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AMERICAN MEDICAL FLY FISHING ASSOCIATION
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P.O. Box 768 
Lock Haven, PA 17745

May 12, 2001

Dear Bud,

Just wanted to thank you for agreeing to speak at our banquet Tuesday night, August 
28. We have a room at the Stage Coach reserved for Tuesday night also. We're looking 
forward to seeing you in West. The Social Hour starts at 6:30, dinner is at 8. Takes 
that long to get everyone off the streams!

Tight lines,

Skip

570-769-7375

www.amffa.ora

amffa@kcnet.org

http://www.amffa.ora
mailto:amffa@kcnet.org
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Bringing Rivers to  Life

American

August 15, 2 0 0 ■

Mr. Bud Lilly
1807 West Dickerson Suite #D 
Bozeman, MT 59715

Dear Bud:

Thank you for meeting with Jeanne-Marie and me last week. It was such a pleasure 
meeting you after hearing many great things about you from Mark, and I thoroughly 
enjoyed discussing some o f American Rivers’ work as well as the some o f the projects 
you are currently pursuing. It is always exciting to connect with someone with similar 
interests and an equal dedication to river conservation and restoration.

I also certainly appreciate your willingness to be of help to American Rivers’ efforts. I 
look forward to staying in touch and seeking out opportunities where we can w o r^ f  
together.

Sincerely,

Rebecca R. Wodder 
President

1025 Vermont Avenue, N.W. * Suite 720 • Washington, D.C. 20005-3516 
(202) 347-7550 • (202) 347-9240 FAX • www.americanrivers.org

P rin ted  on 10 0 %  recycled p a p er P C F  w ith  soy in k

http://www.americanrivers.org
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i B YES! I W ANT TO  MAKE SURE THAT THE RO AD LESS  
INITIATIVE IS PASSED W ITH AMPLE ACREAGE AND  

PR O TEC TIO N  BY THE END O F  THE YEAR 2 0 0 0 !
Enclosed is my check to American Wildlands for:

I WOULD ALSO U K E TO RENEW M Y MEMBERSHIP:
_____ $25 Regular Membership __ _ $100 Contributing Membership
__  $50 Supporting Membership ___  $250 Sponsoring Membership
___ $___  Other Amount __  $500 + Wild Country Vanguard

Name______________________________________ ______________ ___________
Address______________________________________________________________
City, State and Zip______________________________________________________
E-mail________________ ______________  Home Phone ___________ ____
My greatest conservation concerns are:_____________________________ _______ _

T hank you for  your support

Contributions to American Wildlands are tax deductible. Printed on post-consumer recycled fiber paper. 
D  Please indicate if  you do not want AWL to share your name with other like-minded conservation groups.
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You and American Wildlands must participate in this process to 
make sure that it provides the greatest level of protection for the greatest 
number of acres!

Keep in mind that these places are some o f the last, best, unprotected wildlands in 
America. At least 17 million o f the total acres lie in the Northern Rockies, where American 
Wildlands focuses our important work. It often takes an average o f 15 years or more of hard 
work to convince Congress to grant Wilderness protection for a tract o f land. How exciting that 
we could achieve nearly this level of protection in only one year, and for more than 40 
million acres!

Accomplishing this protection will not be automatic or easy. It will take a lot of work 
from Americans across the country -  it will take you\ With the proper funding, American 
Wildlands will:

•  Insure that all roadless parcels critical to wildlife corridors, remaining native fish 
populations, and healthy watersheds are included in the final proposal.

• Be there to arrange important meetings with key Forest Service personnel to make sure that 
your views on protecting roadless areas are incorporated into the final document.

• Insure that road development, commercial logging, mining, off-road vehicle use, and oil and 
gas leasing are prohibited on these lands.

• Activate thousands o f Americans to make their voices heard.
• Present public meetings throughout the Northern Rockies about the importance of preserving 

your public roadless lands.
• Hold meetings with elected officials to gain their support for a strong Roadless Initiative.

American Wildlands must begin now in order to effectively influence this fast-track 
process. First comes the formation o f the Environmental Impact Statement. The first deadline 
for action is December 20 (yes, that’s 1999!), and the clock is ticking. We need your 
support today in order to participate in crafting the best, most comprehensive document 
possible.

Please contribute to our goal o f raising $50,000 for this historic project. With your help, 
we will hire the staff, produce the materials, and get to the critical meetings where decisions Will 
be made! American Wildlands won’t be abandoning the programs you already support.
On the contrary, our Corridors o f Life, Wild Forest, Westslope Cutthroat Trout, and 
Watershed Integrity programs all have their roots in the defense of roadless lands. But we 
will need additional funding now in order to accomplish our goal of seeing real roadless 
protection in place by the end o f the year 2000.

Your support now will make sure American Wildlands has the resources take
full advantage o f this historical opportunity.

As President Clinton wrote in his memorandum, “these lands bestow upon us unique 
and irreplaceable benefits. They are a treasured inheritance, enduring remnants of an 
untrammeled wilderness that once stretched from ocean to ocean.” Your help is critical to



insure that this in itiative is crafted properly, and then approved, by the end of next year. Whether 
the final plan only partially protects 40 million acres, fully protects all 60 million acres, or 
withers to nothing in a morass o f political infighting, is going to be up to the American public -  
people like you and me who care about these special places. With your backing, American 
Wildlands is ready to be your right arm to get this job done, with full protections in place, glease 
support us again, as you have so generously in the past. Return your contribution, in the envelope 
provided, today.

As always, working together for all that is wild,

Robert Ament, Executive Director

P.S. Think of this: a gift of only one dollar from you will help us secure protection for 340 
acres of priceless Northern Rocky Mountain roadless land! Your contribution of $50 will 
put us to work on behalf of 17,000 acres! A major gift of $1,000 will help us protect 340,000 
acres! Where else can your investment have such a powerful impact? Please contribute 
today! :

P.P.S. Whether you are Democrat or Republican; whether you trust or distrust the Forest Service, 
It is hard to deny President Clinton’s statement “that it is in the best interest of our Nation 
and of future generations, to provide strong and lasting protections” for these roadless 
forests. That has been the successful mission of American Wildlands for 22 years. Even though 
this Initiative may be fraught with administrative perils, we believe the possible end result 
demands our best shot. Please help us today with a special year-end contribution. 
Remember: the first deadline for action is December 20,1999. I look forward to hearing 
from you soon.



American Wildlands

November 29, 1999

Dear Friend o f American Wildlands,

On October 13, President Clinton issued nothing less than an outright challenge to all 
Americans who value our wilderness heritage. In his potentially historic memorandum to the 
Secretary o f Agriculture, Clinton wrote:

“It is time now, I believe, to address . . .  the fate of those lands within the National 
Forest System that remain largely untouched by human intervention.. .  some of 
the last, best, unprotected wildlands in America. They are vital havens for wildlife 
. .  .a source of clean, fresh water for countless communities . .  .[and] offer 
unparalleled opportunities for hikers, hunters, campers, anglers, and others to 
experience unspoiled nature. .  .These lands bestow upon us unique and 
irreplaceable benefits. They are a treasured inheritance, enduring remnants of an 
untrammeled wilderness that once stretched from ocean to ocean.”

Specifically, President Clinton has directed the Forest Service “to develop, and propose 
for public comment, regulations to provide appropriate long-term protection for most or all o f 
these currently inventoried roadless lands, and to determine whether such protection is warranted 
for any smaller roadless areas not yet inventoried.” This means that during the next twelve 
months, you and I have the opportunity, as never before, to affect the fate of the same 
roadless lands which, for 22 years, Am erican W ildlands and you have been fighting to 
protect!

The Administration’s Initiative to protect remaining National Forest roadless lands 
through a formal rulemaking process must be cemented with public support. A t stake are 60 
million acres of wildlands and their headwater streams that -  without this initiative -  will 
continue to be threatened by logging, mining, oil and gas leasing, and off-road vehicle use. 
We must act now to insure the adoption o f a strong version o f this Initiative before a new 
administration takes office in the year 2001!

These lands are vital havens for wildlife and native fisheries -  indeed, some are 
absolutely critical to the survival o f endangered and threatened species. Your support in the past 
has made possible American Wildlands’ work on behalf o f wilderness and pristine waterways 
which support the grizzly bear, wolf, wolverine, westslope cutthroat trout, bull trout, and many
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other species. Maps produced by American Wildlands’ Corridors o f Life program are now being 
used throughout the region to prioritize critical wildlife routes through these roadless lands.

With your continued help, these programs will strengthen the Administrati<||ts 
proposal, as American Wildlands works to make sure that roadless lands serving as 
wildlife habitat corridors receive adequate, permanent protection.

Roadless, undeveloped forest lands are also a source of clean, fresh water for countless 
communities, both human and aquatic. Your support of American Wildlands’ W atershed 
Integrity program in the past year has led to severafwictories on behalf of Northern 
Rockies’ water quality and native fisheries. For example, our campaign to preserve and 
restore the westslope cutthroat trout has generated such support that federal and state agencies 
have committed more than $4,000,000 to real, on-the-ground projects protecting this native fish.

If  successful, the Administration’s Roadless Initiative could go even further, by assuring 
that the headwaters o f blue-ribbon trout rivers like the Madison, Yellowstone, Blackfoot, Snake,I 
and Salmon are protected from excessive roads and the associated problems o f erosion and 
pollution. Your support now will help insure that native fisheries in the Northern Rockies 
not only survive, but also thrive.

For 22 years, you and American Wildlands have fought to secure permanent Wilderness 
or special administrative protection for roadless lands in Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming,® 
and Alaska. In part because o f our good work, the 40-60 million acres Clinton has proposed for 
protection still offer unparalleled opportunities for hikers, hunters, campers, anglers, boaters, and 
others to experience pristine nature. Although the Administration’s Roadless Initiative does not 
propose official wilderness status for these lands, until the climate in Congress changes 
dramatically, this initiative could be the best stopgap measure available to preserve these 
lands from damaging human activities like off-road vehicle use, mining, oil and gas 
development, and logging.

You know as well as I do that nothing is for certain when it comes to administrative 
proposals and the bureaucratic process. Without adequate participation and pressure from 
the American public, this Roadless Initiative proposal may never make it out of the Forest 
Service’s Washington, D.C. office in time for the year 2001 deadline. That is why it is 
imperative that you help American Wildlands get off to a powerful start.

It is important to realize that this proposal is by no means a “done deal.« Several 
alternatives will be developed in the Environmental Impact Statement -  the document that will 
determine how many acres will be set aside, and what specific protections will be in place - H  
which will then be open to public review and comment. The fate o f huge tracts o f priceless 
lands, like the Tongass National Forest in Alaska, will be determined by the initial scoping 
process: will they be included for further consideration, or will they be eliminated? Commercial 
logging and mining could be allowed on some parcels o f land, and many smaller yet critical 
tracts o f land between 1,000 and 4,000 acres in size could be disregarded altogether!
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December 4 ,2000 

Bud Lilly
2007 Sourdough Rd 
Bozeman, MT 59715

B udta

Thank you for taking time to  help Phil Harper with his story.

Your history with Baker Creek and your wealth of knowledge and experience makes your 
comments very special and significant to the Baker Creek story.

On a personal note, it’s always a great pleasure to get spend time with you and Esther.

Cold Water Group * 1807 West Dickerson #D • Bozeman, Montana 59715 ♦ Telephone: 406-586^4810
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Flow Plan for River Less Clear

BY HENRY J. CORDES 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER
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Army ^ orPs 9  Engineers previously endorsed changes in Missouri River flows aimed at savinq endangered 
wildlife, the waters are suddenly murkier.

The corps announced Thursday that it will soon present a range of alternatives for future management of the river includinq 
some that would not include raising water levels in the spring and reducing flows in summer.

Federal and state wildlife agencies have pushed for those changes - designed to mimic the muddy river's natural flow 
before it was altered by man - as necessary to create nesting grounds for two endangered birds, the least tern and piplnq 
plover, and to provide a spawning cue for the endangered pallid sturgeon and other native fish. '

The flow changes have been fought by barge interests who could see an interruption of the river's navigation season and bv
farmers who could see spring flooding in lowland fields along the river.

Corps officials said their announcement had nothing to do with political pressure or the change of administration in 
Washington. They said it was important to present more than one alternative and receive comments from the public on 
them all.

But the corps was accused by conservation groups of bowing to the barge industry and its 
allies in Congress and the Bush administration.

"The barge industry, the agricultural lobby and their political allies have ordered, 'About face,' 
and the Army Corps has snapped to and saluted," said Chad Smith, a Lincoln-based 
representative of the environmental group American Rivers.

Smith said the announcement also increases the chance that environmental groups will opt to 
go to court In an effort to get the federal Endangered Species Act enforced to protect the 
threatened birds and fish.

11b

Missouri River Tradeoffs
•  Higher spring flows:
•  Would wash nutrients 
into the water, provide a 
spawning cue for the 
endangered pallid sturgeon 
and other native fish, and 
create sandbars as nesting 
ground for two endangered 
birds, the piping plover and 
least tern.
•  Could flood some 
lowland farm fields in 
Nebraska. Iowa. Missouri
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Bringing  Rivers to  Life
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After the Army Corps of Engineers previously endorsed changes in Missouri River flows aimed at saving endangered 
wildlife, the waters are suddenly murkier.

The corps announced Thursday that it will soon present a range of alternatives for future management of the riverf including 
some that would not include raising water levels in the spring and reducing flows in summer.

Federal and state wildlife agencies have pushed for those changes - designed to mimic the muddy river’s natural flow 
before it was altered by man - as necessary to create nesting grounds for two endangered birds, the least tern and piping 
plover, and to provide a spawning cue for the endangered pallid sturgeon and other native fish.

The flow changes have been fought by barge interests who could see an interruption of the river's navigation season and by 
farmers who could see spring flooding in lowland fields along the river.

Corps officials said their announcement had nothing to do with political pressure or the change of administration in 
Washington. They said it was important to present more than one alternative and receive comments from the public on 
them all.

But the corps was accused by conservation groups of bowing to the barge industry and its 
allies in Congress and the Bush administration.

"The barge industry, the agricultural lobby and their political allies have ordered, 'About face,' 
and the Army Corps has snapped to and saluted," said Chad Smith, a Lincoln-based 
representative of the environmental group American Rivers.

Smith said the announcement also increases the chance that environmental groups will opt to 
go to court in an effort to get the federal Endangered Species Act enforced to protect the 
threatened birds and fish.

"That seems to be what the corps and administration want us to do," he said.

Missouri River Tradeoffs
•  Higher spring flows:
•  Would wash nutrients 
into the water, provide a 
spawning cue for the 
endangered pallid sturgeon 
and other native fish, and 
create sandbars as nesting 
ground for two endangered 
birds, the piping plover and 
least tern.
•  Could flood some 
lowland farm fields in 
Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri 
and Kansas.

Thursday's development is the latest in a decadelong debate as the Corps of Engineers has 
worked to put together a new "master manual" for its operation of dams on the nation's longest 
river.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service told the corps in November that the new plan would have to 
include increased releases in the spring from Gavins Point Dam on the Nebraska-South 
Dakota border and reduced flows in summer if the threatened species are to be saved.

In what was hailed at the time by environmental groups as a major breakthrough, corps officials 
appeared to agree in principle. The question, said Brig. Gen. Carl Strock, head of the corps' 
northwestern division, was not whether there would be a spring rise, but how much, when and 
where.

•  Lower flows in summer:

•  Would ensure the 
presence of sandbars, 
which give birds a place to 
nest and provide slower- 
moving water for juvenile 
fish.
•  Could hamper or 
interrupt the barge traffic 
season between Sioux 
City, Iowa, and St. Louis.

Sources: Army Corps of 
Engineers; American 
Rivers

"We've agreed on the destination we're headed for||Strock said in November,

The corps publicly endorsed the changes as recently as two weeks ago.

http://www.omaha.com/index.php?u_div=3&u_hdg=0&u_sid=183196&ujprint=print 8/3/01
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Paul Johnston, a corps spokesman in Omaha, said the flow changes have not gone away and remain alternatives in the 
draft plan that will be issued later this month.

'There are going to be tradeoffs," he said. "We thought it was important people get to see all the tradeoffs as this decision 
process moves along."

Johnston said that after the corps spends six months receiving public comment on the alternatives in the draft, it will jn the 
end endorse a single flow plan sometime next year. Any flow changes could still be implemented by spring 2003, as 
originally planned.

Diane Katzenberger, spokeswoman for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Denver, said it would be unusual for the corps 
to put out a draft plan without a preferred alternative.

"I'm not sure it's a step back, but I don't see it as a step forward," she said. "In the end, they are going to have to choose an 
alternative that does not pose jeopardy to the endangered species. We have determined the status quo does."

WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID...
Heyi I appreciate it if nobody else... - the Pallid Sturgeon

ADD YOUR COMMENT...

Please limit your comment to 1500 characters. 
Please review our Comment Policy.

YOUR NAME:

COMMENTS:

"jM

jfj

Add Comment

jk lack loTo>p

http://www.omaha.com/index.php?u_div=3&u_hdg=0&u_sid=l 83196&u_print=print 8/3/01
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Missouri River plan may not offer alternative for 
controlling flow

By MICHAEL MANSUR - The Kansas City Star 
Date: 08/01/01 22:15

After years o f research and anticipation, federal officials 
are about to release a plan on managing the Missouri River 
that may recommend nothing.

The U.S. Army Corps o f Engineers' plan, set to go to a 
printer this week, may not offer a "preferred alternative" 
for controlling the river's flow, corps officials said 
Wednesday.

"There certainly is a chance o f that happening, a real 
chance o f that," said Paul Johnston, a corps spokesman in 
Omaha.

U.S. Sen. Kit Bond,a Missouri Republican, has ardently 
opposed altering the river's flow, saying changes would 
hurt Missouri's barge and agriculture industries.

Environmental groups on Wednesday were incensed at the 
news.

The*StaE
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"That's government at its worst," said Chad Smith o f 
American Rivers, a national river conservancy group. "It's 
representative o f 'no one being all they can be.'

"After 12 years and millions o f dollars not even trying to 
come up with a decision is really shocking."

The corps has been studying how to change the river's 
flow after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service called for 
changes to protect three endangered species -- two birds 
and a prehistoric fish.

The service recommended changing dam operations to  
allow the river to rise at least once every spring and fall in



Missouri River plan may not offer alternative for controlling flow

summer. In that way, it might mimic a more natural flow, 
with wetlands in the spring and sandbars in the summer, 
and might help the endangered species.

Such a change would put the corps in compliance with the 
federal Endangered Species Act, the wildlife service said. 
But the plan also has angered downstream users. Some o f 
Missouri's farmers worry about flooding, and the barge 
industry says it cannot operate if  summer water levels 
drop.

In 1994, the corps issued a "preferred alternative" in its 
first attempt to revise the manual controlling the river's 
flow. But because o f opposition, it later pulled that 
recommendation and announced it would start over.

As recently as late last month, corps officials had said they 
would satisfy the flow changes recommended by the Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

The corps' thick environmental impact statement was 
scheduled to go to a printer so it would be available by the 
end o f August. Whether it contains any recommendation is 
"the question o f the day and the question o f the decade," 
said Richard Opper, executive director o f the Missouri 
River Basin Association, an umbrella group o f states along 
the Missouri.

Opper and others involved in the Missouri River 
negotiations said they heard that the report may not 
contain a "preferred alternative."

"That would be troubling just because o f the unknown," 
said Diane Katzenberger, a spokeswoman for the Fish and 
Wildlife Service in Denver.

Not issuing a preferred plan now would not preclude the 
agency from choosing later, after all the alternatives are 
discussed further, said the corps' Johnston.

To reach Michael Mansur, environment writer, call (816) 
234-4433 or send e-mail to mmansur@kcstar.com.

All content © 2001 The Kansas City Star
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The Army Corps of Engineers' reluctance to identify a 
preferred alternative on how the Missouri River should 
be managed is government at its worst, says a 
spokesman for a national river watchdog group.

"Just 10 days ago they were saying in the media that 
they were going to come out with a preferred 
alternative to help meet obligations under the 
Endangered Species ActJBsaid Chad Smith, with 
American Riversjjjj'Now they have decided to basically 
do nothing."
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The corps announced Thursday to release a revised 
draft o f the Missouri River's master manual, which 
will include a range o f alternative water control plans.
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"We have come to a very important point in the review 
and update process for the Missouri River Master 
Manual," said Brig. Gen. Carl Strack, with the corps. 
"We feel it is important to present more than one plan 
and to receive comments from the people affected by 
the proposed changes."
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A public comment period will follow the release, to 
allow Missouri River stakeholders to hear the plans 
and make comments.

Smith said the corps simply bent to the wills o f the 
downstream barge industry, rather than scientific 
evidence that supports change needed to safeguard 
endangered species such as the pallid sturgeon.
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"We have to change the way the river is managed or 
we are going have some species go extinct," he said. 
"The corps has said they agree with the science, but 
then turn around and do nothing. It's all about politics,, 
I guess." - ;

Mike Olson, Missouri River coordinator for the U.S. 
Kish and Wildlife Service in Bismarck, said groups 
have been working for more than a decade to get the 
corps to change the way it manages Missouri River 
flows, and Thursday's announcement does nothing to 
move that process along.

"They have released revised drafts on this before — 
this is the fifth one, the fifth time we have been at this 
step," Olson said. "I think it is fair to say that we are 
disappointed because they have not identified a 
preferred alternative."

Strock said the corps' ultimate goal is to select a water 
control plan that:

n Meets the contemporary needs o f the Missouri River 
basin as defined by the people of the basin.

n Serves the authorized purposes of the river system.

n Does not jeopardize the continued existence o f fish 
and birds listed for protection under the Endangered 
Species Act.

No matter which alternative is dubbed preferred, not 
all groups will be in favor and intense discussions will 
follow, Olson said. Still, it's better to get them 
underway now, instead of later.

"We've told the corps that the current plan jeopardizes 
the continued existence of least terns, piping plovers 
and pallid sturgeon," he said. "It would be better to 
begin those discussions now because some species, 
especially the pallid sturgeon, can't wait."

One o f the possible changes would release warm water 
over the spillway at Fort Peck Dam in Montana in 
hopes o f triggering the pallid sturgeon to spawn. These 
ancient fish, nosing closer and closer to extinction, 
haven't spawned successfully in the river for decades, 
scientists have said.

"Thev have mountains of evidence and scientific data

V
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and they choose to ignore it," Smith said. "For them 
not to choose a preferred alternative is a pretty sudden 
change in events."

Gomment on this story
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Planning under way for Lewis and Clark celebrations
By CLAYTON BELLAMY, Associated Press Writer

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—From an opera to a display outlining environmental'destruction, Missourians are 
planning diverse celebrations of the Lewis and Clark expedition’s 200th anniversary.

Groups planning commemorations offered previews and compared notes Monday with their peers at the 
Missouri Lewis and Clark Commission’s Partners Summit.

’’We’re doing this to give everyone an understanding of what’s underway,” said commission executive director 
Jim Crabtree. “Our mission is to rekindle the spirit of discovery and wonder that their expedition conjured.”

Representatives of governmental agencies, environmental organizations, civic groups and musicians were 
among the 80 or so meeting at the Missouri National Guard’s Ike Skelton Center.

Even though the 200th anniversary of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark’s 1804 journey is still a few years 
away, some commemorative plans are already in motion.

The Washington-based environmental group American Rivers detailed their touring exhibit. Launched this 
month in Sioux Falls, S.D., the group’s three-year museum display comes to Kansas City in September and to 
St. Louis in October.

The display shows how dams and development have altered the Missouri River since Lewis and Clark first 
followed its channel west.

”We want people to understand what die river was like then,” said the group’s exhibit curator, Pete Carrels. 
“We also want people to understand what has happened to the river since, and what can be done to restore it.”

At the summit, Carrels was looking for other Missouri places to show his work.

So was Eric Dillner, producer of the University of Missouri at Columbia Show-Me Opera.

Student singers sang songs lylonday from “Corps of Discovery,”, a three-act opera written by composer Michael 
Ching and country songwriter Hugh Moffatt.

Dillner hoped to secure concerts at Lewis and Clark celebrations across the state.

”I’m trying to get some gigsJ|Dillner joked. “I’m here to let folks know about what we’re doing so we can take 
the opera into their area.”

The opera, premiering in Spring 2003, chronicles the expedition from the point of view of two rank-and-file 
corpsmen, native American guide Sacagawea, and Lewis.



Dillner wasn’t the only one peddling music.

David Ams, president of the Board of Trustees of the Lewis and Clark Fife and Drum Corps, also was looking 
for gigs for his student musicians.

Made up of 10- to 18-year-olds, his corps wears military uniforms of the early 1800s and plays replicas of the 
six- and nine-hole fifes and rope tension drums common during that time.

’’We’re the only fife and drum corps in Missouri, so if any of (the celebrations) want authentic military music 
and marching” we should get asked to join, Ams said. “Especially since it’s a celebration of our name sake.

Lewis and Clark led an 1804 military exploration of the territory acquired from France in the Louisiana 
Purchase. The pair, along with a group of soldiers, aides and slaves, set off for their two-year trek to the Pacific 
Ocean from Wood River, 111., at the confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers.

Missouri’s place as first along the river’s path gives the state an “opportunity to hold the nation’s attention for 
60 days,0Crabtree said. The state’s official celebrations begin in May, 2004, the 200th anniversary of the 
expedition’s departure.. ~

Nationally, celebrations of the Louisiana Purchase begin in January 2003 at Monticello, the home of then 
President Thomas Jefferson.



Argus Leader

FE
Cool cukes 

Versatile cucumbers can 
be star of the show or a 

tasty side dish. 2D

Wednesday ♦ M a y  3 0 .2 0 0 1

Section D
Relationships
Comics 5
Television • 6

www.argusieader.com Life Editor: Bob Keyes ♦331-2317 Assistant Life Editor: Jill C a! 11 son ♦  331-2307

New exhibit takes story of Lewis arid Clark on road
Traditional foes join forces 

to detail explorers’ trek up rivers
BY KEVIN WOSTER 

Argus Leader
American Rivers and the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engi­
neers are unlikely partners 
in the traveling exhibit on 
the Lewis and Clark expedi­
tion up the Missouri River 
almost 200 years ago.

The corps, in general, 
likes dams. American 
Rivers, as a rule, does not

Yet both found common 
and surprisingly calm water 
in working together to 
develop “Discovering the 
Rivers of Lewis and Clark,“

which makes its debut Fri­
day at the Washington 
Pavilion of Arts and Sci­
ence.

“Initially, we were suspi- ' 
cious of them. They were 
probably suspicious of us. 
And it ended up being a 
process of confidence build­
ing,“ said Peter Kelley, vice 
president for communica­
tion for American Rivers. “I 
think they decided we know 
quite a bit about rivers. And 
we decided the same thing 
about them.”

American Rivers, a river

conservation group based 
in Washington, D.C., joined 
with the corps and the Dib- 
ner Fund, a philanthropic 
foundation, to develop the 
traveling museum exhibit

Aberdeen native Peter 
Carrels, a freelance.writer 
specializing in water issues, 
is coordinating the exhibit 
Carrels wrote and orga­
nized the displays and was

helping to set it up for the 
first time last week.

It came in a 53-foot semi­
trailer and filled a wing of 
fourth floor of the Kirby Sci­
ence Discovery Center..

"Discovering the 
Rivers of Lewis 
and Clark,” 
which opens Fri­
day at the Wash­
ington Pavilion, 
follows the trail 
of the explorers 
from S t. Louis to  
the Pacific 
Ocean.

LLOYD B. CUNNINGHAM 
/ARGUS LEADER

The exhibit covers about 
1,200 square feet It 
includes current and histor­
ical photographs of the 
major rivers along the 
Lewis and Clark trail -  the

► Event d e ta ils  4 P

Missouri, Yellowstone, 
Snake and Columbia.

Audio and computer sta­
tions add life and interac­
tion to the displays, and a 
stage with a backdrop of the 
keelboat used by Lewis and 
Clark adds a sense of reali­
ty.

An 18-seat mini-theater 
will run film clips from doc­
umentaries about the rivers.

The displays are 
arranged sequentially to fol­
low the explorers and their 
men from S t Louis to the

See EXHHSiT, page 4D

«

Exhibit: Changes to rivers documented
Continued from ID

Pacific Ocean. But while captur­
ing the journey's vibrant spirit 
of adventure, the exhibit also 
charts the changes that came to 
the rivers after they were 
explored and mapped.

Channels followed. Dikes fol­
lowed. Ditches followed. Dams 
followed. The rivers were 
changed forever. And not all the 
changes were for the good.

“We want people to under­
stand the significance of the 
journey of Lewis and Clark, and 
we want people to understand 
what happened to these rivers,” 
Carrels said. “And we want 
them to understand that the 
rivers can be restored.”

Not completely, of course, not 
back to the way they were when 
Lewis and Clark and their men 
saw them. But they can be 
restored to a point that they 
resemble something more than 
the navigational channel that 
the Missouri has become from 
Sioux City to St. Louis.

Or something more able to 
sustain wildlife species that 
have, declined dramatically 
since the man-made changes
n a tn o  in  fVw> r i w r c

including the pallid sturgeon, 
least tern and piping plovers, 
which have made Hie federal list 
of threatened or endangered 
creatures.

“You can't restore it to this, 
anymore, obviously,” Carrels 
said, looking at an historic pho­
to of the untamed, free-flowing
M ie d n u r i  T?nrpr “R u t  v a i i  r»an

nels, feed some of those bottom 
areas. You can start working 
with the flood plain again.”

Some of that work already is 
being done, in limited areas 
along the channelized portion of 
the Missouri. And oilier sub­
stantive changes are likely as 
the Corps of Engineers reworks
it«  w a t e r  m a n a ftA .

sive of wildlife and recreation.
People who stroll through 

“Discovering the Rivers of 
Lewis and Clark” will under­
stand that issue better and also 
better appreciate the wild 
adventure that the expedition 
enjoyed and endured.

The Pavilion stop is the first 
in a three-year journey that will 
stop in 25 cities. The fact that it 
came to Sioux Falls first is a 
tribute to the Pavilion, its staff 
and the important role the 
state's stretch of the Missouri 
played in the expedition, orga­
nizers say.

Not to mention the fact that 
Carrels was lobbying hard for 
his home state. “I wanted it 
here,” he said.

After a look at the facilities 
and the handy set-up work of 
Pavilion exhibit specialist Lyle 
Ehlers and a crew of capable 
prison inmates, Kelley had no 
doubts it was the right begin­
ning.

“It's a great facility, and 
everybody here knows what 
they're doing,” he said. 
“They've really helped us put it 
together.”

Reach reporter Kevin Woster at

http://www.argusieader.com


Recreation benefits trump Missouri barges
By REBECCA R. WODDER

Each summer, the harried routine of work and classes, hastily prepared dinners and errand-filled weekends briefly 
gives way to the familiar and comfortable ritual of the family vacation.

Rivers and lakes are favorite destinations in the Midwest and for many families, the scrape of a paddle against a 
canoe or the plop of a lure hitting the water are as much a part of the summer as the smell of sunscreen and 
burgers on the grill. For many children, their experiences fishing and boating with their families are an important 
step toward developing a lifelong appreciation of clean water and a healthy environment.

Fishing and boating are also an important part of Nebraska’s prosperity, Economic data gathered by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service suggests that anglers spend more than $235 million in Nebraska each year on tackle, bait, 
meals, gas and other fishing-related expenses. Cabela’s, headquartered in Sidney, sells fishing and other outdoor 
equipment to millions of customers in all 50 states.

Because of fishing’s tremendous cultural and economic importance, there is reason to be concerned about an 
unfortunate social trend—-today’s children are more likely to enjoy the virtual violence of video games than an 
afternoon in a canoe with their grandfather. Part of the problem is that our increasingly urban population largely 
lacks access to good fishing spots and the family togetherness these places promote.

The Missouri River illustrates why this is. Although it is the state’s largest river and flows near its major cities, it 
is a generally disappointing destination. The river is hidden behind levees that offer little shade or scenery, flows 
too quickly for wading or paddling, and only grudgingly rewards the most persistent anglers.

When I was growing up in Omaha, my family spent time along the Platte River rather than the Missouri because it 
was a more natural river and a better place to enjoy the outdoors. It wasn’t always this way. The Missouri River 
was once the world’s best freshwater fishery, a destination of choice for Europeans seeking an exotic safari.

Photos from the 1930s show anglers proudly displaying the day’s catch—a six-foot pallid sturgeon, prized for 
both meat and caviar. The looming extinction of these fish is one o f the reasons the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers has proposed a new plan for the six dams it operates along the river—a plan that will provide Nebraska 
families with a dramatically improved recreational resource and new economic vitality for the state.

