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the name of Potter, the other three he couldn't recall just no '1. This
cattle compatW operated :from 1900 unt 11 1920 ."J}l8n it was put th the
Rinellng interests d then knOWll s the South on am Live otock
Comra1\V. de first eleven men all had sane cattle. It as about
1500 head all tota led. Cunn1ngmm am-Behring had been running about
1000 £':rom 1898 to 1900 alone. lJ.'bree years after tbey started, that 1.
about 1903. Cunni~ham and Bebri~ bought out the rest of the partners
and ran it alone. Until 1920 they s1mp~' ved their cattle into the
Taylor's Fork. Jest ork. Tepee. am Daly. and so forth. It was con­
siderab~ later before they got permissions and leases from the
Northern Pacific Railroad. but in the m«'lntin:e they had to do a eat
deal themselves to make the raI".6'e saf'e. There ,as a great deal o~

poison in the ran • They constructed over forty miles of drift
fense to fence off the poison areas. Up Cash Creek there were steep
plaoes wher. the cattle \"JOuld slip down. get caught in the creek,
dam it up and drown. These places ba.d to either be fenced or graded
down 80 it would be safe for the cattle. In all, th.ey sp:tnt a great
deal of ti Jmkl "" the range safe.

tIr. Behri~ said tha.t as lo~ as their oomlQ~ ranc>ed the ;:est
Gallatin that 'they never· overIBstured. 'then they got mae cattle,
they saw to it that they t more ran • When theu drove the cattle
out in the fall at least a half' of the range 'was left for game, and
th t the elk and deer Jr0sPered dllri~ that time. Said when tbay
started they grabbed as much range as tl.cy c·:r:lld. e-et, but 1900 thfGT
bought 543 acres of' the J., II. Niebson place. Henry Border one 0 f
the finest of the old ti~ in the valley bought the other 480 acres.
The Cunningmm and Behri~ portion of the re.:nge '\'88 used as their
main headquarters for many years. Mr. Behri~ said that Mr. J. H.
Ni~son was a very picturesque el:aracter. He came into the cOdry
with Nelson story. Their compU\V used all of the range in the \'Jest
Gallatin. He ~s that Daly from the YellowutoM 1'\8ver pastured
cat t 1 e in the Gallat in.

WbenCunningham and Behrizg started, Still Hul1tJg was pasturing
cattle in the up~r basin in Tepee and Daly Creek as far as Black
But~e. Hulings cabin was 1n Tepee Creek. Ear4r they had no range
down around lest Fork, later they got it. For~ years they used
all of the Holter lam ithout lease, but later laased it as they
did the othern Pacif'ic Lands.

As sone of their cattle be, n to dri ft across into the Mad1son
they lost a good nany cattle .. and also horses by thieves so that they

ot started over int 0 the ad180n and ber n to buy up and lease land
there. If they bought more cattle, they would lease more land.

Thinks they took over the Bear Creek Ranch about 1914 or 1915.
They got the ;7est Fork in a peculiar ~.

Here !Ir. Behr1~ .stopped and said, "1 am talking to you just as
though I were thinking aloud. 1 seldom talk this much. 1 !mow "lID
will nake pro);er U!Je of' the lnfornation I am ving yo. Once I
started in the Sheridan Hotel to talk this Y to a young man who
se~d interested in "' ontana history. nd when I t through he said..
"Yes, I am very much interested" I am a reporter." Lfr. Behring said



as lo~ as 1':8 ",,"as in business m never talked his b~ineS8to others.
that he always tried to keep his name out of the pLpers, ani tlBt their
cOmpLttV I never written up in all t1':8 years they ran it.. I a8l11D" d
him that I \'IOuid see that his report on early conditions was never pub­
lished in ~ time.

GOing back to 'lest Fork, r. Behring said CJ.1de Tedriok had.
leased or homesteaded land just belo them on T~lar 's Fork. by
mard that lIr. 'l'edridt: rod traded his place to Tom J:lcl:lener for mining
s toOk. about the same tine heard that ~om Michener _~ \'J'ar..t ing to go
into the cattle busill9so. He as t17ing to organize ... caomJl&l17 to run
catt18 on Porcupine Creek and Buffalohorn Creek.

