use of the L. L. Bean courtesy discount is 
m erchandise purchased for your personal use only.

1 am enclosing the discount exception list.

If you have any questions regarding this policy, please feel free to give me a call.
I can be reached at 1-800-832-1889.

Sincerely,

Hanna Horigan
Corporate Sales Representative

An Outdoor Tradition Since 1912



L. L. B E A N , IN C .
D IS C O U N T  P R O G R A M

M E R C H A N D IS E  E X C E P T IO N S  L IS T IN G  
( fo r  * * g r o u p s  n o r m a lly  a p p r o v e d  20%  d is c o u n t )

N O  D IS C O U N T  A L L O W E D :

• Sale, Sample, Specialty Items
(sale items receive 20% off retail OR sale price, whichever price is lower)

• Repairs, Rebuilds
• Kodak Film
• Sony Handy Cam Video Recorder w/Sport Pac
• Gift Certificates (includes State of Maine agencies)

10%  D IS C O U N T  A L L O W E D :

• Bows and Arrows
(Note: all other archery items qualify for standard 20% discount)

• D ow nriggers
• F irea rm s
• Coleman Products
• Science Diet Canine Maintenance (Dog Food)
• Lowrance Products (Depth Finder Equipment)
• Cameras
• Candy
• Food
• Jiffy Products (includes Jiffy ice augers)
• Bicycles — (NOTE: All L. L. Bean-branded bikes receive standard 

20% discount AND all large pieces of fitness equipment, including 
exercise bikes, qualify for the standard 20% discount)

• All Watercraft
• Cork Decoys
• A m m unit ion
• Wood Stoves
• Tents
• Sony Products (Cam Corder NO DISCOUNT)
• Ski Sets (pre-assembled and "make your own") and Components
• Binoculars
• Tripods
• Rifle Scopes
• Wilderness Camper

**Groups: Vendors, Consultants, Accountants, Clinic Instructors, Boy/Girl Scout Troops,
O u td o o rW rite rs^JS ch o o ^

L. L. Bean reserves the right to expand or condense this list.

Updated 12/10/92
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FREEPORT, MAINE 04033 
Outdoor Sporting Specialties

1-800-832-1889
(In Maine: 1-800-341-4341 Ext. 4545) 

FAX: 207-797-6585
A ugust 1 0 iJ |9 9 5

Datus C Proper 
1085 H am ilton Rd 
B elgrade MT 5 9 7 1 4 -8 3 0 7

Dear Mr. Proper:

Thank you for your recent order. A s a member o f the Outdoor
W riters A ssociation  o f Am erica or the N ew  England Outdoor W riters
A ssociation , you qualify for a 20% discount o ff L.L. Bean products.

I w ould like to take this opportunity I to  review  the discount p o licy
with you.

The p o licy  states:

• M em bers o f  the Outdoor W riters A ssociation  o f Am erica
or the N ew  England Outdoor Writers A ssociation  qualify for 
a 20% discount. M em bership in one o f  these groups 'Js required 
in order to be e lig ib le  for the discount.

• The discount w ill be applied toward regular, fu ll-priced item s, 
with som e exceptions (p lease see enclosed  flis t  o f  exceptions).
G ift certificates m ay not be discounted.

• D iscounts w il l i  be applied toward m erchandise purchased for 
your p e r so n a l use only. « 9  does not apply to g iftg iv ing or fam ily  
use nor does it apply to m erchandise sent to an address other 
than your ow n.

• Y ou may purchase m erchandise through the R etail Store, by 
phone or by mail. P lease state that you are an active mem ber o f  
either the O W AA or the NEO W A at tim e o f purchase. Accepted

An Outdoor Tradition Since 1912 \



form s o f  paym ent are cash, check, m oney order, or your personal 
credit card.

f  Current shipping charge applicable.

If you have any questions regarding this po licy , p lease fee l free to 
call the Corporate Sales D epartm ent at 1 -8 0 0 -8 3 2 -1 8 8 9 .

S in cere ly ,

Dc<-~
Loretta G reene  
Corporate Sales



American Embassy 
Apartado 2103 
1103 Lisbon Codex 
Portugal

January 16, 1982

Dear Bob,

I enjoyed your letter and thought you would like to know that 
all of the three fish you mention were, I think, acquaintances of.

