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Many thanks for your Repertoire. It arrived just before my 
trip to Montana, and I took it along with me. I have just returned 
and apologize for not writing sooner. 

Some of the flies, including certain of your own, impress me 
as extremely original and useful. As you are aware, there are no 
flies like them in the English-speaking world. I would gather from 
your book that French anglers, taken as a whole, have shown more 
interest in design factors and less in flies that are strictly 
imitative in the traditional sense. 

I share your concern with the names (or worse yet numbers) given 
to some of the French flies. They might attract more interest if 
they had descript i ve names. "Fore-&-Aft", for example, describes 
a fly with accuracy and economy, whereas "Mouche Exquise" describes 
a state of mind -- though a pleasant one. Nevertheless, I applaud 
your practice of searching for origins and using the name assigned 
by the originator, when he can be found. 

Obviously I have not yet been able to digest the entire book and 
put it to work. It takes a long time to give flies an accurate test. 
So far, however, theise four especially interest me: 

1) The Assassine worked well for me on a small Montana stream 
with medium-fast water and mode'ately difficult trout. The soft 
partridge hackle seemed to alldw fish to be hooked firmly, perhaps 
because it collapses. Americans have not paid enough attention to 
this feature, and a number of our flies do not hook fish well , 

2) The Gloire de Goumois seems brilliant, but I have not used 
it much yet. 

3) The Cul de Canard is one that I have been experimenting 
with for a couple of years. Sometimes it works very well, but I 
have not really figured out when to use it . 

4) Your version of the Exquise/Fore-&-Aft has been more 
highly developed than mine. I used it with some success on my 
difficult spring creek. I'm especially interested in your idea of 
holding the tip of the leader above water. In the very small 
models I used, however, I was not able to achieve this reliably. 
Perhaps I should try a bigger size. This excellent fly has been 
neglected here. 

With your permission, I will cite your book and some of 
your flies in the column I write for Fly-Tyer magazine. Will send 
you the result. Don't know whether the publicity will do you 
any real good: my guess is that Americans will not pay enough 
attention to books that are not in English. At a minimum, though, 
I'd like to extend the credit your ideas deserve. 

Thanks again, and best wishes. 



J .P. PEQUEGNOT 
19 Rue de la Ca ssotte 
25000 BESANCON 



____, 
....... 
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Dear Da.tus, 

123 Route de St Pee 
64600 Anglet 
France 

22/3/86 

I had a request recently from a fel~ow 
member of the Anglers' Club, for information on 
trout fishing in Portugal . As I know very little 
about Portugal, never having been there, I sug­
gested that he - Ian ~ackay - get in touch with 
you. 

I hope you won I t mind . 

Just back from New Zealand , where I 
had a great season, beat ever weatherwise, and 
one of the best for f ishing. I was with Don Barrer 
and a friend of his, Bob Berle, at the end of lllY" 

stay. Alas for them, the weather soured at that 
point and I haven 1t yet heard how they made out . 

Now have a photo copy of Basurto 1s Dia­
logo, but it's rather fuzzy and hld to decipher . ,. 
I also have a report o~ the pres ence of Jo . rhenana 
in the upper Aragon. If this is confirmed, it 
would be the first sighting of this magnificent may 
fly in Spain. 

Did I tell that I found out from Peter­
sen 1s book on Bergara the meaning of 11 pita ciega 11 ? 
A localism for 11 nightjar11

, 
11 nighthawk 11

• 

I am hoping to get to Montana in late 
summer or early autumn this year and do llok for­
ward to meeting you . 

Yo~ 

George Beall 



Dear Dr. Pequegnot, 

1914 N. Johnson St. 
Arlington, VA 22207 

26 Feb, 1986 

Thanks very much for your letter with the hackles, the Devaux 
flies, and the Bresson fly. I have delayed answering till I could 
get around to some fly-tying. 

