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BUTTE----The Unique

)

T E IR C R of one of the
trains entering Butte one
evening recently, a little girl
of five years rushed across

the ai Ie, flattened her no e on the
window pane and, after a long,
wide- y d tare at the thou ands of
city street ligl1ts, turned to her
nlother and cried:

(("Look:, nlanlma, all the stars have
come down!"

Whether approaching4 it by way
of the steel rail or by the undulating
l1ighway that bear the gas-driven
cOl1veyance of the gipsying tourist,
Btltte's nocttlrnal g410ry kll0WS no
better description t11an childllood's
g4raphic metaphor.

Becallse of tIle clearness of its
1110tlntain atnlospllere, becatl e no
unlbrageoLls screen obscures, and
because they lie at an inclined angle
to the eye, these tl10usands of
twinkling ,beacons provide a spec­
tacle l1either dLlplicated nor ap­
proached anywhere else on earth.

Beautiful by night, il1dividual­
istic by day, Btltte is literally "a
city set upon a hill, which cannot be
hid."

And just as the physical pre­
sentment of Btltte is compellingly
unique, just so does the moral and
social Butte, with impressionistic
touch, bequeath memories deep­
graven, rugged, ineffaceable. Born
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To Havre:

To Chinook:

BUTTE TO: Miles
Helena 73
Great Falls 172
Glacier Park 340
Deer Lodge 40
Anaconda 25
Three Forks 74
Bozeman 9G
Bi.g Timber 155
Havre 295

N ortlt from Butte.

Butte Hotels Are Typical of Any Modern City

of nlal1's primeval Iu t for gold,
brought to adolescence by his con­
tinuing quest for silver, and enjoy­
ing4 today the prime of his produc­
tiveness iI1 copper and ZiI1C, Butte
tands today the greatest miniI1g

canlp 011 earth, vvith a I1abitat conl­
l110nly acknowledged to be the
richest I1ill in the world and a citi­
Ze11r)T that is the acl1ieved, triunlph­
ant anlalRan1 of tl1ree score races of
I11an.

~ ~

Here, inside a 1,000-acre tract,
nature has so conceI1trated gold,
silver, copper, ZiI1C and lead that 50
years of incessant toil have not
served to exhaust the deposits. And
it is probable that for at least three
generations to come, Butte will con­
tinue to yield vast quantities of
preCIOUS ores.

The production to date from tIle
Butte district il1cludes :

1. More copper and more silver
than any other district in the world.

2. One-tl1ird of all the copper
mined in the United States.

3. One-sixtrl of all the copper
n1ined in tIle world.

4. In all, more than $2,000,000,­
000.00 in mineral \\Tealth, of which
$1,500,000,000.00 has been left
here in the form of wages, freight
and supplies.

More than 100 shafts pierce the
hill, from whic11 15,000 n1iners
wrest fron1 the tenaCiOtlS cll1tch of
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South frODt Butte.

Butte Has Four Transcontinental Railroad Lines

ag ·-old fis ure 20,000 tons of ore
a day. orne of the e shaft are
nlore than 3,600 feet deep.

In round figure, the nlaxilllunl
annual production of the Butte di ­
trict i 300,0010,000 lbs. of copper,
175,0100,'00,0 lbs. of zinc, 12,000,-­
00,0 lb . of lead, 12,000,000 ounces
of silver and 60,000 ounces of gold.

AI1 idea of the Illagnittlde of the
operations is conveyed by the fact
that, while Butte has on the" surface
253 nliles of streets, her under­
ground workillgs aggregate no less
than 2,700 miles.

~ ~

The history of Butte is interest­
iIlg. It was on an evening in JVlay,
1864, tllat two travel-stained pros­
pectors, Hllmphrey and Allison,
stood on the brow of a barren hill
at tIle nortll end of Summit Valley,
ill V\Testern l\1ontana. Fronl Vir­
ginia City they had tlrged tlleir
tired steeds across the great di­
vide, now looming five n1iles to the
east.

