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n ugust 881 it seemed an as ur fa t that in a 'ar

main line of the a the n cir· c Railroa oul run through th central

pa t of ,ont which ould in 1 e Bozz;e an here as eve oar inty tha

that r ilroa hen built ex con rol lot all of the ssenger ray 1

to d rom Yello, tone ational k en ithout a branoh line 0 h

Q rk the ort rn Paoific ou d be able to 1 d p:1sse gers muoh nearer the

amrnoth Springs or the Geyser Basins th n ny other main line at present

oonte~lated or under construe i n· hila ith branch or ~nd.el?endent line

unning ~rectly rom BOzeman th _ only town in on na ith close prox­

imity 0 both nt nee to the _ k, it au d prove no only the g eatest

possible a vert is ent for the I\Torthern.Pac1fic but it waul very materially

as .1st in making Bozeman. one of the chief towns of ant.an

:us in accordanc i h the Tar itori 1 tatute, articles of incorpor-

ation ere operly en ared into an filed b.; -la a opted, ana provi e

an pledged, and prelimin - ste s etermine the most feasible

route to the P rk In further ce of the st name bjec~ a . ing .

party C·ODSl.sting of Peter KoohI' Ival te ooper and e~rge JVakefield,. ere

ehoo:en to mak t he trip over the rout Koch, a civi 1 engineer ·ent for

the purpose of s urve ing det rmining, an estir.o.at~ng sS1.ble r i1 oad

gra e, nd Coo er d r-Takefiel ith defl.nite knowl dge of Geology were

sent to ete ne loe tion and for Geological observations It S OQn­

fidently bel~eved that a comp atively easy d inexpensi va grade could be

fau by £ollowin,O' up the \Yest Gall tin to or ne its head, then oros sing

over to the hea ~at rs of the i r nd s on to the u r Geyser

Bas1.n

oa.

houl the pr el iminary surve

ould becolne an assure fact b

justi~ neral expect tion t· e r lI­

the e siest and ho test route to the

Yello st 0 Park



alter Coo.par s Diary of the Gallatin Trip follows­

ugast 19 1881

Vlest Gallat in I~orthern Paoific ·xploring ;ped tion .

Peter Koch . eorge Vlakefield. Valt·er Coop ith uel on Collins paoker

and Ford cook eft. Bo~eman at 11 e aloek tr g evidenee that no desert

land ists in Gallatin Valley. Koch took obs.e vat.ions at Salesville . 'oan...

ery fine;. ~ lovely, Red stone quarry at mouth of Gallatin Oanyon '[y

B .ownie dog overtook us just out of ~·alesv11le. Had tied her in barn before

at t i ~ wi th inst,rnction not to :k t her loose or several hours h. is

no trouble but wlll get very tire

"'ade camp at mouth of S, nish 'reek whicll has one-fourth flo of wate as

that of Gallatin. Caught three trout with brown hackle; trout rise s 10\' to

fly. No signs of game so:fEu' River falls evenly and Iegularly at bout

thirty feet to the mile. ~anyon quite open and opposite mouth of 51 nish

C·reek wid , beautiful valley o.nefourth to half a mile wid.e, hills and

valley o'overed with a good growth of "grass

August 20th.

Oook up at.fcnr 0 clock Breakfa·st at five. Left ea..nIp at 6.30 "r 0 sed

river mout,h of -nish Creek. - one-fifth flow of' \vater of Gallatin rver

Re~onnoitered jus't above c'reek Ente:re· Sow Belly CaI\Yon one and one"

half miles long' rough portion of tr il over granite shale rook; canyon

short. Fal of stream a'ighty to on -hundred feet to the mile C3,nyOl1 i.dens;

from tine to time - with two orossing~ v~eaving up to ard ];it Blaokmore

eros si it from the east One stream puts in froul t:be west.

canery ery fine from other side in Hell Roaring Creek Canyojn.