One simple step will restore much of the Missouri River’s former glory: allowing water levels in most years to 
follow a more natural pattern of rising in the spring and dropping during the late summer. The higher spring flows 
will stimulate fish to breed and nourish channels and backwaters where Missouri River species congregate. Later



in the year, lower flows will expose sandbars and islands that would provide safety and scenery to draw families 
out onto the river to fish, boat, birdwatch and camp during their summer vacations.

The potential economic benefits from the expanded recreation and tourism are tremendous. This step will only 
briefly interrupt what little barge traffic occurs on the river in late summer—when most of Nebraska’s crops are 
still rustling in the fields rather than awaiting shipment in the silos.

Returning the river’s flows to a more natural pattern will not interfere with floodplain farming or increase 
flooding risk to riverfront communities. The Missouri River has the potential to become a tremendous engine for 
the state’s prosperity, but is languishing as an uncompetitive commercial artery at a time when the very word 
“shipping” means trucks and railroads. Nebraska families deserve more from the river than their share of a paltry 
$6.9 million in economic benefits from the barge industry, which they split with Missouri, Kansas and Iowa.

But if you happen to catch sight of children and parents laughing, talking and fishing together this summer, it 
seems callous to think about the Missouri River this way. Quality family time is harder and harder to come by. 
Memories of fun days together on the water and the satisfaction of learning new skills will stay with these boys 
and girls as they grow older and become tempted by activities with much greater risks than wet shoes or hooked 
fingers.

Restoring the Missouri River will help keep experiences like these within reach for our children - and for their 
children.

Rebecca R. Wodder, a native of Omaha and mother of two, is president of American Rivers, a national 
organization that helps the public protect, restore and enjoy their hometown rivers.
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Best-selling author is fighting to restore Missouri River
Author Stephen Ambrose

By Bill Lambrecht 
Post-Dispatch Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON - There’s a secret to Stephen E. Ambrose’s success, a source of inspiration for his best­
selling books on presidents, war and broad swaths of American history: water.

Ambrose completed the first of his rnore than 20 books in a cabin in his native Wisconsin looking out on 
fhe still waters of a lake. These days, at his home office in Bay St. Louis, MissS^he looks up from a 
keyboard at the azure waters of the Gulf of Mexico. He also writes in a room above the garage at his 
summer home in Helena, Mont., where his vista is an unspoiled stretch of the Missouri River, as full of life 
as any character in “Undaunted Courage,” his best-selling book about Lewis and Clark’s epic journey.

As the 200th anniversary of Lewis and Clark’s expedition nears, Ambrose is becoming one of the 
environmental movement’s most potent weapons in its drive to begin restoring “Big Muddy” in a 
meaningful way before the celebration kicks off in 2004.

Ambrose is chairman of the National Lewis & Clark Bicentennial Council. And he minces no words when 
he talks about the current state of the Missouri River.

”It’s just a disgrace,” he says.

In an interview, Ambrose noted that Meriwether Lewis and William Clark couldn’f  make their journey 
upriver today because the river runs so swiftly due to the government-deepened channel.

”It flows two times faster than in Lewis and Clark’s day and it’s one-third the width. It’S not allowed to 
meander, not allowed to sprawl, and all of that is done for barge traffic. What is the effect? You can’t take 
your canoe out on the river in many places and camp out on an island. You’ve about eliminated the bird­
watching. And compared to what it once was, there’s almost no fishery at allH he said.

Most of the changes in the river have been accomplished by the Army Corps of Engineers. With Ambrose 
along, pro-river activists who visit the Pentagon to complain about the corps are marching into battle 
alongside the author of ’’Citizen Soldiers,” “Americans at War” and “D-Day.”

”As you can imagine from the books he writes, his feet don’t touch the floor when he walks through the 
Pentagon,” remarked Rebecca Wodders, president of the advocacy group American Rivers, referring to 
Ambrose’s popularity in that building.

Perhaps Ambrose, 64, has decided that the time has come to pay the piper after having water as his writing 
companion for so long. He is donating $1.25 million of his royalties from “Undaunted Courage” to 
Missouri River restoration. Every fall, an Ambrose check for $250,000 arrives at the Washington office of 
American Rivers.



He will help raise even more money this year with river events, including a gathering of well-heeled 
canoeists who will ante up $25,000 each to paddle with Ambrose on his favorite river.

By lending his famous name, Ambrose rallies support from others for a degraded river that has become 
disconnected from the lives of many people, especially along the river’s lower stretches. Another author, 
Thomas McGuane, is co-chairman with Ambrose of the “Voyage of Recovery,” an American Rivers
project. The Lewis and Clark Expedition was called the “Corps of Discovery.”

This year, a critical planning time for future Missouri River policy, Ambrose intends to speak out on behalf 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s directive for a “spring rise” in water levels to rescue endangered fish 
and birds.

Next month, the Army Corps of Engineers plans to say how - or, perhaps whether - it intends to operate 
flams so as to raise and lower the water in a fashion that mimics the river’s natural flow. What has been a 
tangled bureaucratic dispute largely out of the public eye promises to erupt into a hotly debated issue in two 
dozen public hearings along the river.

Ambrose is wading into an issue brimming with controversy. The barge industry and its allies in farm 
groups oppose the spring rise, as do most of Missouri’s political leaders. In a preliminary bout last year, an 
amendment to block the move snarled the Senate for days and provoked a presidential veto of every water 
project in the nation.

Missouri state officials, who are among the opponents, question whether the Fish and Wildlife agency’s 
plan is rooted sufficiently in science to help the pallid sturgeon and two species of birds threatened with 
extinction. They’re annoyed at what they regard as the government’s high-handedness and are concerned 
about flooding in high-water times and worried about losing precious water to upstream states when the 
river is lowered and slowed to boost wildlife.

Barge traffic is scarce

Speaking by phone from Mississippi this week, Ambrose said the paucity of barge traffic no longer merits 
altering the Missouri River by straightening its course, deepening its channels and fortifying its banks.

He said he approved of the efforts to reclaim the river downstream, as in the Fish and Wildlife agency’s 
plan to restore a more natural flow.

”1 don’t understand why Missouri has set itself against this fairly modest proposal* he said.

Ambrose spoke with a historian’s eye about the construction of Missouri River dams. “The only reason 
they’re there is that Franklin Roosevelt couldn’t figure any other way to get people to work,” he began.

’’This was in the 1930s, when the Germans were building their autobahns. But Roosevelt rejected the 
interstate highway system as a way to put people to work. He said, ‘Why in the hell should we be spending 
money linking cities to rural areas?

In opposing the Fish and Wildlife plan, the barge industry argues that lower water levels could put them out 
of business. Ambrose responds that given the minimal amount of barge traffic - about $7 million annually 
in cargo hauled - ending barge traffic is the sensible course to travel.

’’The Missouri River is not a highway, it’s a river. The Mississippi River is differen|^The Mississippi 
carries enormous amounts of cargoes. There’s no basis for arguing that we need to have barge traffic on the



Missouri. You’ve got trains, you’ve got trucks for that cargo,” he said.

Cites shift in awareness

Ambrose defends his strong opinions with the currency in which he deals - American history. The three best 
things accomplished in the last 60 years for the country, he says, are winning World War IB winning the 
Cold War and ushering in the civil rights revolution.

He sees another fundamental challenge, a need to shift toward environmental awareness. “We’ve evolved 
from when I was a kid to the point where we have conquered nature. Now we’ve got a generation that wants 
to know before we do anything how it is going to affect our water, our air, our food and our ability to get 
outdoors. The politicians who don’t see this are not going to remain in office for very long,” he said.

Before the presidential inauguration last month, Ambrose gave George W. Bush an earful about another 
imperiled river, the Snake River in Washington state, where every species of wild salmon is either extinct or 
threatened.

Given his sentiments, Ambrose might see the need to chat with the new president about the Missouri, too. 
On the campaign trail, Bush echoed some of the worries about the effects of the spring rise.

Ambrose said, “Bush goes fishing all the time. (Vice President Dick) Cheney goes up to Alaska to go 
fishing. I don’t know how Bush is going to react on the Missouri River issue. We’re all going to find out.

Like every year since the mid-1970s, Ambrose plans to spend time on the river this summer canoeing with 
his wife, Moira, his children, grandchildren and friends. He’ll probably even read aloud from Lewis and 
Clark’s journals, a habit recalled by Scott Faber, a lawyer for the advocacy group Environmental Defense.

"’It’s striking to stand on the bank of the Missouri River and listen to Stephen Ambrose reading from those 
journals. It’s as if Meriwether Lewis was standing there giving you an account of what the river looked like 
200 years ago,” Faber said.

Giving others an opportunity to relive the Missouri River in its heyday is why, Ambrose says, he is 
spending time and money on the conservation campaign.

”1 want my grandchildren and their grandchildren to see what Lewis and Clark saw as they saw it. And I 
can’t think of any better way to achieve that than for me to be doing this,” he said. .



Leaders in the J Am Rivers 
Voyage of Recovery™1

Co-Chairs
Stephen Ambrose, Bay St, Louis, MS Historian and best-selling author o f such works 
as Undaunted Courage. Member o f American Rivers Board o f Directors.

Tom McGuane, McLeod, MT Novelist, essayist, and screenwriter. Former member o f 
American Rivers Board o f Directors.

Members
Myer Berlow, Sterling, VA President for Interactive Marketing at America Online. 

Cathy Campbell, Helena, MT Rancher.

Sophie & Derek Craighead, Kelly, WY Philanthropists.

Sally Davidson, Washington, DC With husband Stuart, owns the award-winning 
Clyde’s Restaurant group in Washington, D.C. Avid kayaker. Member o f American 
Rivers Board o f Directors.

Wallace C. Dayton, Minneapolis, MN Conservatiofist.

Harry & Linda Fath, Cincinnati, OH Harry owns and manages real estate in the 
Midwest and South. The Faths are actively engaged in their community as volunteers in 
numerous charities.

Daniel Gerber, Santa Ynez, California Poet, Novelist, Journalist.

Eugene & Emily Grant, Mamaroneck, NY Investors, philanthropists, wilderness 
adventurers and conservationists. Gene is a member o f the Visitors Committee, 
Blniversity o f Michigan; Emily is chairman o f the Purchase College Foundation, State 
University o f New York.

Dave Grusin, Santa Fe, NM Award-winning film composer, pianist, and record 
producer. Member o f American Rivers Board o f Directors.



William Heaney, Oshkosh, WI Visiting lecturer in Anthropology at Teacher’s College 
at Columbia University. President of Missouri Hometown newspapers. Member of the 
Anglers Club.

Chris & Nora Hoheniohe, Washington DC Attorneys and private investors. Chris is a 
member o f the American Rivers Board o f Directors.

Lotsie & Rick Holton, St. Louis, MO A 7th generation descendent o f William Clark, 
Lotsie is a real estate sales broker and a member o f the American Rivers Board of 
Directors. She is also on the board of KETC, Forest Park and is active in the Explorers 
Club based in New York. Rick is a member of the Missouri Department o f Conservation 
Heritage Foundation.

David Leuschen, New York, NY Investment banker. Member o f American Rivers 
Board o f Directors.

Dan Lufkin, New York, NY Investment banker. A  founder of DonaldsonJLufkin and 
Jenrette. Former Commissioner o f Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection. 
Former member o f American Rivers Board of Directors.

George Lund, Sioux Falls, SD Chairman and CEO of BANKFIRST. Member o f 
American Rivers Board o f Directors.

David M. Malcolm, New York, NY Investment Banker. Managing Director with S. G. 
Cowen Securities in New York City. Member of American Rivers Board o f Directors.

Rusty & Carol Mather, Greenwich, CT Rusty is an investment banker, recently retired 
from Merrill Lynch. He is a member o f the American Rivers Board o f Directors. Carol 
is active in civic and community affairs.

Dr. Gary É. Moulton, Lincoln, NE The Thomas C. Sorensen Professor of History at 
the University o f Nebraska-Lincoln and editor of the Journals o f the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. He completed the twenty-year, thirteen-volume Lewis and 
Clark project in 1999 and has since resumed full-time academic duties.

Linda & Nick Penniman, Clayton, MO Nick is retired Senior Vice President, 
Newspaper Operations, o f Pulitzer Publishing Company, and former Publisher o f the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch. He is a member o f the American Rivers Board o f Directors. Linda 
is active in civic affairs.

Dr. Peter Raven, St. Louis, MO One of the world's leading botanists who has 
dedicated nearly three decades to conservation and biodiversity. As Director o f the 
Missouri Botanical Garden, he has cultivated a world-class institution o f botanical 
research, horticultural display, and education. He has received the highest honors 
awarded worldwide in the fields o f conservation and botanical research.



Robert Redford, Sundance, UT Celebrated film actor, producer and director. Founder 
o f Sundance Film Festival. Noted environmentalist.

Farwell Smith, McLeod, MT Board member of Nature Conservancy o f Montana and 
Board Member o f Greater Yellowstone Coalition. Former member o f American Rivers 
Board o f Directors.

Ted & Jennifer Stanley, Oxford, MD The Stanleys founded theMown Creek 
Foundation in 1981 to support, among other things, environmental protection and policy. 
Ted serves as President and Jenny serves as Vice President. They also serve on the 
Robert Bowne Foundation, which supports education, child and youth welfare, 
community development, and the homeless. Ted is retired as CEO from Bowne & Co, an 
international corporate printing business.

Albert & Susan Wells, Belgrade, MX Philanthropists. On Advisory Committee o f 
Windcall Resident Program for leaders engaged in efforts to achieve social, economic, 
and environmental justice. Albert is a member o f the American Rivers Board o f 
Directors.

Bill Wittliff, Austin TX Acclaimed photographer and author o f various screen and 
teleplays including The Black Stallion, Legends o f the Fall, The Perfect Storm, and 
Lonesome Dove. Founder of Encino Press and member o f the Academy o f Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences.

Edward Whitney, Barton, VT Managing Director, Corporate Finance Department, 
UBS Warburg LLC. Chairman o f Global Compensation Committee for Corporate 
Binance Department, Member o f Corporate Finance Department Management 
Committee, Member o f UBS Warburg Global Distribution Committee, Director and 
Member o f Executive Committee o f UBS Bunting Warburg. Director, Investor 
Responsibility Research Center and IRRC Publishing Corporation.
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America is a great story, 
and there is a river on every page of it.

—  C H  ARLES KURALT

American Rivers Board Member 1991-1997
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Imagine a country with no rivers.

Without wildlife or green landscapes. Where 

paddling, fishing and riverside recreation are 

mere memories. A country without enough 

clean water to drink. This country is not 

as foreign as we’d 

like to believe.

•  None of America’s 

rivers are now, 

suitable for drinking.

• Forty percent of 

our rivers are

unsuitable for swimming or fishing.

• Freshwater animals are the 

most threatened group of species 

in the country.

• Only 1% of Am erica’s ri

are as healthy as we found them— clean, 

free-flowing and full of life.

Why are our rivers at risk? Dams and 

levees. Polluted runoff from farms and city 

streets. Toxic waste from industry. Relentless 

urban sprawl. Grazing, logging, mining and 

countless other threats.

I ¡ S l i

W hat’s a t stake? 

Rivers are the 

fundamental 

building blocks of 

healthy ecosys­

tems. Threading 

throughout our 

land, they weave 

together the lives of plants, animals and 

people. They connect us as a nation, supply 

half o f our drinking water, fuel our econo­

my and enrich the quality of our lives.

Yet most of America’s 3.5 million miles of 

rivers are under constant assault.

For centuries they have sustained and



Bringing Rivers to Life

A  r iv e r  is  w a te r  in  its  lo v e lie s t  form ;- r ive rs  h a ve  life  a n d  so u n d  a n d

m o vem e n t, and- in f in i ty  o f  v a r ia tio n ;  r ive rs  are ve in s  o f  th e  ea r th  
th ro u g h  w h ich  th e  life  b lo o d  re tu rn s  to  th e  h e a r t .

—  Roi>ERi^HAiG>BROW I|:,:

Since 197Ba&merican Riyeis has worked diligently to  B nserve, protect and restore . 
our nation’s w aterw aSiA  nonprofit membership organization, we are th |4 iation’s 

Heading rivereonservation g|pup. We stand at the foHfront of nationlHde efforts to:'

• Rescue rivers from dams
• Stem river pollution and overuse
• . P ro H I  habitat for fish and wildlife
• Cons and resBre floodplains and riverbankl||:
• W ork with dom m unitffl to re^BMie their r iv ^^ H
• ProteH  the Bation’s few remaining wild rivers

Over the lam25 y e ® , American Rivers has collaborated with partner ofganiza- 
. tio n g co m m u n itip  and federal and, s f i |j  agencies to bring rHers to life. Our triumphs 

have been numerous. But there’s still a great deal of work to be done. In the 2kst cen­
tury w e  are redoubling our effo rftoS B

• Restore the hometown rivers that run through our communities
• P ro ^ f l  the last wild rivers that are spectacular sources of lif^  adventure 

and beauty
• Repair our great rivers that are the arteries of this w ntinenH erving  the needs of 

both nature and people -

W h o  Benefits  fro m  
A m e r ic a ’s R iv e r s?

• Anyone who cares about 

wildlife
• Anyone who has ever 

poured a glass of water
A Anyone who enjoys fish­

ing, boating, swimming 
, or camping

I  Anyone Concerned with 
the quality of life in his or 
her community

• Anyone who wants to 
protect the environment 

for future generations ,



V ic to r ie s  for  
A m e r ic a ’s R ivers

B y galvanizing coalitions and 
grassroots river advocates, ’ 
American Rivers has won 
many lasting victories over 25 

years. For example:
• After a decade-long battle, 

our partners and we 
achieved a historic agree­
ment with the dam owner 
to remove the 160-year- 
old Edwards Dam on 
Maine’s Kennebec River.

• We helped stop a gold 
mine that would have 
destroyed the Clarks Fork 
òf the Yellowstone River 
and impacted Yellowstone 

National Park, one of 
America’s greatest natural 
treasures.

• We convinced the govern­
m ent of British Columbia 
to establish a 2.7 million- 
acre park protecting the m  

Alsek and Tatshenshini 
Rivers from a proposed 
copper mine.

Rescuing Dammed Rivers

I f  a m an  fa i ls  to  h o n o r  th e  r ivers , he sh a ll n o t  g a in
■ l i f e  fr o m  th e m e  — The Code of H ammurabi, 1760 B.C.

In the United jHges, undaftimed rivefl S e rafe. The Y d S v ^ n e  is th^bnly-large river 
in the lower 48^w:es that still flows B l l v M

: Dams, particularl^redropow er daip | that generate e lec tric iS  severely’damage 
river;̂ ^ K te m s . T h B  re d u S  water levll^ kill w i ,  block fish migration, limit recre­

ation and destroy naturafchabitat. '
T odS^^m erican  R iy ^^ead s national campaigns to bring back declining fish and 

wildfifeEfftimproving dam operations and removing old, unsaiH R d unp-roduBBe'-f 

dams. Our efftBBhaye produced ̂ B in g  | « l t | § ^
• As th e fp u n d ew n d  leader of the nM bnal Hydropower R e fo r i^ B a li t io ^ ^ S h a v ^  

restored flows in hundreds of r» £ m ilS a < ^ S s  the coui^ S and protected thou- 
sandgfpf acres of wetlaijffi and rivSside.ecc^Stems.

• In 1996vl^m erican R iw s  helped make h R p fy  on the greatly overused Colorado 
River, the mainSBurce oihydropower^aniifyater for the boommg|Sputhw@st*BoiB 

the first tim floperatogl of thd ljlen  CBiyon Dam agreed to releSe millions of gal­
lons of water for thdsole p u rp o ^ B f reviving riverside habitat.

• . In 1998, American R i | | | i l e d  the fight m  protect theH olum bia R iv ^K ndangered  
H a lm o n  and Bedhead. W ith N a tfS  American tQ bes,g/ashington State and the

federal government, «we forged the fiiH Habitat Conservation Plan that committed 

dam owners to higher standards tB protect fish.



Stemming Pollution and Overuse

T he r iv e rs  a re  o u r  b ro th e rs* T h ey  q u en ch  o u r  t h i r s t  T h ey  c a r ry  o u r  
ca n oes a n d  fe e d  o u r  c h ild re n , You m u s t g iv e  to  th e  r iv e rs  t h e ,'

.k in dn ess-you  w o u ld  g iv e  to  a n y  b ro th er. Sp Chief Seattle

In many parts of the country, demand for fresh ,\S te ^ w b x 5cep2 s availability. O n c^^B  
problem only in the arid West, the threat of dwindling water supplies now touchH jls 
all.;S\s competition for this limited natural rS o u rf i  grogs fieB Iw ildhfem i h and their 
river Habitats jBy the price. Maiffl heavily populated s^^B from  the the
Southeast, have already su ited  the lifeLrom nearby rivers that onfe flowed str® g.

But fafcing too m uchJiater from o m S H r ^ K n ly  half the problem. W e’re alsoH  

polluting the water that rem ainHindustrial and municipal y ^ B |o m b in e 4 With tp S j l  
runoff from farms and cit^ H ^ S  poisonpa w id e g rr^ ^ w q u a tic  pMSPs ancraninK ^H  

A m f f i n  R iv^^M unds the alarm on thHe incrliiiiM-lv pervasive threats. WHB 
werejpehind the media’s breaking story on contaminatioiTof the Potomac River by 

l ^ ^ y d S m  unregulated c h i« en  factory farms. We raised the heat on thMederalvgov- 
ernmentf|o clean Up PCBs in thqLludson Ri\w,. the most significanifnvironméntal 
th r^H to  both the rfH r and local-residents. We helped n e ^ g & e  a pian for W ashing­
ton? swakima B a^H oneigf the m S t  hePCTPTu uated^Eas in tljg o u n try , thajw ill 
increase f l^ H fo r  salmon and steelheadBtem pollution S d  nroffimhabgat.

Sp o t l ig h t in g  R ivers  
in  T r o u b le .

Q u r  most effective tool in 
the battle to protect the 
nation’s rivers is our report; 
America’s M ost Endangered 

Rivers. Launched in 1985, the 
yearly report identifies rivers 
that are facing the most seri­

ous environmental abuses. By 
drawing national attention to 
rivers in trouble, the report 
sends a pow erful“wake-up” |  
call that transforms public 
awareness into action.
Because of our report, many 
rivers have been rescued from 
encroaching threats.

i



Pr o te c tin g  
Flo o d pla in s  
¿Protects People

W h e n  the Great Floods dev- 
astated the Mississippi River 
Valley in 1993, American 
Rivers was the leading voice 
for floodplain policy reform. 
We worked with Congress to 
voluntarily relocate more 
than 10,000 homes and busi­

nesses out of harm ’s way and 

restore more than 50,000 
acres of flooded farmland to 
functioning wetlands. W hen 

the flood waters returned in 
1995, thousands of homes 
and businesses were spared.

Conserving Floodplains and Riverbanks

T h ere w i l l  a lw a y s  be on e m o re  r iv e r , n o t to  cross, b u t  to  fo llo w . '

:̂ t® # > W A R D  A B R ^ S

H ealthy  rivers are much more than the water that flows between two riverbanks. 
Riverside plants^* trees and grasses providi food, shade and shelter for wildlife while 
preventing riverbank erctjon. Surrounding floodplains furnish crucial habitat and act 

as huge spongeM absorbing floodwaters and filtering harmful pollutants.
> But these im portant bufflr z&nesRe th rea tenedS ery  day by farming, logging, 

uncontrolled hvestockH feng , urban sprawl and industrial pollution.
American R iv ^ ^ m rk s  to counte||:hese dangers.
For examplellve prom ote sustainable land uses by encouraging floodplain farmers 

tcBwitch from levee-protected crops like corn to flood-tolerant crops such amreefflWe 

push foj§federal po lic iR that encourage a » r ie ty  o f  flood-friendly la n d / t f l l  including 
rotational grazing and hunting leases.' And we host forums that create o p p o r tu n it ie s  
for farm ed, landowners* government officials and community leaders to reach agree­

ment on environmentally sensitive land use practices.



H elping Communities Restore their Rivers

Across-the wall o f the world,. A R ive tin g s  a beautiful songv:
... I t  says", Cotnèy r e s t  h ere  b y  my-side*

- Maya Angi-;

V irtuallÆ very m af |r  | | | *  and th o u sa n d s^  eom m unitiem crog the country rS t  onW 
the banks of Briver. But over th ® earsva h n f |t  a llf |f our hometown rfvRl h «  beerM  

trashed,^dammed and'fiiîâllyforgotten.
however, a river renaissances taking place in many parts of the Bmntry. 

G om m uniw s everywhere are rejBpovering arid revitalizing these valuable resour 
p e t  nowhere does there B B i i  unified, acceHible source b f | ^ r m $ o ^ * d ^ S s t a n t e  

R rcom rriun ities trying'to turn  their drearriBnjto reahtig|^B
A m eri^B  RivSs is working to ie|^erage||ur quarter century S  river conservation 

ex p erieB | in support of commUnity-based efforts to r’ŒÎ^H hometown rivers |J |

■ fo u r goals include:
• D ^ g o p in g  toolsphd tfjfhnical assistance to help communities carryout r i^ B  

restoration nroi egt118W
« Identifying financial support for river projects..
• ¡WniSng g ro u S  to promote rivfer restoration nationwide

H m m u n i t ie s B c r o ss the c o u n tg  are b S d ln g  ne|v future^ around their hometown 

riyers, and wb are there to help them.

V oyage of R ecovery-:" 
R esto ring  th e  R ivers 
of L ew is  a n d  C lark

T h e  storied Missouri River 
traveled by the pioneering 
naturalists Lewis and Clark in 
1804 is no longer. The restless 

side channels that braided 
around thousands of islands 
and sandbars are goné. The 

river’s wildlife, once bound­
less, is suffering and at risk.

To commemorate the 

bicentennial of the epic jour­
ney of Lewis and Clark, Ameri­
can Rivers launched a national 
campaign to restore the Mis­
souri River. To complete the. 
Voyage o f Recovery,SM we will:

• Create a string of natural 
places along the Missouri

• Restore flows by reforming 

dam operations
• Revitalize riverfronts to 

draw people to the river .
• Protect the river’s remain-



Our Rivers N eed Your H elpAmerican Rivers

1025 Vermont Avenue, NW 

Suite 720
Washington, DC 20005 
202-347-7550 

Toll-free: 877-4RIVERS 
Fax: 202-347-9240 
www.americanrivers.org 

e-mail: amrivers@amrivers.org

N orthwest R egional ; 
O ffice

150 Nickerson Street 

Suite 311
Seattle, WA 98109 
206-213-0330

Southwest Regional 
O ffice

4120 N orth 20th Street 

Suite G
Phoenix, AZ 85016 
602-234-3946

M issouri R iver Regional J 
O ffice

Mill Towne Building 

$50 J Street, Suite 400 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402-730-5593

Y oircan  help preserve and revive our nation’s rivers. Join the thousands of wildlife 
advocates, water recreationists, outdoor enthusiasts,, river lovers and hometown river 

supporters who make up American levers.
We share a Vfgion of the future in which healthy rivers support thriving 

tem$, provide safe drinking water « d  improvfe ;the quality of life for all Americans for 

generations t|ii|Jm e.
;CContact American R i^ S to d ay K ) learn hoB gou can b eB p ait of our B n tinu ing; 

quest to bring rivers To life.
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American ‘Rivers
Restore. Protect. Enjoy.



ince our founding in 1973, American Rivers has been dedicated to protecting and 

restoring America's rivers and to fostering a river stewardship ethic.

Based in Washington, DC and supported by seven field offices, we stand at the 

forefront of nationwide efforts to:

© Rescue rivers from dams 

© Stop river pollution and overusfe!;

© Protect habitat for fish and wildlife 

© Conserve and restore floodplains 

© Work with communities to revitalize their hometown rivers 

© Stop damage from mining, logging and grazing

In the new millennium, we are redoubling our efforts to: 

© Develop and deliver community-based solutions to 

protect and restore rivers

© Build a diverse constituency for river conservation 

© Promote national policies and practices that foster 

river health and restore river values

A future in which healthy rivers provide strong 

local economies, fish and wildlife habitat, safe 

drinking water, recreational opportunities, and 

spiritual renewal is within reach.

American Rivers is proud to be the leader in the 

effort to bring all 3.5 million miles of our nationfe
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A New Silent Spring
^achel Carson galvanized 

America forty y ^ || |a g o  with 
her book, Silent Spring. Its* 

portrait of a poisoned land­
scape changed our countri lB  
The book triggered a move­

ment of grassroots activism 
that resulted in the creation of 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency and landmark laws t f |  

protect environmental and 
human health.

Today, our country is fac­
ing a new crisis. And if Carson 

were alive today, she would 
write a new Silent Spring to 
sound the alarm.

If Rachel Carson were alive 
today, she would write about 
rivers.

Just as she showed the 
American public how toxins 
were seeping into our daily 
lives; killing backyard birdSB 

and making childrenBck, 
Carson today would show us 

how killers like water diver­

sions and non-po ih^fu^m S  
pollution are now stealing thei 

ife f ro m  our hometown rivers 

and causing a wave of fresh­
water extinction.

Not so very long ago, all of 
our country’s rivers were 
healthy. They flooded and 

Receded with the& asonJgH 
Their e\||r-changing flows cre­

ated habitat and provided food 
and places for a rich diversity 
of animals to live and reprojB  
duqff They were-rivers wh e i t

pejggll lived and drank and attg 
and fished and swam.

Bht two centuries of dams, 
llhannels, diversions, and pol­
lution have taken their toll. If 
Carson were to write a new 
Silent Spring, she would show 
us how harnessing and taming 
and regulating rive^S ©  suit 
bur own needs has flat-lined 
fu r  rivets’ dynamic p u te llffi 

HoW many people today are 
ashamed and afraid of the 
ugly lifeless waterways in 

their communities. How fish 
and wildlife can’tffive there 
anymor^ffiow the great 

m igrations®  salmon anckv 
waterfowl are a fraction ofif* 

what they o n tt were.

She would point to scientif­
i c  reports warning that our 

country’s freshw atw ^bM il
— fishighails, am phib ians«  

g iu i|.e ls, and other animals#? 
that live in our neighborhood 

J fl ||rs  and streams B- are van­

ishing as fast as tropical rain­
forest speciesjjjgenerally 
considered to be the moStMf 
imperiled species on earth.

We arerreminded of a 
q u c ^ g y  Malcolm Gladwell: 

“Look at the world around 
you. It may-^Sm like an 

immovabB implacab® place.
It is not. With the^ ligh tlH H  

push — in j js ^ the right p l f iB |
— it can be tip p ed .®

Silent Spring was th®ip-

ping point that changed so c i®

ety forty years ago. Now we 
need to find anoth 11 tipping 

point, this time toward healthi­
er rivers. Yotggan h e lp H B  

encourage this ne^*|nov|jgjj 
ment.Bpeak up for the river in 

your own community Get 
your neighboi§ involved. And 
please log on to'our g w  

A^hon Center at www.ameri- 

canrivers.org/takeaction for a 
W m  and easy way to make a 
d iffereiil^H

» i n « y ,

Rebecca R. Wodder
President

y-—

F. Whitney Hatch
Chairman

President Rebecca 

Wodder and Board 

Chairman Whitney Hatch 

on the Potomac River ffljj 

West Virginia, October 

2000

A m  b -.r  v e r s  A l  R e  p f e to  ♦ '

http://www.ameri-canrivers.org/takeaction
http://www.ameri-canrivers.org/takeaction


Sounding the Alarm B—  •

r ,

I he beauty of the 

living world I  

was trying to save 

has always been 

uppermost in my 

mind — that,

redible information educatasi '■< 

empowIBBand focus® nation­
al attention on a river crisis 
that cann^ M  deni®. In the 

past year, American Rivers 

helped alert, inform and mobi­

lize a community of partners 

and concerned citizeiBby tak­
ing full advantage of newHBi- 

nologlesfand growing m e d ia l

rivers .;O rg |t^ il^ ^ ^ ^ i? v J | 

4,000 grassroots river groups 

nationwide.

W tls-a place w h e fi peornG^ 
who love r iS rs  can find each 
other, discojfh shared inj|r- 
ests, get help and advice, offer 

solutions, and d eb a t? |« to rap , 
iion issues# Visited ovqr 75,000 
tMfaBBkfeh month, the sifei*’ 

provides cutting-edge informa­
tion on river conservation a||j$f 

well $ È à

♦  A GATEWAY TO RIVERS AND

GROuMGroups and individ- 
u a l^ S n  update tnis nation­
wide da tab^gand  add their 

own river and organization®

and anger at the

senseless, brutish

things that were

being done....