The Ull was setting bellind a
bleak butte at their backs, silhotlet­
tiIlg the hadowy forms which had
halted by the edge of a small pit,
abotlt six feet deep. Nearby were
the bleaclling- renlains of elk antlers
-the long discarded gads and
hand- pikes of SOlne unkllown dig­
ger.

For the lle"v-con1ers this old



We'st from Butte.

Butte Has Forty- Fiye Miles of Street Railways

pro pect hole held a challenge. The
crude il11plen1ent , gold-tipped by
tl1e etting sun, were an omen.
1"'11ey decided to tay.

Because of their decision, the
rLlde diggings 11ave 110W ran1ified
into the shafts, crosscuts and stopes
of 150 producing mines. The bar­
ren butte has provided a name for
tl1e metropolis of Montana. And
the prin1itive tools of the unknown
have given place to the mills and
l11elters, the pumps, drills and

COl11pressors of the greatest copper,
zinc and silver producinR district of
the \vorld.

~ ~

In tl1c old days, t11e miner for
g-old toiled wit11 picl< al1d pan or
raised his ore trom the bottom of a
rude shaft by freqtlent shifts of his
"n1l1d boxes." At the surface, he
dLln1ped it into a "Little Rocker" or
a "Georgia Btlmper," where' the
g-old wa separated from the gravel.
If he had a "Long Tom"-an in­
clil1ed box vvith side-boards, cross
bars and a screen of perforated
sheet iron-he was numbered
an10ng tl1e aristocrats.

By the fall of 1867, most of the
early placer mines vvere worked
out, after a total yield of about
$1,500,000. Btltte \vas nearly de­
serted. Forty men with "rockers,"
al1d five won1en was the estinlated
population. et thi was tIle year



East from Butte.

Hunting and Fishing Grounds Within Easy Reach

in whicl1 the ite of the pre ent city
as laid out.
"Ye , they ve laid out Btltte at

last," muttered a grizzled pessimi t,
"and if it l1as any friel1ds now that
it's laid out, they'd bury it."

Altl1ougl1 all the placer a11c1
quartz mi11il1g of gold il1 this dis­
trict wa done between 1864 and
1867, yet a early as 1865 the
Travona mine developed a rich
ilver ore hoot, and in the follow­

ing year silver developnlent work
began in the Original mine.

Tl1e first uccessful treatnlent of
silver ores vvas wl1el1 tl1e Dexter
te11-stanlp ll1ill and furnace were
cOlTIpleted and put in operation,
largely tl1rougIl the e11ergy and
financial a istance of William A.
Clark.

The clill1ax of \vhat nlay be called
the silver period of Butte was
reached i11 1887, vvhen 290 stamps
were wor1<:ing. These mills handled
440 tons a day and 100 tons more
were shipped daily to the smelter.
In 1893 came tIle collapse in the
price of silver, and \iVith it the prac­
tical di appearance of silver mining
as a prinlary indll try in Butte.
Today Butte's ilver and gold pro­
duction is a by-prodtlct of copper
and zinc recovery.
. It was in 1880 that the young
tTIanager of the Alice silver lTIine
fir t declared that Butte hill was
rich in copper. ... 0 sooner had he



In tile Residentiul District, "'Vest Side.

Health Resorts Are Within Easy Driying Distance

111ade tIle a ertion tl1an he was
laughed out of court by every
~11i~1in~ engi11 er we t of the iss­
1 Ippl.

But George Hearst, James B.
l-laggin and Lloyd Tevis, Cali­
for11ia capitalists, preferred the
Opi11ion of the practical n1iner to
tl1at of the o-called experts. They
put tlleir n10ney with his, acquired
a 111uch of the l1ill as they believed

aluable and 'founded the industry
\vl1ic11 has si11ce earned for Mon­
ta11a t11e title of "Treasure State."

Meanwllile, \i\Torld-wide authori­
tie re-wrote their text·books to
c011fornl to the geology of Marcus
Daly, tl1e u11schooled Irishman
\vho had dared to proclainl Butte a
prolnising- copper prospect.