The first, in lower 5 Hatches, broke me on September 9* He took 
a sherry spinner on a $ 14  partridge hookxx, dived right into a weed 
bed, and instantly broke a .006" leader (heavier than the one you landed 
him with). I knew this was a heavy trout. He didn't show much after 
that, in the couple of days I had left.

The second fish is more questionable but could be the one below 
the hay-cart bridge. I rose that fellow three or four times and each 
time thought I had him solidly, but the hook always came away.

The third fish, which you identify as a "free-rising untouchable" 
on the upper Barton, sounds a great deal like a ’trout that I caught 
and released twice. He was somewhere in the vicinity of 1 3/4 pounds 
and in very pretty condition, fin The second time I had him was the 
time I removed your little nymph from his flank. Showed you the fly 
on the evening we dined at your house.

YOur little nymph sounds like just the right medicine for these 
fellows, at least in daylight hours. Actually, the approach is very 
American, but we don't have many weedy streams. The little hooks and 
fine leaders work fine in open water. IN the Itchen, as you note, it's 
a gamble. I lost so many fish on .005" tippets that I decided to fish 
a little heavier and try to fool them some other way. With heavier 
leaders and larger flies, however, my only real successes this past 
Sep^mfei* were in the evenings. I see nothing wrong with gambling 
on the fine tackle in daytimes as you and I can both confirm, the trout 
certainly don't lose any weight because of a little hook left in them. 
Aside from becoming wary, they seem little bothered.

Do give some thought to stopping off in Portugal on your way to or 
from Dubai. The weather here is easier than what you're having.
I don't know how long we'll be here, but it should be at lesst through

mine.

spring.

your tale of the Itchen. Brought back good memories,

Yours,



6, Cavendish Grove, 
Abbotts Barton, 
Winchester,

18th. December, I98I.

X hope that you and Anna have a very happy Xmas and that in the new year 
you will get the sort of posting that you would have wished for.

I am feeling very guilty because when I received your card I suddenly 
realised that I had not answered your letter. Please forgive me and put 
it down to old age and an inherent hatred of writing letterd. My wife 
used to say that we had been married for more years than I had written 
private letters since she had known me!

The last one or two weeks of the season at Abbotts Barton became very 
interesting. There were always fish to be found feeding on the surface 
but catching them became very very difficult. There were many fish that 
continued to rise throughout the day^l&lh dry fly or light nymph.

On the Monday of the last week, I was walking up to the Hay-Cart bridge 
with the idea of going on to the Main„when Chris Hall, who was fishing 
about thirty yard down the Lower Baa^-ei^ beckoned to me to join him.
I went round and then crawled up behind him and the» watched him cast to 
a fish which was busily surface feeding by a tussock on the left bank.
He appeared to be covering the fish very adequately and his fly would sit 
up nicely but the fish totally ignored him. He said that he had been trying 
for an hour with no signs of a "take" and had decided to give up. He 
suggested that I try my luck. I watched the fish for a few minutes. It 
was taking any dun that came within a fo^tanda half radius from it*s 
lie and between times obviously taking nymphs. I decided to put
on a little Tupps nymph which I had tied on one of the V.Marinaro/Capt. 
Hamilton midge hooks made by Partridge and size 24. I also had to change 
my point to lib. 9°z, nylon. Meanwhile John Jinifer had crept up behind 
us to, as he said, watch the fun. My first cast was a bit short but I 
thought I had seen a slight movement in the water. My second cast put the 
nymph about one foot above where I thought the fish was but about 18 inches 
to the left which was the direction in which it seemed to prefer to travel. 
There was a lovely boil in the water,I tightened very cautiously and then 
to my horror realised I was in to a big fihh! It ran upstream to a j o / i f *  
patch of weed - the amount of pressure which I dared to put on was not 
enough to turn him - and he was down amongst the ranunculus. I yelled out 
in anger "thats the end of that, I've got on a 24 hook and 1.IB 9oz. point 
so there's nothing I can do? Nevertheless I first tried giving slack but 
with no effect. I could still feel the line twitching so I said "here goes" 
and began to put on gradualy increasing sideways strain. You can imagine 
my jojr when the fish came out of the weed. After a few minutes with my heart 
leaping about inside my mouth the fish seemed played out and I drew him



towards the hank, at the same time endeavouring to unclip my net. The clip got jammed so I asked John to land it for me as I was rather scared 
of jerking the line while I fought the net. John landed the fish, gave 
it the last rites, and then said "who are you kidding about midge hooks. _
1 You've got at least a large 1*)- on". Sure enough, there was a rather nicely 
tied Sherry Spinner in the side of the jaw attached to about 3 feet of 