Rachel Carson

The River
Community.. .Online!
A vibrant online community of 

riveSactivists and river friends 
is growing daily "at American 
RivIgs^Online. In the past year 
we have re-designed and 

improved www.american-

♦  Take A ction Center: An 
^em ail-based reg p o n s^y s^ i:

terf,M fe^)eople with ■ p i ; '  
■ lhcted>  officials and other t 

decision-makersfc|)ith^y| can 
S u p p o r t  targeted riv®  con­

servation initiative!^#

♦  Toolkits: Our onlin^B 

Resource Center p ro v id ^H  

activist toolkitsSor. e« ry - 
thing about river: r¡Iteration 

from dam removal financing

■ o  riverfront revitalization to 
much m (p ||®

♦  M essage boards a nd  chat« 

events: At th ^ l^ a r t  of our 
onlinescommunityjthl^g '

Mmeafuresdet visitorshneet 
and share i d | | | ; |S

Don’t forget to bookftiark- 
www.americanrivers.org — 
you’ll find in-depth discussions 

fif all the femes — and more" f 

— m Stioned in this annual 
report!

4 4  A m e r i c j h  RIVE/Rs A N  N.jWjg R\eS |o r t® | | 0  0
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for a 21st Century River Movement
Top Rivers at Risk
p u r  annual America's Most 

Endangered Rivers re ^ jr t  con­
tinues to be a powerful tool 
for riveting attention on water: 
ways in crisis. The 2000 
report — our 15 th 
described threats and tb |f | |  
work of grassroots parftM syat 
rivers across the country. 
Major new ||u d i« p o in tin g  to 
the gravity of the nation’s 
freshwater crisis (sp | 
page 7) gave added urgency 
to media reports on th|§blight

♦  Lower Snake River (WA)
♦  Missouri River (MT,

IA, Ifs, MO)
♦  Ventura River (CA)
♦  Copper River (AK)
♦  Tri-State River1 Basins (GA, 

AL, FL)
#f Coal River (WV)
♦  Rio Grande (CO, NM, TX,
 ̂ and  ChihiJ M |ja;An d

CoApjJijJ, Mexico)
♦  Mississippi & White Rivers 

(M llw i, IL, IA, MO, KY, W  
AR, MS, LA)

♦  Nortf l l f  rk Feather Riv(i3|
H ;-
♦ Clear C reik (T^-*'
1 4 ® 1 River (CO, 171)
♦  Presuhipscot River (M M |
♦  Clark Fork (MT)

This-year we announced 
thejflfo. 1 Most Endangered 
RivM the lower Snake, a 
month earlier than th e B jf jv  

because of a pressing deadliiB 
lo r  publjcSomments on the 
Clinton Administration’s 
salmon recovery plan. We 
were joined in a march to thé^í 

White Houig by grassroots 
river advocates from the Pacif­
ic Northwest, including mem­

bers Qf the N eJgerce tribe 
whose treaty fishing rights are 

a ts tak eS :
iv^ThOi event ú T re l^ ^ íih e  A; 

entire list brought* its usual 
wave of national and local 

coverage on the prob- 
f(S s  facing America’s rivercjB&j 
USA Today headlined its story, 

“River im provem gts come at 

cost to wildlife; Report ip ilg B  
■ g e ts -d a m sS h a n n e lin g , 
and other alterations.” It quot­

ed American Rivefl President

R ebe^^W ^lder as saying, 

“A m eric^Bative fish are 
h o m B fc  in most parts of the 
country. « 1

Around the countrm ocal 

partner groups b e n e S » 5 rom 
a burst oFeoverage of their 
ongoing campaigns » s a v e  

local rivd8 Mp§r example, thW  
Los Angeles Times wrote two 

S to r iS  about|Sl! No. 3-listed' 
B entura River and its infamous 
J tt t i l i ja  Dam, and quoted Cali­
fornia T rout,^npSurfrider 

■  oundaticm, and the California 
Coastal 
Conser­
vancy.

Membership 

surpassed 30,000 

for the first time 

this year, and their 

letters and emails 

to decision makers 

hit record levels.

A m e r i  H H  R  i v  E  R  s  A  N N  U A L  R e p o  r  t  2 0 0 0  ♦  5



Richard Penny

A s  our Northwest regional director, Richard 
Penny provides strategic oversight for our conser­

vation programs in the Northwest, integrates 
those into our national agenda, guides our region­
al fundraising programs, and serves as American 

Rivers’ regional spokesperson. Richard came to 

American Rivers from Friends of the River, Cali­

fornia’s statewide river conservation organization, 
where he was the development director. He previ­
ously served as cam- m  ^

paign director for the 

American River Coali- 
don, where he led the 
successful 1996 cam- 
paign to block the con- 
struction of Auburn Dam 1 ™  

on California’s American River. Author of a 

national Whitewater guidebook, Richard has been 
an enthusiastic kayaker, canoeist, and rafter for 
over 25 years.

Media Power
Our efforts to salmon 

and r a f l R  habitat on the 

LoweirfSnake River in Wash­
ington state by bypassing four 
federal dams won unusually 

strong editorial endolsement 

in o » r  25 daily n e w s p a f ly ^  

this#ear. The New York Times 

saidM eaehing the dams 

would “partly a tp n S o r a 

colossal ecological m is tak « ®  

T he Los Angeles T im esm Id its 

r e a ^ ^ B p lS  now apparent • 
that thdim ly way to save the 
salmon isH to breach th S o u r  

dams on S a lL ower Snake.... 
The salmon ipfeaBtobol l i th e  
PacifigfNor;thwgt and an icon 

of the region’s Indian tribe^H  
T h f ¡ | s  moral obligation to 

.restífB this salmon run. TheH 

sáfenfl and^wnomicsMsMI?

support the obviougconclu- 

siom p& se dams must go.” 
O th S  major newspapers 

supporting dam removal on 

the Snake included the Boston 

Globe, Denver Post, Detroit 

Free Press, Minneapolis Star- 

Tribune, M ilwaukee Journal- 

Sentinel, Philadelphia Inquirer, 

Petersburg Time§l San 

Francisco Chronicle, and 

Tampa Tribune, as well as 
B eal dailies in Alaska, Cbn- 

neSticuffldaho, IllinolsBowa, 

New York, Oregon, and Penn­
sylvania.

a result of listing th e *  
Mismmri Riv€||as the nation’s^ 

¡Ifeond mospendangered river 

¡if 2000, efforts to restore th J || 
fiver have been featured on 

national television newspro- 

grams such as CpN and h av il

A m e  r i g an  R i v e r s  A Njfo*& l R e p K $  2.0-0 0



b® n the fo^usvof a rtic l^  in 
USA Today, The Washington 

Post, S t  Louis Post-Dispatch, 

and Kansas City-Star$Environ- 
mental recom m endation^^ 
made by American Rivers 

were supported in editorials in 
Sioux Falls Argus Leader,

Sioux City Journal, Des Moines 

Register, and Lincoln Journal 

Star. Sioux City Journal stated: 
“American Rivell, the nation’®  
leading river conservation 

organization, has recommend­
ed the, split navigation season

B ternative.. .The splW eason 
îs thefinly management alter­
n a t *  that will such a ; 
competing v a r i« » s p e c ia l  

in të rJB a lo n g  the river...
The split B ason lith e 'b est

chokH

Our Message Gets 
Through
One of Amef ican R iveâprin- 

| |p a l  m essagesB r years has 
been that a healthy rivJSai its 
h e a r tæ  flowing water —- and 
that when you take away the

T he  F reshwater C risis

M ajo r new voices were raised last year supporting 
American Rivers’ contention that the state of the 
nation’s rivers is among the most pressing issues on 

the national environmental

munity, aquatic biologist Dr. 

Anthony Ricciardi of Cana- 

da’s Dalhousie University
presented a startling new analysis that North Ameri­
ca’s freshwater wildlife is one of the most endangered 
groups of animals on the planet Based on a Nature 
Conservancy database and the scientific literature, 
Ricciardi reported in the October 1999 issue of 
Conservation Biology th a t

♦  At least 123 freshwater species went extinct in 
the 20 th century;

♦  Extinction rates of freshwater animals are 
accelerating;

♦  Freshwater animals are disappearing five times 
faster than land animals;

Freshwater diversity is dwindling at the same rate 
as that of tropical rainforests.

flow, you damage the r i v ® j |  
health.

year the Jjpvironmen- 
tal Protection Agencyrecog- 

nized the critfe4|importance 
S  natural flows to water quali­

fy  throughout the nation, in its 
annual National Water Quality 

Report to Congress. The 

agency said onljf about half 
the country’s rivers, lakeH and 
E stuariJi meet water quality 

standardsBtsaid the second 
moSjimportant factor in water 
quality problems — right after 
agricultural runoff— imm 

human Modification of the nab 
ural flow of rivers.

The salmon is a

symbol of the Pacific

Northwest and an

icon of the region’s

Indian tribes. There

is moral obligation to

restore this salmon

run....These dams

must go.

Los Angeles Times 
editorial on the Lower 

Snake River dams
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Spurring Decision Makers...

r \  / f t s s  Carson, 

you are the lady 

who started

all this.

Sen. Abraham Ribicoff 

at a Congressional 

hearing in 1963

y applying ̂ g ssu re , poiMrig 

out options, and creating mod­
els of succfgll American 
Rive® spurred action by deci- 

ftlftn-makers?— public and pri­

vate — at all l e v «  lastiyear.

«  are persistent, thoughtful, 
and savvy in collaborating 

with other stake^ldeigf®  v 

ensure that common1- fs^rM> for^ 
riyef's ultimately prevailsMj

Challenging B e Corps 
of Engineers
American R iSrs stepped up 
efforts to; reform the Army 

Corps ofHngineers, the prima­
ry  federal manager for many 

of the nation’s, rivers, to se!§f?

that it acts^gponsively to the! 

iMea to pr|)tfflt thffecological 
health of rivers. With several 

Corps p ro j|its  coming under 
Sllose scrutiny during the year 
■ in c lu d in g  an S 0 r t  to 

inflate the benefits 
of p ro p o ^ ^ H  

lock expan­
sion on 
t h « J p p | | |

Miipglsippi 
River in

order to win Con 

greslim al approval — wfe -  

joined with partner groups in 

pressuring Congress to pass 
Reform legislation. American 

Rivers SeWrfed nearly §350

in new authorization of 
r iv e rw s to * p n  proim fl  and ' 

i^ ^ ia le d  funding for existing 
pr<)j^ctsS)n such riv iW ifs ']® ^ ; 
Misbjj^ippi, Missouri, Ohio, 

Columbia and S nakeH

The Kennebec 
One Year Later
‘T he fish and wildlife are 
returning!” waMhe;£ry along 

Maine’s K ennebS Rivel in the£ 
months after theRm oval (SfiS 

Edwards Dam on July 1?: 1999. 
“Anglers are landing trophy- 

fsized c a tc h e r  reported the 
Kennebec Journal. A  year after 

the dam’s precedent-fretting 
rfiioval, native fish species, 

^ S e e d in g  recovery expecta­

tions*, have already come back 
up the river to spawn; some 

two million alewiveglas well as 
striped b a s^  American shad, 

and Atlantic sturgeon traveled 
from the » 1  past the old dam 

^:|X to Winslow for the first 

time in 162 years. The Wall 

Street Journal noted, “it alp® 

hasIcSiated a running 

I  river and 17 of 

new public sp ace*  
w h «  a stagnant 

mill used to be J B  
$J.S. Interior j8 R  

retary Bruce Babbitt 

called the dam’Slism an- 
tling “theMeginning of a ^ ta l­

ly new chaptlgof riv |lH l 

restoration.” The K e n n e b S s^  

rapilfrecovery bodJsSrell for
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for a 21st Century River Movement

Celebrating the Voyage of Recovery8«

T h e  theme of our gala
held in New York City in Jgj

November, 1999, The J -  s J B H I v

Missouri: Past, Present H  £

and Future, brought |  ¿j§|
many leaders together,
such as Stephen
Ambrose, Secretary of | | | | ^ ^
the Interior Bruce Bab- I M  J

bitt, Tom Brokaw of NBC News, Senator Bob Kerrey 
(NE), and Assistant Secretary of the Army, Civil 

Works, Joseph Westphal, to speak about the urgent 
need to protect the path of natural places that Lewis 
and Clark discovered.

Tom Brokaw, Bruce Bab­

bitt, and Rebecca Wod- 

der at the Voyage of 

Recovery4” gala in New 

York City last November.

the growing national move- 

frnent to remove dams that no 
longer make sense, which is 
the goal of our Rivers 

Unplugged program.

Proceeding on the 
Voyage of RecoverySM

Building on our successful 
efforts to re(stq|fj the Missouri 

and Yellowstone rivers, we 
announced the expansion of 

our Voyageyif ReBvefY^ v 
campaign for the rivers of 
"¡Lewis and Clark to include a 

new fivg af effort west of 

thq Continental Divide to 
Repair the Columbia and 
Snake rivers and B l R e d  trib­
utari®. The goal is to ifetprè;-j 
vital parts pf the as 

functioning ecosystems and to 
return |§li-sustaining popula-

T ionsdf salmon to the Colum­
bia Basin.

This year, theft was much 
progress in work to bring 

back the natural bounty that 
Lewis and Clark saw 200 
years ago..

¿¡►'.In November, w S ponsored  

a major c o n fffin ^B r- grass­
roots activistjiand groups in 
Saint CharlM^JV^Souri. The 
Mi m )uri River Vo^^k ôf

f e a K
ture! w orksho® |cáse studies 
of river^estoration projects, 
and f i d  trips for conferenSIS| 

affindpS. Historian Stephen 
A m b r¡|§  who w h [  
thve |6» k  Undaunted 

Courage about the 
Lewis & Clark expedi­
tion which traveled 

jp l'leng th  ofthe M i¿9 
SPuri, was the keynote] 
speaker. He pledged

million of his book royal- 
B l  as a challenge grant to iiip- 
port Milpfuri R ivesK overy, 

and p ^ S n te d  fife donation at an 
A m gpan Rivers gala later in the! 
month, in New York City.

Opposite page: A 

decade-long effort to 

save the Kennebec 

pays off. By Steve 

Brooke

Left: Pre-dam removal: 

The Kenneb.ec strug­

gles to survive. By 

Steve Brooke

Above: Rebecca 

W odderli presented 

a check by Stephen 

Ambrose.
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Margaret Bowman

M arg are t Bowman is our Senior Director of 
Dam Programs. From the Kennebec River in 
Maine, to the Ventura River in California,

Her goal is to see dam removal become a 

non-controversial mainstream concept that is 

considered as an option a t every obsolete dam 
across the country. M argaret spends tim e on 
rivers bird-watching and hanging out with her 

kids, ages one and three — proof that i f  s never 
too early to s ta rt river-bonding.

% In  July, l||)9 fien a to r Bob 
Kerrfey (D-NE) introducedfat 

» 2 0 million bill, co-sponsored 
by lln a to r  Tom Daschle (B- 
SD), that would require t l iq p  

Kjj|. Army Corps of Enginefefs 
and the Department of Inte­
rior to carry out 

wildlife habitat 
restoration:  ̂
proMpts 
along the 
Missouri 

m v e rM e  bill 

alsowould authorize 

$42 million to construct Lewis 

and Clark interpretiv« l nters. 
$15 million for riverfront revi­

talization p ro je (^ ^ |

♦  As a l ls u lt  of the persistent 

^ f e r B  of American Rivers and 
our conservation partncfli the 
Columbia River’s Hanford 
Reach became a National 
Monument on June 9, 2000. 
T n | federal action protects 

Î95,000 a c r^ B f land 

along the banks 

of the Columbia 
in eastfefh 

Washington 
BSte, including 

tH S l-m ile  stretch 

We'listed in 1998 aè 

th e ? a t io S  M osm ndangered 
R i v »  préserves one of theB  
fm ^^^^H low ing salmon 

spawning grounds left in the 

West, supporting salmon pop-
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ulations^as far north as Alassi.

■► In our efforts to save Snake 
River salmon and §|fee;lhead 
from extinction, we continue 
to strengthen the^cientific 
and economic e^s6 |®  thdH  

partial ̂ removal of four damm  

on thefew eJ 
Snake River 
in Washing­

ton state.

Our study f 
■show ing 

27,000 long-term and short- \  

term jobs would R g |ilt helped 
gain the support of the Seattle 
City Council, as well fas many 
natBnal editorials.

#  Along flHRpper. ̂ iiso u ri 
River, we’ve teamed uplfith  
r a n c h e || the County Conser­
vation District, and a power­
generating corporation to. 

demonstrate an approach that 

curbsm g harmful effects of 
shoreline cattle-grazing along 
the, Missouri River. Rather 
than th r o w s  having to m o v l

toward the river, a solar-pow- 
&ed|sSstem will bring water 

to the battle. The new facilities 
have proven to be a template .. 
for sucdess, satisfying ranch- 

er^as well as contributing to 
the recovery of the banks of 
the Missouri.

Opposite page top: The 

Hanford Reach of the 

Columbia River, now a 

National Monument. By 

Joel W. Rogers

This page top: Grazing 

demonstration project to 

protect reparian zones on 

the Upper Missouri River 

in Montana.
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Rivers Reborn...

At right: Kristen 

McDonald: Associate 

Director of the Wild and 

Scenic Rivers Program

Riverfront Know-How 
Mark Twain’s boyhood hofte, 
Hannibal, Missouri (located 90 
m ilS  north of St. Louis along 
■ t  the M issSippi River), 

. ^ b e c a m e  a pilot show- 
Ig iase  in a new Com­

munity Rivers 
program a im e p ^ S  

helping |pm m uniti«^H  

understand how riverfront 
parks and delilopm ent can 

p r^ ^ S th e  health of r i v e r l ^  

Together'with JBlfral part­

ners, American Rivers helped 
tn jtow n  of 20,000 peoplJK  

rethink and redesign | | s  lack- 
l||Ster and deserted riverfront' 

— especially the old down­

town marina W Bk ways' that !

Katherine Ransel

K atherine Ransel co-founded the Northwest
office of American

Rivers in 1992 and

served as its director
until May, 2000, when

she became Senior

Counsel. Katherine ere- I
ated our flow restoration lililM

programs, including the Yakima River Initiative

and the Washington Water Trust, and brought

several FERC relicensing cases to successful

conclusion, including the Condit Dam Removal
Agreement She pushed for the protection of
Hanford Reach, and saw it to its successful
designation as a national monument. In her

spare time, Katherine canoes, sea kayaks,

skis, backpacks, and otherwise enjoys the
great Northwest outdoors.

ySll bring residents and 
touriÉfe in closer contact with 

the riye lt l l
Community Rivers har- 

n^ H t h e  booming interest in 
revitalizingriver fronts.

Wild Rivers,
Eastern Style
The 106th Congresjlused th|Èij 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act -9 
long associated with proigS^é 
ing whitewatej canyons in the 

West — t S l i feguard fish and 
■wilq|H habitat in seven rivers 

near sprawling Eastern urban 
centers. The designationsjin 

six gatësK ieant victory for 

local activists like Dorothy 

Miller of Newark, Delawariijfe 

whtfhas fbughfi>r forty years 
to keen WhitéjClav d tllfk  * 

(Delaware and Pennsylvania)

f r l l  flowing. Also protected: 

Florida’̂ l^ekiva River, the 
Lower Delaware R iv «  (Penn­

sylvania and New Jersey), the 
Sudbury, Assabet, and Cori-^ 

cord Rivers (Massachus&s)^* 
Wilson C |fek-(Ndrth Caroli­

na), an extension of the Lam­
prey River (New Hampshire),, 
and, in Oregon, an extension 
glBhe Donner und Blitzen 

Riv|§ and W ildhof^and  

K igergreeks. This®! a dra­

matic improvement over the 

previous Congress, which des­
ignated zero Wild and ile n ic  
Rivals'.!
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Restoration and Protection

I
i

Victory for the Southwest 
Rivers: Fossil Creek
i|i Arizona, we helped litab- 
gfsh an historic agrBStent that 
^will léáll to full f« o ra tio n  of 

natural flows on Fossil Creek. 
Fossil Crglk is a series^of min­

eral-laden springs that pro­
vided habitat for endangered 
and t^eátened  specibl súch 
as the razorback sucker and 

bald eagle. Since 1908, more 
than 95ÜM the naturalyOar- 

round flow has been réhioved 

to feed two hydropower " 

plants. After a year of negotia­
tions with the Arizona Public 
Services Company, American 

Rivers created a s e t t le m e n t  
that will restore flows in Fossil 
Creek by 2004, and rem ov í 

virtually all project facilities by 
the decade’s end.

Protection for 
Cowlitz River Fish
Protection for endangered 

salmon 

and trout 
was estab- 
lisheifOn 

thejn  
Cowlitz 

River in 
southwestern Washington 

state. The Cowlitz historically 

produced over 30,000 spring 
chinojok, over 60,000 fall 

chinook, and coho a n d lli-ru n  

trout, but dams built in the 
1960’s cut these numbers

drastically — so much m  that 
gteelhead and chinogk salmon 

are now listed ^ th rea ten ed  

under th%Endangered 
Speg-igs Act. American Rivegs^ 

put Cowlitz River fish on the 

road to recovS v̂ bv A a tin g  a 

landmark settlement p ith  the 

owner of the dams, Tacoma 
Power. TheBettlement callJiJ 

for fish passage, improved 
flows; and h a tc h e r^ ^ B m s  

and will open up over 200 
currently-blocked 

spawning habitat.

Betsy Otto

A s  Director of American Rivers’ Community

tecting hometown rivet«,

Betsy’s program works to "put the river back in 

the riverfront” by helping communities develop 

riverfront parks, retail and housing developments 
that are sensitive to the local ecology. Bicycling 

and hiking are among her favorite outdoor activi­

ties, as well as sea-kayaking and canoeing.

A M f p r a m f i  R i v e  r%- A n# u A‘¿ R e p o  0 0 0 ♦  1 3



Empowering the Grassroots..!

< 3

I he trem 

response [to Silent 

Spring] .fkeems to 

indicate a strong 

desire on the part 

of the public 

bring about some 

improvement in 

the situation.

Rachel Carson

Iffe  to 4,000 g rassro o ts^  

groups 5 -  an unprecedented 
numheiilHafe now acting to 
conilrve and r& o re  rivers 
throughout the country. iB Ip  

include citizen groups orga­
nized to protectlocal riveSIgi 

and watersheds®- with nam |s 

m m  Upper Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper, the West Virginia 
Rivers Coalition, and Friends 
of Critters and Salt Creek — 
and an increasing number bf 
sportfishing, flycasting, pad­

dling and w hitew atli clubs 
that take action to protect 

their favorite spots. American 

Rivers provides expertile and 
advice to th ^p lo ca l river 
activists and friends and

works with tHpm on dam 

gemoval, habitat restoration, 

and many other vital issueflH  
They, in turn, share their Ideal 
knowledge and c l '^ e f f ' and 
lend th ftftvo icS  to our cam­

paigns to change national poli- 

m ?  — such as b^fending 
thousands ofVbmmunications 
a month to decisionm ak«  in 
responStbllm ailed  action 

a le ifU ^

Taking the Dam 
Things Down
The dam removal movement 

rejfched* critical mass nation­
wide this year. Since the 
Edwards Dam removal on 
M a in «  Kennebec» Riv(Son

July 1,1999, which provided a 

much-heralded model, local 
activists around the country 
have suclleded in removing 

more th am ^S th e r dams that 
have outlived their usefuln|S|; 

Mops than 100 other dams are 
under consideration for 
removal. American Rivergcon- 

tinued to underscorerihe many 

benefits^)f Bmoving Aban­
doned, obsolete, and unsafe 
dams that block hundreds oJ||| 

thousandaof river m ile^w  
We joined with Friends of 

thp Earth and Trout Unlimited 
in publishing Dam Removal 

Success Stories: Restoring 

Rivers Through Selective , 

Removal o f Dams That Don't 

M ake Sense, a much-needed 
114-page igbor Jdgji local
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for a 21st Century River Movement
activists’ .conversationists, and 
Bpource manage». The book 
— the first of its kind — pre- 

R n ts  more than two dozen^’ 
ea|g^studies of dams that have' 
been suc<§p§fully removed 
around the country, to the 

benefit of river restoration and 
community revitalization.

Going Local in the 
Southeast
American Rivers opened an 

o f f «  this -yfearin 

Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, 

staffed by 
^Southeast 

/ Field ReprP®1 
sentative, 

David Sligh.
Our Southeast out­

post reflects the region's 
extraordinary freshwater bio^i 
logical diversity and growing 

grassroots commitment to 
dam relicensing and riveMon- 

Ervation. lic en sB  of mcflfflH 
than 80 dams in six southeast1.: 
ern s ta te  are duetto expire in 
the next 10 years. With this in 

mind, American Rivers and 

the Hydropower Reform Coali­
tion have awarded one-year 

grants to six organizations in 

the Souffle® this year to sup­
port ongoing work in dam rev' 
R ensing ^ ^ S a n d ,to )^  

promote local citizen involve­
m ent in the area.

ook at the world 

around you. It 

may mem like 

an immovable, 

implacable place. 

It k  not. With 

the slightest 

push...in just 

the right place... 

it can be tipped.

iMalcolm Gladwell 

The Tipping Point

Running Rivers
American Rivers led th lP I 

Hydropower Reform Coalition 
in launching a new 10-year Run^ 

ning Rivers campaign aimed at 

rehabilitating more than 5,000 

river miles. T|fl%ffort is 
designed tp take advantage p^B  
the fact that more than 500 
hydropower dams on 130 rivers^ 

w ill|fcm el|p for license renewal 
in the* period. After strong iiitial 

outrgaeh to educate the public 
ontjfe impact of hydropower on 
rivers, the campaign will focus 

on restoring flows in places® 

like thegtorth Fork Feather , 

River in California, the Pre- 
sumpsept River in Maine, and 

the rivers of the Southern 

Appalachian Mountains and the 4̂ 
Columbia Basin.

Andrew Fahlund 

A ndrew  Fahlund is the Policy Director for our

from across the nation. In addition to working on 
several river restoration projects from Arizona to 

New York, Andrew has testified before Congress 

and was appointed to a federal interagency task- 

force by Bruce Babbitt in 1999. Andrew’s inter­

ests in canoeing, fishing, and whitewater kayaking 
qualify him as a true river rat.
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The River Legacy Society
Remembering Am erican Rivers In  Your Estate Plans

o ensure that fu^K ^generations are able to 
enjoy America's r iv A g r M t  and small, we , 
hope you will Consider,¿joining our | | |g n t ly  
Established R iver Legacy Society, c re a t l l  %p 

express our appreciation to those who have 
included American Rivers in their estate plamS

Plann|p^(or deferred) giving offers you the 
opportunity to m aM y  commitment now that 

will benefit American Rivers in%A fu tile . A 
planned gift may aj§d enab flyou  to make a 

substantialli larger contribution because it 

can offer substantial tax and ¿state planning 
benefit® Of greatesfSm portance; including 
American Riverain ;your estate plans will 

e n s u r | that you play a significant role in secur­
ing the long-term success of our conservation 

fe |g ra m H B

Donors of deferred gifts may indicate that 

American Rivers is to rejleive a certain "sum of 
money, property, or a percentage^ of aft estate. 
All gifts an lib eau ^ p  are deductible, within 

the l im ll  prescribed by law, for applicable fed­
eral and state tax p u r p o ^ ^ ^

For m o l  information about inSuding Amer­

ican Rivers in your estate plans, p ll^plcontact:

Paitrick Youngblood 
Director of Major and Planned Gifts 

^ i '3 4 7 |7 5 5 0 , x  3 1 o | | l  

by g m ail at pyoungbloodS amrivers.org, or 
by mail at American Rivers,
1025 Vermont AvenuIgNW, Suite 720, 
Washington, DC ¿0005,

River Legacy Society Members
The following individuals have demonstrated 
interest in American R ivas’ future by stating in 
writing their bequ|gt or planned giving 

inteM Oh^K 

Anonymous (13)
JosephW Bania 
Dr. and Mifs: John H flraham  

^Stephen C.gBruber 
Dr.||flartin Laufe 
Kirk Lawton
Robert and DeCfteggett ‘
Barbara McPherson 
F ranfis W. Miller 

Boftdy Perryman 
Robertglierpoint 
Lauren Smith 
Philip M. Smith

Bequests
American Riveflgratefully recognizes the 

generous bequiS® r ||e iv ed  from the following 
•estates:

Stephen R. Arrowsmith 
■Wilda Bakke 
Anna B^Bidgood 
G a l l ia  L. floldberger 
Shirley Hicklin 
Charlotte Johnson 
M ary S. K im m onM  
M orrii M ashen 
||) h n  York Savage 
Jean Smith
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River Conservation Supporters
River Guardian Society

President's Circle 
$100,000 and above

Stephen E. A m briB Ph.D . 
Jlobemand t)ee Legg^^ff 
David MacGrRor Malcolm

Quarter Century Club 
$25,000 -$99,999

Sally and Stuart Davidson 
Wallace C. and M arppjPpI 
H j|ayton

Ric'ha^dS. Frefedman 
Eugen£ M. Grant 
Anthony P. Grassi 
David Grusin
Whitney and Elizabeth Mitch 
David M. » u ic h e n  
Dan W. Lufkin 
George Lund
Mr. and Mrs. Gilman Ordway 
.Peter J. Solomon 
Jennifer and Edmund A.

Stanley, Jr.
John I. Taylor, Jr.

Founders 
$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
Donald and Anne Ayer
Myer S. Berlow
Austen S. Cargill, II, Ph.D.
Bertram J. and Barbara Cohn
Marian Cutler <
Mr. and Mr^Davidfcayton 
Andrew J. Dent 
Elizabeth M. Dominick 
John Ernst 
Harry and LindifFath 
Daniel Gerber 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. 

Greenhill

jWilliam Heahey 
Paul HohenloS¡^B 
Lojlsie and Rickfjjolton 
Gaylord Kellogg 
Lee W. M a th «  Jr.
Su san M(B o well 
George and Nancy 

M ontgomSyjp 
Bichólas m  Penniman IV 
Harwell Smith 
Joanna Sturm 
Albert and Susan Wells 
Edward B. Whitno.y^v. 
PatrickB. Wilmerding

Protectors
$5,000-$9,999
AnonymoHH
David Andrews 1
Mrs. W. L. LyoiH Brown
Gilbert and Ildiko Butler
Louis C ai^^^H
JameHlgField
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Groark
Kirk Lawton
Mark D. LinnShann
Whitney MaCMglan
David:W. Meskel#1̂
Mr. and Mrs. Steven C. 

Rockefeller
Irving'L. Weissman, M.D. 
Robert P. Youngman

Conservators 
$2,500-$4,999 
Anonym ou:s|p 
M r. and Mrs. William||||gl 

Broadbent
Rev. and Mrs* Cffifeederick 

Bueéhner
JameBHColeman, Jr.
¡¡¡avid C. Cox 
Hlchael P. Dowling 
Joan P. Dufault 
Dayton Buncan 
Bartei lH  Gowl 
Borne and Anne Grepr 
David Di HuntingHr.
K |y e  Leuthold Family 

¡■ggmndation^
K |h cy  Lundgren 
Bejfitley T. Merchant and 

Marie I  Morgan 
Wayne J. Parker 
Robert C. Pierpoint 
Sandpiper Fund 
Georgie and M ikJ|tanley 
Curtis and Katharine Welling 
Rebecca R. WoddOff 1

Benefactors
m,000-$2A99Îtf
Anonymou^B 
Albert Andrews, Jr.
Pat Appel and Kevin (Jgtrnell 
Rutgers and I&slie Barclay 
Robert ̂ B ennett 

Sober t B. Berry 
David and Marta Black ‘
Larry and Constanc^B 

Blackwoo^H 
Philip and Faith Bobrow 

William B. Buchanan 
Andy and Maryann Bugas 
JohannS Burlin and D.D.

Danforth 
Kim B ur rough 
DolorSs Cannon 
David IKaulkins 
Ann L. Christensen ,
Jean Aubuchonljinader 
H. Paul Cooler, M.D.
Dr. David Coweji 
Jan and Connie Cox.
Ann C rittenden^
Jogfeph F. Cullman IÈÇL*.
A p  Cunningham 
Mr. and ASMRichardA^y 

Danziger 
Barbara 0. David 
Edward and Sherry Ann Dayton 
Polly Dement 
Strachan Donnelley, Ph.D. 
Barbara DuBois,^ 
Eychaner-Richardson Fund 
JillS. Faber 
Kim SgFennebresque 
Robert Fina
Mr. and Mrs. David Flanagan 
P e t e r F l a n i g a n  
Mike Fremont 
CourtniÊ K. Gainés ,,
^Daleb hfcates, Jr.
Barb Gazeley
David J. Glickerman, M.D.
Beoffrey C. Gould
R oiM ygg
Ian and Shannon Hardington 
||[r . and Mrs. Francis W. Hatch 
William H. Hazen 
Robert and Phyllis Henigson 
Charles and Leandra Holland 
Robert M. Howitt 
J||nnifer M. Huntington 
Meredith W. Kaplan 
John M. Kauffmann 
Duane and CoséjÉtpJKelly 
Lizabeth A. King 
Graydon C. Kingsland 
Elizabeth P. Kirchner

R ifeBBB a  nBMB

A m e r ic a n  

extends its

thanks to our 

members and to 

the individual 

foundations, 

corporations, and 

outdoor industry 

supporters whose 

generosity and 

’commitment make 

possible the many 

facets o f  our 

conservation work.
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Earth Share 

American Rivers is a 

founding member of 

Earth Share, a federation 

of the nation’s finest 

environmental and con­

servation charities. If you 

are a federal employee, 

or your company p artic il 

pates in workplace 

giving, you can support 

American Rivers by 

selecting #0902 on your 

pledge form. To find out 

more about how you and 

your company canBup- 

port American Rivers 

and Earth Share, call our 

Development Office at 

(877) 347-7550 , x3017.

