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I was born back in . isconsin. I left home when I was 20 years old.

I went to t e Coast and then went back to Minneapolis. I went back to get

SO!:le .cloneJ' I had co._· ng at home. I worked a counle years in Seattle before

I came to Bozeman. I was going to go to Alas~a b t didn't make it. I had

\ ild ideas ahout lTJaking oney "'hen I was young. I guess a lot of young

fellas do. I ran around a lot before I ca e to Bozeman~-that was in 1898,

June I think it rase I worked for John Copp for awhile. Ya see I was

a. butch.er by trade. Then I baled hay for F'. L. Benepe for the Yellowstone

ark CO;:lpany. The next season I went into the gardening b "siness up Sour

Bough for two Sunmers. I next carried mail for a .nan by the name of amine.

He had the contract to carry mail from Bozeman to Salesville. I could see

a future in it cuz a gu coul carry people and freight too. Yes, we just

went to Salesville and back at first--this ~~s in the Spring of 1900. lbe

route came up fa r bid in 1901 and I got it and started to carry tre mail

nyself. Ifent as far as Salesville. I liked the country and finally got

a place up at the dam about 20 miles from here. Had first summer home there.

Se' Bill. those days we only had weekends and ",10 uld 0 up then for a little

rest. The clerks of the Golden ~le store would come up too.

r~alter Cooper started his tie canp in 1902. That's how I got started

up there. In the fall of 1901, I went up to look at t _e road and then

started to haul to the tie ca'llp in the Spring of 1902. No :~ail at that time--

only freight. You had to carrJr 6 months in order to get a mai 1 route

establishe". I got ;;2.00 a. ay until bids were let to carr;)' mail to .l'.<ldridge.
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Eldridge was started in 1903. There was a Post Office there. This was so

long ago--I can't remember.

The road--it was just a poor l~~on road cut through passes j'st enouEh

to get through. There weren't no passing places. Out on the flats you could

go an~vhere. There wasn't no fences in those days. It took three ays one

way to get to Eldridge. The pas sengers I hauled were , inly tie hacks for the

Cooper Company. He floated his logs dO?TIl the Gallatin river. He had a out

2 - 250 I en working fo r him. Cooper Corn?any was the one that paid ne. T e

passenger charge 1qaS ~7.50 per head and 5% a pound for luggagB over 40 pounds.

The tie hacks had broad axes an a lot of tools, usually about 100 potmds

apiece.

I'll tell you who Cooper rese.bled--he looked sorta like Harold ear-­

he was built like him only heavier and taller or aybe like Dean Chaffin.

Cooper was elderly and very activo in business. It was Cooper and Holter

and Jotmson that had the tie camp. -. A. Clark put up the _oney. They had

an incorporate co _pany. Coope r was hie;h enough to get logs to Central

Park. They di nIt get their drive through for several yea s and went broke

bro e about 1907. I moved all their stuff down.

Industry--jc;.st logginf: vIas all. Later--I I ul sa' about 1907-8

we [ot SOlle dude business.

I picked the spot for the lamp because it was lalf way. It was a good

days drive flDr a team of horses. or a freiGht a tfit we took a. da' to go to

Salesville and the second day weld go to the ranch. The third day we'd L~ke

it to Eldridge. Fifteen-tvmnty .niles a day vras a big trip for a freight

outfit. I had the route a. long time except for about 8 years.in the 20's.

Freeland got it for 4 years. I.:carried 'na.il about 40 years.
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out 900 ton of' sbestos for insula tion. I operate it so' eti es by leas in' it

to . fferent rOrn15 l·ke Law's--t.l e ha.d it 3 or 4 ears. I used pack horses

I called it a. shift-- ·ada 2 ~rips a day. I haa m:)r

to get a t e sbestos. ~ad 20 horses a d coul ut 200 pounds on each horse.

, n mill t the ':tar ch. I

ground it up and e insulation l' 01 it for ~25-35 a t n. It's in a 1 t

~lah rna, 'Jiiss uri, C1licago, ashin·ton

of ...louses in t in ere.

I had 80 ,ear of ors" up at t

t east ostly.

ar cn fa :b.. e 1 es. hey came from

• J \ansas City,

Ohio. Just 81 nl€r b 1
• siness. .Ie a.d lunters in tl1e fall. I a.d c "nps up near

the P r· .. line.

l!;11 0; the roar las at ay'lor' s ~ork. In 1911 the road s b i It t:hrough

t I'est Yell., rst ne in tIle ]:tiall. Ji 'ny oore--not :e one here now--bLilt the

road through. It w s ·~st a ac' tr i1 before he took it on throu h.

'appington came in pretty e' lly-~onlt ' now .hat ar--about 1910

guess. He arov'e cattle u there. Only had a. fe f [lUll red hea •

Devore las the sh riff ere when the 'ecurity bank was roboed. The

robbers ot lp as far as Henke's cabin. enKe ras there at the time. The

robbers ,~anted grub so HenKe went to the 320 Ranch to get it. ere v-as t1VO

f 'em--a. yO'Lng ella and a.n ol'er '''ella that' a.d a club foot. The· r lad a

re gular ~ n battle u t ere. Seth ohart id the s ooti .. ~. 1 e s' at the young

fella first. The s eriff ot shot On the arm. Fu_ ~Y I ca 't reme' ber t1e

ye r--about 1923-4- r 5---damnea if I know.

They idn't kno '{ uch a. out skiin ~ around here except at my place.

Scarp a, d Les Anderson ut on, sk ° tournaments at he Ra ch--they drew q .ite

a few. eo
l
.le. thi' t e f~rst tourna ent w s in 1936 or 7. h,at s

before the ridger or B.ar Can on vere developer.
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I retired in 1953--so1d out in the Fall. It's been al.nost·3 years now.

A fella forgets a lot of things as time goes by. There's a real future up

there though--at least for a young fella that's got guts and wants to do some

work and develop things. B t it can be done.
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