I like the Guy Plas hackles. They resemble, in physical character­
istics, two old Chinese necks I had -- one grizzly and one red. It seemed 
to me that flies made from those hackles would catch fish when nothing 
else would, and I often used one red and one grizzly hackle together. 
The effect was much like that of a rusty dun. I thought, though, that 
the main point was not the color but the behavior of the hackles. 
They curved gently backwards, rather than standing out stiffly, and 
they gave a sparse, filmy effect. One day I plan to write ahout this, 
and I am delighted to find that similar hackles are highly prized 
in France. 

I mention my old hackles because I have not, of course, had a 
chance to fish with the French hackles yet. But they give the same 
effect. 

I have not measured the hackle barbs yet but would guess that 
they are much thinner than the Metz-type hackles. The stalk also 
seems much thinner. I would have guessed that the suppleness of the 
barbs resulted from- the fine diameter. You say, however, that it 
is impoitant to get fresh hackles from a living bird of one year 
or more. Have you actually kept hackles for a period of years and 
compared the old with the new? I ask because I have used very old 
hackles and found them still apparently as good as new. Frank Elder 
also kept hackles from young and old birds and found no difference. 
(You should have his book if you do not already.) Perhaps Elder and 
I were not looking for the same qualities. I'd be interested in 
your findings. There seems to be some mythology in the hackle business 
everywhere. If the cells in hackles are already dead, how could they 
know whether or not they come from a living bird? 

I also find Bresson's Peute to be fairly attractive, oddly 
enough -- rustic but sober. And I was interested in Devaux's way 
of forcing the duck hackle forward. 

I have Jacobsen's book on the document of Astorga, but found it 
incomplete -- missing a few of the vital words, like longareta.I'll 
keep an eye open for his books nn fly dressing. 

Since discovering the duck oil-gland hackles, I have been 
experimenting (inconclusively) with those of the pheasant and some 
other birds. They look inter.es ting. Perhaps som.eonvin France has 
already tried them. ,~ • . 

\ ; 

Yours, \ _ // 

- J ~t,i__,., • 



it will probably be only mildly interesting. 
Hence the appeal of the book is somewhat 
limited. If you don't have occasion to 
restore an old cane rod, the chapter "New 
Life for Old Bamboo" will prove less than 
riveting. 

Such limitations, however, can be con­
strued as a weakness in design only if the 
book itself is regarded as "cover-to-cover" 
reading. Considered instead as reference 
material, the very specific "how-to" 
articles constitute the book's great virtue; I 
can think of few anglers who would not 
have occasion to consult portions of this 
book during the course of a season or two. 

It would be interesting to see some enter­
prising editor or publisher follow Enger­
bretson's lead here and assemble a more 
comprehensive fly fishing reference book. 
Such a "technical encyclopedia" might 
.contain information about procedures that 
most anglers perform occasionally, but not 
often enough to become thoroughly 
familiar with the details: resoling waders, 
for instance; or splicing fly lines; dyeing fly 
tying materials; tying certain specialized 
knots; and so on. A book of this type would 
extend what Engerbretson has begun: a 
convenient, accessible collection of the kind 
of practical information that fly fishermen 
use. 

In this respect, Tight Lines, Bright Water 
is an unusual book. Though it sometimes 
entertains, its primary purposes are to in­
form and instruct, and the book does so 
with skill, clarity, and precision. 

Ted Leeson 
Corvallis, Oregon 

FRENCH FISHING FLIES 
By Jean-Paul Pequegnot 

Published by Nick Lyons Books, 
31 West 21st Street, 

New York, New York 10010 
Hardbound, $18.95 . 

French Fishing Flies is a translation (by 
Robert A. Chino) of Dr. Jean-Paul Pe­
quegnot's 1984 book Repertoire des 
mouches artificel/es francaises. The in­
troduction to the English version is by 
Datus Proper. 

To some, French Fishing Flies may be a 
disappointment since it is not a detailed list 
of fly patterns nor is it a how-to book filled 
with fly tying methods. For example, under 
Bonnenfant, Pequegnot writes: 

"The famous salmon fisher, Lucien Bon­
nenfant, used flies in which the general 
structure was like British models, but whose 
wings were partially or totally replaced by a 
pinch of badger hair. 