Mr. and Mrs. G eprgej|j||| 
Korbelik

Patricia A. Kruchten and W.
Doug Frost 

m |eK ul(w cki Family 
Philip A. Lathrap 
Ralph Luken 
Richard'wM alboeuf 

p^Mprge and Miriam Martin 
Foundation

Joan and BruCe Matthews 
L. W hiteM atthgws III 

H  Huston McCollough 
MogM and Susan McDaniel 
Robert E  McDermott, Jr. 
Wally McDowell 
Gregg and Karen Merchen. 
DrM evin J. Miller 
Kevin and Michelle Miller 
J. Ben Miller 
Kate 'C. M oor^B  
Robert and |fancy  Nejgell 
Douglas Nicholson 
H arry and Roselleri Papp 

M cholaJ-B. Paumgarten, Sr. 
Ralph F.s Peters 
Edward W. f^ttig rew  
H arry Piper 

w d rg p ^ S p . PurvgSm 
ifen ilgh ;R ead  
B s th e r  H. Rivintf^H? 
M ichaeKpRyan 
Emily Sabah-Maren 
John IS S cu ll^
Helen (^K veringhaus 
Freda F. Shen 
Philip M. Smith 1 
Mowry Smith I l f1“?
Brendan and Robin Smith 
John HSWffiS P f  
Bryan Sohl,tfH.D,
John and Betty Soreng 
Bonnie M.:Stafford 

Benjam in A. Stanley ? 
T o m ||e p p  
R. L. f tf len so n  
Duncan Storlie 
Mr. and Mrs. R obB t H.

Tharpe, Jr.
Cynthia T illso n ^
Mr. and A^fc^abell 

Tutw ilerlll 
Stephen M.jgnfried 

fchristopher W. Walker 
Sarah Weber 
Holy o'kM>. Whitney 
H  WarreS Whitney and 

fictsy Ham 
William B. Wiener, Jr. 
Robert W. Wiggins, Jr.

Thomas W. Wilson 
Nancy Hamill Winter 
Davefand Sherri Lewis, Wood 
DM and Charles Wyly, Jr. 
Anne D. ZeAlrberg

Patrons
$500- $999*\

B u g e n eg . Anderson 
g e b b ie  Barcus 
B f |v e  Barron, M.D. and Karen 

ElBri^B 
E n id  ■  Beal 
^ tc w n  A. Berkeley 
Tbhn » D ie rw ir th  
William and M aij||| Bowden 

E d g a r  Bowers ..
M artha C. Brand 
Dr. Stephen D. Brown 
Magalen 0 . Bryant 

f a f i  Buchanan 
M r. and M rS  Cameron H. 

Burns^
Vernon S. Chandler 
Nelson Cheftoway 
M arshal J.: Compton 
F. W. Cropp

, avid JlC ushing and Julie 
■ C hapm an 

Mrs. William Devine 
Scott" P. Duffens;
Dan Egglston and Ann C. Kloka 

f S t e v e n ^ ^ ^  sijfe 
w anforth  Page Falel|f! 
■ a rg a re t  W. Fisher 
George K. Floyd 
Daniel and gtrm eda Fred 

jgenno Friedman 
Michael D.'^Garcia 
Mrs. Reynolds^Girdler 
Robert H. Greenwood 
Jack and Lorraine Hannon 
Frank J. Harmon 
Robert Bj. Heacox „ ,
Robert N. Hyams 
Peter and Teresa ImhofT 
||a y le  Jann
Brut®Coci and Ann Guhman

FprigKucklick 
Helen P. Ladd 
William lR>upatkin, M.D. 
Whitney Marvin 
Ann MMcAlpin 
Josephine A. Merck 
DonaldsS,t M eringe iB  
Ted D. M erriam 
Gerrish Hi Milliken 
William J. Monin 
Bill Morton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth R.

Mullins
Jam esff. Nelson 
Conan 0 ’Harrow 
Carol R. Parrish 
VHliam D. Patterson 
Andrew Payflchek 
John C. Phillips II 
Gordon and Susan Philpott 
Louise and g p rry  Puschel 
Carol H. Ray 
Pamela® Reich 
Marie W. Ridder 
Pproth^^ B  Ridding 
Louise Nash Robbins 
John D. Rosebrough 
p lizabeth  and Philip

Rosenberry 
B rie  Ryback 
Robert ■  Sargent 
P iie r Cpkrhlossman 
Neil 1̂ . § |linger 
Dr. Gordon Shaw 
ijloward R. Simpson 
Adam L.ISmith 
Richard and Pam StebbinB 
Franc® W. Stevenson 
Stewart Stone 
David Strathairn 
Janet W. Tanner 
Ruth B. Thurmond 
¡¡glinton B. Townsend 
Valerie A. Vanderheyden 
Ben F. Vaughan 
Polly N. Victor 
William A. Volckhausen , 
Merrill Wheaton 
Ricke Wilkinson 
C. Thomas W ychäB  
Bradford Yates 
Helen R. Y eisle^B
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¡Foundations
American C o ifB v ttion  

As^6bia#cln,llwiS^
S lm er L. and Eleanor J.

Andersen Foundation 
The^Evenor Armington Fund 
Aspen Airport B u s in g  Geiger 

Foundation 
Avni Foundation, Inc.
The BeirnFoundation 
Beneficia Foundation 
The BrainerdBoundation 
Alexander H. B righStharitabM

T h e B W tt Foundation 
Patrick and Aimee B u t l^ H  

Family Foundation 
Clovis Foundation 
.Tli^om m unitfef'oundation q f.

Greater Chattanooga, Inc. 
Compton F llndation , Inc.
The Danforth Foundatiori 
The Dibner Fund, IncT* 
Geraldine R. D odfM oundation 
The M ^ a n d  Victoria DreyfuBj 

Foundation, Inc.
The ChlB Is  Engelhard 

Foundation 
Fanwood Foundation 
Roger S. Firestone Foundation 
The French Foundation 
Garden Homes Fund 
General ServicelFoundation 
Richard & Rhoda Goldman 

Fund
Great Lakes Protection Fund 
The William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation
Hill-Snowdon|foundation 

¿Horizons Foundation 
May K. Houck Foundation 
Harris and Eliza Kempnef Fund 
The Henry P. Kendall 

Foundation 
Kongsgaard-Goldman 

Foundation 
The Lazar Foundation 
M arpatfcundation, Inc.
The Mars Foundation 
Ric hard King Mellon 
- Foundation 

P harlesp tew art Mott . 
oundation

National Fish and Wildlife 
^F oundation

The New-Land Foundatioi^ Inc. 
Nor cross Wildlife Foundation,

In ^ H
Northwest Fund for the 

Environment

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation

The Pew Charitable Trusts 
Frank and Brinna Sand j B  

Foundation
F lm inag. Sewall M undatioHH 
Thépilver '^ R 'u n d , Inc.
The George& fStorer 

Foundation, Inc.
T id ll  Foundation 
Tortuga Foundation 
Town Creek Foundation, Inc. 
The Trio Foundation 
TurifeP Foundatiqb, Inc. 
Virginia Environmental 

* -Endowment
Wallace GeneticS'oundation,
R .

The Walton Family Foundation^ 
Inc.

Weeded Foundation 
WJS Foundation, I n iB

Corporations
Adrift Adventures, IncH | 
Adventure Bound Inc.llbver 

Expeditions 
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Alaska A ir lin ^ H  
Allen and pom p any 
Al tree, Inc 
Amazon.com 
American Adventure^ " 

Expeditions
Anheuser-Busch Companies 
Arizona Ra|t A dventur^gB 
Arkansas River fou |É , Inc. 
ARTA R iv iE n o s

¿Backpackers Shop 
BANKFIRST 
Charitable Way 
Them h;|se Manhattan 
H gSundation 

Class VI River Runner^
DuPont Safl|y, Health, and 
; TEn vir onmmen ta l|^g :e 11 en<|| 
B B tn te r  

gS rants.org  
mm, inc.
Glaxo Wellcomelffne.
GTE Foundation

Holiday Expeditions,
IBM International 

Foundation 
/iGive.com
Internet DiscMioppe^S 

ffithmus Engineering and 
|f  |M anufac turing 

J.P. Morgan C haritab llB  
I^ T ru s ®
Kings RiverBxpeditions 
Kokopelfi Rafting 

Adventureff Inc. 
MicrosoftCorporation 
Mountain River Tours 

glantahala Outdoor Gentegj 
Nordstrom
N orthw est River S upplié • 
Office Depot 
PacificCorp 
■PatagoniaB 
Raychem B iareFair 
¡■Campaign 

River Riders 
Ip Êqre'sl ©ompany, Inc.
SG Co wen Securities 
:j£® rporation 

Solitude River Trips 
Starzîfcncore Media Group 
Thompson Surgical 

Instruments, Inc.
IIS  WesIlFoundation 
VisioGorporation 
Wild River Adventures;C 
Wildwater, Ltd.
Working Assets

P atrick Youngblood

P atrick  Youngblood joined American Rivers as Direc- 
tor of Major and Planned Gifts in July of 2000. Previ­
ously, he served as Associate Director of Development 
for Major Gifts at H ie Washington Opera and Assistant 
Manager of Major Gifts a t the 
Kennedy Center. Prior to 
embarking on a development 
career, Patrick worked in the 
Kennedy Center’s Office of Pro­
tocol, where he served as deputy 
liaison to the Center’s Board of 
Trustees, the White House and the diplomatic commu­
nity. Born in Tennessee, Patrick received an M.A. from 
Vanderbilt University and a Ph.D. in Art History from 
the University of London. He is an avid reader and 
movie-goer, and enjoys swimming and hiking.
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Board of Directors
WhitrieygHatch^ C hairm an  

Ipswich, MA
Richardlÿ. Hopple^v 

First Vice-Chair 
Wilton, CT

ÿicholas' G. Penniman IV, 
‘Second Vice-Chair 
Payton,

gllhn I. Taylor^Secretary 
BouldelÄO

Donald B. Ayer, Treasurer 
McLean, VA

Stephen E. Ambropè^S 
Helena, MT

Albert Andrews, Jr.,
^M inneapolis, MMOf

Lou Capozzi, Nqw York, NY
Sally Davidson,

Washington, DC
Dave Grusin, Santa, Fe:, NM
Christian j | |  Hohenlohe, 

Washington,
Lotsie Hermann Holton,
Bigidlouis, MO

Michael Douglas Ifeaton, 
Pittsburgh, PA,

• 'Los AngelÄIJA,
McLeod, MT

Anthony A. Lapham, 
Washington« DC * -

Dee Leggett, Great Falls, VA
David M. Leuschen,

New York, NY
George Lundjpfioux Falls, SD
David M. Malcolm, 

/^B ed Jo rd ^p iv
W Ê  W  fa th e r ,  Jr.,

Greenwich, CT
Kate McBride Puckett, .̂  - 

Aspen|fco
Susan M cD ow ell^

J a c k s o n  Hole, WY
iljfflJudflL. M e y e r , ;

Athens, GA
Edward W. Pettigrew,

Seattle, WA
Reynard R am sp|jjJ 

Washington, DC
John Scully, Bernardsville^H

Peter J. Solomon,
’ bNew York, NY

Albert Wells, San Francisco,{^4;, 
Belgrade, MT

R. Glenn Williamson,
Phoenix, AZ

American Rivers Staff
Rebecca R. WoddJL President
Mark Albers, Director, Montana
gpueld  Office

Pat Appel, Vferi.President m B p  
Resource Development

Leslie Conservation 
A ssociate |»  or th we st 
Regional OfficBS

Amy Butler, Associate Director
G of Foundation ‘Relations

M argaret Bowman, Senior 
D irIf |o r of Dam Programs^*

Stevej§rooke, Director, Maine 
Fiejd O ffic^S

| | ‘cOtt Faber, Senior Director of 
Public Policy

Andrew Fahlund, Policy 
Director of Hydropower 
Programs

Rob Fisher, Writer and
Geographical Informational 
Specialist

Michael Garrity, Conservation
^Iffesistant, Snake River 

Program
Anne G oi#  Associate Director 

of Foundation Relations^’,
Jack Hannon, Wild &;Scenic 

Rivers Program Coordinator
Justin Hayes', Associate 

Director of Public Policy
Sarah Hawkins, Web ProduieY.;



Advisory Committee, and Staff
Jennifer Heselme|f§r, Capital
¡¡¡|Campaign jfefeistant

S te ffi H ig g ^ tC c B B ation  
A ssistan t,, D am  P ro g ra m s

Pon HineMDi rector of 
Accounting

Anne Hoffert,SM OciatdB 
Director of Finance and 
Administration

Melissa Hopkins, Development 
Assistant

Connie Kelleher, Northwest 
Hydropower Program 

, Fellow
Bea Keller, Manager,

Membership Services, ^
Peter Kelley, Vice President for
. < Strategic Communications

Elizabeth Maclin, Associate 
Director of Dam Programs

Rich MaiorlKDirector oT "
^/Corporate Relations

Rob Masorii®"Northwest *
, feC pn& vation Policy 

Director
Barbara Matos, Executive 

Associate/M anager, Board 
Services

Kristen McDonald, Associate 
Director of Wild and SMenic 
R i^ S  Program

Suzy McDowell, Associate 
Director of Outreach

Jamie Mierau, Administrative 
Assistant to the Vice 
, President for Conservation

Ann Mills, Vice President for 
Conservation

|Kelly Miller, Corps Reform 
Coordinator

Ann Monnig, Membership 
Development Counsel

David Moryc, Conservation 
Assistant, Northwest 
Regional Office

JS s ic a  O’Grady, Prospect 
R esearch® ®

llM sy  Otto, Director,
Community Rivers Program

Richard Penny, Director,
N orthw B t Regional Office

Andrea Petzel, Development 
Assistant

Katherine Ransel,^Senior 
«C ounse l, N orthvfl^Eegional 

Office
Andy Rom ero ||W m m tìity  

Development Direifor
Amanda Schwegjer, Online 
■BKmmundfy Manager

Sebecca Sherman, Conservation 
l^ ^ ^ s ta n t
M atfScchio, jftdrdinatorì|P  

Hydropow ^g e f p r S B  
Coalition

W alter^ÿ& ii, Vice President of 
« u n a m lË a n d  Administration

\David Sligh, Southeast Field 
Representative

Amy Souers, Web Editor and 
Chief Content Provider

Jeff Stein, Mississippi River 
Regional RepresentatiJSgi

-Brett BwiîÇ Associate Director 
o fgqrthw est Hydropower 
Programs

Jill Wash Jig, Communications 
Assistant and Publications^ 

H SpecialiSr||i
Patrick Youngblood, Director òffl 

Major and Plannec^fefts

Scientific and Technical 
Advisory Committee
Judy L. Meyer, Ph.ßlM:

U n i# rsityB fAGeorgia 
Athens, GA — Com m ittee  
C hair

Ijjban kT lorsheim , Ph.D. 
University of California- 
Davis, Davis, CA

rohyid H. Gêtches, J.D. 
«U niversity  o|feolorado 

Sëhool of Layr, Boulder, CO
|a v i d  Hart, Ph.D.

AcademÿfoFNatural Sciences 
Philadelphia, PA

M ich jil W. Klemens, Ph.D.
Wildlife Conservation 

K sbciOMBrtinx. NY
David Marcus, BerkeleSÇA
Wendell L. MinckleyiPh.D.

Arizona S tafg |U ni\^ffi^ /fi| 
B k em p e , AZ
David R. Montgomery, Ph.D. 

University of Washington

l ^ i a t t l e ,  WA
Michael Moore, Ph.D. 
^H iiv e rs ity  of Michigan 

Ann Arbor, MI
Duncan T T atten , Ph.D. 

Arizona S ta tM jr i iv ^ ^ S  
Tempe, AZ

John S  Schmidt, Ph.D.
Utah Stateffniversity 
Logan, UT

Bo Shelby, Ph.D.
Oregon S tatS jniversity  
Corvallis, OR

Richard Epfeparks, Ph.D. 
VfUniversity of I l lin o i ||f  

Water Resources ̂ Center 
Urbana, IL

American Rivers also thanks 
our fellows, interns, volunteers 
and former staff for their dedi­
cated service during the past 
year, including Carolyn Bausch, 
Kathy Cacciola, John ® dota, 

B lair Cozad, Anne Finken, Rick 
Jerabeck, David Kaplan, 
Christopher Matos, Elizabeth 
Matthews, Jackie McCloud, 
Mary Orton, Caroline Preston, 
David R oot, Sarah Roign, 
Michael Talbott, Andre S m ith ,! 
Annie Strickler, Julie Walker, 
Sue Wang, Travis Williams, and 
Mindy Schlimgen-Wilson
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2000 Financial Report
FY 2 0 0 0  STATEMENT OF ACTWITIES

SUPPORT ANO REVENUE

Memberships 
Contributions 
WorkplacelGiving 
Corporate Donations®
Cause-Related Marketing 
Foundation Grants
GovernmSt Cooperative Agreements 
Intqrfest 

;,F œ f Other - '

^ R portÆ d Revenue
Net asset̂ ^RÈleasêd ERONÿRi?s^kinTf)i\|||

Total Support M ïÆ BBBBBÊê

EXPENSES Program 
■ Servi|ê^E

Fund
Raising

Salari^H 1,452,519 384,275
Retirement Plan Contributions® 32,92b j 8,943
Other Employee Benefits 77,870 21,118
Payroll Taxes 106| ? 1 ; ' ,28,769
Professional Service^® 819,805 103,034
Computer Services W B m 31,705.
Rent 27,575
Supplies 45,158' 10,099
festage and Mailing 268Î879 g l i 4,664
Printing 233,799 wB B ê

Subscriptions and Publications 3ê;703 7,033'
Mailing List Rental 27,782 14,960
Depreciation 58,742 15,257
Equipment Rental and Maintenance ^ W B k  1 8,878
Travel 131,080 28,921
Meetings andigpnts 76,875 J 58,267
Member Premiums 11,881 22,021
Belephone * 6(j,20V] 6,902.
Othe Expenses 16,928^ 17,274

Total Expenses 3,747;929> 994,952

Increase,iHNet Assets
É et Assets at Be^ ^ w I'Of Year

Net Assets at End BiB B I H

Unrestricted
Temporarily

Restricted;,,
Permanently

Restricted
UUTbfel 

FY 2000

902,416 902,416
B , 6 | j ^ 3 0 ^ .73 ,623  ,,J , 043,686

m m . 8 7 ® ii
326,082 326,082

909 \909
. .962,612 554,681 l,5flf!,293?
; y ; j f e o 11,000 50,250

. 912 Wi0,91ti
320,031 320,031

4 # | p S 7 H 8 7 8 B 4 ■ 7 4 ;-5 3 ^ ?6,*286,096
680,197 ( M 1 9 7 )

5,OH,244 1,191,317 74,535<v 6,286,096

General & T Total Temporarily Permanently Total
Admin Unrestricted Restricted Restricted FY2(pl

1 3 9 , 7 ^ | 1,976,523 J 1,976,523
3,248 45,117 .. 45,117 .
7,669 1 1 0 6 ® ,'^ iobJIsV

10,448 145,808 145,808
13/607 ¿ # 3 |,4 4 6 t^ ||6 ,446 '
2,464 115,122 115,122

B R H 189,862 w n /Ë
» , 4 9 § | | i§ |a ,752 58,752

386,174 386,174
645 ^ 1 9 ,7 0 1 319,701

1,740 46,476 1 4 6 , » .  1
0 42,742 f ' 4 | f » ; s

7,018 81,017« , 81,017
w S m  _ ’ *,69^230 69,23#k
f t , 1 6 $ / 165,170 165,170
|& $ 6 9 139,611 139,611

H m | .^¿¿9 0 6  _, |? | 3 :,906
2,198 m Ê Ê m  ^ » 3 0 5

28,409 62,611

247,349 4,990,230 0 m m 4,990;230

{^ 0 è u 1,198,317 74,535 1,295,866
411,219 rV 1,210,197 23,287 1,644,703

4 3 4 ,2 ffl| 2,408,514 97|822 2,940;569
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
J une 30 ,2 0 0 0

Unrestricted Support and Revenue

a s s e t s

Cash and jEfesh Equivale^^a 1,120,2j | |
Short-term h iv es tm e ii^^ » ^ |^  '* 14,l S
Grants Receivable 1,7B^86
AccountsJReceivable 108,636
Other Assets — Principally Prepaid M p e n s H B  159,565i
Furniture and Equipment —

net of accumulated depreciation of $209,577 ''533^937

Total Assets .

LIABILITIES

CornorafinriBß% 4 « rnm ent W M

K ntribu tions AbovJ ^ ^ y l' *. Foundations/Grants
D »  1

Membership Dues ÍÍpy45

Accounts Payable and Accrued Expens^ftsl^f;' ' 5 146,653*
Grants Payable 213r3$6j

Beferred Revenue ^ ^  501
Annuiti® Payable ' ,̂,7^250
Obligations undlj Capital Blaise y. A . . w ^ H 5 5 :

Total Liabilities 407,794

NET ASSETS

unrestricted  434,233
Temporarily Restricted 2,408,514
Permanently Restricted 97,822

TotA t^B r Assets 2,940,569;

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS " ^,348,363

Unrestricted Expenses

Fundraising 2 * '  Administration 5°i

Program Services 75%

For the year ended June 30, 2000, American Rivers achieved a surplus in 
unrestricted $23,014. TheSfunds will be added to operating
reserves. American Rivers had temporarily restricted neflaSaBfcjirf 
|$2,408,514 at June 30, which will be used for support of future activitiSM 

©American Riversfljnc. is a registered charitable corporation under 
section 501 (B) ( S ) of the Inffirnal Revenue Code. American Rivers' 
financial statements are audited by Bond BéSB ^ertified Public Accoun­
tants, of Washington, D .C R B  a complete copy of the audited financial 
statements, contact American Rive¡¡¡^¿
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In the 19th Century, we devoted our best minds to exploring nature.

In the 20th Century, we devoted ourselves to controlling and harnessing it.

In the 21st Century, we must devote ourselves to restoring it. 

— Stephen Ambrose

W r it e r : B a r b a t o  A s s o c M i l«

E d it o r  a n d  P r o je c t  C o o r d in a t o r : J il l  W a s b e r g

PRINTED ON 100%  R E C Y w B l PR& l i j I  C H L O R I ig ^ S :  PAPER WITH VEGETABLE-BASED INKS.



American Rivers

1025 Vermont Avenue, NwJSuite 720 

Washington, DC 20005 
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A b o u t  A m e r i c a ’s  m o s t  E n d a n g e r e d  r i v e r s

Every year since 1988, Am erican Rivers has released its M ost Endangered Rivers re p © |«  
issuing a strong call to action on behalf of rivers across tfib country. Although these 
rivers flow through pristine w ildernesses and through the hearts of our largest cities, 
all of them  share two things I !  com m oifiH  a major threat to their health  and a crucial 
turning point approaching in  the coming year.

Conservation groups nationw ide subm it nom ination forms for their local rivers, w hich 
the conservation staff of Am erican Rivers review using the following criteria:

■ The m agnitude and im m inence of the threat
■ The likelihood tha t major action during the coming year could either 

intensify or lessen the threat
■ The regional and naiSpnal significance of the river
■ D |^ e r s i |» f  threats to rivers nationw ide

Designating a river S i  one of the nation'% m ost endangered is a call to decision-makers 
to hear the voices of the friends of tha t river, and the M ost Endangered R iv e rsE || has a 
distinguished t r a c k ^ f t r d  tha t goe&back m any years, jjl 1998, six m onths after the lis t­
ing of M ontana's Blackfoot River as the nation 's fifth m ost endangered, the people of 
M ontana enacted a ballot in itiative blocking the construction of a cyanide heap-leach 
gold m ine tha t w ould have severely degraded the Blackfoot River. A nother proposed 
gold m ine prom pted Am erican Rivers to pu t the Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone River 
near Yellowstone N ational Park atop the m ost endangered list from 1994-1996, encour­
aging President C linton to m te rv e n g B  negotiating a resolution of the com pany^ claim  
and extending a m oratorium  on new m ining claims upstream  of the Clarlg Fork.

The Colorado River was nam ed the #1 m ost endangered river in  1991 because of 
extreme fluctuations in  w ater flow caused by the G len Canyon Dam. In 1992 JSongress 
passed the Grand Canyon Protection Act, m andating th a t the Colorado no longer be 
managed solely as a power source — and the dam is now operated by a flow regime tha t 

helps protect fish and riparian habitat.

Increasingly, Am erican Rivers is using the in ternet to m ake speaking up for rivers 
easier and more direct than  ever. C itizens who w ish to take action on behalf of this 
year's rivers can point their browsers to w w w . a m e r i c a n r i v e r s . o r g , w here they will 
find links to more in-depth inform ation, action alerts and opportunities for 
" eConservation" — participating in  im portant decisions electronically. By taking 
action, everyone can help ensure th a t future generations w ill enjoy and benefit from the 
clean water, abundant wildlife populations, and outstanding S creational opportunities 

that healthy rivers prov ide,.

This pu blica tion  m a d e p o im b le  b y  ungenerous g ift from  Barbara Cohn.

http://www.americanrivers.org
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¡ N T R O D  U C T I O N  : H  O W  E N E R G Y

I n  a n  e n e r g y  i n d u s t r y

R E L A T E D  I N C I D E N T ,  T H E  B l G

S a n d y  w a s  b u r i e d  i n  2 5 0

M I L L I O N  G A L L O N S  O F  W A T E R 9  

M U D  A N D  C O A L  W A S T E  L A S T  

Y E A R .  T h e  E P A  L A B E L E D  IT 

O N E  O F  T H E  W O R S T  E N V I R O N ­

M E N T A L  D I S A S T E R S  E V E R  TO  

O C C U R  IN  T H E  S O U T H E A S T .

W h e n  you th ink  about how energy produc­
tion and consum ption affects the environ­
m ent, do you th ink  first oP‘fir  pollution? W ith 
80H of the nation's air pollution generated by 
fossil fuel com bustion and dacily headlines ; 
about global warm ing and K in g  r a t ^ » f  respi­
ratory i l ln e S  i f f  only natural. Howevetf| you 
m ight bw urpri^ ;|d  to learn tha t the  effects of 
the nation^ insatiable energy demands | j : e ; . 
often felt first — and w bfsff— on our rivers.

Consider how traditional methodS of pro­
ducing and consum ing energy affects rivdts l l l

H y d r o p o w e r : H f t  nationife'2,400 hydro - 
electric dams cause a disproportionate am ount 
of damage to rivers/¿pen though th ip le n e ra te /  
Ihfs than lOH of the nation 's JJ^ctricity.
Dams drown im portant wildlife habitat under 
reservoirs, block m igratory fish from their 
spawning grounds, and alternately reduce 
downstream f lo S ^ o  a trickle and release 
scouring torrent!, all of w hich transform  a 
river as profoundly as clearing a forest for a

strip mall. As hydroelectric dams proliferated 
on the Colum bia and Snake Rivers in  thf%::;; 
Pacific N orthw SIB the num ber of salm on 
returning each year fell from about 16 m illion 
to only 300,000 toda)?v*

C o a l : More than half of the nation'|felectric- 
ity  ifp ti l l  generated by coal-fired power 
plants, and coal m ines scar alm ost 2.5 m illion 
acres of land across the country. West Virginia 
has perm itted  m ining operations to bury more 
than 1,000 mileStof m ountain  stream ®  The 
U.S. Gpologicall^urvey estim ates tha t acid 
draining from Coal 
m ines in  Pennsylvania 
has poisoned some 

| J ,000 m iles of stream s,®  
costing th ^ s ta te  an 
estim ated $67 m illion 
in  lo ^ E sh in g  rev en u e .,f 

Once mined, burning 
coal releases pollution 
into the atmosphere, R e b e c c a  W o d d e r
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P  R O D U C T I O N  A F F E C  * S  O  U R R É V  E R S

w hich soon finds its way into the water 
through acid rain and snow where it||d ils  or 
contam inates aquatic wildlife. More than 
1,300 stream s in  the M id-Atlantic highlands 
are chronically acidic, and coal-fired power 
plants generate two-thirds of the; sulfur diox­
ide reaching these stream s. Coal-fired power 
plants are also the largest uncontrolled source 
of mercury, a highly toxic heavy metal, w hich 
finds its way into rivers and lakes, The EPA 
estim ates tha t seven m illion Americans eat 
unsafe am ounts of m ercury-contam inated 
fish, despite public health  advisories in co m e 
40 states.

O i l : D rilling for oil also has significant 
im pacts on rivers. The infrastructure (heavy 
equipm ent, etc.) needed to drill for oil can dis­
rupt river habitat and reduce! r l ie r  flow s^S pe­

cially w hen oil is
extracted frbm 
rem ote pristine 
areas. Although oil 
burns cleaner than 
coal, just a single 
pin t can cover an 
acre of the watergSpS 
surface. M ost of the 
14,000 oil spills 
reported during the 

recovery, refining, or transportation of pJSole- 
um  each year occur in  or reach fresh water. 
Last November, a tanker spilled half a m illion 
gallons of crude oil into the M ississippi River 
in  gjpuisiana -H the largest spill since the 
Exxon Valdez. Only a fortuitousglhange in the 
w ind direction prevented a catastrophe at the 
D elta N ational Wildlife Refuge, hom e to thou ­
sands of w intering waterfowl. ■¡hfe Patuxent 
River in  M aryland was not so lucky — last 
April an oil pipeline breach'spilled 110,000 
gallons of oil and fouled ten miles of river.

n a t u r a l  G a s : Tapping natural gas and 
burning i t B  generatedelectricity can harm  
rivers in  a variety of waylgGas exploration 
and drilling can disturb habitat and often 
pum p large am ounts of wasfe w ater[oi suspect 
quality from underground, m uch of w hich is 
dumped in  rivers 
and streams. N a t­
ural gas power 
plants w ithdraw  
masslge auanl^ w  
ties of w ater from 
rivers to  run the 
steam  turhi^|s;t\and m uch of tha t waterMever 
returns to the river, prom pting opposition to 
new. power* plants on rive® in N e \f ir6r l S l  
Georgia, and California. W hat w ater 1^8 
returned®Voften heated to tem peratures^ 
unhealthy for fish and wildlife.

T H E p A T I O N ’S  I N S A T I A B L E  

E N E R G Y  D E M A N D S  A R E  O F T

F E L T  F I R S T  ----  A N D  W O R S T  ■

O N  O U R  R I V E R S .

E N

N u c l e a r  E n e r g y : Like natural gas plants, 
nuclear plants w ithdraw  w ater for their cool­
ing towers, or re tu rn  it to the river as "ther­
m al pollution"Wln the Columbia, Colorado, 
and Ohio Rivers, radioactive contam ination 
leaches into rivers from m ines or processing 
facilities.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n : Pipelines transporting 
natural gas and oil cross thousands of rivers 
across the country, di^Bpting river corridors 
and disrupting habitat. And once electricity is 
generated from fny  of th S e  pow ||it|ources, it 
m ust be transported to hobbles and businesses/ 
on pow e|M fty* Power lines and 
¡¡jiei’p rights-of-wa®  also 
Ifransect m any r iv ll  cor- 
ridorljcausing  sim ilar 
d isruptionSH addL  - 
tion, transform ers 
used in  the transport 
of electricity u su a lly ^  
contain PCBiS Spills of 
these toxic chemicals have

I n t r o d u c t i o n  +  5
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had a fundam ental im pact on hundreds of 
rivers and stream | g88

Several of this year's m ost endangered rivers 
have landed on the list/as a consequend||of our 
nation's production of energy. Read in  this 
report about the following r i | |8 B |

■ The Canning Riyer in  Alaska, w hich is 
threatened by oil and gas exploration.

■ The E e lB ife r in  California, w hich is being 
dewatered by a two-dam hydropower project.

■ The H udsoiBBver in  New  York, w hich is ::• 
polluted by PCBs m anufactured for u i  in 
electrical transformers.

• :( |^ ||^ fb w d e r River in  Wyoming, w hich J||jg 
threatened by thousan^ a f proposed natural 

‘ gas well|® $
■ The Big Sandy River betw een K entucky and 

West Virginia, w hich last year was sm othered 
under countless tohsiof coal kludge.