I nylon. On the other side of the mouth, however, there was my nymph embedded 
( right up to the eye of the hook! It later weighed in at 3Ls. 3oz. so the 
Gods really looked down kindly on me that day. A piece of luck I thought 
that will not be repeated.
Chris was fishing again on the Tuesday. In the afternoon I again walked 
up to the "hay-cart", Chris was again fishing the Lower 5 Hatches beat, and, 
yes, you*e guessed it, and called out to me 11 there*s another fish playing 
silly buggers for you to have a go at!" Chris told me that Peter Smeaton 
had been trying for this fish, a persistent riser, for most of the morning. 
Peter had given up and told Chris that if he wanted to haste his time and 
get utterly frustrated, he should have a try. Chris also told me that the 
fish would rise continuously for about twenty minuted than go down, He had 
fished for it various times without success and then gone away to give it 
a rest »»d then come back to find it feeding again. It appeared to have 
stopped feeding for the time being and in any case he had to hurry home.<phe light was staring to fail and after a few minutes I saw one or two small 
olives coming down. Sure enough, when they reached the area which Chris 
had pointed out to me, each one was greedily taken. This fish was only 
taking duns so I put on first a ginger quill size lo - no luck - and then 
the same fly but on a No.18. It was one of those days when for once I was casting well. My fly would land just where and how I wanted it to do, but 
although that trout took every one of the duns which came down it refused 
to be taken in by me. By now it had got too dark to fish so I went home 
a much saddened man.
The next day, the last of the season, I went down to the river again arriving 
just after lunch. There was someone on Lower 5-Hatches so it was about 
three o'clock before I was able to go and see if my friend was still there 
feeding. The fish had not been caught and was still feeding. As I had plenty 
of time, I decided first to try a couple of small dun imitations and then,
(if these were refused, to put on my midge-hook nymph. I thought it would 
interesting to see whether the success the day before was pure luck or̂  . , -
whether the tiny nymph did have some special virtue. The trout was agin 
each of the small duns which came down but again refused to be tempted.
First cast with nymph. The fish came across at least two feet to take it 
and was firmly on! It was a very lively fish and as I had had to put on 
a fine point again, I was sure that I was going to lose it each time it 
jumped. Lucky again and a nice two and three quarter pounder.
Back to the fishing hut and as bucked as hê ll and was told that there was 

V| another free-rising-jmtQUchable on the Upper baron. There was stiil time 
to have a look. Believe or not, the fish was rising and this one also 
came to the little midge hook nymph! I was not to land it, alas, when it