"Badger, donkey, or mule hair has been 
popular for a long time along the banks of 
the Allier, where Bonnenfant carried out 
most of his exploits. Today the British use 
tube flies for salmon fishing, plastic tubes 
furnished with a cone of hair and armed 
with triple hooks. While I must deplore, in 
passing, the use of such inelegant things as 
treble hooks for fly fishing, I admit that, in 
general, fur has a greater attraction for 
salmon than feathers. This is no reason for 
regret because flies can be quite as hand­
some when made with fur as with feathers. 
This superiority of hair is not limited to 
salmon. It seems to me that it is equally . 
good with nymphs and wet flies for trout." 

This I consider to be too brief a treatment 
of the subject. For me it raised many ques­
tions. As far as I can recall it's the first 
reference I've run across to the use of 
donkey or mule hair for salmon flies. What 
do the flies look like? How sparsely or 
heavily dressed are mule wings? How Jong 
are donkey wings? How are these materials 
used in nymphs? Where can I buy some? 
Yet I doubt if I would have found French 
Fishing Flies as interesting or stimulating as 
I did if it had followed the usual format of 
fly tying or fly pattern books. Such books 
are but reference books, books to be con­
sulted as one consults a dictionary. 

Datus Proper explains the major con­
tribution French Fishing Flies makes to the 
literature of fly fishing when he writes in the 
introduction: 

''For most of us, the important thing 
about this book is not that it is French but 
that it is one of the few works of any na­
tionality on the design of trout flies. The 
author did not simply collect French fly 
patterns. If he had, he would have pro­
duced an interesting curiosity, but he would 
not have sent many Americans to their fly­
tying vises. The best patterns evolve around 
local insects, and when transplanted to 
another environment, the patterns are often 
abandoned or modified-as happened with 
the Blue-Winged Olive, of which nothing is 
left (in America) except the name. Good 
design, on the other hand, is universal. 
That is as true of trout flies as of aircraft, 
furniture, and your wife's blue jeans. And 
design is why this book has as much to do 
with the Henry's Fork as with the Risle. 

• By 'design,' I mean that Dr. 
Pequegnot explains each fly's structure and 
how it affects behavior on the water. (I 
never understood how the peculiar architec­
ture of the Mole Fly was supposed to work 
until I read his description of the Pont­
Audemer, a derivative dressing.) 

• He appraises other fly-tiers' contribu­
tions as fairly as his own. (This gives us a 
wide range of alternatives from which to 
choose.) 

• He discusses the advantages and disad­
vantages of each structural change, without 
excessive reverence for the mythology of 

the matter. (By this kind of analysis, he has 
developed the old Fore-&-Aft Fly more 
highly than anyone else.) 

• He uses color as an element in design, 
but rarely as the leading element. (The male 
and female Panama are color variations, 
and you should not miss the author's com­
ment on 'fishermen seriously comparing the 
relative merits of the two sexes.') 

• Most of his favorite flies share an 
elegant simplicity. (Check the sedges.) 

• Of pretense there is none. (It is unlikely 
that old Simonet was trying to prove 
anything when tying the featured Grise a 
Corps Jaune, but he made a dry fly with 
one hook, one feather, and one piece of 
thread. I hope someone thought to carve 
that on his tombstone.) 

"Finally, Dr. Pequegnot's materials are 
few and natural, so that you can reproduce 
most of his favorite flies anywhere, any 
time, even if you are reading this in 2187. 
All this adds up to good flies-not just 
French flies." 

French Fishing Flies is also an historical 
document which makes a significant con­
tribution to the recorded history of our 
sport . A great many French fly dressers 
(before now unrecognized by English 
language books on fly fishing) are named 
along with the flies they developed to meet 
their needs and suit the rivers and streams 
they fished. Collectors of flies who read this 
book will have new worlds to explore, new 
fly dressers to locate and contact in the 
hope of obtaining examples of their work. 