■ Paine Run in Virginia's Shenandoah N ational 
Park, w hich ipfelowly succum bing to acid 
rain.

Energy is back at the top of the national 
agenda following a spike in  the price of na tu r­
al gas and e lec tric it ||in  life  2000. Th^fflsoar- 
ing prices exposed the flaws in  California's 
ill-con& ived u tility  deregulation/scheme, ; 
w hich  is driving utilities tow arcH insolvency^ 
and causing rolling blackouts across thefttate. 
These stories heightened anxiety over high 
hom e heating bills during a cold w inter in  ’■ 
m any parts of the country.

U tilitieigand regulators are responding w ith  
a host of stopgap measures to address the s itu ­
ation tha t w ill affect B v « |u p  and down the 
West Coast. Despite m onths of drought, 
regional hydroelectric dams are working over­
tim e, drawing down w ater levels needed to 
support faltering salm on runs later this' year. 
California regulators w ill allow m any of the 

§|tate(s power plants to run longer and pollute 
more in  order to m eet demand for electricity 
this summer. In Washington, the Bush A dm in­
istration and Congressional leaders have 
unveiled a^yariety of proposals straight out of 
the 19th century to "drill, dam, dig, and burn" 
the nation out of its current crunch.
'^Energy nas become the cornerstone of mod- 
eririsociety, and virtually all forms of energy 
production and consum ption have at least 
some consequence for the ^

C~~CAUTION
contains

*
PCBs

environment. But the 
real problem is not 
tha t we don |8 |  
have enough 
energy — but 
rather that we 
don't energy 
wisely and don't 
account for its costs 
to the environm ent and 
hum an health. Jm addition, we have failed to 
Invest enough in  the development of new 
qrfergy technologies tha t could result in a 
transform ation as radical as that from type-

\

jpeiycbtormatsd Biphenyls)
A to*« environmental contaminant requiring 

homing and disposal tn accordance witti 
U S gftVHonmenra! Protection Ages'ey Regulations 

4 Q  CFR ?<>1—for Disposal Information conract 
the newest U S E P A  Office

in rose of ocadenr or spill, call foil free fhe U 5 
Coos! 61. ora Notional Response Cenfet 

600 424-6602

Also T...,............. ................—' fef N© ̂ ______________
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writers to c o m p u te s  or rotary phones to cell 
phonesflpy putting off investm ents and incen­
tives for energy efficiency and emerging gener­
ation technologies, thé nation finds itself w ith  
a supply of energy tha t is le ss ||e liab lg  more 
expensive, and more harm ful to the environ­
m ent and the public health  than it needs to big

We should view the recent energy crunch 
as a wake up calk to help us out of our harm ­
ful habits . In c e n tiv e  for energy conservation 
and efficiency as well as investm ent^ in 
emerging generation technologies should be 
made a top priority. In the m eantim e, there 
are steps tha t all of us can take at hom e to 
save energy, save money, and help save our 
rivers for future generations to enjoy.

I invite you to joi8f us at w w w .a m e r i c a n  

r i v e r s .o r g , where you can find a growing 
com m unity of people working to protect, 
restore, and enjoy rivers all a c ro S th e  country. 
Thl|evyou w ill also find more inform ation on 
how you can conserve energy at hom e and 
speak up for your local river, to decision­
makers in your com m unity and in Washing­
ton, D.C.

A s  we go to  press, experts are predicting that a severe drought in the 

Northw est and California’s failed energy deregulation scheme will result 

in deadly conditions for salmon in the Snake and Columbia Rivers and 

up to  95% of the wild salmon making their way out to  sea may not sur­

vive. The federal Columbia and Snake River hydropower dams are run­

ning their turbines overtime and drawing down already-low water levels 

even further, which will result in slow moving, warm water in the rivers 

just when the young fish need a steady cool current to  help flush them 

out to  sea.

The Snake River, the nation’s #1 most endangered river last year, does 

not appear on this year’s list because the major decision pending over 

the past two years has been made —  the Clinton Administration 

released the recovery plan for Columbia Basin salmon in December of 

2000.The plan spells out measures to  improve habitat and river condi­

tions while leaving four large dams on the Lower Snake River in place. 

However, those dams could be removed as early as 2006 if the new plan 

is not implemented properly or if it fails to  achieve salmon recovery. 

This year’s poor river conditions underscore the urgency for immediate 

and full implementation of several crucial components of that plan, 

including:

■  Restoring salmon spawning and rearing habitats;

■  Improving water quality, quantity, and flow;

■  Better managing hatcheries and harvest; and

■  Operating the dams on the Snake and Columbia rivers to improve 

salmon survival.

Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber 

has called for an additional $700 S

million in federal appropriations for 

the coming fiscal year; and estimates 

of future spending needs to imple^ '

ment the plan approach $1 billion a rn 

year. As President Bush negotiates 

his Administration’s first budget Bi M  

with Congress, aggressive imple­

mentation of the recovery plan will

be necessary to  make good on his often-repeated campaign pledge to 

recover salmon with the dams in place. Absent a sustained commitment 

to improving river conditions, removing the Snake River dams will quick­

ly become the only scientifically and legally defensible choice if we are to  

prevent the extinction of wild Snake River salmon.

http://www.american
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C h an g es in  the earth 's clim ate from global 
warming, caused m ainly by burning fossil 
fuels to generate electricity and power auto­
mobiles, are projected to have far-ranging 
im pacts on rivers and freshwater fisheries 
across the U nited States and worldwide.

The Earth's average tem perature is up by 
one degree since I860, and will increase any­
where from 2.5 to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit 
from 1990 to 2100, the U .N .'s Intergovern­
m ental Panel on C lim ate Change projected in 
early 2001.

According to a May 1999 report by the U.S. 
Environm ental Protection Agency, higher 
stream  tem peratures w ould translate in to  the 
loss of 50% to 100% of coldwater fish such as 
trout, salmon, and bass in  N ortheastern 
streams, and up to 50% of such fish in  the 
West, over the next century.

Freshwater ecosystems are extraordinarily 
complex, and global w arm ing im pacts on 
rivers in the U nited States are expected to 
vary widely from region to region.

Extended droughts in some areas w ill tax 
freshwater resources beyond capacity, predict 
scientists assembled by the U nited Nations. 
Those resources are already stretched th in  on 
m any rivers like the Catawba and Sno- 
qualmie.

Less w ater in  the Great Lakes is expected 
as evaporation increases. Lake M ichigan and 
Huron w ater levels were already down 19 

inches in May 2000 
from their 80-year 
average, the D etroit 
News reported. By 
2050, the N ational 
Oceanic A tm ospheric 
A dm inistration pre­
dicts tha t global w arm ­
ing could drop Lake 
M ichigan by another 
two feet. T hat in  tu rn  

11 T- W -  could dram atically
affect flows in the

basin's groundwater-fed trou t streams.
More dram atic precipitation elsewhere 

would cause erosion and floods, sending more

sedim ent downstream, clouding w ater and 
harm ing plant and anim al life, states an O cto­
ber 2000 report by the N ational Oceanic and 
A tm ospheric Adm inistration.

Alpine stream s in  the northern  Rockies 
face glacial loss and rushed snowmelt, says a 
September 2000 report sponsored by the U.S. 
Interior D epartm ent. Alaskan rivers, where 
perm afrost has already begun to thaw, are 
especially at risk of losing native plants and 
animals.

W ith sea levels rising, salt w ater w ill 
intrude on m ore coastal aquifers, such as 
those tha t supply central California and 
southern Florida, and island aquifers like 
those tha t supply Long Island and Hawaii.

River environm ents where m any of us 
spend tim e may become less hospitable 
because of mosquito-borne tropical diseases, 
such as malaria, dengue fever, W est Nile 
virus, and encephalitis, spreading northwards 
(as recent headlines attest). A study by 
NASA's Goddard Space Flight C enter and the 
W alter Reed Army Institu te  of Research pre­
dicts epidemics among hum ans and animals.

Our rapid releases of carbon dioxide could 
even quadruple the pre-industrial level. Solu­
tions lie in using energy wisely, converting to 
low-to-zero emissions sources, and protecting 
forests tha t absorb greenhouse gases.

Hydropower may seem like a tem pting 
alternative since it  doesn't directly em it 
greenhouse gases. But according to  the World 
Com m ission on Dams, the reservoirs created 
by dams often trap and concentrate decaying 
organic m atter, w hich can release large 
am ounts of m ethane and carbon dioxide. And 
they can easily cause far too m uch environ­
m ental damage for too little  energy benefits.

Threats to rivers from global clim ate 
change provide yet another powerful reason 
for acting now  to improve our nation's energy 
policies. The U.S. should begin by joining 
other nations in  im plem enting the 1997 Kyoto 
treaty. Global w arm ing is not a d istant w arn­
ing: it is already having a visible influence on 
our A m erican waters.



W a n t e d : A  r i v e r  -  f r i  e n d l y
E N E R 6 Y  P O L H C  Y

T h e  threats to sedérai of this year's M oigH  
Endangered Rivers underscore the need for 
America to develop a new energy p o li« ' for 
the 21 si century. Therefp already considerable 
consensus w ith in  thè  environm ental com m u­
nity  on w hat to do. Energy efficiency and 
emerging technologic®Hould be the corner­
stones, expanding our energy" supplies w ith  
environm entally preferable soure§s4jsuch as "" 
fuél cells', wind, and solar power.
■ f i r s t ,  consumef|~and businesses m ust be ’ 
told the true im pacts of generating erfergy and 
the benefits of conservation and efficiency.
The Pacific N orthw est h a s f tm e  of the lowest 
electric bills in  the nation, partly because they 
don't reflect the expense of the salm on 
restoration effort. The nation as a whole picks, 
up these costs each April at tax tim e. Specify­
ing energy-efficient lighting and clim ate con­
trols can save a business thousands of dollars 
a m onth, bu t building codes and low-bid con­
tracting don't encourage it, and should the 
company decide to sell, current appraisals 
may not reflect tha t investm ent.

An employee of Seattle C ity Light once 
said, "There's no cheaper, cleaneSpower than 
power you don't have to produce^' In the 
wake of California's rolling blackouts, the 
governor has asked businesses and consumers 
to cut the state's energy demands by 10% ',. 
through such painless and common-sense 
steps as tu rn in g ^ «  lights, televisions, and 
o ther appliances w hen they are no t needed. 
According to the Rocky M ountain Institute, 
the U nited States has gotten more than  four 
tim es as m uch new energy from su A  sayings 
as from all net expansions of dom estic energy 
supplies lin e e  the Arab oil embargo of 1973.

Rapid gains are still plis ib le  w hen energy 
efficiency is pursued on an institu tional scale. 
The Am erican Council for an Energy Efficient 
Economy estim ates tha t the nation by 2010 
could save up to 60,000 m egawatts in capacity 

E -  tw ice the energy consum ption of California 
E -  if u tility  companies and regulators adopted 
programs to improve air conditioning and

W h e r e  O u r  E n e r g y  C o m e s  F r o m

lighting in  hom es and b u s iS sw s . And two 
autom akers have made major breakthroughs 
in  recent years, introducing long-awaited 
hybrid g a s-e le c tr l^ ^ w w h ic h  get up to 70 
m iles per gallon.

A lthough the federal governm ent showers 
far more investm ent and subsidies on tradi- 
B onal power sources than on renewables, the 
cost of electricity from htility-scale wind 
systems has dropped, by more than 8 0 *  over 
the last 20 years and w ill become even more 
com petitive over tim e. American Wind 
Energy Association estim ates tha t expanded 
federal research and tax cRdit$ could help 
boost output of S ectric ity  from w ind by 2010 
to 30,000 m egawatts — th « a m e  as Califor­
nia's, consum ption.

A m e r i c a  in  2 0 0 1
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E n e r g y  f o r  A m I r Kc a  c o n t i n u e d
■ . .............  . • _____ _________

C o m p a c t  f l o u r e s c e n t

B U L B S  A R E  F O U R  T I M E S  M O R E  

E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N T  T H A N  

I N C A N D E S C E N T  B U L B S .  O N E  

2 3 W  C O M P A C T  F L O U R E S C E N T  

L I G H T  B U L B  C A N  L A S T  U P  TO  

S I X  T O  E I G H T  Y E A R S .

W h a t  Y o u  C a n  D o  T o  
C o n s e r v e  E n e r g y

■ g g irg y  efficiency means getting the m ost from 
every energy un it by using bettKfltechnologies 
to provide daily needs. By taking simple stepsB 
each household can m ake a significant differ-^ 
ence and do its part for a healthy environment;?;

■  U s e  e n  e  r  g  y  - e f f i c i e n t  c o m p a c t

F L U O R E S C E N T  LIGHT B U L B s BB^ t alLing
these longdifeM ool-operating bulbs in  25f l  of 
your m ost-used fixtures w ill save about 50% ' : 
of your lighting bill (and cost less over the 
long run for bulb replacement).

H H jC h e c k  t h e  i n s u l a t i o n  ;in your attic, 
ceilings, exterior, and b a ilm en t walls, floors, 
and crawl spaces*.; Save 10% or more on heat­
ing and air conditioning by caulking or weath- 

H O W  E N E R G Y  er-|^|tpping all seams and openings to
IS  U S E D  I N  T H E  H O  M E  the outside. D irty  s p o il  in

insulation help show
H e a t i n g  a n d  c o o l i n g : 4 4 %  H  • i  i  • jwhere air leaks mj and 

out. v

■  M a i n t a i n

H E AT I NQ  AND 
COOLING

s y s t e m s . Clean 
furnace filters 

once a m onth. 
Ensure vents are clean

l i g h t i n g ,  c o o k i n g ,  and unblocked by furni-
O T H E R  a p p l i a n c e s : 3 3 %

ture or drapes (or closed if 
not needed). Pay for "room  tempera-

turfelBnly w hen people are at hom e and 
awake; get an auto-B la c k  therm ostat to 
help. Ask for an ana ljp sio f how quickly new 
equipm ent would pay for itself.

■  c h e c k  y o u r  w i n d o w s . W in d o ^  can 
¿ccount for 10-M %  of your heating and cool­
ing bill. In cooler climate^,; storm  windows 
can reduce your heat logs by 2M50%. In w arm  
climates, light-colored window shades reflect 
heat a y ? «  from the house, In the w inter, keep 
d rapw qs and shades on south-facing windows 
open during the day to let in  warm ing sun­
light, and closed at 
night to reduce chill 
from windows;  ̂
reverse tha t in  th lE i 
summer.

■  P l a n t  a  t r e e  

Hn ' t h e  r i g h t  
p l a c e . Strategically- 
placed treesf shrub sjjjj 
or vines can act as 
w ind blocks or deliver 
shade, saving up to 
R ' '  of energy used 
for heating and cool- 
in g ffl^ id u o tis  trp d lB  
block the sun in  the 
summer, bu t let in its 
heat in  the winter.
Plant evergreens to 
tiff north  and w est to 
deflect w inter winds; 
to the south and West 
to defle6» u m m e r  1 * 
winds.

■  I n v e s t i g a t e  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  p r e f e r a b l e  
s o u r c e s  o f  e n e r g y , for your hom e or 
from Spur utility. Solar collectors focus and 
concentrate sunlight to heat steam  and hot 
water, or use panels of semi-conductors to 
tu rn  it into electricity. G eotherm al heat 
pum ps circulate fluids underground to pick up 
w arm th in  the earth; they already power the 
home;s of nearly 4 m illion people worldwide.

S a v i n g  w i t h  E n e r g y  S t a r : 

B u y i n g  a n  E n e r g y  S t a r  a p p l i ­

a n c e  I N S T E A D  O F  S T A N D A R D  

E Q U I P M E N T  C O U L D  P R E V E N T  T H E  

R E L E A S E  O F  7 0 , 0 0 0  P O U N D S  O F  

C A R B O N  D I O X I D E  O V E R  T H E  L I F E ­

T I M E  O F  T H E  P R O D U C T S .  A n

E n e r g y  S t a r  e q u i p p e d  h o u s e ­

h o l d  C A N  A L S O  C U T  T H E  

R E L E A S E  O F  N I T R O G E N  O X I D E S ,  

T H E  P R I M A R Y  C O N T R I B U T O R S  O F - 

S M O G  A N D  A C I D  R A I N .  E N E R G Y

S t a r  p r o d u c t s  a l s o  r e d u c e  

E N E R G Y  B I L L S  B Y  U P  T O  4 0 %  .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n , c a l l  

1-888-STAR-YES O R  L O G  O N  AT  

W W W . E P A . G O V / E N E R G Y S T A R . H T M L .
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M o r e  and more communities are capitalizing on the financial 

and environmental benefits of energy efficiency.The Rocky 

Mountain Institute has documented many such efforts that have 

paid off handsomely, including these:

The municipal utility of O s a g e , I o w a  started a program in 

1974 to  use simple tools like caulk guns, duct tape, insulation, light 

bulbs and education to  reduce

their customers' energy consump- ' i i i l l l l

tion, saving the local economy $ I : ^  ;

million a yean “. 1 .

Energy efficiency programs saved

EL.L.ENSBUR6,  WA SH I NG T ON

$6.84 million since 1989 —  money 

which supported 18 city jobs a 

year between 1990 and 1999.

S a n  J o s e , C a l i f o r n i a  pre- ;

diets that over a 10-year period its /  v  . |

sustainable energy programs will support a $33 million increase in 

wages and salaries countywide, and a net employment gain of 

1,753 job years.

P e n n s y l v a n i a  allowed consumers to  choose environmentally 

preferable energy sources when it deregulated its utilities; by this 

spring, as many as 115,000 of the region’s two million households 

will have switched.

C o M M U j n Y  S u c c e s s  s t o r i e s
Wind-generated electricity, after technological 
breakthroughs|in|i:he past 30 years, is increas­
ingly cost-com petitive w ith  coal-based elec­
tricity: ill is available both in tiny hom e units 
and on large scale through H p tie s '-p w in d  
projects exist or are planned in  28 s ta te s jli

■  A s k  y o u r  u t i l i t y  c o m p a n y  i f  i t

O F F E R S  F R E E  E NE RGY AU DI TS.

W h a t  t h G o v e r n m e n t  
C a n  D o  T o  S a v e  E n e r g y  
A N D  R E D U C E  P O L L U T I O N  

Eight steps Congress, federal]H ite, and local 
governm ents can take to encourage energy 
efficiency and reduce pollution from generat­
ing energy:

■ Update building codes and governm ent bid­
ding profldures to encourage energy-effi­
cient design of new facilities and ensure 
tha t energy-efficient heating, cooling, and 
lighting systems are installed w m ® existing  
ones are replaced;-

■ Require u tility  companies to purchase an 
increasing percentage of their electricity 
from renewable energy Sources such as , 
wind, solar, and geotherm al power, and to 
inform  their custom ers about how their 
energy is genera ted®

■ Give consumers the right to purchase power 
from providers tha t generate ¡Hectricity 
through renewable so u rces®

■ Require government o ffi(S  to purchase 
power from clean and renewable energy 
source^,-; ̂

■ Elim inate existing tax breaks and loopholes 
for coal and other fossil fuelsSsuch as a 
"grandfather clause" tha t exem ptslilder 
coal-fired power plan®  from ¡¡pme of the 
requirem ents of the Clean Air A c lS i

■ hgirease governm ent support for r¡Search 
and development of clean and renewable 
'forms of energy, reduce governm ent
. research and development for fossil fuel 
technologies^»

Support strong in ternational agreements 
such as the.il 997 Kyoto accord w hich would 
com m it developed countries to take the lead 
in  reducing fossil fuel emissions tha t cause 
global warming.

I Offer tax credits to consumers who pur­
chase highly efficient hybrid gas-electric,, 

Vehicles and require governm ent agencies to 
begin purchasing such vehfegs for their
I B I ®
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M I S  S  O U R I R  I V i  R
T hr e a I  D am  O p e ra t io n s

S u m m a r y

S everal species of M issouri River fish and 
wildlife f a g  extinction b ecaS e  the operation 
of. six.federal dams prevents the natural rise 
and fall of w ater levels to facilitate just a 
trickle of barges downstream  from Sioux City, 
Iowa. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers w ill 
take public com m ents starting this sum m er 
on options, including one rfCommended bySl 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, for operat­
ing these dams to create more hospitable river 
conditions for the endangered pallid sturgeon, 
the endangered interior least tern, and the 
threatened piping plover. These changes 
would also bo^R recreation  and tourism  along 
the Missouri, providing trem endous economic 
benefits for riverfront com m unities.

T h e  R i v e r

The nation's longrf4;t river, the "Big Muddy'pm 
m akes its 2,500-mile journp^ lrom  w estern 
M ontana to the M ississippi River just north  of 
St. Louis. W hen M eriwether Lewis and 
W illiam Clark explored the M issouri in  1804,1.  ̂
they found a dynamic river of m eandering 

HI channels^thou- 
| |  sands of islands 
B  and sandbars, and• <• ■ j / /  *
|  a rich floodplain of 
H wetlands, grasses.« 
H  and forestigThe 
(H river and its banks 

teem ed w ith  fish 
and wildlife, and the explorers recorded scores 
of species new to science.

The seasonal rise and fall of w ater levels 
defined life along the river. Each spring, thej^f 
snow m elted and the waters rose, rearranging 
the river& islands and sandbars, and cuing the 
pallid sturgeon and other fish to; begin spawn­
ing. In the summer, the waters receded, expos­
ing the sandbars where birds like the interior 
least tern  and the piping plover made their 
nests. These low flows were als© ’critical for 
young sturgeon and other fish, w hich depend 
on easy access to shallow, slower-flowing 
areas where they can feed and avoid predators.

T h e  R i s k

T odaS  Lewis and Clark would not recognize 
the M issouri River and m any of the speciesf \ 
tha t filled their journal pages; may $soon disap­
pear forever, ,

Dams and channels bu ilt td fB B td te  barge 
tra f f ic 'S fr  the last 70 years have dram atically 
altered therfiger. Below Sioux City, Iowa, the 
river has been translftftned into a deepea H  
fas® , and m o l  stable barge canal. The river 
ff| two-thirds narrower andjglji m ileBshorter 
than it once w a lian d  the braided channels;, 
islands, and sandbars are largely gone. As a 
result, dozens of native; M issouri Rawer species 
are in trouble.

Currently, the^Corps operatff six M issouri 
¡liv e r dams in  M ontana and the Dakotas to 
providjlbeady flow alm ost year-round for just 
^  handful o | barges, on the lower river.jM ese 
dam operations prevent w ater levels from r |g g  
ing naturally each spring and creating sandbar 
habitat or cuing the spawning of fisflU n n a tu - 
rally high sum m er flow^ do not expose sand­
bars for jBsting or provide suitable 
shallow-water habitat for fish.

T h e ^ fc v e r conditions have proved particu­
larly difficult for the pallid sturgeon, a  coM h 
tem porary of the dinosaurs buJliow  close to 
extinction. Since 1990, scientists have record­
ed only two instances of natural reproduction 
by pallid sturgeon h1 the M issouri River, jpior 
to dam construction, young sturgeon had 
roughly 100 acf|p$ of shallow-water habitat for 
each river m ile during the sum m er m onths. 
T odafion ly  about one acre is available in each 
river mile.
H re rn s  and plovers are in  tro u b l^ to o . 
C urrent dam operations result in insufficient

T h e  G a v i n s  P o i n t  D a m

( L E F T )  I S  O N E  O F  S I X  

F E D E R A L  D A M S  O N  T H E

M i s s o u r i  t h a t  t h r e a t e n s

T H E  E X I S T E N C E  O F  T H E  

P I P I N G  P L O V E R  ( F A R  L E F T ) ; -  

T H E  I N T E R I O R  L E A S T  T E R N  

A N D  T H E  P A L L I D  S T U R G E O N .



MI  S S O U R  I R I V E:R c o n  ■  n u e  o

sandbar habitat for the birds to n esj^ jid  rear 
their chicks. The Corps has failed to m eet

§ ta b lis n e d  reproducti® ^oals for t h i  
birds for eight of the S S  10 
^V?y5ears.

The river has n e v e 9 |
. lived up to expectations 

as a com m ercial water-/ 
way, bu t current dam 

m anagem ent favors navi- 
m  ga-tfon oMer all o th S  uses 

of the riygr. Algording S  the 
> .ffi|partm ent of Agriculture 

R R jk&jRra^ and the Corp§| M issouri River barges carry
only O.SMot all the 'gram harvested each year 
in Nebraska, R w a, Kansas,, and Mi|s?ouri and 
produ<§6 only $6.9 m illion in  annual economicS 
benefits for the basin./The Corps estim ates 
that on average the#3 ;f channelized m iles of 
the lower M issouri River hold only one barge 
tow per day, particularly during the little-used 

¡»sum m er m onths.
¡H p  the operation of ms damlg the Corps 
gives littlHcibnsideratiSn to boating, fishing, 
hunting, camping, hiking, bird watching, and 
othelfflrm s of recreation tha t attragi m illions 
of vS itcH Eo the M issouri and itstovffside 
com m unities each year, generating nearly $90 
m illion K  economic acpvity.

T h e  e n d a n g e r e d  p a l l i d

S T U R G E O N  ( A B O V ^ A N D  

E N D A N G E R E D  I N T E R I O R  L E A S T  

T E R N  ( B E L O W ) .

W h a t  C a n  b e  D o n e  
Hi N q lem b er\Ì000, the Ù.S^Bsh and W ildlife! 
Servi^S eleasèd i® Ffnal Biological Opinion 
on the qm ration  of the M i^fhuri Ri« g |l  main-

i t e m  dams, determ ining tha t the interior least 
tern, piping plover, and pallid sturgeon are 
threatened by dam operatio l f l tha t have elim i­
nated the river's natural flow patterns. The 
biological opinion concludes w ith  a "jeop­
ardy" finding, m eaning the least tern, piping 
plover, and pallid sturgeon afe lil<ply to go 
extinct along the M issouri R iver w ithout 
change in  the way the Corps, pperatei the 
dam igli
$5in the Biological Opinion, the wildlife ser- 

B i e  proposes several "reasonable and prudent 
alternatives" intended to assist the recovery of 
th o sd ^ ^ ^B fa  Thesàjsteps include increasing 

R ow s from Gavins Point Dam  in South D ako­
ta and FogHgici: Dam in M ontana in  the 
spring w h ®  w ater conditions perm it, and 
reducing Gavins Point Dam  flows each sum ­
m er to m im ic the natural rise and fall of w ater 
levels,/ O ther steps include restoration of 
floodplain habitat, adaptive m anagem ent of 
the rivér, system, and intensive m onitoring of 
the threatened and endangered species.
| K s  summer, the Corps w ill release a new 
a lte rn a ti«  for the M issouri River M aster 
Water Control M anual ®M aster M anual"), the 
guidebook used by the federal river manager 
to set dam operations. In the revised m a n u a l,^  
the Corps should adopt the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service's recom m endations for spring 
and sum m er flows below key M issouri River 
dams.

By changing how it operates r | |  dams, the 
gtorps would&flHt only end practices tha t jeop­
ardize the survival of several river species^it 
would a lS  stim ulate the economies of towns 
along the « e r .  In the. D akotas and M ontana, 
m arinas and other businesses w ould benefit 
from h igh e iw ater levels R e s e rv o ir s  during 
'f i e  summer. In thè? lower l |^ l |i^  reduced sum-, 
m er,ilows w ould m ean slow flH pallow er 
w ater and exposed sandbàrs,* attrae ting 
increased num bers of angle-rS, canoeists,■  
campers, and b o a te r® |
«. Studies indicate tha t revised dam opera­

t i o n  w ould not prevéììt traditioM l uses of the 
S lp r  and its" floodplain. Increasing spring 
relellps would not flood low-lying farmland, 
according to C o rp w tu d iM  Barge navigation 
w ould continue during the spring and fallali

1 4  ♦  A m e r i c a ’ s  i v i o s t  E n d a n g e r e d  R i v e r s  o f  2  0 0 1



w hen more than 8 0 ^ B f  farm-related cargo is 
shipped on the M issouri. t)am  reforms’"on the 
M issouri would send more w ater downstream  
to the M ississippi River when barge traffic on 
tha t river is heaviest?,^

The Corps will hold workshops and hear­
ings throughout the M issouri River basin for 
six m onths following release of the proposed 
dam reform plan. The public should urge the 
Corps to adopt the recom m endations of the.?*' 
Fish and Wildlife Service. This w ill prevent 
extinction of M issouri River species, support 
traditional u s R o f  the river, and provide sub­
stantial recreation and tourism  dollars for 
riverside com m unities. As the nation 
approaches the bicentennial of Lewis and 
Clark's voyage^ reforming dam operations pro­
vides a rare o p p o r tu n ity ^  help iffstore the 
M issouri River.

P e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s  
c h a d  s m i t h , American Rivers, 402-477- 
7910. csmith@amrivers .org

m a r k  A l b e r s , American River^ 406-454- 
2076, malbers@amri ver s. org
j o n a t h a ^ b r y , SierrlLClub -  Dacotah 
Chapter, 701-223-6179, ionathan.brv@sierra- 
club.org

J i m  h e i s i n g e r , Silfjia Club -R iv ing  Riyefr 
Group, 60fe624-3170, heising@usd.edu

N e b r a s k a : D u a n e  h o v o r k a , Nebraska 
Wildlife Federation, 402-994-200[SB 
dh43048@navix.net

T h e  A r m y  C o r p s  o f  

E n g i n e e r s  m u s t  c h a n g e

T H E  W A Y  IT O P E R A T E S  I T S

P a u l  z  e  p  h  , Audubon IowaJB 
515||27-4271f, pzeph@audubon.org
b i l l  Gr i f f i t h ;; ;||ferra ClubH Kansas Chap­
ter, 913-77g8960, bgriff@lvnworth.com

d e n n y  B a l l a r d , Conservation Federation 
of Missouri, 573-634-2322, mofed@sockets.net

D A M S  T O  R E S T O R E  T H E

M i s s o u r i  R i v e r .

F o r  l i n k s  t o  m o r e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  t a k e  

a c t i o n :

w w w . a m e r i c a n r i v e r s . o r g  

/ m o s t e n d a N G E R E D  
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T h e  C a n n i n g  R i v e r  c o u l d

S U F F E R  F R O M  O IL  A N D  C H E M I ­

C A L  S P I L L S  IF D R I L L I N G  IN THI

A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  

R e f u g e  i s  p u r s u e d . R i v e r s

A R E  A C R I T I C A L  P A R T  O F  T H E  

R E F U G E  A N D  T H E  C A N N I N G  IS  

T H E  M O S T  V U L N E R A B L E .

I n d i g e n o u s  a n i m a l s  l i k e  t H i

P O L A R  B E A R  A N D  A R C T I C  

G R A Y L I N G  W O U L D  S U F F E R .

A r c t e | |  N w n a l  W iE K i S  R e;fM ; e , A l a s k a

C a n n i n g  R i v e r
T h r e a t : O iS a n d  g a ^ m r e o r a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t

S u m m a r y
H igh energy prices have renewed the oil 
industry's determ ination to extend its reach 
from Alaska's Prudhoe Bay oil fields, acros^ B  
the Canning R iv ^ m n d  into the A rc t^ B  
N ational W ildlifSRéfuge to drill for crude oil 
and gas. In addition to the high risk of acgS fl 
dents and s p il l ||th e  Canning would likely be 
pumped and m ined for the raw materials, 
needed to assim ilate the w ildest place left in 
America into a sprawling hetw ork S  drilling 
rigs and p ipelinéS T he refugeB  protected by 
law, and CóngresHshould resist pressure from 
the A dm inistration and reject any bifS in tro1 
duced tha t allow this destruction for an esti­
ma ted|§ix m onths w orth of oil.

T h e  R i v e r
As the w estern boundary of the Arctic, 
N ational Wildlife Refug^Jthe Canning River 
valley and della form  a "line in  the tundraSB  

S epara ting  th l lm ly  protected portion of Alas- 
kaB N orth  Slope from an industrial complex 
the" size of Rhodéjgsland. The Canning !tsjthe¿ "• 
largest of the refuge's 24 rivers, and w ater Is 
preciou.s in thisí;a'rea> w hich receivejf less than 

¿ six ih ihS .:pf precipitation an n u a lly ®
Alm ost unim aginably pristine and undevel­

oped compared to rivers in  the  lower 48 sta tes^  
the Canning River bursts from beneath th e^e*  
and sn o ^  páchfspring, drawing caribou m oth­
ers and their newborn calves^polar bears, 
m usk oxen,!pid over a hundred species of 

||p ef|ies  of birds w hich have m i grated* fronfl a»  
far away4|s  Florida. The Canning River is a 

» p rice  in  a lifetim e"}destinatibn for those 
(¡Seeking a true Wilderness experience where 
they will not encounter trash, buildings' or 
polluted& ater.

