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Madison memories

By Bud Lilly
with Paul Schullery

y dad introduced me to the Madi-
M son in the summer of 1935, when I

was 10 years old. We lived in
Manhattan, where he was the local bar-
ber. One Sunday morning, we got up
early, piled into our 34 Chevy, and went
fishing. As on many later trips, we went
through Logan, up past the old buffalo
jump, on through to where we would hit
the river. That first time, we drove quite a
ways up into the canyon. I don’t remem-
ber much about the fishing on that trip,
but I do remember that the rattlesnakes
were as thick as flies.

Before World War II we could drive
way up into the Bear Trap. In about an
hour’s drive, we got to a place called the
Shadoan Cabin, which was quite a few
miles up, and a lot farther than you can
go now. It was spectacular and exciting
fishing, what with the huge rocks, big
deep pools, and dangerous wading.

In fact prior to WWII, the lower Madi- .

son was the only part of the river I was
even aware of. I kind of thought the
Madison was from Three Forks up to the
Bear Trap. But it was all the fishing any-
body needed.

Our most memorable trips to the
Madison before the War were during the
salmonfly emergence. Whether in the

Bear Trap or farther downstream, there
were great salmonfly hatches. One of my
favorite memories, one that I think is
representative of the fishing experience
back then, is of a trip we made in about
1939, when I was 14. As the local barber,
my father knew everybody in the area,
and had permission to fish from some of
the biggest property holders, like the
McDonald and Darlington ranches. Some
friends of ours were camped over there,
and we went over one evening to-have
supper with them, and to share the fish-
ing. It would be the worst kind of behav-
ior today, but in those days you kept
every big trout you got, and put them on
a string to show them off.

These fish were caught on the actual
live salmon flies. As much as I may have

. preferred fly fishing when it was practi-

cal, we weren't troubled by too many
refinements in tackle then, and with so
much live bait just hanging off the
bushes, it was easy to get into great fish-
ing. The river was usually off color at
least a little bit, so live bait seemed the
obvious choice anyway.

But I suppose my best memories of
those big fish on the lower Madison were
from the first few years after the War.
One of the first places I fished that first
season after the War was the Madison. In
June 1946, just after I got home, I went -
fishing over near the Greycliffs. Imagine

60 years of changes

yourself there back then, with hardly any
other fishermen for miles. The salmon
flies were dripping off the bushes, and
you’d just grab them as you needed
them. You'd put two on the hook, with a
big sinker a little ways up the line, then
throw it out there and let it bounce along
until something big grabbed it.

We caught a lot of big fish, up to a few

Bud Lilly, right, with Stanley Falkow, a fellow Montana TU Advisory Board member.

pounds’each, but the thing that stands out
in my mind now, almost 50 years later, is
the one fish Inever even gotalook at. I was
fishing along when something grabbed my
bait and without any hesitation just swam
to the other side of the river and parked
itself near the far bank. I couldn’t move it,
-even though I was using really heavy line,
continued on page 4

35th Annual TU National Convention in Bozeman Sépfem/oer 21-25

he Madison-Gallatin
I Chapter of Trout Unlim-

will be held, but TU also will
offer educational seminars on

The Wild Trout V convention also is set for

benefit auction.”
Please contact Dan Walker at

ited hopes to capitalize on
Montana’s blue-ribbon fishing
reputation and its popularity
since the release of A River Runs
Through It by playing host in
Bozeman, Mont., to one of the
largest four-day national TU
conventions to date.

Mark your calendar for Sep-
tember 21 to 25, 1994.

“We are taking a new ap-
proach to this year’s national
convention by transforming it
from the traditional business
meeting to a festive celebration
for wild trout and salmon,” said
Tom Anacker, co-chairman of
the host committee. “We hope
our area’s rich trout resource
and the increased interest in fly
fishing will be a major draw to
this year’s event.”

Of course business meetings

fly fishing, panel discussions
about the future of fishing in the
West and a number of festivities
that will make the event enjoy-
able to attend.

Tentatively scheduled events
for this year’s convention in-
clude a Western BBQ at the
Flying D Ranch on the Gallatin
River, fly fishing demonstra-
tions and clinics, a roast of fly-
fishing legend Bud Lilly, Na-
tional Conservation Banquet
and Auction, the traditional U.S.
Forest Service luncheon, re-
source issue presentations, the
National Resource Board meet-
ing, area bus tours of
Yellowstone National Park and
open days for all the September
fly fishing one can handle.

The committee suggests mak-
ing hotel reservations well in

Mammoth September 26-27. See story, page 8.

advance because of the limited
room available in Bozeman.
Members should call the Holi-
day Inn, GranTree Inn or Com-
fort Inn in Bozeman as soon as
possible for room reservations.
Specific activities are being fi-
nalized, but members, volun-
teers and board members are
encouraged to call the National
TU office at 1-800-805-4607 to
register for the convention. Reg-
istration forms also will appear
in the Summer 1994 issue of
Trout magazine.

Cost for early registration is
$30 through August 31, 1994,
and $40 afterwards. Activities
will be coordinated on a no-host
basis for the entire event. Benefit

banquet tickets may be pur-
chased through the national

office. Upon receipt of the mem-

ber registration information, a
packet will be sent out by the
local committee to the attendee.
Donations and sponsorship
support for the event will be

_ graciously accepted by the local

committee for events, seminars

~ and auctions.

' :
Our goal will be to raise -

more than $50,000 and provide
a setting for people to enjoy the
Big Sky State of Montana,”
Anacker said. “We would be
very interested in including a
donation of product or service
from local TU chapters in the

(406) 542-5470 regarding dona-
tions and sponsorships.