TI1e property first acquired was
tI1e Anaconda Inine, owned by
~ tlichael Hickey. While a soldier
in tIle Union army, Hickey had read
il1 011e of Horace Greeley's edi­
torials that McClellan's army
would surrollnd Lee's "like a giant
al1aconda." The name so impressed
hin1 that he bestowed it on his first
lllining clainl.

Today thi verbal legacy of a
rude prospector's whin1 survives in
the corporate nan1e of the Ana­
cOl1da Copper Mil1ing companv,
the largest el1terprise in the world
enRaged in the mining, smelting,
refining and fabricatil1R of copper,
\vith 40,000 stockholders and with



ColUlnbia Gardens, One of the Finest Recreation
Plnces in 'the World.

(

Butte Produces One-Sixth of the World's Copper

large interests in Montana, where
it expenditures amount to $70,­
0'00',000 a year, and its employees
l1unlber 20,000, besides properties
ovvlled alld operated in a dozen
other states and in South America.

~ ~

Yet Butte and its ellvirons are
1110re than a nlinillg camp. Here is
all Ltp-to-date cOlllmullity of 60,0'0,0
people, cosmopolitan ill character,
llletropolitan ill aspect, thoroughly
Anlerican to the core. In tabloid
form, sonle of its assets nlay be
summarized as follows:

More than $2,000,000' a 11lonth is
paid to Butte's 20,0'00' wage earn­
ers, about the largest payroll in the
country for a city of this size.

Butte has 42 churches, 25 public
sclloo1s, seven parochial schools,
the largest btlSiness college in the
Northwest, alld tIle Montana State
School of l\tlines. Total school
ellrollment, 10,0:0'0.

Butte pays Otlt $10,000,000 a
year in freigllt charges and is the
only city in Montana, Idaho,
Wyol11ing or North Dakota that
has four traIlscontinental railroads
'- ortherll Pacific, Chicago, l\1il­
waukee & St. Paul, Great Northern
alld Oregon Short Line, in addition
to the BLttte, Anaconda & Pacific
railroad.

Butte 11as 45 nliles of electric
street railways, which carry 17,­
000,0'00 passengers per year



Main Street Looking ortb.
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Butte's Educational Facilities Are of the Very Best

ixty-five per cent of Butte'
10,0100 home are owned by th ir
occupants.

Ther are ,000 autoillobile ill
Butte-one for every eight re i­
dents.

Butte ha four banking in tittl­
tion with depo it e ceeding 33­
000,000 al1d clearings in excess of
$60,0,00,000.

Butte has 9,500 telephones, 3,000
gas connections and 15,000 elec­
trical connections.

Butte has excellent hotels, clubs,
theatres, hospitals, department
stores and the famous Columbia
Gardens, a recreational cel1ter at
the foot of tl1e Rockies, two n1iles
east of the city.

Within two hours' motor ride of
Butte are four springs resorts­
Boulder, Pipestolle, Alhan1bra and
Gregson-all having natural

1
hot

medicinal \vater and offering tlp-tO­
date accoffilTIodations.

Butte is an important point 011

the Yello\vstone Trail, being the
natural gateway to Yellowstone
National Parl( and a convenient
stopping place for those botlnd for
Glacier ational Park, to the north.
The free tourist camp, equipped
with all modern conveniences, is
symbolic of tl1e city's spirit of
hospitalitYT•

Fronl Butte tl1e best hU11ting and
fishing g-rol1nds in the U-nited



Good Roads Radiate in All Directions from Butte

State are easily accessible by auto­
1110bile, furllishing nearly every
variety of fre~ll water fish and
every kind of galTIe known to the
Rocl<y Moulltaill region.

Butte has the best lighting and
\vater systell1s in the Northwest,
and a climate that is ideal, with
clays l1ever ul1co111fortably WarlTI
and Ilights always cool. There is
more sunshine alld a lower death
rate here than in any other city in
the cOLlntry. The elevatioll of tIle
city at the courtllouse is 5,755 feet.