- 3 -
saw the net it start skittering over the surface on its tail with the 
inevitable result. That was the least of it, The important thing was 
that though several very good fishermen just coul'nt raise it, the little 
nymph was once again a winner.
I know how easy it is in these circumstances to come to hasty and facile 
conclusions which later are not confirmed by further eenelu experience; 
nevertheless, I know that next season, when overflogged fish start playing 
their games again, I will be getting out my Marinaro/HamiIt on hooks segaa& 
and ray spool of ultra-fine nylon tying thread.
It was very kind of you, Datus, to invite me over to Portugal. Unfortunately 
though, I am not quite sure at this time whether I can fit it in. I'm 
off to Dubai again later next month and will probably stay for about 
five weeks. It will be a blessing to get away from the arctic weather 
which we are experiencing. My son's in-laŵ , very nice couple, live just 
outside Lisbon and I would also like to see them. I'll certainly do my 
best to make it but am not too hopeful at the moment.
Until the ice and snow set in (-12°G in Winchester and -25 in Shropshire) 
we had a lot of rain. This has done our water a tremendous lot of good 
and is helping to clear the silt. The waters are really looking good and 
we have been literaly amazed bythe number of trout redds which have 
been cut. A surprisingly large number of trout around including many 
big 'uns. You just must come over before you leave for parts unknown.
You will of course stay with me and give tae* the pleasure of picking your 
fishing brains during the evenings.
Excuse me typing this letter and in such a messy way, but my fingers tend 
to sieze up when I'm using a pen. This is the result of an old wound 
which damaged by right ulna nerve. It doesn'T trouble me in any other 
way and I suppose its the continuous movement when writing that causes 
the trouble.
We lost six members at the end of the season. One died, Peter Palmer, 
two have been given free private fishing and the other three, who come 
from a long distance away find that the present cost of petrol makes it too expensive . M-VluiUd S t i j U A T  / -
Sorry to have burdened you with such a long fishing tale, but I thought 
you would be interested by the saga of the midge hook.
All my best wishes to you and Anna and hope to see you soon.
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a will and by Sunday evening the major crisis was over.
It all taught us a good lesson, however, and during the last weedcut Roy 
started on the Upper Barton two days before the official period. It was very 
lucky that he did. The water is still very low but although masses of cut 
weed came down again, it did get frree passage down the Barton.
Despite the low and very clear water, fishing has been very good lately.
Being at the tail end of the season there are a lot of fish about which have 
been severely pricked, or even worse, probably more than once. They are 
extremely cautious and whatever skills one possesses are fully employed.
Each fish landed is a source of great satisfaction. Fly has been very sparse 
but has continued to hatch spasmodically during the day. Few duns m  the 
evenings but quite good falls of spinner. The fish in the eveings arê

I / concentrating entirely on spinner and completely ignore anything elsê including 
1/ the sedges which are so often thrown at them. The other night I found two 

rising fish, one on the Middle Main and one on Park Stream which I just could 
not get to take my fly. On my way back to the hut and when crossing the A, 
Junction Stream bridge, I saw a cloud of spinner and noticed some exceptionally 
bright red coloured sherries. The next morning X tied a sherry spinner with 
a glaring orange pink body and gave it a try in the evening. I first went to 
the main where I found the same fish rising but did not at first tie on my gaudy object. When after a short period of non-success I did tie it on, I 
immediately got a rise and caught the fish. Back I went to Park Stream 
where my old friend was again feeding. Same story. I then made my wajrup 
Five Hatches where I found another member experiencing similar difficulties 
with a continuously rising fish. He asked me for ray advice so I promptly 
offered him my bright abortion. Two casts later he had caught the fish. 
Probably no mor̂ than coincidence but interesting a-*X same.
Another interesting thing is that on account of the very low and clear water, 
the fish are consistently chasing the fly down stream while making up their 
minds whether to take. They also.of ten come t o  it eventually, open their 
mouths and then merely nudge the fly away. When fishing directly upstream 
this has given rise to quite a few eyeball-to-eyeball confrontations - with 
disastrousresults. A point worth considering when reviewing tactics.
As you will have seen, the last few months have been full of incident but that 
of course, is no excuse for having failed to write to you for so long a 
time. Please forgive me.
Datus, it was truly a very great pleasure to have you at home. I am looking 
forward to next visit - why should Washington be a bar? And please remember 
that "la casa es suya".

to

Best wishegOto you and all.
W-im

Excuse the many corrections. When I get into full flow my fingers tend, to v 
run away with me and poke in double consonants where not needed while ignoring 
double consonants when they are needed!