Limestone fornation changes to granite. River here about fifty feet wide

On either side of the river cliffs rise to the height of one thousand feet

to t,,/o thousand Scenery grand On the east Squaw Creek flows ints Gallatin



surmn~t of l' e bet {sen Gallatl SUlm11l.t. 'to flat e thought " r.ad nt,
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t·he plendi,d Geyse go' if at 11 0 ·cloo.k a 01 ithfu go off a

12:05 aw the Gia,nt go off at 5·30 It was in constant foraibl ti n

sixty one minute - forty minutes of t at tine about fifty to s ve' ty-five

During the first fa bursts 8m threw .ater four hundred f'eat

h g~_ . aw the Grand, by oonlight nd at the same ime watohed the Riversi

from a distance

river bes ide it

Ugtl . 25t

It w s magnificent throwing later s.i e vlay. out into tho

ook up at usual time State for home at 6.30 Reached La er Bas n a

10 La t the e a.t 11:05 to take direct ccurse down the river llatino

ObJect was to asoertain character pf emntry bet.ween mountains of Gal atin

ani Bozeman

ugust. 26t

Up as' usml. Tra eled steadily Vat er s mIlo in river .all 70 feet to

the mile l!ade t e1'Ve miles in forenoon Halted at, 1·45 for noon meal

Smokey and hazey ahead. SImIl of~ smoke in the air. Push on till 6 30

make enser Must be approaching forest fir pro.bably not in our path

··eams advi able to vst for nigb.t and push on early in the morning lilight

be cut off if we gtl back

ugust 27th,

Up at 3 30 Get un· er way at. 5 Keep to course of rlve

still shallow imber l:a d to break through rnoke awful Hors.es nervous

Bir .s with seared ings flyirg !Sst us No red glow anywhere bu th:Lck be

smoke Tra eled all. day - choked dth smoke Plenty a er but must push. on

Ve~ -hort noon halt Dark early nd moke orse ee re glow now -head

and very ner us Taking turns now sleeplDg as· its us for it I gu ss . fraid

to v 1 befa e daylight for fear e might get off our course and et lost

in the inc eas· smoke
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ugust 28th.

For fear of what may lay a.head am trying to keep up journal. Day breaks late.

Read;v to start by 5 :30. No us e eerlier. Fire creeping toward us from eve:ry

direction; all around us. Horses feet very s are. Travel tbr ough hot ashes.

steer horses dOV"m creek bed whenever possible. River increasing in size as

fed by streams down canyon. Water getting too deep to travel in streBll}.

Nooned in middle of stream. No grass or feed left for horses to crop except

the very last of what we are carrying. Trying to keep Brownie riding on top

of one of the packs. Her feet very raw. 1bat this night will bring and to...

morrow we know not.

August 29th.

Make all possible baste. Trail easier to foolow. Traveled greater part of

last night. Flames jump canyon from one side to the other. Spectacular

sight but an inferno. See snall garre wit h seared fur and bewildered elk and

deer race by. We hardly halt for food. Cannot now travel any p3.rt of way in

stream. Hot ashes falling everywhere. Noise of fire deafening. By late after­

noon reached burned over section and find heat not as intense. Stench of

smoke still aWful. Coughing constantly. Horses short winded and exhausted.

We jud we bave made fifty miles since two this morning. No feed left in

upper or lower p3.rt of Gallat in Basins. Timber practically burned out. Neau

seating sight. Only comfort we are getting well down canyon toward horre.

Reached Hell Roaring at 7 0 'clock tonight. Halting now fur food. One mountain

completely bare of timber. 'Ie are naming it Baldy. Fire out here. Sorre smoul­

dering pa.tches still and hot asles everywhere. Some places tle largest trees

still sta:r;ding. One wonders how they escaped. Seems a miracle. Will push on

now to Sp3.nish Creek ani camp near mout h of canyon late tonight.

August 30th.

Reached horre at 8 o'clock P~M. Had good nights sleep at Spanish last night.
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