The Cunni~ham and Behrir,g compaIG' held a council of \".81", p"ompt~

put in a thou and head of ca tle int 0 Porcupine and Buffalohorn 0:

~ icher.er v back the edrlck place??' Later boo' t the ..Ledrick place
for the taxes. They'll nted no more companies grazing up in that section.

bout 1915 they be~ml to +.a.ke C ttle do into the Crow reservation.
Said at one time they had alto ther a 120 acres of land for grazing
purposes. John Kirby lx>mesteaded what as their main range up 'l'aylcr_
now known as the hin un and later sold it to the T~lors £or the
cattle oompa.lJ7~

The winter ot 1919 was a terrible V'lint • The cO'IllJB~ had tht'Jenty­
three people nd 6.000 cattle to Winter. In ~ontana it had been a ve17
dry Beason and it au very bard to russel feed. It cost something like
'~5 a bead to winter cattle that year and. 'iSS so staggerll:{; that tm
co~ had to reor~1ze.

Then Ringling came in a.ZId sheep ~re brought into the c~.
:l!ooee sheep Viere the story Whl tee The cattle \'Jere t aDn to the Crow
reservation, the sheep put into the JJadlson and Gallatin C ty.
Ringling was given a lait interest in the compa.~. Up to 1920 '.
Bebr'1qt had been }resident of th oompa%\V and vanted a. controlling
interost. After 1923 It beRan to bec Xl1t disorganized. Ringl
offered BehrI~ the outfit back and qp50.000. It as all in su(f
shape. Yr. Behring left the compmy in 1 :;"" am after tlat has
practloal13 nothing about its organhation.

Cunni mm and e'h:ri~ were together lith a ven: 1008e or~nha-:;la4

closely associat ed far IIa.V years t mndllnt: e;he 1r' QW11 business. Mr.
Behr1~ said he wot..ld never be in any organization in whioh he bad a
minority stock \:t.l81'e be oouldn't have bsolute control of the 'business.
Om of their Madison p-operties was What is now knoWn as the Buffalo
Ranch. mn by the n.:ml8 of Daker settled it originally. Ue sold to
someone by the name of Sherman from Butte. alld later Hample and. Granger
from Butte tOOk it over, but he thinks that Tom Hodgen hai the place
after Sherman; and that it "as Hodgen \'410 sold to Hample and Gra r.
He said Shar" hI) _,bt it pu:r.eiy i th a notion of speculation. He 'J

going to exploit it nd sell stock to Easteners as a fruit farm. Said
the p1ct'ures of the orcmrd tha,t he took to send ,nth his pamphlet ,ere
taken in the Hl~ Or .:~..ard down n~r Bozeman. and that be included in
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his pamphlet pictures of Rippl1~ Crane which ne new had been taken in
the lover GallaUn Valle;y. Be thinks Butler bought the ran, direot
trom Granger. r. Behring said it was the ~t perfect plao for
{!rowlng oattle that he had ever seen. Sald that one oould cut h~ on
alrmst arw portion of it. t the tiIll9 t my toOk it ovar it. leased
from Hodgens to hls nephew.. Jim Cl:ntnan. any;ve re. while tbere were
sheep on it. ,hich he tho' bt a very bad thing. He said \":hen they ~'Ved

the cattle out nd put sheep in 1919 It:as something t16t never sbo 1d
have been done. but said their losses on ca.ttle vms so hea.vy. Sheep
were cheap and they hoped to make back their loss••

As an aside he told me of an interesting old timer in the upper
ad.ison mmed Lou Fowler. He is rather im lined to think that owler
as just an assumed name. Said that Fowler Vias a deserter from Gibbons
nzw. He deserted at the time of the Nez Perce raid out of the Yellow-

stone Park. a ni cam down into the Madison Valley and. homesteaded.. No
one ever found out that he vas a deserter until 1918 wben he ViaS brought
up as a. Pro-German syn'lJnthb:er'. Be was on tbe Bear Creek Range under
Cunningmm. aye that Cunni bam and. Behring also had cattle up into
sr&ill <;> Oreek. the upper basin here Hebgen now 18 .. and 'OVer into

telope Basin.

