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December 26, 1969

Red Davis
Sleepy H ollow
West Yellowstone, lMont,

L

Dear Red; W

Since c—ééing Nov, 1, I've been doing some work on my
atalog, I want to again solicit members for our
Yellowstone Trouters in this years catalog as I
d last year, Before I do though would 1t be possible
‘to do two things?

FPirst, write a report on fighing in our area this past
year and a brief forecast for the coming season and
second, write a letter to the Montana Fish snd Game Dept,
requesting that the rainbow trout formerly being planted
in the Madison river between Earthouake Lake =nd Meadow
Lake be stopped, That these trout be planted in Hebgen

Lake and the Gallstin river,

The district fisheries biologist here in Bozeman report
that the results of thelr electro-shocking fishing studies
on the Madison river in the Varney Bridge section and two
other 2 mile sections of the river upstream from here
show increased numbers of trout over the same studied
ereas the year before,

They conclude that these increases are due to more stable
water flows maintained in early spring and Ball by lMontana
Power Co, They do note however that some age groups of
trout do not carry over as they should and suspect that
the introduction of 8-12" hatchery rainbows into the Madison
may cause a decresse in wild trout numbers, It is the feeling
of the Montana F & G biologlists that no stocking would greatly
benefit the river in a year or two, These people have
extensive data over a li year period to substaniate their
conclusions,
In any event with continued release of less violent flows
limits at Hebgen Dam, the Montana Fish and Game Dept, expects
the Madison to show marked fishing improvement, This would
be of interest to West Yellowstone Trouters., Alsc the intro-
duction of the rainbow in to Hebgen Lake would help improve
angler success here, Studies show lake stocking many time
more successful than streams,

Also of interest to West Yellowstone Trouters will be proposed
fishing regulation chahges in Yellowstone Park again this
vear, The new regulztions have not been adopted, but it has
been suggested that trout under 16" be released, No grayling
may be kept and orly 3 cutthroat over 14" may be keot,

/

I would like $6 see some of this informstion included in an
extensive report to our club members, These club members

P\




could b ) ted to wrike letters supnorting this request
of Montana Fi h & Game to ask Federal Hatchery at Ennis to

cease and desist in the stocking of rainbow in the Madison

river sbove Meadow (Ennis) Lake

In studying a section of the Madison river below Meadow
Lake where flows are almost constant and no rainbow stocking
is done, they have found wild trout population double to
those upstream from Meadow Lake, The stream is essentially
the same type in both areas,

If any of this B,S, sounds worth whi I would hope that

a letter could be written to the F.,& G, making this request
and soliciting all the support for it we can from anyone,
I would also very c& favor a\reaort of some kind to members,
Many who paid the] ugL would like to hear from us,

During January, I'll be in Calif, talking to fishing clubs,
I intend to mention this to these groups and to ask for their
supvort if you agree to the move,

From my information this would be a good time to make this
request of the F, & G, They have stated through the papers
their intentions to simplify fishing and hunting regulations,
It would seem logicel to stop planting and reduce the limit,
Five trout is a good number,

Hope you and Marge are well and enjoying yourself,

I'11l be back in Bozeman the last of Janusry,

Sincerely:

Bud Lilly