Winnhester, 19/8/82

Dear

Many,many thanks for your book. I haven't written before because I wanted to read it once and then once again/ ruminating over every page.
Your book is excellent. Your command of good english makes for very easy 
reading and above all it fulfills the purpose of all good books in that it 
stimulates thought. I have been thinking of the right words with which to 
congratulate you and have decided that I cannot do better than to\heartily 
endorse Vincent Marinaro's foreword - in all but one respect. Vincent 
concludes by saying "How I would have cherished a book like this in my own 
formative years". I disagree. By "formative years" I presume that V.- 
Marinaro means when he was a beginner because although I have not met him,
I know from his books that he is too gooda fisherman and observer of trout 
behaviour not to agree that a trout fisherman's formative years should_ commence on the day when he started to fish and end not just when physical 
disability prevents him fishing but when his mind has become too senile to 
make valid observations. No, your book is not for the beginner. I belive 
it is a book for the fisherman who is already succesful in the catching of 
trout, who gives much thought as to why he caught that particular fish,£ 
why he failed to catch that difficult one and who welcomes the opportunity 
to evaluate his conclusions against those of a very experienced and thinking 
fisherman.
To me, the outstanding part of your book is the chapter on hooks. What you 
have to say is both original and comprehensive and I am sure that your 
comments will be quoted by many writers in the future.  ̂The least satisfying 
section, at least for me, is that on fly behaviour. This is quite under­
standable, of course, because you are writing chiefly for the american market, whereas my fishing is concentrated on the British southern chalk 
streams where the "mayflies" in their three stages, apart from the sedge and 
the black gnat, are the insects of primary importance.
I notice that in common with other writers the sketch illustrating the trout's angle of vision shows the angler's head as being the pint highest 
above the water. You do mention the "waving rod" but I feel that this should have greater emphasis• Last week I was standing on the bank of Five Hatches 
when I saw a movement of the water about twelve yards upstream which I was 
sure had been caused by a fish. I concentrated on the spot and was rewarded 
by seeing a very gentle rise• At that moment one of our new members — a 
complete beggiiter and not a very promising one - came up behind me and asked 
if he could wa£ch. The fish rose twice again in rapid successions I asked 
my companion to "freeze" then kn̂ elt down to commence fishing. Happily, I 
caught the fish and when the last rites had been performed the beginner 
saids "why did you kneel down? The fish obviosly hadn't seen you when you 
were standing up". I had to explain that the moment I started casting my 
effective height would be increased by at least six feet. Admittedly the 
rod is less conspicuous ih, when still, than the fisherman's body, but 
isn't this advantage nullified (new word) by the movement of the rod when 
casting commences?.



- 2-I A point of interest regarding your book is that you adhere to the belief that the female sherry spinner flies with its setae curled round the egg- 
sac and that you apparently give no credence to the findingd of Harding, 
and later confimmed by David Jacques, that the sherry spinner only curls 
its tails round the sac in order to press it against the venter, where 
by virtue of its glutinous nature the ball becomes firmly affixed to the 
underside of the body. This having been done, the spinner then completes 
its flight with the setae extended in the usual way. John Goddard refers 
to this in his "Trout Fly Recognition" and illustrates it by a photo 
showing a sherry spinner with the egg-sac attached and the setae fully ex­
tended.
Your book has certainly given me much food for thought and many very 
pleasurable evenings reading. Despite being a pigheaded conservative who 
fishes with split-winged flies, I shall spend mHny winter hours endeavouring 
to master the intricacies of tying your Perfect Dun which I will certainly 
give a good try-out next season.
There is a hoodoo on the Kennet for me. It all started on that nightmare 
of a day which I spent with you on the Denham water. Just before you arrived 
I must have displaced one of the scraps of cartilage in my spine which in 
normal people feature as cushions between the vertebrae. My back was giving 
me hell throughout your stay and things came to a head that day at Denham. 
Just after we had gone our separate ways my back commenced to scream at me;
I just could not kneel down to cast with any hope of getting up again and 
going through the motions of fishing, for that is all I did, was pergutory.
I just prayed for the day to end and when we eventualy returned to the car 
it was with one big sigh of relief. I didn't say anything to you because 
why spoil the day for both of us*
A few days after you left, Jack Heddon rang me on a fridaŷ evening kindly 
inviting me for a day on the Benham water the following Friday. He told 
me there were still a good number of mayfly hatching and quite heavy falls 
of spent gnat in the evenings. The following monday I started to get that 
nasty sensation at the back of ray nose that usualy presages a heavy cold 
in the head. No sign of the cold the next day but I was definitely off 
colour. On the Wednesday I fished the Lower Test with Richard Partridge.
I felt rather rotten throughout the day and was troubled by frequent dis­
charges of thoroughly nasty muck from my nose. I rested up all Thursday 
but had a very troubled night. I eventualy fell asleep around dawn and 
by the time I woke up, feeling rather ill and with a raging sore throat, 
it was too late to ring Jack and cancel the fishing. By the time I set 
out for Newbury I had lost my voice completely. We met at the Halfway House, 
I managed to whisper to Jack about my loss of voice and we went down to 
fish. Quite a successful morning, I caught two fish, but the pain in my 
throat was getting worse and by the time we went to the pub for lunch, I 
was only able to manage a sip or two from a pint of beer. Not like me.
In the afternoon we split up and I was feeling so rotten that I just found 
a shady spot and sat the afternoon out. We had agreed to meet at 6pm. 
and when we did so I was forced to tell Jack that I just had to pack up and 
go home. A nightmare of a drive home. 1 felt very confused at the round­
abouts but eventualy got back home never having exceed 30mph. Cta arrival 
I just tore off my clothes, got into bed and took my temperature. Ifrwas
103 + . During a rather delirious night I developped a continuous cough
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tut had no real trouble in breathing. In the morning I managed to get 
up and dressed and my neighbours wife drove me to the local clinic. My 
doctor confirmed that I had a rather nasty combination of sinusitis,