T h e  R i s k
H R  oil industry has long had it§:eye on the 

coastal plain of A rll l i  Nati<|KH. Wildlife 
» R efu g ^  w hich the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser­

vice calls the "biological heart of the refuge.™  
Claim s tha t the Arctic refuge is a snow-cov­
ered Saudi Arabia are not backed up by1 the 
estim ates of im partial governm ent scientists. 
In 1998, the U.S. Geological Surveÿ&estimated 

S h a t  the likely scenario i | |th a t  the refuge con­
tains just a m onth  supply of oil.

A lthough the oil industry touts improved 
technology tha t would allow it to get tha t oil 
w ith  m inim al disturbance, it has divulged few 
details of how âüch deypîopment would pro­
ceed. It w ould probably take a decade before 
the first barrel was delivered, and the D epart­
m ent of the In terior estim ates the industry 
Ifpuld construct !fs m uch as 280 miles of 
roads, hundreds of m iles of pipelines, 11 
production , 
facilities,, two 
ports, and 
housing and 

S erv ices  for 
thousands of 
people. The b<
Canning
w ould be at risk of oil and chemical spills.
The river and nearby lake w ater w ould be 

Isiphoned off for drinking water, the .construc- 
|f iq n  of ice roads and drill sites, and used in 

in d u ^ rià j processes. As m uch as 50 m illion 
cubic yards of gravel could be èJlavated  from 
thé refugeg floodplains.

Since calving caribou and m any other 
wildlife species avoid industrial facilities, 
sprawling oil developm ent w ould'pffictively 
disturb a m uch larger portion of the coastal 

fjplain than th  A  footprint" of the direèfr devel­
opm ent. O ther spedrê4|||uch as polar bears H  
could be disturbed by industrial n o »  from 
their m aterniM  dens in  snow banks along the 
Canning, or attracted to food supplies and 
garbage and;shot if they became a^n u isan ce .0

W h a t  C a S B e  D o n e  
Opening the Arctic N ational Egildlife Refuge 
for developm ent w ill not affect the price that 
consumers pay for oil, gasolinB or natural gas

PjrffPPÉi ISgillliili i
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O i l  d r i l l i n g  i n  t h é

— the depepts are too small, it would take 
too long to get, and the wilderness is too 
uniquely valuable to contem plate this^step. A 
better solution is to invest in  additional 
pipeline infrastructure along existing right-of- 
ways to deliver natural gas from the existing 
Prudhoe Bayfipl field, w hich is already oppnf* 
for development.

Effortffiodink exaggerated estim ates of oil 
and gas in  the Arctic N ational Wildlife Refuge 
to high u tility  bills are particularly disingenu­
ous — two-thirds of our oil consum ption is for 
transportation. The nation could save more oil 
than the projected output from the refuge 
improving the average efficiency of cars offits 

roads. C ongreS  should hike 
4 I average efficiency require-

m r m l
%  vv l

m ents for autom obile 
m anufacturers and offer 
tax credits for the n u ^ y  

R h ase  oM bybrid" gas-* 
electric vehicles tha t get 

up t‘4i70 m ile ||p e r gallon. 
By ensuring tha t their 

v e h ic ll l  are properly main- 
ta inedS pnsum ers can save m oney and the 
Canning River at the same tim e. Purchasing 
high quality tirM  keeping them  properly 
inflated, and regular tune-ups all improve g a S -  
mileage and pay for them selves R veral t i m e S  
over the lifeglf an automobile.

Concerned citizens can w rite their repre­
sentatives and the W hite House and iR i l t  
tha t they oppose any efforts to open the Arctic

N ational Wildlife Refuge to development; urg­
ing them  instead to stop the 20-year-old 
debate over oil in  the refuge by designating 
the coastal plain as a wilderness, area. Sacrific­
ing the w i ld | |t  place left in  America for such 
a small supply of oil would have, as Aldo 
Leopold once w ro te® the  same desperate 
finality as having to chop up the furniture to 
stay w arm / 7 ’

P e r s o n a l , C o n t a c t s

A n d r e w  f a h l u n d , American R iv e r ||2091 
347-/ » 0 ,  ext. 3022t afahlund@amrivers.org
A d a m  k o l t o n , Alaska Wilderness!League,® 
202-544-520|| awl@alaskawild.org

P a m  M i l l e r , Arctic Connections, 907-272- 
1909, alaskapam@email.msn.com

F o r  l i n k s  t o  m o r e  

I n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  t a k e  

a c t i o n :

W W W . A M E R I C A N R I V E R S . O R G  
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ME A LIF 0;R NIA

T h r e a t : H y d r o p o w e r  D am  O pe r a t i o n s

S i n c e  1 9 0 8 ,  w a t e r  f r o m  

t h e  E e l  R i v e r  h a s  b e e n

D I V E R T E D  T H R O U G H  A  M O U N ­

T A I N - R I D G E  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  

R i v e r  t o  s e r v e  a g r i c u l ­

t u r a l  A N D  I N D U S T R I A L  

I N T E R E S T S .  A S  A  R E S U L T ,  

T H R E E  F I S H  S P E C I E S  A R E  O N  

A P A T H  T O  E X T I N C T I O N .

S u m m a r y

O nce among California's m ost productive 
salm on rivers, the Eel Rivlg has been reduced 
to  a trickle in order to satisfy the th irst of a 
neighboring river valle|f: M uch of the Eel 
River Is piped through S  m ountain  ridge. | |  the 
Russian River to satiate w atpl^onsum ers. 
Three speciestof fish are on a path to extinci,,;" 
fion unless aé ||b n  is taken to put E e | River 
w ater back in tc ith JjB jl River; and a long-term , 

| | |s to ra t io n  plan is developed. This year, the 
Federal lliergy Regulatory Com m ission 
(FERC) and state décision-makers hold the 
fp tu re  of California's Eel River in  their, hands 
as they decide the Fate of two dams and 
fiddress electric u tili||*  deregulation.

T h e  R i v e r
From iS  headwaters 3 .  MendociUo N ational 

IForest, the Eel River winds north  out of the 
Coastal M ountain Range un til it spills into 
the Pacific Ocean about; :200 m iles laterc||gjhe 
Eel used to suppo lp fn e  of California's top 
salm on and steelhead fisheries. Fish packing 
and cannery re<|pjis describe catches as high 
as 600,000 fish annually .Bn recognition of th is !  
resource, the river was designated as a Califor­
nia Wild and Scenic River in  1972 and added 
to the N ational Wild and Scenic^Sver System

Dams, w ater d iy(^B ® l, and o f f l  im pacts
habitat have caused populations of cohoJ? 

salmon, chinook salmon, and ocean-going 
steelhead trou t in thé Eel to d|§l|4|fb by 97;% 

¡¡Sver the last century. Today, all three speç& ÿv 
are listed as threatened under federal 
Endangered Species Act.

T h e  R i s k
ÿSince 1908, the Eel River has been robbed of 
the m ost essential com ponent of a healthy 
river — water.

m ain culprit is the two-dam Potter 
Valley Hydropower Project, owned by the 
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) u tility  compa­
ny. The project's prim ary purpose is to divert 
alm ost 90%  of the w ater from the north-flow ­
ing Eel River through a m ountainBidge to the 
south-flowing Russian River to serve agricul­
tural, m unicipal, and industrial interests. The

diversi^Hreduces the Eel to a mere trickle — 
disrupting m igration cues for Eel River fish, 
degrading spawning and rearing habitat, and 
crediting high w ater tem peratures tha t harm  
salmon. In addition, the upperm ost dam 
blocks access to more than 100 m iles of 

S a lm o n  spawning habitat.
. Along the way, the w ater diversion gener- 

atefs|9.4MW of electricity -gt less than 0.02 
of California's:bnergy supply.

The FERC w ill decide in the coming year 
how to am end the operating license for the 

B o tte r  Valley Project to restore fisheries in  the 
Eel River. To date, FERC has supported a pro­
posal pu t forth by PG&E and the Potter Valley 
Irrigation jSistrict. However, a legal opinion 
from the N ational M arine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) determ ined tha t this proposal would 
jeopardize the continued survival of coho, chi­
nook, and steelhead.

California's troubled electric u tility  indus­
try  poles additional threats to m any of the 
state^B yprs; fficluding the Eel. PG&E oper­
ates a system  of 174 dams in  16 different river 
basins. As part of the^state's, electric u tility  
industry deregulation, ownership and opera­
tion  of these facilities may change hands. 
Given the short-term  gap betw een electricity 
supply and demand, whoever operates PG&E's
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hydropower system  will likely  face m arSIt 
pressures to m axim ize power generatiffi at the 
expense of river health. A recent repor^B  
released by the California Public U tilities 
Com m ission indicates tha t the next owner of 
the Potter Valley Project could further harm  
the Eel River and its fish by operating the 
dams to m axim ize power generation or watljjjffi 
supply.

W h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e
To begin recovering®el River fish, natural 
flows m ust be returned to the a:iyer im m edi­
ately. The river also needs an objective analy­
sis of w hether long-term restoration can be 
accomplished w ith  continued dam operation.

As a first step, FERC m usw atisfy  its 
Endangered Specif» Act obligations by requir­
ing PG&E to restore flows to the Eel River aUjJ 
described by NMFS in its Biological Opinion. 
Second, FERC should com plete a supplem en­
tal Environm ental Impact Statem ent tha t ana­
lyzes w hether restoration can be achieved 
w ith  continued dam operation. This is. consis­
ten t w ith  the NMFS biological opinion, which 
recommends a dam rem o g ^stu d y . The rela­
tively insignificant am ount of e le c t r ic ^  the 
project generates m ust be weighed against the 
Substantial damage it does, to one of Califor­
nia's m ost im portant salmon-producing rivers.

If this analysis shows tha t re s to r» § ji  of 
Bel River fisheries cannot be accomplished 
w ith  the dams in  plac$ FERC should pu t 
forth a plan for removal of the two dams and 
an assessm ent of the consequences for water 
users in  Potter Valley.

state of California should craft an in te ­
grated w ater m anagem ent plan fo rllo tte r Val- 
fey, through more efficient use of groundwater 
and surface water supplies, tha t m itigates for 
lost benefi|S w hen d iw f^ io iis^ ^  decrlfijsed or 
if dams m ust be removed.

California m ust not compromise long-term 
environm ental quality togB pond  to a short- v 
term  energy crunch. Any disposition of 
PG&E's dams m ust hBconditioned to ensure 
tha t California's rivers are protected and 
restored for future generations. Specifically, 
the im m ediate restoration of;£owsWo the Eel 
River and an assessm ent of the future yqf the,. 
Potter Valley dams should be a condition of 
any such change in  ownership.

P e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s

m a t t  s i c c h i o ,  American Rivers and t h i  
Hydropower Reform C oalitio iM | 
2Q2B'4M»5Q, msicchio@amrivers.org

S t e v e  r o t h e r t | ‘American R iv ers^ , 
510-644-2900 Ä I 9 ,  sro thert@ amrivers.org
T o m  W e s e l o h  ¡C alifornia Trout,
707-839-1056, caltrout<@reiïflSfet.com"
s t e v e  E v a n s ,  Friends of 
th e f | | |e r ,  9 1 6 -4 4 2 -^ ^ H j 
sevans@friendsoftheriver.org
S t e v e  W a l d , ' C a l i f o r n i a ^  

Hydropow erReform  Coali-V 
I o n :  510-644-2900 * 0 5 $ /  
swald@calhrc.org

F o r  l i n k s  t o  m o r e : , :

I N F O R M A T I O N  O R  TO  T A K E

a c t i o n :

W W W .  A M E R I C A  N R I V  E R S . O R G  
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N ew Yo;r;k

H U D S  O U  R I V E R
T h r e a t : PCB c ó ® tami 'ñ a t i o n

jjg ^

N e a r l y  2 0 0  m i l e s  o f  t h e  

H u d s o n  R i v e r  h a v e  b e e n

D E C L A R E D  A S U P E R F U N D  

S I T E  DU E  TO C O N T A M IN A T IO N

f r o m  t w o  G e n e r a l  E l e c ­

t r i c  C o r p o r a t i o n  p l a n t s .

S u m m a r y
Two General Electric Corporation p lantjB l 
released more than one m illion pounds of dan­
gerous chemicalsirnto New  York's Hudson 
River ovhr a 30 year period, and the Environ­
m ental Protection Agency is accepting public.^ 
com m ents through April 17 on a proposal to 
dredge 270 acres of river bottom  to remove 
contam inated sediment. CjtB h  w hich would 
h a R p o  the estim ated $450 m illion cost 
for the cleanup ̂ ® sfw aging a m ultim illion  
dollar public re lafl^H cam paign  to persuade 
the public tha t the plan is risky and unneces­
sary Respite a large body of scientific evidence 
to l i p  contrary. EPAs final deciM>n could set 
a precedent for more than $¡5 sim ilar ¡sites 
across the nation.

T h e  R i v e r
From if i headwaters in  Adirondack State Park, 
the Hudson River flows through 315 miles: of 
m ounta in^fo rests , wetlands, and towns 

before reaching New York Cityignd the 
A tlantic Ocean. S i s  difficult to 

, v  ̂ overstate the im portance of
the Hudson River for the

H H H H H  Si__ people of New York.
■ T e n  m illion residents 
HRye w ith in  a half- 

m ile of1 iij§> banks, and 
' eleven m unicipalities 
get their drinking 

w ater from the river. 
Tourism  around the river 

generates an estim ated $3 billion 
per year f t .  econom ic activity. Hom e to 

som e 200 species of f|sh, the Hudson H ipports 
rebounding populations of com m ercially valu­
able striped bass and A m erican shad.

T h e  R i s k
Once heav ily  polluted, the H udsofihas made a 
remarkable recovery in  recent decades. UnfoBB 
tunately, the N ew  York State D epartm ent of 
/Health continues to greet v ia to rs  to the H ud­
son River w ith  signs th a t read "Do not pos­
sess, remove Ur Sjat fish from this w ater," and 
in  1983 the federal governm ent declared 197 
m iles of the river a Superfund site — w arranti-

i  s a s i i i i i  i o  • ■

ng federal in tervention to ensure cleanup.
According to thëyEPA, GE discharged an 

estim ated 1 f^lriy lion  pounds of polychlorinat­
ed bipfflnylSPCBs) into the river from elfeW B 
trie transform er m anufacturing plants at 
Hudson Falls and Fort Edward in the upper 
H udson from 1947 to 1977.^^R US EPA ranks 
PCBs among the m ost toxic 10%5|of chemicals 
for hum an exposure, causing reproductive and 
developmental effects, im m une deficiency) ’ 
nervous system  alterations, gastrointestinal 
system  bleeding, liver damage, and cancer.

Approximately 200,000 pounds of PCBs 
still rem ain concentrated in  the 40-m ilë^ 
stretch of the Upper Hudson, and continue to 
migrate downriver, distributing throughout 
the basin, down to the tidal estuary at th S I; 
m outh  of the river. These pollutants collect in 
the sedimbht and enter the! food chain, conta­
m inating fish and the wildlife and hum ans 
tha t consum e thesefish . Despite m oratorium s 
and warnings,/fish continue to be consumed 
by thousands of families, m any of them  from 
poor, minority, and im m igrant com m unities.

Following more than ten  years of analysis; 
five peer reviews, and unprecedented public 
inpufltheB P A  released its proposed plan in 
December 2000 to dredge 272 acres of the 
m ost contam inated sedim ent in  the upper 
Hudson River. EPA predicts tha t their rem edi­
ation effort! w ill result in  significant im prove­
m ents in  PCB levels iri the lower river w ith  

flew  s h o f ite ra i  impacts.
EPA's findings were subsequently supported 

by an independent report from the N ational 
Academy of Sciences. These 
analyses h am  concluded that, 
absent clean-up, PCBs contin­
ue to pose a risk to the publicj 
and tha t hydraulic dredging is 
a safe andpffective way to 
reduce the level of contam ina­
tion  M both sedim ents and 
■|ls1i . Despite this evidence, GE 
has called the proposMy - 

B absurd" and "outrageous" 
and has spent m illions of dol- g 

• i^ fe )n  advertising to tu rn  |  
public opinion against the JHj 
overwhelm ing evidencé sup- ^
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porting the cleanup. GE has also sued the fed­
eral governm ent challenging the Superfund 
laws.

W h a t  C a n  b e  d o n e
Cleanup of the Hudson is a precedent-setting 
effort w ith  im plications for sim ilar sites 
throughout the nation. After extending the 
deadline 60 days, thfe|jpA is accepting com ­
ments, on its draft Record of Decision through 
April i l l  2001, and a final decision should be 
issued in  August. Members of the public 
should w rite the EPA at ̂ udsQ hcQ ihm 'ent^ 
region2@epa.gov to end the decades of delay 
and support the hydraulic dredging alterna­
tives (numbers 4 or B  to  ensure tha t the H ud­
son River gets is long-overdue cleanup.

P e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s
A n d r e w  F a h l u n d , American Rivers, 202- 
347-7.550, ext. 3022, afahlund@amrivers.org
A n d y  m e l e , Hudson River Sloop C lea rw a te l 
Inc, 845-454-7673, andv@mail.clearwater.org

r i c h  s h i a f o , Scenic Hudson, 845-473-4440, 
rshiafo@scenichudson.org
A l e x  m a t t h i e s s e n , jliverkeeper, 845-424- 
4149, ?ahfatthiessen@riverkeeper. org

C h r i s  b a l l a n t y n e , Sierra Club, 518-587,-;. 
9166, chris .ballantvne@sierraclub. org

B r u c e  C a r p e n t e r , New Ifdrk Rivers 
United, 3 lB-339-2097, nvrubc@aol.com
A a r o n  m a i r , Arbor H ill IM vironmental 
||astice J|orp ., 518-463-9760, stafMahev.org '
v a l  W a s h i n g t o n , Environm ental Advo- 
ca tJ|, 518-462^526,'\ x t .  228, vwash@ 
envadvocates. org
L A U R A  H AI GHT ,  NYPIRG, p i  8-436-0876, 
ext. 258, Lhaight@nvpirg.org

F O R  L I N K S  T O  M O R E  

I N F O R M A T I O N  O R  T O  T A K E

a c t i o n :

W W W . A M E R I C A N R I V E R S . O R G  
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A C BM W E L L  LI KE  T H E  O N E

P I C T U R E D  B E L O W  C A N

D I S C H A R G E  1 5 , 0 0 0  G A L L O N S

O F  WA TER  PE R  DAY, A C C E L E R -

AT IN G  E R O S IO N  A N D  T H R E A T -

E N I N G  WATE R Q U A L IT Y .

P o w d e r  R i v e r

T h Rea®: C oaH Bed M e t h a m | 1 x t r a c t io n

S u m m a r y
T he boom ing Coal Bed M ethane (CBM) 
industry in  the Powder River basin of 
W yoming and M ontana creates an unusual 
th reat for w estern com m unities and rivers: 
the prospect of boo mucM water. This r e la t iv e ­
ly new form  of energy devHopm6Bt -uses 
m any shallow weUglto tap natural gas 
deposits along coal seams. Large quantities of 
w ater;— ciften of poor quality® - m is t  be dis­
charged from these wells before the m ethane 
can be extracted. This year^ federal and sta te  
agencies are m aking critical decisions tha t 
w ill guide CBM extraction practice^|w ell into 
the future. Wi^h $fp£stim ated ‘5B000 w e|ls 
lik e lS to  be< drilled by 2010, public officials 
m ust ensure th a t the Cj|M  industry  develops,:  ̂
responsibly and th a t by-product w ater is prop­
erly managed to protect the fiowder River and 
i S  tributaries fro m ,h arrn .^

T h e  R i v e r
The Powder Wyoming and M ontana

?>iŝ a healthy rem nant of the once vast^and 
unspoiled river ecosysten^ spanning the Great 

B lains. The sagebrush and mixed grass prairie 
of the Powder River basin support abundant 
elk, m ule deer, pronghorn antelope, bobcp |M  
and swift fox; as w lfcas dom estic cattle and 
sheep ranching operations.

In 1999, The N ature Conservancylreported

M jP H  ■ ■  -

l i l i
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that,B ln  an inventory ■  all stream s fin the 
Great Plaihs of Wyoming, the Powder River 
was found to suppop the m ost in tact assem ­
blage of fish species." Among ffiese s p e c ie s «  
th S tu rg e o n  chub is being evaluated for pro­
tection undob the Endangered Species A cB and 
populations of the w estern silvery m innow  are 
in  sharp decline!' ,

T h e  r i s k
|8 1 ||c u r re n t  rush to extracSDBM in northeast 
Wyoming was triggered by the development of 
inexpensive drilling techniques and surging 
natural gas prices. The Wyoming Oil and Gas 
Conservation Com m ission has issued over 

» 4 ,0 0 0  CBM drilling perm its as of February 19, 
2001. The federal Bureau of Land M anagement 
(BLM) recently predicted that the total num ber 
of CBM wells in  the Wyoming portion of the 
PowdeM gver basin could reach 51,000 wells 
by 2010 and 70,000 by the year 2060. The 
prospect of rapid, poorly regulated CBM devel­
opm ent now overshadows more traditional 
threats to the Powder River such coal mining, 

^conventional oil and gas extraction, cropland 
irrigation, and livestock grazing.

Once a CBM drilling site has been identi­
fied, a truck-m ounted rig bores into the coal 

B quifer and the w ater is pum ped to the sur- 
fadff D uring the first stage of the extraction 
process, approximately 15,000 gallons of 
groundwater are pum ped out of a CBM well 
every day.

Generally too salty for irrigation, the water? 
is typically discarded on the surface or in 
nearby creeks—  degrading soils and accelerat­
ing erosion w hich threatens theE ow der River 
and its tributaries.

Since CBM developm ent began in  1986, 
'approximately 30 billion gallons of often salty 
w ater Save been extracted from coalbed 
aquifers in  northeast Wyoming — that's more 
than  12 full-sized ta n k fl trucks of w ater for 
every resident in  the state.

As the CBM industry continues to expand, 
ifltate and federal a g e n c ^ ^ t i l l  have not ade­
quately studied the effect! of the CBM by­
product watfgKon the rivdr, thbfcreeks, and th e |
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aquatic wildlife theyJÉpport. 8 0 l  of 
Wyoming residents get theS d rin k in g  water 
from wells, bu t little  |s : know n about the 
effects of thése m a s |S  w ater w ithdrawals on 
the aquifers. Comprehensive 'scientific studies 
would be the first step to devéloping effective 
m anagem ent tools, regulations, and technolo­
gies to ensure responsible CBM dellfepm ent.

w h a t  C a n  b e  d o n e
In 2001, public officials in  state and federal 
land m anagem ent agencies w ill m ake several 
key decisi^i^K garding future CBM develop­
m ent in  the Powder River basin. Of particular 
im portance is the BLM's current effort to 
develop a draft "Powder River Basin Coal Bed 
M ethane Project Environm ental Impact State­
m ent." This docum ent w ill estim ate the 
cum ulative im pact of-51,000 CBM wells on 
w ater and air quality, aquifer recharge, fish­
eries, wildlife, drinking w a tJ1 and agriculture 
in  northeast Wyoming over the next ten  years,! 
and w ill propose alternatives designed to m in ­
im ize im pacts and m itigate environm ental 
damage. W hile this docum ent is being p rB ^  
pared, state and federal officials should contin­
ue to increase their scrutiny of water 
discharge perm its for CBM wells} as requested 
by local stakeholder group^W

Once the BLM 
releases the draft B l f e  
the public w ill have an 
opportunity to com ­
m ent on the assess­
m ent. It w ill beffi 
critical for citizens to 
review the docum ent 
and contact public 
o ffp ia ls ||t  the local, 
|ta te , Ind  federal l j H r  

els to voice support for the alternatives that 
offer the m ost protection for the Powder 
River, V s; tributaries!, and the arid landscape of 
northeast Wyoming.

p e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s
m i c h a e b g a r r i t y , Am erican Rivers, 202- 
347-7550, mgarritv@amrivers.org
M i c h e l e  b a r l o w , Wyoming Outdoor 
Council, 307-755-137B mbarlow@lariat.org

j e f f  K e s s l e r , Biodiversity Associates, 307H 
742-7978. ikessler@igc.org
G w e n  l a c h e l B ,  Oil and Gas Accountability 
Project, 970-259B353, glachelt@fone.net
C h e y r l  P h i n n e y  o r  J i l l  M o r r i s o n ,®; 
Powder River BaSin; Resource C ouncil;|30 fc»
6| | | l809. prbrc@wavecom.net
m a r k  F i x ,  N orthern  Plains R ^ourp^C oun- 
cil, 406-421-5460, mfix@nprcmt.org

T h e  P o w d e r  R i v e r , t h r e a t ­

e n e d  BY C O A L B E D  M E T H A N E  

E X T R A C T I O N ,  IS A H E AL T H Y  

R E M N A N T  O F  TH E  O N C E  V A S T ,p  

U N S P O I L E D  RI VER  E C O S Y S T E M  

S P A N N I N G  T H E  G R E A T  P L A I N S .

F o r  l i n k s  t o  m o r e | ^

I N F O R M A T I O N  OR TO T A K E

a c t i o n :
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M in n e s o t a , Wi s c o n s i n , Illinois , Iow a , M is sou r i , Ke n t u c k y , T en ne ssee , A rka;;^^B Louis^En Im

M i s s i s  SIP PI R I V E R
T h r e a t : Flooi® g o n t r o B pr o je c ts

A  H Y D R A U L I C  P U M P I N G  

P L A N T ,  P I C T U R E D  B E L O W ,  

C A N  DR A IN  T H O U S A N D S  O F  

A C R E S  O F  W E T L A N D S  IN A 

S H O R T  TI ME . T H E  P R O P O S E D

Y a z o o  P u m p  w o u l d  b e  t h e  

W O R L D ’ S  L A R G E S T .

■Hi■ ■ ■ ■
■/ ™

S u m m a r y

Two large fldqd control projects proposed by 
the U.S. Arm y Corps ofjgngineers along the 
M isâi||ipp i River and its tributaries would 
damage more than 200,000 acres of rare flood- 
plain w etlandsE - three tim H  more wetlands 
than the reffl of the nation damages each year.

: Th<|g projects jeopardize the successful 
im plem entation of thé Gulf Hypoxia Action 
Plan, a federal and state effort to reduce pol- 
lujjjd runoff tha t c a u s ll  theE dead zonèj§ a t 
the m outh  of the M ississippi in  tile Gulf. The 
U.S. A rm p C o rp » f  Engineers will accept pub- 
lie com m ents later this year as it decides 
w hether or not to p rp c |ë d ||n d  present the two 
projects to Congress.

T h e  R i v e r
The M ississippi River S  A m erican  hardest 
working raffer and has been alm ost entirely 

! put off from its f lo o d p l |» t^ u p p o r t  barge 
traffic and provide flood control betw een M in­
neapolis and the;;;Gulf of Mexico. The M iss^g^ 
sippi drains more than 4Ôfô"of the nation^ 

f |end ing  so m uch fertilizer and polluted runoff 
downstream  tha t it suffocates m arine life at 
its m outh  in  I f  dead zone" the size of New  

Hersey each summer.
But the "M ighty M ississippi" rem ains an

■ I
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im portant natural and cultural reso u rce i^M  
more than 400 different specieSof wildlife call 
the ri$B[ and S  floodplain home, including 
40 p i of N orth  A m erica^ migratory waterfowl. 
The M ississippi River winds through the lite r­
ary trium phs of M ark Twain, and tourism  
along the river brings more than $15 billion in 

. economic activity to com m unities along its 
banks.

T h e  R i s k

The scientific evidence is clear — reconnect­
ing the river to flfloodplain  and restoring sea­
sonally flooded wetlands are essential 
to tu to r in g  the M ississippi River 4 
and reducing pollution that 
causes the dead zone. Despite 
this, the Corps is considering 
two projects tha t would cut off 
more of the floodplain, damage 
more than 200,000 acres of w et­
lands, and potentially increase 
downstream  pollution.

In southeastern M issouri, a $65 m illion 
combined levee and pum ping plant called the 
New M adridT ejee would cut the river off 
from its largest rem aining stretch of connect­
ed floodplain, damaging 36,000 acres of flood- 
plain wetlands. A lthough project backers tou t 
flood control benefits for the tow n of East 
Prairie, the Corps acknowledges tha t the area 
w ould still flood about once every ten years 
anyway. A few hundred m iles downstream, 
the C orpJis contem plating another such 
boondoggle^- the $181million Yazoo Pump. 
The world's larg J | t  hydraulic pum ping plant, 
thMYazoo Pump would drain one of the m ost 

H oarsely  populated regions in  Missiggippi, 
damaging 200,000 acres of wetlands. The pro­
ject would still leave m any homes unprotect­
ed from a 100-year flood.

In both case jl alternatives to the pum ping 
stations such as reforesting some lands and 
flood-proofing vulnerable hom es are available 
at a frmf&on of the cost to the taxpayers — 
and w ould restore wetlands to protect w ater 
quality as called for by the G ulf Hypoxia 
A ction Plan. The real beneficiarfeB'nf these 
projects,, are a handful of large-pbale floodplain 
farm e|Sw ho w ould iherease already-subspPj*
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dized agricultural production in areas drained 
by the projects.
KHme publhfhas ample reajdn to question 
theH orp®  justifications of these p ro je c i^ ^ m | 
December of 2000, the Army® own Inspector 
General concluded tha t an "institu tional bias 
for large-scale construction nroie l i l l7 had 
caused theK orps to deliberately exaggerate 
economic benefits and downplay environm en­
tal consequences in  an attem pt to rsecure a $lj| 
billion projeHjj on the Upper Mississippi Rivet 
— and suggested tha t this was nq j an Isolated 
incident.

W h a t  C a n  b e  D o n e
Later this fey ear, Corps officials in  Vicksburg, 
MS and M emphis, TN  w ill accept publiRcom- 
m ents on the Environm ental Im pact State­
m ents tha t w ill accompany the two project||S | 
should the Corps recom m end them  to Con- 
gress;|® ie public should take these opportuni­
ties to  demand honest and credible analyses of 
the economic cos®  and benefits of the pro­
posed projects — and insist tha t the Corps 
take a closer look at less destructive alterna­
tives; to the levees and pum ping stations) tha t 
are consistent w ith  the Gulf Hypoxia Action 
Plan such as restoration of delta, lands and eld-* 
vation of some frequently flooded homes.

More broadly, the Corps of Engineew te  in 
desperate need of reform to restore credibility, 
Sgbduce the waste^of tax p ay ij dollars, and prMj 
vent needless environm ental damage to h u n ­
dreds of riv£p| across the country. Congress, , 
and the A dm inistration should take steps to . 
ensure tha t proposed Corps projecw serve the 
public interest by subjecting large, controver­
sial projects to review by outside experts, . 
requiring full m itigation Ihr project impacts, 
and requiring projects to m eet tougher eco­
nom ic and environm ental criteria.

Two A r m y  C o r p s  p r o j e c t s , 

t h e  Ya z o o  P u m p s  a n d  t h e  

N e w  M a d r i d  L e v e e ,

THREATEN THE HEALTH AND 

VITALITY OF THE “ MIGHTY

M i s s i s s i p p i , ’f f f  $

F o r  l i n k s  t o  m o r e

I N F O R M A T IO N  OR TO T AK E

a c t i o n :
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P e r s o n a l , C o n t a c t s
j e f f  s t e i n , American Riyers^319-884-4481, 
istein@amrivers.org
M e l i s s a  s a m e t , American R iv e rs & lg 6i ^  
6700, msamet@ amrivers.org 
S c o t t  F a b e r , Environm entalD efens£® 02- 
387-3500, sfaber@environmentaldefense.org 

c y n  s a r t h o u , Gulf Restoration Network, 
504-525-1128, cvn@gulfrestorationnetwork.org

T i m  S u l l i v a n , Mississippi River Basin 
Alliance, 612-334-9460, timsullivan@mrba.org
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B i g  S a n d y  - R i v e r

> €
T h r e s t : U nstable  C oal  Slurry  Im p o u n d m S t î

T h e  M a r t i n  C o u n t y  C o a l  

C o m p a n y  s l u r r y  s p i l l

R E L E A S E D  O O ZI N G  B L A N K E T S  

O F  S L U D G E  INTO L O C A L  

S T R E A M S ,  T HE  T U G  F O R K  O F

t h e  B ig  S a n d y , a n d  e v e n ­

t u a l l y  t h e  O h i o  R i v e r .