American fly dressers who have grown 
smug about the quality of hackle now being 
produced in this country may be surprised 
to know that the French also produce 
superb hackle. On this subject Dr. 
Pequegnot offers the following: 

"Let us stop for a moment to consider 
hackle. An unlimited passion for really top 
quality hackle is a characteristic of French 
fly fishers. This obsession is very highly 
developed in the Limousin region where 
many fly fishermen of the countryside have 
one or more ' 'fishing cocks," precious 
animals that furnish the rare natural gray 
hackle (blue dun), and that are never killed. 
For a French amateur, the idea of sacrific­
ing a good cock in order to harvest the 
hackle is inconceivable. This would be like 
killing a bird that produces feathers of gold. 
Some of the animals cost a veritable for­
tune. And the cost of their freshly plucked 
hackle makes the price of an entire 
American cape, at sixty-five dollars, seem 
very cheap indeed. Between French fly 
fishermen, there is no gift more apreciated 
than a few really exceptional hackles." 

And: 
"This fly is one of the Ondines (Water 

Sprites), a series of 122 original patterns 
created by Guy Plas. An important quality 
of these flies is that their hackles come from 
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the Limousin fishing cocks that Guy Plas 
breeds and raises with such extraordinary 
care. This hackle, which is very expensive, 
has probably never been equaled anywhere 
else-and I say this with full knowledge of 
the superb quality of top American necks. 
A visit to the farm of Guy Plas would be in­
teresting for any fly tier. Each of the 
selected cocks is treated like a king and each 
has his private domain. He is allowed to live 
out his regal life paying only a tribute of 
some hackle twice a year. No leses majeste 
here." 

Does anyone out there have the address 
for Guy Plas? 

Dr. Pequegnot's French Fishing Flies is a 
small book (125 pages) which can easily be 
read from cover to cover in a single evening, 
a book which I found difficult to put down. 
After I had finished the book I was dis­
appointed that there was not more. Now I 
find myself dreaming of how I can utilize 
some of the ideas and concepts introduced 
by Dr. Pequegnot in my own steelhead 
flies. How can I mix soft and stiff hackle? 
How can I use ostrich in streamers? Can I 
catch a steelhead on the Souff[acul? What 
about the Spanish style of winging? Will 
steelhead respond to a sedge cone? 

Alec Jackson 
Kenmore, Washington 

THE METZ BOOK OF HACKLE 
By Eric Leiser, Nick Lyons Books 

31 West 21 Street, New York, NY 10010 
1987, paperback, $12.95, 117 pages 

The Metz Book of Hackle is a practical 
book for beginning and intermediate fly 
tyers focusing on the fishing qualities and 
tying characteristics of hackle. Leiser will 
get little or no argument about his assertion 
that hackle, particularly rooster hackle used 
to tie well-floating imitative dry flies, is the , 
key component in fly construction. As he 
puts it: "Fly tyers, like pack rats, collect 
anything and everything that might possibly 
be used to construct a fly. There is one 
item, however, that brings out the worst in 
the best of them and that is that ultimate 
prize-a rooster-hackle cape harboring 
feathers of the most elusive shades, the stif­
fest of fibers, and a full range of related 
hook sizes." 

In some ways Leiser's book is an Ameri­
can counterpart to Frank Eider's The Book 
of the Hackle (Edinburgh, 1974), although 
The Metz Book of Hackle is more of a prac­
tical fly tyer's book than the informative 
British study. Many fly tyers will know 
Leiser from his The Complete Book of Fly 
Tying (1977) and his extremely useful Fly 
Tying Materials: Their Procurement, Use, 
and Protection (1973). The Metz Book of 
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Hackle is, in many respects, an extension of 
the latter book. 