, laryngitis and pharyngitis all caused by a particular a«»iybug which was 
sweeping across the country. Whilst pumping me full of antibiotics the 
quack told me that I had been lucky in that although I had got sinusitis, 
which was unusual with this bug, I had missed the chest infection which was 
currently the worst sympton and which had indeed been fatal in the case of some elderly sufferers.
I was off river-bank duty for about ten days but as I had been talking about 
going to W ales with Angelo Bacchini for a few days, it was taken for 
granted that that explained my absence. When I returned to the fishery Iris Whitfield gave me absolute hell. She said she took it as a direct 
insult that I hadn't got m  touch with her as I should damn well have known 
that either she or her daughter—in—law would have come round, daily to care 
for me. I know that she was being very genuine. Good of the old girl.
All of this has had one very touching result. A short while ago a friend 
of mine came over from Argentina and I missed three days fishing. On the 
third day I was bombarded by phone calls and in the evening a delegation 
of fishermen came round to see if I was alright. Very, very nice of them.
During., the weed-cutting before last we experienced what will long be re­
membered as the "weed crisis". Due to the continuous hot weather, the low 
water and very poor flow, the masses of cut weed coming down from above 
literaly blocked our carriers. Roy was away on convalescent leave, Geof 
Lee, one of the working rods was unavailable and Stewart Newell was the only 
strong young man able to help. He struggled manfuly to both cut and keep 
the water cleax but could only devote an hour or so in the evenings. On the 
Friday of the last weekend of the weed cutting, I went down to the fishery 
in the morning, was appalled by the amount of "hung-up" weed I cut see every­
where a,nd on going up to Pudding Farm was then completely shattered by the 
sight which confronted me. From the footbridge at P. Farm down to about 
fifty yards below the Highland Bum sluice the water was completely blocked 
by cut weed apart from a little channel about one foot wide against the 
left hand bank. There was not just one layer of cut weed. Under the trees 
going up to P. Farm the water pressure that had built up was forcing one 
layer of weed on top of another. I was scared that the Pudding Farm sluice 
was going to collapse at any moment (the Barton of course would just have 
disappeared, the water flowing into the already bog-like field on the left 
bank of P. Farm) and went post haste back to the fishing hut where I donned
chest waders and siezed a weed-grab. I knew that I was being foolish and
taking on more than I should, but it was a crisis and something had to be 
done. I got into the water and struggked to clear a channel for the weed 
to pass down. later on Jim Gilman arrived, was met by Iris W. who told him that I was doing my best to kill myself and he promptly also got a grab and
came to join me. He was wearing thigh wades and standing in water up to
his middle. We eventually cleared a channel about six feet wide and called 
it a day. I went home feeling very tired and expected to wake up entirely 
crippled. No such thing. I got up the next morning without a trace of 
stiffness or back ache and went back to Pudding Farm. By lunch time I had 
been able to clear that stretch from bank to bank and had begun to work my 
way downstream. Jim had left a note in the fishing hut asking all members 
who might turn up to give a hand. They all, including Jim again, worked with
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f'VCŝ  ’sb^bo^ ö/^  u/*f ( I ova

% ' i
^VrAiCjiikA«^ bo»^ sHjfrt v v ^  •eux̂ 'Yiv.Ji (4 m
1 ^  ^  ca^ . p tga<í7 Cf, (*C/V V ^ K  . ( o a <t W t > k
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b<o(L*fbû  f U c  is o-v
« **
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