S u m m a r y

L ast October, the bottom  of largéféjjal slurry 
im poundm ent in  Kentucky cracked sending 
250 m illion gallons of water, m ud, and coal 
w aste jlS g ing  through a m ineshaft below, 
down two stream s and into the Tug Fork of 
the Big Sandy R i|f|r, killing all river life I S S  
more than | |  mileBof, stream. TheBnviron- 
m ental protection Agency (EPÂ) has called 
this, one, of the, worst environm ental disasters 
ever in the southeastern U nited ¿Jptes,. Feder­
al and stafjb authorities m ust take a c ti®  this 
year to énsure d eân u p  and to prevent, othellji 
rivers and s ttè k iÆ m  coal country ifpm  shar- 
ing the fate ôf the B|g Sandy. V

T h e  R i v e r
The heart of Appalachian coal country is, 
drained by scmgfe,000 miles of Breams that 
pour into; the Tug Fork of thg^Big Sandy River,^ 
which forms the border betw éen% f ntucky and 
West Virginia un til it reached the Ohio -^®er. 
The rugged landscape iSrfddled w ith  coal 
m in ®  and slurry im poundm ents. Supporting 
vibrant fisheries in  its upper reaches and heavy 
barge traffic where » p ins the Ohio River, the 
Big Sandy is both the^economic m uscle and 
th^Jecr® |ff)nal jewel of the region.

T h e  R i s k

Coal m ust be washed b e fo re»  goes to m arket, 
producing slurrigM B molassMs-consistéincy 
m ixture of w ate|f m udm nd coal w aste con­
taining heavy m etals like mercury, leâd, and

arsehiq - -  w hich n H
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dumped ih to  large 
holding ponds. On 
O ctoberfffl 2000, a$ 
m in |||h a f t  beneath 
a 2.2 billion gallon 

B lu rry  im pound­
m ent owned and 
operated by M artin 
C ounty Coal Com-, 
pany collapsed, 
releasing a wave of 

" sludge into local 
stream s and th e p |t  
into the Tug Igjrk 
of the Big Sandy ; ' !

w hefP lt was carried as far as the Ohio River.
The spill clogged and polluted domestic and 

industrial water supplies and suffocated river !
underneath an oozing blanket of ¿oal slur­

ry. The governor of Kentucky declared a disas­
ter area in ten counties in the eastern corner of 
the s ta t#due to w aterfpipply shortages. 
Although cleanup efforts are underway, many 
tons of slurry still clog the river beds, threaten­
ing to stir up once again during heavy rains.

The; October 11 disasteriiighlighted the 
inadequacy of the region's contingdtcy plan­
ning, em ergencyK sponse capabilities, and 
regulatory oygrsight of m ining operations.

M artin C ounty Coal Company's applica­
tion for a perm it for the im poundm ent did not 
accurately describe conditions of the 

im p o u n d m e n t, and regulatc§| had rated it at 
only moderate:-risk of failure. Hundreds of 
such im poundm ents containing billions of gal­
lons of slurry are scattered throughout coal 
country in Appalachia, m any located over or 
near abandoned m ineshafts and near small 
com m unities.

W h a t  C a n  b e  D o n e

M artin C ounty Coal Company and its parent 
company Massey^Mergy will be responsible 
for continuing the cleanup under EPA over­

s ig h t .  T hJIlleanup process m ust involve a fea­
sible long-term  as well as short-term  cleanup 
plan, w ith  a citizen advisory board and notice 

J lo  citizens of all fu tu rfrisk s .
W ith hundreds of M urry im poundm ents in 

the region, there is^gnMrgent need to ensure 
tha t the damage tha t occurred in  the Big 

Sandy watershed not be repeated .several 
assessments^o£ the safety and Efficacy of coal 
slurry disposal m ethods have been recently . 
cbmpleS|<i of are underway:

■ A B udy by the N ational Academy of Sci­
ence!! due in  October 2 0 0 ■  will compare 
m ethods of coM w aste disposal. This s tu d y «

ggotild publicly certify the alternativesjlnd  
push for a change in  disposal standards.

■ The U.S. Office of Surface M ining plans to 
report on the safety of im poundm entSneigh- 
boring m ineBand the effectiveness of regula­
tions tha t govS n  them  to determ ine whethef;/f 
any regulations need to bem corporated

2 6  ♦  A m e r i c a ’ s  m o s t  E n d a n g e r e d  r: e r s  o f  2 O o 1



nationally to avoid another disaster.

■ The Kentucky D epartm ent of Surfadj| M in­
ing, Reclamation^ and Enforcement is con- 
d a t in g  a review of existing im poundm ents 
and an in ternal review of its. .perm itting 
p ro c e s s ^

■ A t | | k  force led by West Virginia Division 
of Environm ental Protection will releJfe in 
May a draft repcfl on com m unity response 
capabilities for coal slurry d u s te r s .

AgencidS mufst seek public ¡¡!put on all of 
these reports. In addition, until, reviews are 
complete, a m oratorium  should he placed on 
new perm its and expansions of existing per­
m its. New perm its m ust have public input 
and require a disaster plan and p ittin g  of a 
reclam ation bond. State regulators should 
perform special investigations of all dams 

identified » h ig h  priority in 
their recently completed 

national survey of slurry 
im poundm ents, and 
should establish tha t all 
cleanup costs w ill be 

recovered from the 
responsible company.

The decisions in  2001 
m ust no t only guarantee tha t another disaster 
w ill not happen again; they4 m ust also tu rn  t h J  
page on harm ful and outdated w aste disposal 
practices’ and pre||} for m odern ||ah d a rd s  and 
vital public- input.

p e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s
R e b e c c a  S h e r m a n , American R iye^;:/202- 
347-7550, ext. 305jgf rsherman@amrivers.org

B e c a u s e  t h e r é  a r e

H U N D R E D S  O F  S L U R R Y  

I M P O U N D M E N T S  IN T H IS

J u d y  P e t e r s e n , Kentucky Waterways 
A llianc || 270-524-1774, iudv@kwalliance.org 
N a t h a n  f e t t y , W és| Virginia Rivers Coali­
tion : 304-637-7201, nfettv@ neumedia.net

R E G IO N ,  F E D E R A L  A N D  S T A T E  

A U T H O R I T I E S  M U S T  A C T  N OW  

TO  E N S U R E  T H AT  O TH ER  

R I V E R S  DO N O T  S H A R E  T HE  

FATE O F  T H E  B l G  S A N D Y .

V i v i a n  s t o c k m a n , Ohio VallesjSK 
Environm ental CoalitionBo4-522-0246, 
vivian@ohvec.org
T o m  F i t z G e r a l d , K entuc ||É Resources 
Council:Bo2-875:i2428, fitzkrc@aol.com

F O R U N K S  TO MORE  

I N F O R M A T IO N  OR TO T AK E

a c t i o n :
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S n o q  u a I m  ie R i v e r
T h r e a t : U r b a n  Spra w l , R i f er C o r r I or  D e v e l o p m e n t

1:1.
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T h e  w i l d  s a l m o n  p o p u l a ­

t i o n  IN T HE  S N O Q U A L M I E  

R i v e r  i s  a t  r i s k  a s

D E V E L O P M E N T  I N F R I N G E S  ON 

C R U C I A L  HABITAT.

.v .;

S U M M A R Y
Spraw ling development threatens the future 

;of the Snoqualmie River, w hich produces 
some of the larges| salm on runs in  the statjfjqf 
Washington. Foiests and farmlands are disap­
pearing in  the increasingly urbane watershed, 
threatening both the Salm on listed under the 

Sfendangered S p e^B  Act* anditbm e of the fficif- 
ic N o rth w :fe tS m o ^scen ic  landscapes. StafMp| 
and local governm ents w ill be m aking key 
decisions, .thisjgear tha t w ill test their c o m ^  t 
m itm en t to protecting this m agnificent river 
in  Seattle's back yarcHM suc% |||ful in  lim iting 

Spraw l, local governm ents w ill establish the 
Snoqualmie as a model fon;sustainable m a n t  
agement of Puget Sound givers and salm on 
recovery.

T h e  R i v e r
SurpR ingly  undeveloped despite its close 
proxim ity to m etropolitan Seattle J th e  Sno­
qualm ie River o rig ina tS  in  the C ascade* 
m ountains a sS iree  separate forks w h ic ||g | 
merge about three m i l «  above Snoqualmie _ 

Malls, w h iS t draws visitors from near and f^r. 
Below the falls, salm on and sea-run troift 
spawn in the river and its tr ib u ta rie s  w hich 
flow to the northw est u n ti^ K o in s  w ith  the 
Skylcomish B p e r to form thSSnohom ish 
River, w hich S rp tiesB n to  Puget Sound.

The Snoqualmie iffi)ne of the few rî ^ B  in 
the; state managed for all-wild (as opposed to

¡11
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hatchery) salm on production. The river sup- 
poggs w ild runs of coho, chinook, pink, sock- 
eye*, and chum  salmon, steelhead, rainbow and 
cutthroat trout^and native char, w hich were.l,; 
vital to the culture »  
of native A m eri­
cans and w hich J H B M M  

S u p p o rted  v a lu ab le*  
commercial fish­
eries for m any 

yyears. S h e  Sno­
qualm ie and its^( 
tributaries produce 
more w ild adult 
coho salm on than 
the entire state of : X "
Oregon, and are ‘"y
.vital to the recovery of Puget Sound chinook 
or "king" salmon, w hich are listed as th rea t­
ened u n d S th e  Endangered Species? Act.

T h e  R i s k
A lthough rem arkably healthy for a river so 
close to a major urban center, over the last 
century development, flood control structures, 
roads, agriculture, tim ber harvesting, salmon- 
dyer h a rv S g a n d  poor hatchery practices have 
degraded the Snoqualmie and its wild-fish 
p opu la tions^K sp ite  significant progress in 
restoring degraded habitat and protecting 
rem aining in tact habitat, th is could soon be 
last as development sprawls into the Cascade 
foothills, ¿nd along the riverflfloodplain.

M ost of the Snoqualmie watershed lies 
w ith in  King County — w hich has been 

'/nationally*yecognized for i n  leadership 
salmon, recovery. Under the leadership of King 
C ountSE xIcutive Ron Sims, the county has 

^established programs to protect good l^ lm on 
habitat and to restore degraded habitat. B o |fi§ | 
King and |n o h o m ish  counties have adopted 
innovative land use regulations B  protect the ; : 
Snoqualmie. Unfortunately, development pres*-'; 
sures th re a tS fio  squander these good efforts.

/ Forested slopd|j along the river and its tribu­
taries aig/steadily being converted into resi­
dential developments, w hich have co llribu ted  
to flooding and w ater quality violations. 
D ev e lo p m en ts  also encroaching on the Sno­
qualm ie River's*, floodplain, expanding the
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am ount of .asphalt and pavem ent w hich 
increases erosionpnd polluted runoff flowing 
into habitats essential to rearingggoung 
salmon. Sadly, existing zoning allows develop­
m ent along tributaries^such as G riffin|(treek 
— some of the m ost productive cohofSalmon 
spawning habitat in  Puget Sound.

King, Snohomish and iferce  counties are 
currently developing a plan to respond to the 
M arch 1999 listing of Puget Sound popula­
tions of chinookjsalm on as threatened under^is 
the Endangered Species Act. Known [as the 
Tri-County Process, this effort should con­
clude in  2001 w ith  a model plan, w hich w ill 
provide direction to the counties and their 
« .ties on how development should be regulat­
ed  to protecw alm on.

A lthough the draft Tmlfcounty plan con­
tains m any promising elements, it permits, too 
m uch destruction of forests and native ||egeta- 
tion and does not adequately lim it payem entM  
asphalt, and other hard surfaces tha t degrade 
the Snoqualmie and i l l  tributaries by increas­
ing flooding and erosion. H ge N ational M arine 
Fisheries ServicedNMFS) has determ ined tha t 
these flaws m ust be fixed before the plan will 
proteciLsalmon, bu t development interests a rg | 
lobbying hard against such im provem ents.

W h a t  C a n  b e  d o n e
The Snoqualmie watershed i.s>still re la tp e ly  
undeveloped and there is great potential to 
retain  and enhance its ecological, recreational 
and scenic values■fei protect the Snoqualmie, 
local governm ents in  the watershed m ust 
update their land use, shorelines, and critical 
areas regulations to reflect new scientific 
inform ation on fish and w ildlife needs. Rezon­
ing of land from forestry to allow housing 
development m ust be lim ited. The public 
should urge elected officials in  King, Pierce 
and Snohomish counties to adopt a BggCoun- 
ty  Plan thatrfe adequate to protect w ater quali­
ty and recover, salmon.

Some m em bers of th e  W ashington State 
Legislature w ant to for^e the D epartm ent of 
Ecology |o  repeal its new scieri%e-based guide­
lines for updating local shoreline protection 
regu la tfen iiT he legislature should join Gover­
nor Gary Locke hggsupporting those guide­
lines, and include funding i t  the 2002-2003 
budget to help local governm ents, carry out 
this im portant new initiative. K . addition, the 
Legislature should no t repeal the G rowth 
M anagem ent Act requirem ent tha t local g o |g ||

ernm ents update by 2002 their regulations 
tha t protect environm entally critical l a u d a i  
Finally, the 'State and local governm ents m ust 
do a better job funding and di^fficing growth 
m anagem ent and shoreline "regulations.

P e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s
r o b  m a s o n i s , American Rivers,, 206*2m BM 
0 3 3 0 , 1 2 ,  masonis@amrivers.org 
K u r t  b e a r d s  l e e , W ashington Trout, 4 2 |g g  
788-1167, kurt@ washingtontrout.org 
T i m  t r o h i m o v i c h , 1000 Friends of W ashing­
ton, (206),343-0681, tim@ 1 OOOfriends.órg

j
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If  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e

S U C C E S S F U L  IN LI MI TI NG  

S P R A W L ,  T H E  S N O Q U A L M I E  

W I L L  S E R V E  A S  A M O D E L  FO R  

S U S T A I N A B L E  M A N A G E M E N T

o f  P u g e t  S o u n d  r i v e r s

A N D  S A L M O N  R E C O V E R Y .

F o r H i N K S  TO MORE  

IN F O R M A T I O N  OR TO T A K E

a c t i o n :

WWW. AM E R I C A N R  I V E R S .  OR G  

/ M O S T E N D A N G E RED
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T h e  A n i m a s  R i v e r , w h i c h

S U P P O R T S  A T H R IV IN G  R A F T -

ING I N D U S T R Y  A N D  A G O L D

M E D A L  T R O U T  FI SH E R Y ,

T H R E A T E N E D  BY A WA TER

P R O J E C T  T H AT  W O U L D  DI VE RT

A Q U A R T E R  O F  T HE  R I V E R ’ S

F L O W  TO A S T O R A G E  R E S E R -

A n i m a s  h v e r
T h ^ e a iB P r o p o s e d  Water  P r o m t  

S u m m a r y
The Animas-Ha Plata ® ™ w a te r  p ro je c ^ H B  
one of the last big W estern w ater p r o je c t i i^ f l  
threatens endangered fish s p e e iS  a thriving 

Recreational rafting industry, riparianfy^et- 
lands, and a gold medal trou t fishery on the 
A nim asB w er in  southw estern Colorado 
guised as a tribal w ater r ig h | |  settlem ent, last 
fall C ongreS teinvigorated  the decades^ld  
pork barrel projAjpt by authorizing a scaled 
down,,iylet sitill costly and environm entally ; 
damaging version. Congress' should "reconsider 
its  decJSIn and not a sS th e  Am erican taxpay­
er to foot tw o -th iriflo f^S P 's  $450 m illion 
price tag — B ea tin g  a w ater supply w hich is 
no |fcurrently  and may never be needed.

T h e  R i v e r
Winding from southw estern Colorado into 
New Mexico where it joins the San Juan 
Riypr^ the Animas B  the Colopido M atea^^B  
largest — and one of its last — rem aining free- 
flowing rivers. Flowing through arid desert

country, the wetlands along the 
■ , Anim as are oases for native, and

m igratory wildlife and are stud- 
ded ®BB im portant archeologi- 

■ cal  sites. Two endangered fish 
. 1 sp ec ie^H  the Colorado ' 

pilceminnow and razorback 
suekei^H  depend on w ater from 

M i  the Animas, and the river
attracM thousands of ra fte rs®  
kayakers, and anglers to the 
u e d 1 ev^^R ear.

T h e  R i s k  
ALP was first proposed in  1968 

W n p '  ' during a tim e of large-scale dam 
building — but due to the pro- 

IR B ^j|B |P jH  iect/ajsx^ K ive - watejKubsidies 
and environm ental im pacts it w as^helved and 
declared infeasible. Now — due to an environ­
m ental rider passed in  Congress last fall — the 
project is back, and w hile scaled-down it 
rem ains an environm entally destructive gov­
ernm ent boondoggle.

The new ALP w ould divert approximate®-^;, 
one quarter of the river's flow B u m p i n g  it 

BOO feet uphill in to  a storage reservoir. W ith

no need anticipated for at IfeastOO to 100 years 
according to th e  ¡Bureau of Reclamation, the 
w a tS w o u ld  &  in the reservoir to evaporate 

, or be released back into the Animas approxi­
m ately five m iles downstream. The pum ps®  
required to move the watq^fflto the re se rv p r 
w ould consum e as m uch power as the 16,000 

' residents of nearby Durango — a questionable 
investm ent given the curreri^m ergy crunch. 
g l f e environm ental, cultural and recre­
ational im padiPof the new ALP are num erous: 
The project is expected to: (1) significantly 

B educejiiver flows directly above critical habi­
ta t I p  endangered fish speciesp2) inundate 1 
2,000 acres of habitat for elk and deer;
( | |  devastat6The only gold medal trou t fishery 
in  the area,- (4) create air and w ater pollution 
from the coal-fired power plant needed to 
pum p the w ater uphillB5 (Severely im pact a 
thriving w hitew ater industry and bankrupt 
num erous com m ercial river outfitters; and (6) 
engulf hundreds of ̂ B b lo B id ia n  burial sites.

ALP would have died years ago if in  the 
1980s project proponents had not convinced 
two Indian tribes B the Southern Utes and 
U te M ountain U tes^M to ifee ALP w atem s 1̂ * 
part of tribal water claims*-settlements. Link­
ing ALP to the tribal claims breathed new life 

S n to  the otherwise politically defeated project. 
Even though its proponents now claim ALP i&fc 
an "Indian only" project, just 57% ibi the water 
would go to the tribes — the rest would go' to 
local m unicipalities and likely feed future 
sprawl development in the area. Further, the 
2000 leg isR fon  did not deauthorizC the origi­
nal ALP, causing m any to feaT that the scaled- 
down version ds simply a stepping stone for a 
m uch more extensive and damaging project 
tha t would divert water from the upper p% age 

f i^ e rv o ir  into th e lH K ^ ta  R iv ji Basin.
The $450 m illion project is a waste of hard- 

earned Am erican tax  dollarsB - and has never 
had a benefit-cost analysis. Bureau of Recla­
m ation analysis for a previous version of ALP 
found tha t the project would return  just 36 
cents for every dollar spent — a ratio tha t vio­
lates the agencB -policB H H e Bureau now 
claims tha t ALP no longer requirepa benefit-  ̂
cCjst analySs because it is part of a tribal 
w ater righ ts^B tlem ent.
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T h e  A n i m a s  R i v e r  i s  t h e

C o l o r a d o  P l a t e a u ’ s

L A R G E S T  R E M A IN IN G  F R E E -  

F L O W I N G  R IV E R . IT S U P ­

P O R T S  TW O E N D A N G E R E D  

FI SH  S P E C I E S  ----  T HE  C O L ­

O R A D O  P1 K E M 1N N O W  A N D  

R A Z O R B A C K  S U C K E R .

W h a t  C a n  B e  D o n e
Although ALP has a new lease on life,;Ht is not 
too late to save the Animas River. The Ute 
tribal w ater rights should be honored in  an 
environm entally sounds hon-structural m an­
ner — the major com ponentsÿf w hich include 
funds to purchase tribal w ater rights and use 
of existing infrastructure to supplÿlâdditional 
w ater to the tribésjfBecause the  Bureau of 
Reclam ation has never fully investigated non- 
structural a lte rn a th ||3 p r com plejcd a benefit- 
cost analyses/ ALP opponents w ill h i l l y  fight 
the project in  court.

Congress should recognize ALP for w hat it 
is — a federallglsubsidized, environm entally ’ 
damaging w ater divS sion tha t will contribute 
to sp raw jlB an d  not appropriate funds to con­
struct this projéct. If Congress is s | | i 0gÿ about 
providing w ater for. the tribes, it m ust not 
build a project (w ith  no current benefiH  but 
rather should embrace a non-structural alter­
native to ALP that do^s not devastate one of 
the W estS  last free-flowing riys| |s .

P e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s
l  i z a b e t h  m a  c l i n  , American Rivers!' - J 

202-347-7550 x3014. emaelin@amrivers.org
D y l a n  N o r t o n , Sanfuan  Citizens Alliance: 
970-259-8156, dylan@frontier.net

M i c h a e l  b l a c k , Taxpayers for the Animas 
River: 970-385-4118, wccdgo@fone.net

j e r r y  s w i n g l E R % ir Corners Action Coali­
tion: 970-247-5797, ierswingle@ earthlink.net
S i l l  L a n c e  l o  ̂ B a x p ä ^ ^ ^ B r  Com m on 
Sense: 202-546-8500 xl05, iill@taxpaver.net
J o a n  m SILh e r n , Earthjustice Legal DefensgSl 
Fund:/202-667-4500 x223, imulhern@earthius-
WâÊÊÊÊM

E r i c h  p i c a , Priendsfêf th ^ E ^ M  2Q 2-78^H  
7400, ext.uS 9 fep A ^& l^ 6 rg ^4

L o r i  P o t t e r , Counâel for the Sierra ClubBR 
SJCA, TAR, and FCA(j| 303-296-9412, 
lpo tter@khgk. com

FOR LINKS TO MORE 
INFORMATION OR TO TAKE 
a c t i o n :

WWW. AM ER I C A N  R I V E R S . O R G  

/ M O S T E N D A N G E R S D  

/ A N I M A S 2 0 0 1 . HTM
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mailto:dylan@frontier.net
mailto:wccdgo@fone.net
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W a s h i n g t o n

L E W I S  R I V E R , E A S T F  O R K
T h r e a t : G r a v e m m in in g  o I ® a t i o n s  i n  flooJ1B,a i n

E x p a n d i n g  g r a v e l  m i n i n g

OPERATIONS WOULD REMOVE 

SEVERAL MILLION TONS OF 

GRAVEL, THREATENING LOCAL 

EFFORTS TO PROTECT AND 

RESTORE THE RIVER.

S u m m a r y
A proposed 4,000-ton a day gravel m ine expan­
sion along the East Fork of the Lewis River in 
W ashington state threatens crucial spawning 
and ream lg habitat for thred ||pecies offfalmon 
that arefplsjed as threatened under the Endan­
gered Specif'A ct.' PriyStfl landowners and local 
governm ents hayll invested hundreds of hours 
of labor and over ten  m illion dollars to pre- 

IlllJrve and restore salm on habitat § |  the river, " 
one of the last free-flowing rivers in  ffie/entire 
Colum bia River basin. The proposal m ust clear 
thre|Jhurdles thislyear, and federal/ s|ate, and 
county officials w ill accept p u b liS h p u t as 
they determ ine w hether or not to allow the 
proposed expansiB |lB

T h e  R i v e r
R B I  East Fork of thefflewis River flows em er­

ald green o u t^ f  the rugged terrain of the Gif­
ford Pinchot N ational Forest. The river is 
e n tire »  .undammed a n d B  a major groundwater 
recharge area for key aquifers. Fly-fishing leg­
end Gary Loomis has stalked trophy steelhead 

' ■' on th ^ f lw ip  R iv^S vhich-a^)^:boast- • 
/  ed one of the best chum  salm oiB

gj— r uns  in  the lower Colum bia 
basin.

V" -' ' ?+-'•. The salmoij^ m d steel-
are now shadows.

[ «  v : of their form er selves, but
conservationists believe tha t 

W  the undam m ed East Fork has 
the potential tdjsupport vibrant 

fisheriellonce again and it has been identified 
as/ a high priority |||rea fdr recovery of threat- 
enedMalmon species. G overnm ent | | id  n o i^ B  
profit organizations have acquired and are 
restoring some 2,500 acres of habitat piL the 
East Fork river valley, w hich is also hom e to a 
wide variefy^pf w ild lifS fic lu d in g  waterfowl,)/' 
eagle^ ospreys, herons, coyotefg and o tt^ s t 'i

T h e  R i s k
The East Fork has yfet to recpySr from gravel 
m ining accidents in  the recent past. During a 
flood in  1996, thejliver flooded m ining pits not 
far from the proposed site. This changed the 
river's course, destroyed ¡¡¡000 feet of prim e 

S alm on spawning habitat, and formed a maze

■ ■

of warm-wateflponds where salm on predato j j»  
flourish. G eologist® ay tha t it w ill take oyer 
'ip  years for thefi^&t »Fork to" re turn  to its p r ^ B  
1996 condition.

Despijgb this unf or tu n a ®  track record, the 
same m ine operator plans to expand operations 

¿and recently persuaded the Federal Emergency 
M anagem ent Agency^to redraw the East Fork's 
100-year floodplain so tha t its proposed expang 
sion;n;ow lies one foot outside the boundary. 
Having circum vented the local county's ban on 
m ining operations in  such areas, the operator 

¡¡¡Bnow proposing to metre than double their 
current operations and remove several m illion 
to w  of gravel — threatening even more critical 
habitafoy

The W ashington D epartm ent of Fish and 
Wildlife has warned that the expanded gravel 
m ining operation is a "serious threat" to 
salmon recovery. There is no reason to assume 
that the problems caw ed by previous activities' 
would not reoccur at the new site, which adjoin 

|§ven  m ore sensitive and im portant habitat.

W h a t  C a n  B e  D o n e
Three key decisions in  2001 will d e te rm in e^
w h e th || the m ine expansion will go forward:

■ Firsts the company m ust secure the transfer 
of disputed w ater rights) as the m ining opera­
tions cannot be expanded w ithout using more

J I

_________ii

n iiiiii m  i l l  i M T i j r ^  
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T h e  E a s t  F o r k  o f  t h e  

L e w i s  R i v e r  i s  e n t i r e l y

UNDAMMED AND PROVIDES 

SPAWNING AND REARING 

HABITAT FOR THREE SPECIES  

OF THREATENED SALMON.

river and groundwater for pum ping and w ash­
ing the gravel. ThHcompany has applied to 
the W ashington ■ ¡Department of, Ecology for a 
special expedited review of this tran sf ||^an d  a 
decision is expected in  early 2001.

■ Second; the m ining company m ust receive 
perm ission from the N ational M arine Fish­
eries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to move forw ard w ith  the expansion 
because the expansion may harm  P't.akewBifl 
threatened species. Although the company has 
subm itted a plan to federal agencies tha t 
would allegedly m inim ize the harm , Washing­
ton state resource agencies believe it w ill not 
be adequate; The federal agencie^ate expected 
to act on the proposal in  the sum m er of 2001.
■ Third, the m ining company m ust also 
obtain p^ |m ission from Clark County for the 
expanded m ine siteHfflBcom pany has subm it­
ted a  draft Environm ental Impact Statem ent 
to the county for the expansion. Aft dr the 
county re lease ||the  draft,, the county y^ill take 
public  com m ent and then d e c iS  w hether or 
not to allow the m ine expansion to proceed.

Public opinion can effect these decisions. It 
f j  im perative tha t the N ational M arin^ B sh- 
e riS S erv ice , the MS. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
ivice,>the W ashington D epartm ent o » |b lo g y , 
and Clark C ounty hear,, from concerned éiti- 
zens tha t it is clearly not in the public interest 
to allow the East T lrk  of the Lewis — and thé®

^pdOifes it supportsjfS ïç be placed in peril by 
this unwise m ine expansiffn!^

P e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s
D a v i d  m o r y c , American Rivers, 
206-213-0330, dmorvc@amrivers.org
R i c h a r d  D y r l a n d B riends of the East 
Fork,||60-88 7-0866, toppacif @teleport. com
J a c k  K a e d i n g , Fish F irs t^ 6 0 -2 l5 ^6 5 1 , 
ikaeding@teleport.com

F o r  l i n k s  t o  m o r e

INFORMATION OR TO TAKE
a c t i o n :

W W W . A M E R I C A N R I V E R S . O R G  

/ M O S T E N D A N G E R E D  

/ E A S T F O R K L E W I S 2 0 0 1 . HTM
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Vi r g i n i a

T h e  P a i n e  R u n ’s  f a m o u s

BROOK TROUT POPULATION

COULD BE LOST FOREVER

DUE TO ACID RAIN CAUSED

BY COAL-FIRED COAL PLANTS

in  O h i o  a n d  T e n n e s s e e .

P a  i —  N
T hreat:. A cid ra i| 1 |

S u m m a r y

Paine H un  in  Virginia'§|Shenandoah N ational 
'Parle and other m ountain  stream s and rivers 
throughout the M id-Atlantic are beingfelowly 
tóifipd by acid rain blow ing in  from old coal- 
fired power p lan ta in  the Ohip and T ennesseéS  

alleys. Congress has an opportunity to p a É H  
legislatiom|tequiring th e » lla n tS :  to be brought 
up to m odern environm ental S a n d a rd sH H  
emissionsfof these pollutants jaré no t reduced 
b y | H  in the next few years, Paine Run, 
along ¡with num erous other stream s In Vir*- * 
ginia S d 'th ro u g h o u t the Appalachian m oun­
tains);will become too acidilfio  sustain wild 
brook trou t populations.

T h e  R i v e r
f ra m e  Run and itstneighboring m ountain  
S tream s are know n throughout the country as. 
B b m e  of the finest habitat .for native brook 

trou t in  the IgpLted S ta teS  drawing 
anglers from around the country in 

search of the ilftréasing lw are  fish­
ing experience th |S e beautiful fish 
offer. As it m akfff its way down the 

\%éStern flank of the Blue Ridge, 
■ P a in e  Run picks up several sm all 

stream s before Emptying into the South River 
on the valley floor near the tow n M lftrottoe.^fc 
A lthough the area is among the most)scehic 
on the East p o a s t, the forested wateriMed is 
heayily .'streSed by pollution. Paine R un,H  
w hich once held H  m any 11 eight different 

Jgpeqies of fish,, is now hom eSo j u l  three.

T h e  R i s k
Established to protect its unique com bination 
of historicM tructure^K cenic m oun^ainSand 
clear m ountain  stream K  Shenandoah N ational 

|P a rk ||s  one of the mojst popular parks in  the 
country.HJnfortunately, it IS also the ffecónd 
m ost heavily polluted. TOownwind from coal 
pla|Rs in  the Ohio and TennesJ¡be Valleys, the 
park and i« r iv e rs  are suffering from the ill 
effects of burning coal, including, o zonS ac id  
rain, and smog concentrations tha t occasional­
ly  ifgpfeed tha t of the region,(s major ¿itiesT!-*'

Our nation 's principal enerjp^ource — coal 
B is  also the  dirtiest,R m itting  trem endous 
am ounts (sulfur dioxidef(5 (ffl and nitrogen

oxides (fsFpll w hich Re-'transformed in te t j ’ 
acids in  the atm ospher^and can tra v e llin g  
distances before they return  to the surface as 

w |J d  rain, jjLOm m ist, o£ fo g .^ ^ H im p a || of 
acid rain orilPaine Run and neighboring 
streanisris very well understood. According to 
a recent study conducted by the/U niversity of 
Virginia (UVA),: out of 304 Virginian t r o u g f  
stream sA six percent are currently too acidic to 
host reproducing populations of broofeitrout. 
| » L  1993, Am erican R ifats identified the St. 

Mary's River in the nearby George W ashing­
ton N ational B re s t  as one of the m ost th rea t­
ened rivers) in  the country because of the 
damage it had suffered from acid rain. The St. 
Mary's h a B f rc e  become too acidic to hoft 

Keif-sustaining trou t populations, and the 
Forest] Service has; resorted to dosing the river 
w ith  m aB ive am ounts of lim |S tone in  ail 
effort to reduce the stream 's acidity and 
restore its fishery.

Even if the 1990 Am endm ents to the Clean 
Air Act (CAA) m | j t  their goal of reducing 
sulfur dioxide emissions by 40% below 1984 
levels, P a in e  Run, along w ith  M j|l of 
Virginia's ̂ mountain tro u t streams, will join 
the St. Mary's and become too acidic to sup­
port brook trout by 2041, according to the 
researchers. The researcher^' models suggest it

■ llif
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w ill take a reduction in sulfur dioxide em is­
sion! of approximately 70°/o^hom  1991 levels® 
to sustain these, stream ® ability to support life.

W h a t  C a n  B e  D o n e :
mo protect Paine Run and the m ountain 
stream s of the mid-Atlantic,; Congress m ust 
i|re n g th e n  laws to restrict pollution from 
coal-burning power p la n t» — by 70% b e lo v t^  
1991 levelilaccording to University models. 
Even deeper cuts may be necfiSsary to allow 
stream s tha t have already suffered from high 
acidity to recover.

Older coal-fired power plants are not sub­
ject to the same emissions, requirements? 
m odern plants, and consequently pm it four to 
ten  tim es as m uch pollution as m odern plants. 
A straightforward way of achieving thetsq cuts „ 
would be legislation to bring older, coal-burn­
ing power plants up to m odern emissions 
standards.