The Metz in the title of Leiser's book is, 
of course, Buck Metz, who is the source of 
Leiser's technical advice on hackle. As one 
of the first and one of the dominant mass 
producers of genetically-engineered domes­
tic necks, the Metz operation is a logical 
choice on which to base a relatively short 
book on the hackle currently available to 
the fly tyer. Although Leiser does mention 
in passing Hoffman, Hebert, and CQH 
hackle, there is no attempt in this book to 
compare the competing brands of genetic 
hackle in terms of their fishing qualities and 
tying characteristics. (For an example of a 
start at comparing brands of hackle, see 
Ted Leeson's "A Breed Apart: Genetic 
Hackle-A Comparative Look" in the 
March 1987 Rod & Reel. Leiser does offer a 
very useful discussion of the qualities, uses, 
and limitations of non-genetic imports, dif­
ferentiating among Indian, Chinese, and 
Philippine necks. His interest here and 
throughout is in helping the tyer stretch his 
hackle dollar and his hackle supply. 

The first three chapters of The Metz 
Book of Hackle seem to be aimed at the 
relatively new fly tyer. Leiser presents a 
brief technical description of the structure 
of a hackle feather, the range of hackle col­
ors and their relation to fly patterns, and 
advice on judging the quality of capes. 
Most of this material is similar to what is 
found in good fly tying books. Except for 
the unexplained significance of four micro­
photographs of hackle stems-a flirtation 
with getting more technical than is neces­
sary perhaps-Leiser's advice is well­
informed, clear, and always oriented to­
ward some practical aspect of tying flies for 
particular purposes. Leiser reprints Buck 
Metz's method of judging the quality of a 
cape, especially interesting in that Metz and 
his wife Sandy personally grade the necks 
the fly tyer buys from Metz. Leiser also of­
fers a brief chapter on "Storage and Pro­
tection of Hackle,' a useful re-emphasis on 
his advice about protecting fly tying 
materials from insects and vermin in Fly 
Tying Materials. 

The heart of The Metz Book of Hackle is 
the book's longest chapter, the title of 
which-"Getting the Most Out of Your 
Hackle"-is the point of Leiser's book. 
How much of what Leiser discusses will be 
new to a given tyer will depend, naturally, 
on his or her experience, but I suspect most 
intermediate tyers will gain something from 
Leiser's tips. And although Leiser is inter­
ested in helping the tyer stretch his hackle 
resources, he never does so at the expense 
of the quality of the finished product. 
Leiser discusses mixing colors and grades, 
sizing, tying with troublesome hackle, using 
saddle hackle and hackle tips, and selection 
of tailing. He briefly discusses dyeing capes, 
but here I don't think brief treatment is 

adequate. The tyer interested in dyeing 
should consult Leiser's more extensive 
chapter on this subject in Fly Tying 
Materials. There is a useful section on wind­
ing hackle and on adjusting fly proportions 
and hackle style to stream conditions. 

Leiser also discusses folding hackle for 
wet flies, and in his chapter on hen hackle 
details the Defeo method of throat hackling 
wet flies and the Harvey method of winging 
flies with hen fibers. In keeping with the 
tactical, fly tying emphasis of the book, 
Leiser concludes with a chapter detailing 
five of his "fly patterns in progress" (some 
new, some variations on established pat­
terns) where he demonstrates the creative 
application of hackling technique and 
material use. Well-illustrated with a com­
bination of Richard Harrington's drawings 
and Matthew Vinciguerra's photographs, 
The Metz Book of Hackle is a useful, inex­
pensive book for the tyer looking for prac­
tical advice on getting the most for his 
money when buying hackle and on making 
the best use of the hackle he does buy. 

Christopher Camuto 
Earlysville, Virginia 

HAVING EVERYTHING RIGHT 
Essays of Place 

By Kim Stafford 
(1986 Western States Book Award 

Citation for Excellence) 
Confluence Press, $14.95 
Lewis-Clark State College 

Lewiston, Idaho 
Distributed by Kampmann & Company, 
Inc. , 9 East 40th Street, New York, New 

York 90016 

Fly fishing has always inspired deep 
respect for place, for the sense of being 
somewhere and understanding it and feel­
ing its power. Learning to read-water, 
weather, animal and insect life, local his­
tory-carries the sport far beyond the 
mindless economy of meat for the table, 
stories for the tavern. A.H.E. Wood, as 
rendered by Jock Scott, had his Dee's 
Cairnton water, Roderick Haig-Brown the 
Campbell River, and others, like Enos 
Bradner on the Kispiox and General Noel 
Money on the Stamp, honored these places 
by becoming, for us and others, symbols of 
them. 