When it came to lEnsing the N. P. lands. Mr. Behring decided the
thing to dowae to go to saneone who 7as a friend of the Nothern Pacific
Railroad. So he ent to Charles noenyl. f7heD the forest service found
that t he Nothern Pacifio was Willing to va them leases. they objected
very strongly to > Ving 70.000 acres of land into control of one compl\V;
and told the Nothern Pacific th~t tbly hm. presumed to lEf1.se to them.
T~ could not lease. so • Behring oonsulted . • nee~ and asked for
a letter of introduction to Cooper \'/1» as the Ifothern Pacific Land
gent. r. Behring said. COOPEr was a very picturesque man

I
very fine

lOOking. He had been at one time the commandant at ~ort ssin obo:ne
and came from there to be in obare of all the Nothern Pacific lands.

neeny said .. "Ch11ds is the man you vant to see." The next et!lY liD081\Y
nnde an appointment for him to see Childs in Charles Hartman's Office
at 2 0 'clock in the nl)rning to give him a l .. t ter to Cooper. In place of
that Childs pulled out his card and rote on the back of it, "Thi s is to
introduce H. C. Behrir.g a friend of Charles mce~. Do all you possibly
can for him." He told him not to 0 to Cooper •. but to the President of
the Nothern Pacific. He then ot on the train for St. Paul. The Presi­
dent said be las in the operating deIBrtmmt. but he would call three'
chiefs to go and find out. The traffic chief said that Cunningham and
Bebr1~ were their heavy shipptl's and t hat Childs "as behind them. 'so
called Cooper in and told him to O. K~ the leases.

The forest service was st 111 very much incensed about this and asked
him to et Hughes t their fores t man. in Mis SDUlato try to 11" event the
leases. They finally f':l'ot their )e &see. T~ polloy of' the railroad me
to clar e a fee of '50 for range land. but Cunningham and Behring said
the range declared it halt timber ani mlf' grass. so that the lea.ses
really cost them ''(;25 a section for the 70.000 acres they leased.

~r1hen Cunni bam and Behring first proposed ]easing the tTothern
Pacifio land th~ wen!: to the State Lard.li nt. om Cooney. and he told
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thElll they caul ba.ve it. hen they lent and talked to the local forest
.....Da, he told them yes, it .as all rif» t; but promptly wired

!ngton and told the forest service there that s ornethlng terrlbl e
_s happeniru, th t th1s comp!Uly nted to loase '10.000 acres from the
,rail:roo.d. dams (I in char;" of the rang ~ office at Missoula. during
a.ll of this trouble. Cunningham and bring just couldn't get at him
at a.ll. He fou~ht them IOOre bltter~y than a~on:, else except Hn &8.

In 1919 or 1920 after the very hard. winter of 1919 the forest
service tried to '''et even with he COInpalV for havir beat(W them about
t se lea.ses. :ft~r the seVere pinter ot 1919 the f1mnces of the
compa,ny were not oood. It d CO~3t them so :much to winter their
S ook. It OOB tban about : 5 a au. for c ttle. Cattle ,'ere high.
Sheep cost on~v about one-fourth us much and could be pastured where
the cattle p?;stured. Tl~ platme to tale all of their cattle over to
the Crow reservation and pUt the 'sr~ep in t ir upper allatln County.
This the foreot service said thtW would. not permit. Ty had ,t this
time 23.000 sheep of the old tory ani te Comps.Z\V. By this time
C. • dams had fallen out ith the forest service. Behring knew
what a od fighter he was, and thought U· f) could fight so hard

inst them; he could also :f1 ht well for them. So he and dams went
do n to laahington and, 1'0 t: ere over three months.