~ ~

So nlLlch for the physical, the
l1laterial Butte. For tIle ITIorai and
social BLltte alld its ideology, the
discernil1g' eye alld graphic pen of
Mary Brellnan Clapp are at our
serVIce:

"'We had been starved for flow­
ers. SLlmnler had become a season
to be desired nlainly for the release
it offered fronl furnace smoke and
coal bills.

"Today BLltte has 111ade her des­
ert places bloom. TIle Stlnlnler is a
succession of delights all the keener
for tlleir bacl<grotlnd of gray quartz
alld dull brovvn rhyolite. From the
first blLle flare of the larksptlr and
tIle glint of golnen poppies against
brown bungalow walls to the last
brave purple of the asters, the sum­
lTIer is a carilival, a glad forgetting
of the barren }rears. alld a renew-

Butte's Water Supply Is the Finest in the World

ing of happiness for tIle long winter
nlonths through vvhich a nlemory of
this bloOlTI nlav 'trail its cloLlds of
glory' and car~y 011 to the summer
tinle again.

"Charles Dudley Warner pro­
tected his growing garden fronl the
depredatiolls of child 11eigllbors by
a sign, 'Children, I(eep Otlt. There
Is Protoplasnl Here!' The wOllder­
ful tIling aboLlt protoplasm is tllat
nobody knows at first just what it

.is going to grow into. Its poten­
tialities are ill1lneasurable.

"In Butte, a Finlander went over
to his American neighbor Olle day
to announce that the golden poppy
had bloonled. He found tIle Amer­
ican listening to Caruso on the Vic­
trola. He listelled, too. Never
again were the two strangers. An
Irishwoman carried a larkspur root
to a stranger from Scandinavia,
and fOUlld her ironing a Hardanger
runner. Followed a discussion of
Hardang-er and Carrickmacross
and a jOillt calIon a newcomer from
Finland, who had her bobbins filled
for Cluny.

"Truly there is protoplasnl in
g-ardells. It is growing illtO SOnlt
thillg precious in Butte, fronl ac­
qtlaintanceship to i n t i lTI a c y ,
tllrough civic consciousness al1d
brotherhood to a conlmOll ideal, an
Americanism that sllall have added
to all that is most worth ",~hile in
Anlerica-.the lovely and laudable



On the South Side.
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Butte Is the Natural Gateway to the Yellowstone

hope and accon1plishments of
older and les~ luc1<:y lal1ds. * * *

4CAlong the outskirts we can look
dOWl1 llpOl1 ponds of copper water,
\\'llere are dunlped in unlovely" and
disorderly array, tin cans and pieces
of iron and other metals. A
tral1ger seeing· thi l11ight think,

'How ul1tidy and shiftless!' But a
lover of Butte knows how mtlch
thrift the tin cal1S represent. All
tl1e copper waste in the water that
flows frOln tl1e mines i collected on
these tins and the conservation ac­
complished is anlazing.

"So, too, nl11ch that goe on in
Blltte n1ay seen1, to the stranger,
disorderly and wasteflll. Bllt to the
lover of Butte, who sees not blindly,
but with tIle eye intuition of affec­
tion and faith, the stream of sociol­
Og)T flowing throllgh tl1e l11ine
carries witll it nluch of value and
the heaps of discarded container
of human hopes and discontents
and inadequacies shall tal<e on a
new value, preserving what would
otherwise be waste, and bringing
to tIle concentrator of co-operation
all the pure metal \vasl1ed from the
Inass of htlman an1bitions al1d dis­
appointnlents.

"Not tlntil tl1e middlings thus
conserved are assayed and com­
muted in terms of nlaterial advance
and political agreement will the
world understand what marvelous
processes are at \iVorl<: in Blltte."



Warm Days and Cool Nights -- Ideal for Tourists

DISTANCES FROM BUTTE

BUTTE'S ANNUAL OUTPUT

The annual output of the Butte Di ­
trict in nletallic copper, zinc, lead, il­
ver and gold would fill 4,569 33-foot
railroad car , making a train 28,0 nliles
long. Yet, this is only three per cent
of the total an10unt of ore \vhich ha
to be Inined and treated to produce th e
above alTIOunt of nleta!. The value of
thi output arie fronl 65,000,000 to
$100,000,000, lepending upon nlarket
price of the nletals.

cene in the Tlleatrical District.