Portland poet and • essayist Kim 
Stafford's recent, and highly praised book, 
Having Everything Right, Essays of Place, 
celebrates and is awed by the sense of place 
to be felt in the Pacific Northwest. No, it's 
not a book about fishing, about how to tie 
knots or special flies, or about ways to 
tighten your loops-though one of Staf­
ford's best essays, "River and Road," takes 
as good a look at the Siuslaw River as could 
be had. Instead, Stafford's book seeks to 



FRENCH FISHING FLIES 
By Jean-Paul Pequegnot 

Published by Nick Lyons Books, 
31 West 21st Street, 

New York, New York 10010 
Hardbound, $18.95 

French Fishing Flies is a translation (by 
Robert A. Chino) of Dr. Jean-Paul Pe­
quegnot's 1984 book Repertoire des 
mouches artificelles francaises. The in­
troduction to the English version is by 
Datus Proper. 

To some, French Fishing Flies may be a 
disappointment since it is not a detailed list 
of fly patterns nor is it a how-to book filled 
with fly tying methods. For example, under 
Bonnenfant, Pequegnot writes: 

"The famous salmon fisher, Lucien Bon­
nenfant, used flies in which the general 
structure was like British models, but whose 
wings were partially or totally replaced by a 
pinch of badger hair. 

"Badger, donkey, or mule hair has been 
popular for a long time along the banks of 
the Allier, where Bonnenfant carried out 
most of his exploits. Today the British use 

- rrr6e file for saimon fimin-g;-ptastic woes 
furnished with a cone of hair and armed 
with triple hooks. While I must deplore, in 
passing, the use of such inelegant things as 
treble hooks for fly fishing, I admit that, in 
general, fur has a greater attraction for 
salmon than feathers. This is no reason for 
regret because flies can be quite as hand­
some when made with fur as with feathers. 
This superiority of hair is not limited to 
salmon. It seems to me that it is equally 
good with nymphs and wet flies for trout." 

This I consider to be too brief a treatment 
of the subject. For me it raised many ques­
tions. As far as I can recall it's the first 
reference I've run across to the use of 
donkey or mule hair for salmon flies. What 
do the flies look like? How sparsely or 
heavily dressed are mule wings? How long 
are donkey wings? How are these materials 
used in nymphs? Where can I buy some? 
Yet I doubt if I would have found French 
Fishing Flies as interesting or stimulating as 
I did if it had followed the usual format of 
fly tying or fly pattern books. Such books 
are but reference books, books to be con­
sulted as one consults a dictionary. 

Datus Proper explains the major con­
tribution French Fishing Flies makes to the 
literature of fly fishing when he writes in the 
introduction: 

"For most of us, the important thing 
about this book is not that it is French but 
th at it i~ 0n r of the few work s of any n1-
tionality on the design of trout flies . The 
author did not simply collect French fly 
patterns. If he had, he would have pro-

duced an interesting curiosity, but he would 
not have sent many Americans to their fly­
tying vises. The best patterns evolve around 
local insects, and when transplanted to 
another environment, the patterns are often 
abandoned or modified-as happened with 
the Blue-Winged Olive, of which nothing is 
left (in America) except the name. Good 
design, on the other hand, is universal. 
That is as true of trout flies as of aircraft, 
furniture, and your wife's blue jeans. And 
design is why this book has as much to do 
with the Henry's Fork as with the Risle. 

• By 'design,' I mean that Dr. 
Pequegnot explains each fly's structure and 
how it affects behavior on the water. (I 
never understood how the peculiar architec­
ture of the Mole Fly was supposed to work 
until I read his description of the Pont­
Audemer, a derivative dressing.) 