Graves was he.d of the forest servioe, Ed erriman as Secretary
of ..grloultu.re. having been appointed in"Hus tons place, 'f-alm and
Myers were the Semtols, marles Hartnan was Representative; and he ani
"dams helpsd Behring u. great deal. Graves rema1ned absolutelJr agains t
letting them ve s18ep on the forest. Final4r they decided to have
Bruce Kramer, who was the Vioe-Ch.."1.1rman of the .Democratio Con:m1ttee,
at that time Cummings was Ohairman. come to their ~lp. They 1&41_a
great meetl~ in Graves' 01'1'108, as ",{r. Behring said a mgnific t
gallery, KramEr was 2.11 dressed up in the coot tblH fit him tight in
the middle, a. ca.ne9 am a. derby hat. Graves got up stated his- opposi­
t ion am then Kramer a.ruced to quest lon h1m2Jld outworded him in every
was. "raves got purple, 'blue, and green; and still remained firm about

s opinion. bout this time Kr8m&r had to go down to visit his re-
lOot! 0$, but ltv r nd. ia.lsh worked hard for them; 7a.lsh doing most...
ot' the heavy ork. Kramer ~ lIed Merriman d as thou _h ~

It was Ed tbls, am we'll see Ed for that; but finallJr
meeti~ they discovered. be lad never met Ed befare._~!WI.
the ins and outs of the forest depu'tment in n,'ashlngton, becaus"! hitbld

'worked there. Fimlly - J: ...ves said go on out to Montan.a alId we'll try
to get his straightened out; wt Behri am <lams bad already been
there nearly tirAe months so they said that they were not going unt~l

it was settled. Flmll,y errlnBn gave them permission so dams bad to
turn out the sheep.

Duri~ these three months tlnt they \'7e1'e in 'rashi ton very ex-
citing thi s were l:np~ning. -Heon vIas 1mki Laneing his Secretary
of State. Now Behri ani dams md a chance togo to all of the Senate
~eti:ng8 where the League of Nations werediecussed, am 1t was all a
very interesting t 1me for them.

By l!:l20 they h..id sold half blteres t in too ~ompa.rw to Ringling,
and when the najority ot the stoCk "las out of Mr. Behring's bands the
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comp~ began to go to pieces rapidly_ By 1923 Mr. Behring had retired
entirely. a.l\V. ears before $ft~r Cunningl'am and Behrl~ started their
oomtal\V some BCZ3tlSZl people tried to take she p up through the allatin
Canyon. This, of course, the company very bi. ttr ly opposed. They had
nothing but cattle at tint tlID9, and kne'v if sheep 'Were driven up they

oul eat o£t all the pasture and ake it impossible for them to d1"ive
their cattle through.

r. Bebri~ went right to Charles Ba.rtmn, .0 s.", then their
presentative in lash1 ton, t his support and they taU8d to

lfford Pinchot mo bad he lped es ta.bl1sh the fores t; a ni to Id
bat a terrible thing it would be to hav sheep 1n the Gallatin

anyone EmphasbiIlg lMrely what a. bad thing it would be for the scenery,
!ml the tourist trade; and never mentionl:rg that it would be a dlsad­
vanta to their cattle company. hey made ~ 1r c se so strong that
frOO1 tmt day until this, beep have never been driven up the lo\'W
canyon. All sheep that they took into the county were taken in over
Imian Creek to the Ttwlor's Fork Basin. Mr. Behring feels still that
it ias a m1s tal!:8 for them to ta sheep into that fine mountain country,
but 8aid at the t1 they did not know h(1.V thl\V could recover frOm the1r
bad tcrtune durirg the Winter of 1919 1n an;y other 'lt3'3'-

I then 8 " to Mr. Behr il.'g about the Bear Oreek r c:. P. sald,
"Yes, it 18 a very fine ranch, but or it to be a success it Mads un­
limited range.~' The~l he apOft briefly of ho\'1 he would often go i;raveHng
tbro~h the State and p1uk up cattle, and instead of trying to oroWd the
raIl . tl ,y - d; b!t 0014 wiro to Cunn1r:gmm ani say I picked up 1500 range
c ttle, find 80me place to plt them. Cunni~m:nwould go out. and 1_3e
or in some way get eno .h extra range fcrr t" cattle. They never did in
aU the t~ tiley were up the ca!W0n overcrO'llld their range.


	0945-003-011-003
	0945-003-011-004
	0945-003-011-005
	0945-003-011-006
	0945-003-011-007
	0945-003-011-008