/

TOWN MILES
Alhambra .. ._.. 56
Anaconda .. 25
Basin .. __ .._..__ 30
Belgrade .__ .. . 86
Boise ---.- ._ .. .__ 526
Big Timber__ . .._155
Billings .__ .... __ .. 236
Blackfoot __ .. ._._239
Bonner _. __ .__ 119
Boulder .__ . . 38
Bozeman . 96
Cardwell .. . .__ 40
Cascade __ ~ . .__ ... 142
Clancy . . .___ 57
Deer Lodge .. __ .__ 40
Dillon . ._________ 69
Divide . .. _. .. __ 24
Drummond __ ._--_. __ 74
Forsythe __ .__ .. 338
Fort Benton . 216
Gardiner ---.... __ . 175
Garrison _.____________ 53
Glendive 462
Gregson 18
Great Falls __ ._. 172
Hamilton __ --- ] 73
Harlowtown 188
Havre ------- . 295
Helena ._. 73
I daho Falls _._. 210
Kalispell -- 431
Lewistown __ . 250
Livingston 121

TO\iVN MILE
Logan __._ 72
Lombard . . 93
Los Angeles l,219
Melrose .__ . . .. 36
Miles City ..- 383
Minneapolis _. __ 1,105
Missoula . .. 126
New York 2,538
Norris .__ . . 71
Ogden -- ..-_ ... -- .. 394
Paris, France 5,868
Philip burg 65
Piedmont ._ .. _. __ . 39
Pocatello .-- .__260
Pony __ .__ .__ .__ . 67
Portland .--------- __ ._924
Red Lodge 265
Round up ---.--- 258
Sheridan . .__ 68
Stevensville .154
St. Paul -.--_. 1,115
Salt Lake --- 434
Seattle --------.------. __ 783
Spokane ------..-----_383
San Francisco__ l,167
Tacoma -----.-- ....- 779
Three Forks 74
To\vnsend - 113
Twin Bridges . 59
Viro-inia City . 88
Whitehall 33
Warm Springs __ ._ 25
Wallace . 261



Butte Has Churches for Eyery Denomination

New Hotel Finlen, Butte, fontana.

Depth of Some of the Butte Mines.

/

Steward 3,633
Grani te IVltn. 3,6'24
Diamond 3,60
Original 3,574
High Ore 3,400
Speculator 3.000
Badger State 2,gT;
Colorado 2,860
Mountain Con. ~,847

Anaconda 2,800
St. Lawrence 2.800
Pilot-Butte 2,726
Belmont 2,615
Black Rock 2,600
Tuolumne 2,600
Tramway 2,539
Berkeley 2,538
Davis-Daly 2,500
Pennsylvania 2,480

Mountain View__2,455
Never SweaL 2,400
Pi ttsmont 2,400
East Colusa 2,284
Leonard 2,260
West Colusa 2,200
Main Range 2,200
Butte-A. ScotL 2,198
W. Gray Rock 1,828
Poulin -- 1,749
Moonlight 1,741
Balaklava 1,600
Alice 1,484
Lexington 1,465
Colusa-Leonard __ 1,200
Orphan Girl 1,036
Silver Bow 1,033
Emma .__ 962
Tropic . ._________ 900



utte i the bu ine J I. an­
ial nd ocial center of a
territory larger than

ew England.

The·· of Butte de­
rived i name from
the old Indian word
"Butte," designa~g a
rounded hill. The cor­
rect pronunciation
gives it the same sound
as the first syllable of
.the word ubeaut-y."
From the lowly li~)e

western mining camp
with its huddled shacks
and tents, its cowpaths
and population ofa few
hundred adventurers
at the time of ore dis­
covery on the .hill,
Butte h~s .grown until
today it stands the larg­
est city between Min­
neapolis and· Spokane,
and ~he leading busi­
ness and railroad center
of the Rocky Mountain
northwest.

•
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