• He appraises other fly-tiers' contribu­
tions as fairly as his own. (This gives us a 
wide range of alternatives from which to 
choose.) 

• He discusses the advantages and disad­
vantages of each structural change, without 
excessive reverence for the mythology of 
the matter. (By this kind of analysis, he has 
developed the old Fore-&-Aft Fly more 
highly than anyone else.) . . 

• He uses color as an element m design, 
but rarely as the leading element. (The male 
and female Panama are color variations, 
and you should_not miss the author's com­
ment on 'fishermen seriously companng the 
relative merits of the two sexes.') 

• Most of his favorite flies share an 
elegant simplicity. (Check the sedges.) 

• Of pretense there is none. (It is unlikely 
that old Simonet was trying to prove 
anything when tying the featured Grise a 
Corps Jaune, but he made a dry fly with 
one hook, one feather, and one piece of 
thread. I hope someone thought to carve 
that on his tombstone.) 

"Finally, Dr. Pequegnot's materials are 
few and natural, so that you can reproduce 
most of his favorite flies anywhere, any 
time even if you are reading this in 2187. 
All ~his adds up to good flies-not just 
French flies." 

French Fishing Flies is also an historical 
document which makes a significant con­
tribution to the recorded history of our 
sport. A great many French fly dressers 
(before now unrecognized by English 
language books on fly fishing) are named 
along with the flies they developed to meet 
their needs and suit the rivers and streams 
they fished. Collectors of flies who read this 
book will have new worlds to explore, new 
fly dressers to locate and contact in the 
hope of obtaining examples of their work. 

American fly dressers who have grown 
smug about the quality of hackle now being 
produced in this country may be surprised 
to know that the French also produce 
superb hackle. On this subject Dr. 
Pequegnot offers the following: 

"Let us stop for a moment to consider 
hackle. An unlimited passion for really top 
quality hackle is a characteristic of French 
fly fishers. This obsession is very highly 
developed in the Limousin region where 
many fly fishermen of the countryside have 
one or more ' 'fishing cocks," precious 
animals that furnish the rare natural gray 
hackle (blue dun), and that are never killed . 
For a French amateur, the idea of sacrific­
ing a good cock in order to harvest the 
hackle is inconceivable. This would be like 
killing a bird that produces feathers of gold. 
Some of the animals cost a veritable for­
tune. And the cost of their freshly plucked 
hackle makes the price of an entire 
American cape, at sixty-five dollars, seem 
very cheap indeed. Between French fly 
fishermen, there is no gift more apreciated 
than a few really exceptional hackles." 

And: 
"This fly is one of the Ondines (Water 

Sprites), a series of 122 original patterns 
created by Guy Plas. An important quality 
of these flies is that their hackles come from 

the Limousin fishing cocks that Guy Plas 
breeds and raises with such extraordinary 

__care. This hackle,- which _is_v.1;r'3/ exper:~ive 
has probably never been equaled anywhere 
else-and I say this with fuU knowledge of 
the superb quality of top American necks. 
A visit to the farm of Guy Plas would be in­
teresting for any fly tier. Each of the 
selected cocks is treated like a king and each 
has his private domain .. He is allowed to live 
out his regal life paying only a tribute of 
some hackle twice a year. No leses majeste 
here." 

Does anyone out there have the address 
for Guy Plas? 

Dr. Pequegnot's French Fishing Flies is a 
small book (125 pages) which can easily be 
read from cover to cover in a single evening, 
a book which I found difficult to put down. 
After I had finished the book I was dis­
appointed that there was not more. Now I 
find myself dreaming of how I can utilize 
some of the ideas and concepts introduced 
by Dr. Pequegnot in·· my own steelhead 
flies. How can I mix soft and stiff hackle? 
How can I use ostrich in streamers? Can I 
catch a steelhead on the Soufflacu/? What 
about the Spanish style of winging? Will 
steelhead respond to a sedge cone? 

Alec Jackson 
Kenmore, Washington 



J. -P~ PE.QUEGNOT 
19, Rue de la Cassotte 

25000 BESANCON 
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