Several bills m ®  be introduced in  G’ongress 
thisvi^fgLon tha t would a d d r^ S h « e d u c t io n  
of S0 2 and NQ>X emissions. Swift passage , 
would help ensure tha t future,generations of 
Americans can benefit from a Shenandoah 
N ational Park tha t fulfill&its m ission of con-, 
serving 7/the Scenery and the natural and h is­
toric objects and the wildlife th e re in ^ ®

P e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s

S t e v e  H i g g s , American fflyers: 202'-S47§|l| 
7550 x 3012, shiggs@amrivers.org

L e o n  s z e p t y c k | J | Trout U nlim ited: 804-984- 
4919, lszeptvcki@tu.org

A n g e l a  m e n  e g  a y , Souther r^ n v iro n m p n ta l 
Law Center: 804-977-4090, amenegav@ 
selcva.ofg" ,

S o u t h  ' F o r k  S h e n

' w v; / tsli ̂  r i i k WÈÈÈÈm ̂

S h e n a n d o a h

N a t i o n a l

P a i n e  R u n

T h e  P a i n e  R u n ’s  b r o o k  

t r o u t  f i s h i n g  o p p o r t u n i ­

t i e s  ATTRACT ANGLERS FROM 

ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

F O r B i N K S  TO MORE  

IN F O R M A T IO N  OR TO T AK E  

a c t i o n :

W W W . A M E R I C A N R I V E R S . O R G  

/ M O S T E N D A N G E R E D  

/ P A I N E R U N 2 0 0 1  .HTM

a n d o a h  R i v e r
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ABOVE AND UPPER RIGHT:

T h e  H a c k e n s a c k - M e a d o w -

LANDS ESTUARY SU PPORTS  

5 5  RARE BIRD AND 2 9  RARE 

FISH SPECIES .

R i g h t : D e v e l o p m e n t

PRESSURE IS DEGRADING THE 

RIVER AND THE ESTUARY.

H a c k e n s a c k  R i v e r
T h r e a t : U rban  D e v e l o p m e m

S u m m a r y
T he Hackenshck River and the Meadowlands 
in New York and New Jersey face rap id ly^S a- 
lating de ||(ftp m en t pressure tha t threatens to 
destroy a significant portion j|§ the la rg e s®  
block of wetlands left in  the region and 
incif&se, the am ount of pollution entering 
reservoirs tha t supply drinking w ater for one 
m illion people. This year? federal, state^and 
local a u th o r i ty  m ust dem onstrate resolve to 
prote^t«l%| river from an unpopular proposal 
to construct an enorm ous shopping? entertain- 
m en t/an d  offiSIpom plex and talceflteps to 
slow new developments ;w * c h  are ,multiply^|§ 
ipg on the reserycfM upriver.

T h e  R i v e r
Flowing right through the heart of the New, 
York City M etropolitan area, the Hackensack 
'River winds south from Rockland Countyp* 
New York, into New Jersey w h p |M | emptf t l l i  
into Newark Bay.-The river's estuary -^?the 
MeadowlandfSMgs the last large block of open 
space in this densely populated region. 
A lthough m ost of the Meadowlands' original 
w hite cedar^swamps have been replaced w ith  
phragmites (a com m on reed), the area still sup­
ports a remarkable diversity and concentration 
of birds, fish, and other anim al life^iftlud ing  
H v a re  and important%pe S S fef birds and®9 
rare1 or im portant s p e c i f  of fish. The area has

been designated Essential Fish H abitat by the 
N ational Marine Fisheries Service.

T h e  R i s k
O nc& om pr||jed  of roughly 21,000 acres of 
wetlands, open w a tS f ln d  lowland fCrests, the 
Meadowlands; has 
been reduced to about 
| | 000 acres of w et­
lands to d a S —B nd 
developm ent pressure 
is unrelenting. Since 
1995, the U.S. Envi­
ronm ental Protection 
Agenc J g TA), U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Hackensack M ead­
owlands HBvelopment Com m ission (HMDGJ, 
and the New Jersey D epartm ent of Environ­
m ental Protection have been developing a Spe­
cial AJSà M anagem ent Plan (SAMP) to guide 
development in  this ecologically sensitivJKÏ 
a re g T h e  current draft of the SAMP allows for 
465 acres of M eadowlands' rem aining w et­
lands to be filled for development and does 
no t impose lim its on im pac t!™  such'ajs pol­
luted runoff B- to surrounding wetlands. An 
Environm ental Im pact Statem ent for the 
SAMP has never been completed.

A developer haB pnce proposed to con­
struct an enorm ous ̂ hopping, entertainm ent JBj 
and office complex on 206 of those acres. B8HI 
addition to the outright destruction of a large 
block of habitat, the m all and its associated 
parking lots would produce large volum es of 
runoff, carrying high concentrations of pollu­
tion, such ds grease and heavy metals;, in to  an 
estim ated 300 acres of surrounding wetlands. 
A lthough thaETA  is leading developm ent of 
the SAMP, it has joined the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the N ational M arine Fish­
eries) Service in  opposing this development 
due i l l  severe im pacts on the entire M eadow­
lands ecosystem  and the ready availability of 
suitable alternative | | t ; e s  for the com plex^,5

The project cannot move forward un til the 
developer receives a perm it to fill the w et­
lands from tJBfcorps of E nginffli. During the 
preparation S a  draft Environm ental Impact 
S tatem ent fcÿ the developm ent last fall, the . 
Corps5 mceived 9,000 public to m m e n t^ ^ H
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8|§ J o f  w hich strongly objected to the project.
D evelopm ent pressure is also m ounting in 

the upper reaches of the river, and the forested 
buffers tha t historically surrounded the drink­
ing w ater reservoirs on the  upper river have ^  
been disappearing. The private company tha t 
owns and operates the local drinking w ater 
system  has created a real estate company to 
m arket these lands for development, and in 
places the buffers have bç&n reduced to strips^, 
only 50 £eqt|wide. The losj> and fragm entation 
of riverside habitat w ill result in  more pollu t­
ed stprm w ater and runoff reaching the reser- 
yqirs, threatening the quality and quantity  of t 
drinking water. Remaining margins of open 
space fB  local rfliden ts w ill alsqyyanish.

W h a t  C a n  b e  d o n e
Fédéral, statef and local agencies have com ­
pelling reasons to exercfieitheir authority  to 
prevent further damaging development and to 
strengthen protection of the H ackensack and 
the Meadowlands. The Corps of Engineers 
should heed the concerns tha t local Btizeng&v 
and federal and ¿fate agences expressed dur­
ing the preparation? of their Environm ental 
Im pact Statem ent and deny the perm it for the 
proposed shopping center development in  the 
wetlands. O ther m oré|èuitable(i s ) |ÿ  are readily 
/Available nearby and will bring jobs and

economic development to the verygfame 
fc m m u n itie sS i

The rem aining Meadowlands marshes 
should be given perm anent protection byjfed- , 
eral and/or state agencies, and the SAMP 
should be finalized w ith  the prim ary goal of 
conserving — not developing — the Meadow­
lands. The long-delayed Environm ental Impact 
Statem ent on the SAMP should be teyiyed and 
com pleted through an open and pub®,, 
p row H y'I’he agencies involved in developing 
the SAMP should set an explicit ;:s$tandard of 
allowing development only if it can-be derhon- 
strated to be compatible w ith  protecting the 
estuary.

Local com m unitlls  along the upper H ack­
ensack River's rem aining fjggit buffers should 
act to protect the habitat tha t protects their 
drinking water: Riparian forests and other 
existing open space tracts w ith in  the w ater­
shed should be p ro tllte d  through such m eth ­
ods as land purchase, conservation ejjjsem ent^ 
and development Setbacks.

P e r s o n a l  C o n t a c t s  
B e t s y  o t t o , American Rivers, 202-347- 
7,§¡50, botto@amrivers. org
c a p t . b i l l  S h e e h a n , Hackensack Riverkeep- 
er, 201 -692-8440, captain@keeper.org
A n d y  w i l l n e r , N ‘Y /]^B aykeeper,i|iM 291 - 
0176. nvnibav@keeper.org
R e b e c c a  l u b o t , Hackensack Meadowlands 
Partnership, 973-353-3230, rebecca@meadow- 
landspartnership.org

R i c h a r d  K a n e , N eB  j|M §y Audubon 
S o « r^9 0 8 -7 6 6 -5 7 8 7

O n c e  c o m p r i s e d  o f  2 1 , 0 0 0

A C R E S  O F  W E T L A N D S ,  O P E N  

W A T E R ,  A N D  L O W L A N D  

F O R E S T S j V i f H E  IV lE A D O W -  

L A N D S  —  t h e  H a c k e n s a c k  

R i v e r ’s  e s t u a r y  — ■ h a s  

B E E N  R E D U C E D  T O  7 , 0 0 0  

A C R E S  T O D A Y ,  D U E  TO  D E V E L ­

O P M E N T .

F O R ' . i l Ä l i K S  TO  M O R E  

I N F O R M A T I O N  O R  TO  T A K E

a c t i o n :

W W W . A M E R I C A N R I V E R S . O R G  

/ M O S T E N D A N G E R E D  

/ H A C K E N S A C K 2 0 0 1 . H T M
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T h e  C a t a w b a  R i v e r  i s

T H R E A T E N E D  B Y  W A S T E W A T E R  

T R E A T M E N T  F A C I L I T I E S ,  P O O R  

R E G U L A T I O N  O F  E X I S T I N G  

S E W A G E  S Y S T E M S ,  A N D  

I N C R E A S E D  P O L L U T I O N  F R O M  

E R O S I O N  A N D  R U N O F F .

■ ■

C a t a w b a  R ê v e r
T h r e a t : La n |  D e v e l o p m e n t , Sewage  D is c h a r g e ^  a î m Kt ill s*/: 
W M M Î  W ith d ra w a ls

S u m m a r y
9 ^ H o s iv e  urban growth along the Catawba 
K liver in  Norm! and South Carolina threatens 4 

to  ̂ overwhelm th e  rweris capacity to provide®  
drinking w a ter,^B im ila te  sew ag^support 
w ildlife^and sërve the recreational l ip ids of 
C harlotte and growing com m unities through­
out the basin. The governm ents of N o m . and 
South Carolina mùsît take steps towards devel­

o p in g  Hcomprehifesive long-term  plan for 
managing the sharëjd resoifi;® Bpf the Catawba 
River. O therw ise continued "first-come-first- 

^ B v e d "  allocation of th e | | | |e r 's  finite 
resource! could well|fead to the Southeast's,,.. 

B iext "w ater w ar.^B

T h e  R i v e r
As tlw Ç ataw ba River d e fe n d s  from, m oun­
tains to the piedm ont, i t | t u f n ^ ^ u th  and p,as% 

^fflclosjiby  C harip® , N orth  Carolina — one 
of the fastgst’growing cities in  the country — 
beffee^|rfcsing the border into SouthlCarolina 
and em ptying into Ë^RetWa®:ee, just a half- 

R q u r  drive frorn^Bolumbia, South Carolina.
The rifijir, p rov i® i|hab ita t for abundant 
wildlife — including 50 fish species and the 

^^ te jd 's  la rg S t colony of the rare Rocky Shoals 
Spider Lib^gÉJnd is *a popular d |à in M io n  for - 
boatirs and anglers.

A rchafflogical a n i i is tq r ic a l  sites along 
the river indicate tha t peoplëïhâÿfe depended 
qn the Catawba River £pr o v ^ S 0,000 years^^H  
but never j|p m any lÉÉlodavI* According to one 
estim ate, the region's population ist increasing 
by more than  200,000 peoplè^pÿr decade. 
Therjé|||<^Sl dams along thé CStawba, iand 

mg** just one of its
reservcpMpro-

IIMI® vides drinking
I B  w ater for 8% of

t îe Pe°p le S
i f  N orth  Carolina,
i n  ' B n w K j f w  bu t cities and

per-
I ' ■ ^ 3 1  m iS to  discharge
* mor e  than  175
■  - , m illion gallons of
■  BHM H M B M B B H  pollution into the
gi w atershed daily

— and tha t iffimber is expected to  double 
w ith in  the next ten  yea^Xvj

T h e  R i s k
| H e  greatest risk to the, Catawba River's 
fu tu re ii| tha t development w ill continue to 
race forward w ithout protection of irreplace­
able llllm rces  and w ithout a fair and compre­
hensive allocation of stream  flows to 
com peting u s e ! « | |e n  as the growing popula­
tion  demands more drinking water, the rivepf * 
is threatened by proposalsvto expand the n u m ­
ber of w astew ater treatm ent facilities, poor 
regulation of existing sewageisMstems, and 
increased pollution from runoff and erosion, 
as the river's,scarce flow^s.decrease even more.

Five large w astew ater plant expansions are 
under construction or on the drawing board, 
and C harlotte I __________

l i g i
W B Ê U

u w m
* p >p

u

area business
in ter ¿|ps pro- ^ _ _
pose to install 
largd'sewer 

dipes along a 
20-mile sw itch
of the Catawba ____________________________

H I  u fRiver to carry 
wastes down- IBIW ^^

S tre a m  to South Carolina. The. facilities would 
dump "as m uch 4  s 100 m illion gallons of trea t­
ed w aste per day Into one of the last free-flow­
ing  ̂segm ents of the river, and the sewer line 
w ould prom ote more sprawl, disrupt v a lu a b ly  
wildlifB h a b it l | along the riverbanlc, and could 
destroy historical and cultural treasures.

A large num ber of sm all w astew ater trea t­
m ent sysjthfns, along Catawba basin stream s,' 
threaten  the safety of w ater users, as well. 
Pumping station m alfunctions and sewe%|H©4 
overflows sent at least nine m illion gallons of 
untreated  hum an wastes into the Catawba 
basinjiast year. Sm all rS fden tia l treatm ent 
facilities know n 41 "package planfsBcould 
further exacerbate these probll j r a . due to poor 
m ain feh ^n j^an d  inadequate discharge quality 

S tandards.
The explosive developm ent along the 

Catawba has increased erosion and polluted 
runoff washing into the river, rftach day&gr 
approximately 40 acres of greefj space is
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cleared in  the C harlotte m etro region alone. 
The lack of proper stream -bank buffers and 
other runoff controls will further degrade thqpfv 
river and downstream  reservoirs.

W H A T C A N  BE DONE  
Citizens should encourage the Governors and 
legislators in  N orth  and South Carolina toi ::' 
build on recent efforts by local individuals and 
groups, such;ÿs the Catawba River Basin Con­
ference and Çatawba-W ateree .Relicensing 
Coalition, to form comprehensive plans to 
preserve and equitably share the river's f in if tH  
resources. Agreements betw een the states 
m ust include orderly processes for allocating 
w ater supplies, stream  flows, and waste assim ­
ilation capacities, to proteqj^aquatic sne^è 'sB  
and the interests of future generations.

The N orth  Carolina 
Environmental Manage­

m e n t  ‘Com m ission should 
adopt increased stream- 
side buffer mp n |l  for the 
river and it® rSbutarie^B  
before they lose the sta tu ­

tory authority to do so in July 2001. South 
Carolina m ust also im plem ent buffer rulffl in 
its portion of the Catawba River Basin.

South Carolina officials muslt not allow 
proposed regionafet^atm ent facilities to 
degracgl w ater q u a li tp  riparian h a b i t a t ^ ^  cul­
tural and historicflreasures. A lternatives for 
w aste disposal m ust be examined tha t do not 
foster urban sprawl and are l e | |  damaging to 

^ » p o r ta n t  resources.

N orth  Carolina D epartm ent of Environ­
m ent and N atural iB fpu rcB  officials* m ust 
grant petitions from citizenSMoIrevise perm its 
forBpackage plantsjgjdis charging tp Matawba 
Riy^r reservoirs. R ev is io n  should require 
additional safeguards,!«  hum an and environ­
m ental health, including increased m onitoring 
and reporting of fB ility  p e rfo rm a n c e^

p e r s o n a l . C o n t a c t s
D a v i d  s l i g h , American R iv e r» (42*265- 
7505, dsligh@amriver s.org
d o n n a  l i s e n b !  Catawba^Riverkeepfc-Vv 
(803) 789-7007, riverkeeper@InfoAve.Net 

h a r r y  Me m* igi a  n  , Wat er ©fa H o m e o w n ^ ^ B  
A ssoc ia tio n , (§03||p7-2600, hlcmcmillan 

@aol.com

F o r  l i n k s  t o  m o r e  

B u f o r  m  a t  I o  n  o r  t o  t a k e  

a c t i o n :

WWW. A M E R I C A N  R I V E R S . O R G  

/ M O S T E N D A N G E R E D  
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A m e r i c a n  R i v e r s
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Suite 720
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Phone (202) 3 4 7 g l|o  
Fax (2 o || 347-9240  

ffim ail : amriver s@amrivers. org

N o r t h w e s t  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e

,1 5 0  N ickerson Street 
Suite 311

Seattle, WA 98109  
Phone (206) 213-0330 ‘

Fax (206) 213-0334  
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S o u t h e a s t  F i e l d  O f f i c e
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Suite 2A

Chattanooga, T N  37403  
iP h o n e  (423), 265-7505 

Fax (423) 266-2558  
dsligh@amriver s . org

N o r t h e a s t  F i e l d  O f f i c e

20 Bayberry Road 
Glastonbury, CT 06033  

Phone (860) 6 ||-9 9 1 1  
Fax (860)'652-99Ì2  

lw ildm an@ am river»rg

N e b r a s k a  F i e l d  O f f i c e

M ill Towne Building 
650 J Street, Suite 400  

Lincoln, NE 68508 
Phone ( 403jjp477-7910  

Fax (402) 4 M 5 6 5  
csmith@amrivers.org

M o n t a n a  F i e l d  O f f i c e  

215 W oodland Estates 
Great Falls, M T 59404  

B h o n e  (406) 454-2076  
Fax (406) 454-2530  
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Q u a d  C i t i e s  F i e l d  O f f i c e

1111 ,6 W Third Street 
Suite 714

Davenport, IAH2801 
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Fax (319) 884-4511 
jstein@amrivers.org

C a l i f o r n i a  F i e l d  O f f i c e s

180 M ontgom ery S e t  
Suite 1725

San Francisco, G A  94104  
Phone (415) 627-6700 ext. 209 

Fax ( 4 l l f e 7 - 6 7 4 9  
■ msamet@ amrivers. org

Natural Heritage Institute* 
2140 Shattuck Avenue 

ÿ É |th  Floor 
Berkeley, CA 94704  

Phone (510)_ 644-2900 ext. ■ 9  
srothert@amriver s . org

Br in g in g  Rivers to  Life
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MICHAEL J. LILLY 
GIG A. TOLLEFSEN 
RIENNE H. McELYEA 
DANIEL R BUCKLEY 
JOHN T. GLOVER, JR.

OF COUNSEL:
BEN E. BERG. JR.

BERG, LILLY & TOLLEFSEN
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

A T T O R N E Y S  A T L A W
1 WEST MAI 

BOZEMAN, MT 597 1

E-MAIL: BERGFIRM@LAWYER.COM 
TELEPHONE: (406) 587-3 18 1 

FAX: (406) 587-3240

June 1, 2001

Mr. Bud Lilly 
2007 Sourdough Rd.
Bozeman,^MT 59715

Re: River Keeper/Consulting Agreement
Our File No. 4609-3

Dear Dad :

Please find enclosed youi. copies of the River Keeper Agreement 
and the Consulting Agreement. I will keep the originals in my 
file.

Best of luck,

Mike

MJL/ll

Enclosures
Ü1 

z

mailto:BERGFIRM@LAWYER.COM
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CONSULTING AGREEMENT

This Consulting Agreement made and entered into on this 

day of /w>*7 , 2001, by and between Cold Water Group, LLC, a

Montana limited liability company, with an address of 1807 West 

Dickerson, Ste. D, Bozeman, Montana 59715» hereinafter referred 

to as "CWG" and BUD LILLY, with an address of 2007 Sourdough 

Road, Bozeman, Montana 59715, hereinafter referred to as "Lilly."

RECITALS :

WHEREAS, CWG is engaged business of undertaking fishery 

restoration and enhancement projects as part of its real property 

developments; and

WHEREAS, CWG requires the services of a fishery consultant 

to provide advice on fishery restoration and enhancement; and

WHEREAS, Lilly has had a life long association with the 

coldwater fisheries in the Northern Rockies and possesses the 

requisite background, experience and qualifications to provide 

fishery consultant services; and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto are desirous of establishing a 

relationship of association and senior fishery consultant,,, and 

defining their respective rights and obligations by this 

Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and 

covenants contained herein, the parties mutually promise and
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covenant as follows:

lj.;̂ ENGAGEMENT. The CWG hereby engages Lilly as its senior 

fishery consultant to fulfill the responsibilities imposed upon 

that position as set forth herein. Lilly hereby agrees to accept 

the engagement as senior fishery consultant in. accordance with 

the terms and conditions of this Agreement.

2 .  SENIOR FISHERY CONSULTANT R E S P O N S IB IL IT IE S . As the 

senior fishery consultant retained by the CWG,;: Lilly shall have 

the following responsibilities:

(A) Consult and provide advice on the fishery 

rehabilitation and enhancement components of CWG's 

development projects and on locating and assessing candidate 

real property for projects.

(B) Promote the value of the restoration and 

enhancement components of CWG's projects where deemed 

appropriate by and in the discretion of Lilly.

(C) Lilly shall not be required by the CWG, or any 

person or entity affiliated with it, to engage in the sale 

of real property or otherwise fulfill the responsibilities 

of a real estate sales person or real estate sales broker, 

as those terms are defined by Montana law. Lilly shall not 

engage in the sale of real property or otherwise fulfill the 

responsibilities of a real estate sales person or real

2



estate sales broker, as those terms are defined by Montana

l a w f H

(D) Neither the CWG, nor any person or entity 

affiliated with it|| shall require Lilly to act as an 

outfitter or guide as those terms are defined by Montana 

law. Lilly shall not assume the responsibilities of an 

outfitter or a guide as those terms are defined by Montana 

law.

3 .  INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR. Lilly undertakes this contract 

as an independent contractor and not as an employee of the CWG. 

i|illy shall be responsible for paying all taxes, estimated taxes, 

fees or other assessments of any kind which are payable to any 

Federal, State, or local entity under all applicable laws 

resulting from compensation paid to Lilly under the terms of this 

Agreement.

4 .  USE OF NAME. Lilly's name and image may be utilized in 

connection with literature and other information provided to the 

public and prospective purchasers about the CWG's projects to the 

extent that he is being retained as the senior fishery consultant 

for CWG.

5 S  COMPENSATION. In connection with the senior fishery

consultant services provided hereunder, CWG shall pay Lilly a sum 

equal to one percent (1%) of the gross revenues of CWG actually
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received by CWG. Payments shall be made on a quarterly basis on

the first business day of each quarter, based on gross revenues 

received the previous quarter, commencing on October 1, 2001.

The term "gross revenues" shall mean all revenues generated 

by, but not limited to, sales or rentals of real property, 

consulting fees, and management fees.

6 ,  TERM. This Agreement shall be for an initial term of 

nine(9) years comprised of an initial three (3) year sub-term 

with two (2) additional renewable three (3) year sub-terms. The 

sub-terms shall automatically renew unless one of the parties 

gives written notification of the termination of this Agreement, 

in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement, to the other 

party at least ninety (90) days prior to the end of the current 

sub-term. This Agreement shall commence on the x ^ day of

V ________, 2001, and shall conclude, unless terminated

7 .  OPTION TO RENEW. CWG shall have the right to renew 

the initial term of this Agreement for an additional five (5) 

years at the end of the initial term. The five (5) year term 

shall be comprised of one initial one (1) year sub-term and four 

(4)additional one (1) year sub-terms to be renewed in accordance 

with the provisions of paragraph 6 above. In the event CWG 

intends to exercise said option to renew, it shall provide the

• 2 0 1 0
earlier, on the day of , -2 0 1 1 .

4



Lilly with written notice of said intention one hundred eighty 

(180) days prior to the date of termination of the initial term.

8 1 | EARLY TERMINATION. CWG and Lilly shall be entitled to 

terminate this Agreement at any time, with cause, provided they 

give each other written notice of said cause and the party 

receiving said notice fails to cure said cause within five (5) 

business days. Lilly may terminate this Agreement immediately 

for medical reasons upon receipt of directions from any qualified 

health care provider that the termination of said Agreement is 

required to protect the health of Lilly.

9 .  RECORDS. Lilly shall be entitled to receive and review 

CWG's income and expense records on a quarterly basis to verify 

the amount of income upon which his compensation has been 

calculated.

10. ADVANCE. CWG shall make a one time only advance of 

Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00) to Lilly within 

five (5) business days of the execution of this Agreement. Said 

amount shall be deducted from the compensation paid to Lilly 

pursuant to 1 5 above.

11. N O TIC ES. All notices required or permitted to be given 

under this Agreement shall be deemed to be properly given if 

delivered in writing personally or sent by registered or 

certified mail“? to the parties' address as set forth above, or
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such other address as may be furnished by one party to the other 

in writing. The date of mailing shall be deemed the date of 

giving such notice and service thereof.^

12» ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement represents the entire 

agreement of the parties. No other agreement, oral or written, 

exists between the parties.

13. ATTORNEY FEES. In the event it is necessary for any of 

the parties hereto to bring any action to enforce the terms and 

covenants of this Agreement, it is agreed that the prevailing 

party shall be entitled to reasonable attorney fees to be set by 

the Court. ; ,/*■

14'} BINDING EFFECT. All terms of this Agreement shall be 

binding upon and inure to the benefit of, and be enforceable by 

the heirs, assigns and personal representatives of the parties.

15. HEADINGS OF PARAGRAPHS. Headings of paragraphs in this 

instrument are for convenience only and do not apply to or affect 

the construction or any terms thereof.
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RIVER KEEPER AGREEMENT

This River Keeper Agreement made and entered into onjathis

2̂ ~day of V ______, 2001, by and between Baker Springs

Owners' Association, Inc.'/' a Montana nonprofit corporation, with 

an address of 13013 Frontage Road, Manhattan, MT 59741, 

hereinafter referred to as "Association," and BUD LILLY, with an 

address of 2007 Sourdough Road, Bozeman, Montana 59715, 

hereinafter referred to as "Lilly."
R E C ITA LS:

WHEREAS, the Association manages certain real property 

located in the County of Gallatin, State of Montana; and

WHEREAS, a house and other improvements are located upon the 

real property managed by the Association; and

WHEREAS, there are several streams and ponds, all comprising 

a quality fishery, located upon the real property managed by the 

Association; and
WHEREAS, the Association requires the services of a river 

keeper to oversee and protect its real property, improvements, 

and fishery; and
WHEREAS, Lilly has the requisite background, experience, and 

qualifications to fulfill||the Association's requirements of a 

river keeper; and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto are desirous of establishing a 

relationship oB association and river keeper, and defining their

1



respective rights and obligations by this Agreement.
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and 

covenants contained herein, the parties mutually promise and 

covenant as follows:
1 . TCwaAflTüMRtrp. The Association hereby engages Lilly as a 

river keeper to fulfill the responsibilities imposed upon that 

position as set forth herein.1, Lilly hereby agrees to accept the 

engagement as a river keeper in accordance with the terms and 

conditions of this Agreement.
2 . BTVF.P ktt.f p e r  R E S P O N S IB IL IT IE S . As the river keeper 

retained by the Association, Lilly shall have the following 

responsibilities : "
(A) He shall oversee the security of the Association's 

real property, improvements, and fishery, as well as its 

open .spacell In this regard, he shall report any breaches of 

security, make recommendations for the security of the 

property, and shall otherwise cooperate with the Association 

to assure that its real property,, improvements, and fishery 

remain in good condition and repair and are not used by non 

permitees and not abused by Association members or their 

invitees.
"(B) He shall advise the Associa|§-on and its agents 

with regard to management of the Association's fishery^
(Ç) He shall advise the Association, its members, and

2



invitees concerning fishing and fishing conditions on the 

real property as well as off the real property and within 

the greater Bozeman area.
(D) Lilly shall not be required by the Association, or 

any person or entity affiliated with it, to engage in the 

sale of real property or otherwise fulfill the 

responsibilities of a real estate sales person or real 

estate sales broker, as those terms are defined by Montana 

law. Lilly shall not engage in the sale of real'property or 

otherwise fulfill the responsibilities of a real estate 

sales person or real estate sales broker, as those terms are 

defined by Montana law.
(E) Neither the Association, nor any person or entity 

affiliated with it, shall require Lilly to act as an 

outfitter or guide as those terms are defined by Montana 

law... Lilly shall not assume the responsibilities of an 

outfitter or a guide as those ’terms are defined by Montana 

.law A
(F) Lilly undertakes this contract as an independent 

contractor and not as an employee of the Association. Lilly 

shall be responsible for paying all taxes, estimated taxes, 

fees or other assessments of any kind which are payable to 

any Federal® State, or local entity under all applicable 

laws resulting from compensation paid to Lilly under the

3



terms of this Agreement.

(G) The Association shall be responsible to procure 

liability insurance to protect Lilly from claims arising out 

of the performance of his duties under this Agreement.'

(H) Lilly's name may be utilized in connection with 

literature and other information provided to the public 

about the Baker Springs project to the extent that he is 

being retained as the river keeper for the project.

3. HOUSING. Lilly shall be required to live on site in 

the house located upon the real property managed by the 

Association» In this regard, Lilly shall be entitled to take 

routine vacations during the winter months (November 1 through 

March 30).

4. The Association shall provide the house located upon 

the real property to Lilly for his and his immediate family's 

occupancy^ Lilly shall be responsible for the cost of all power, 

phone, cable TV, and other utilities associated with his use of 

the house.

5. The Association shall be responsible for maintaining 

property casualty insurance insuring the house against loss. 

Lilly shall be responsible for maintaining a renter's policy of 

'.insurance insuring against loss of personal; property!

6. Lilly shall be responsible for performing all routine 

maintenance and upkeep on the house The Association shall be
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responsible for remodeling the house to provide for the following 

improvements:

Exterior siding, front and back decks, bathroom on the 

second floor, door to back deck and new roofing.

Thereafter,- the Association shallijbe responsible for all 

extraordinary maintenance and repairs to the house.

7. TERM. This Agreement shall be for an initial term of 

ten (10) years. This Agreement shall commence on the s  day of

a a » "J______  , 2001, and shall conclude, unless terminated
1 .0  I ^

earlier, on the ^ -5 day of _____ 2 0 H -.

8 .  OPTION TO RENEW. Lilly shall have the right to renew 

this Agreement for an additional five (5) years at the end of the 

initial term. In the event Lilly intends to exercise said option 

to renew, he shall provide the Association with written notice of 

said intention one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the date of 

termination of the initial term^l

9. FISH E R IE S USAGE. Lilly, his immediate family, and 

invitees, are entitled to use the fishery which is located upon 

the real property owned by the Association, so long as (fjilly is 

present at the time of said usage. Atj|no time may more than 

three (3) invitees accompany Lilly while fishing the fishery 

located upon the Association's real property.

10. EARLY TERMINATION. Lilly shall be entitled to 

terminate this Agreement at any time, without cause, provided he
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gives the Association written notice of said termination ninety 

(90) days in advance of the anticipated termination. Lilly may 

terminate this Agreement immediately for medical reasons upon 

receipt of directions from any qualified health care provider 

that the termination of said Agreement is required to protect the 

health of Lilly*

11. The Association shall have the right to assign their 

interest in the Agreement to the Cold Water Group, LLC. Lilly's 

rights under the Agreement shall not be affected by such 

assignment.

12. The Association may terminate this Agreement prior to 

its expiration date with cause. Cause shalg be defined to mean 

Lilly's willful failure to fulfill his responsibilities as 

defined herein and after written notice and failure to cure said 

deficiencies within thirty (30) days of said notice.

13. N O T IC E S. All notices required or permitted to be given 

under this Agreement shall be deemed to be properly given if 

delivered in writing personally or sent by registered or 

certified mail to the parties' address as set forth above, or 

such other address as may be furnished by one party to the other 

in writing. The date of mailing shall be deemed the date of 

giving such notice and service thereof.

1 4 .. ENTIRE a g r e e m e n t . This Agreement represents the entire

agreement of the parties. No other agreement, oral or written,
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exists between the parties*

1 5 . ATTORNEY F E E S. In the event it is necessary for any of

the parties hereto to bring any action to enforce the terms and 

covenants of this Agreement, it is agreed that the prevailing 

party shall be entitled to reasonable attorney fees to be set by 

the Court .;1''

.1 6 . BINDING EFFECT. All terms of this Agreement shall be

binding upon and inure to the benefit of, and be enforceable by 

the heirs, assigns and personal representatives of the parties. 

iy| headings OF PARAGRAPHS. Headings of paragraphs in this

instrument are for convenience only and do not apply to or affect 

the construction or any terms thereof.
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