The September hatch on the
Madison and Yellowstone rivers
includes grasshoppers and cad-
dis, so register early and plant
yourself at the vice in prepara-
tion for the 35th Annual Na-
tional Convention.
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Advertise your business
or service in Trout Line and
reach more than 1,600
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members!

Ads must be camera
ready -- ready to place on the
page and be printed.

Sizes: One column inch is
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Call for other sizes and rates.

Ad deadline for the Fall 1994
issue is August 30.

Farling covering the state—and the issues

By Bruce Farling
Montana TU Executive Director

he most enjoyable part of

my first two months as

executive director for the
state council has been visiting
with our membership at chapter
programs, board meetings and
other gatherings. By mid-April I
had visited with the West Slope,
Big Blackfoot, Pat Barnes-Mis-
souri River, George Grant, Bitter
Root, Northwest, and Lewis and
Clark Chapters, as well as with
Libby’s Kootenai Flyfishers.

The ideas I've heard have
been valuable. The diversity of
opinion has been notable, to say
nothing of the fishing lies. If I

‘haven’t met with your chapter,

it’s either because I haven’t
heard back from you, or because
I've had a scheduling conflict.
We'll get together yet.

We now have a Montana TU

Trout Line is a publication of the Mon-
tana Council of Trout Unlimited, pub-
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everyone concerned about Montana's
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Articles, chapter updates, letters and
artwork related to the purposes and inter-
ests of the Montana Council and Trout
Unlimited are welcome. The editor re-
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submitted. Deadlinesarepublished ineach
previous issue.
© 1994 Montana Coundil of Trout Unlimited
Non-profit organizations may reproduce
material appearing herein, subject to au-
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Dear Ric Smith:

The Trout Line article regard-
ing the selection of Bruce
Farling as your executive direc-
tor made my day.

Your organization could do
no better than Bruce. I have
worked with Bruce as both a
Forest Service fisheries biologist
and district ranger for many
years, as well as a member and
chairman of the Rock Creek
Advisory Council. I can always
expect Bruce to ask the right
questions at the right time to
effect positive change in behalf
of natural resources. His pres-
ence has improved management
of many resources we have
dealt with together, notably
grazing and mining.

In working with him, I have
never seen him take an anti-
development stance unless it
could not be done responsibly.
He has insisted natural resource
protection have equal weight
with commodity production. He
is most effective because he
makes the effort to become very
familiar with the issues and
realistic alternatives before be-
coming involved.

In short, when Bruce speaks,
we had better all listen. He is a
true friend of our trout.

Sincerely,

Greg L. Munther, District Ranger,
Ninemile Ranger District,

Lolo National Forest :

A
Dear Ric Smith:

I want to commend you on
your selection of Bruce Farling
as executive director of TU. I've

cave, er, office. It’s small, but it’s
cheap. We're renting space from
the Nationial Wildlife Federation
in downtown Missoula. The
arrangement allows us to save
money through shared services
(1e. access to a copier, confer-
ence room and library re-
sources). |

I've also been working on
mternal planmqg d budgeting

trout. Along vﬁth Stan

‘Bradshaw, I’ve been moldmg

and selling proposals for in-
stream flow protection for the

> Letters to

had the opportunity to work
with Bruce on several river-
related matters. His ability to
focus on issues and work with a
variety of interest groups was
demonstrated during his tenure
with the Clark Fork-Pend
Oreille Coalition. This ability
also resulted in his selection to
the Upper Clark Fork Steering
Committee, which is wrestling
with the water allocation issue
at the headwaters of an impor-
tant river, combined with a
superfund site.

Most recently, I've worked
with Bruce on the Blackfoot
Challenge Steering Committee.
This group attempts to coordi-
nate resource-related informa-
tion regarding the Blackfoot
drainage, and acts as a clearing-
house for anyone needing assis-
tance with resource issues. I
certainly hope Bruce will find
time to continue with this en-
deavor, since he brings some
excellent insight into the chal-
lenges facing this river.

A matter rising to the surface
for discussion is the complex

‘issue of river-use allocation. I

know TU will be an important
player in reaching a workable
solution to this topic, and Bruce
will bring valuable tools to the table
to address this difficult task.

I certainly look forward to
working with Bruce on Region 2
issues and concerns, and please
have him contact me if I can be
of assistance.

Sincerely,

Rich Clough, Regional Supervisor
Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, Missoula

the Editor

Mail:
Box 7186
Missoula, MT 59807

upper Clark Fork, ideas that we
hope will open doors for us in
other drainages. Moreover, I'm
helping Trout Unlimited come
up with a unified approach on
some sticky river-crowding
issues, as well as reviewing and
commenting on proposed rules
that will profoundly affect wa-
ter quality protection through-
out Montana. That’s the short
list.

I've also been representing
TU in meetings with the Legisla-
ture, state and federal agencies
and Montana’s congressional
delegation. By mid-May I also

Bruce Farling, Executive Director
Montana State Council Trout Unlimited

Office:
240 N. Higgins #5
Missoula, MT 59801

e Phone & FAX (406) 543-0054 »

had provided presentations on a
number of resource topics at
several professional conferences
or workshops. Moreover, I've -
been working to increase the
visibility of our concerns with
national Trout Unlimited. Look
for an article on bull trout in an
upcoming issue of Trout maga-
zine.

I hope this work is helping on
the ground. In future Trout
Lines, Ill fill you in on hot is-
sues and what you can do to
help the council or specific
chapters. See you on the river

ok
Hatcheries Still Matter!
To the Editor:

Montana anglers have much
to be proud of. As the birthplace
of wild trout management,
Montana has affected trout
management across the nation.
Unfortunately, like many revo-
lutions it has created some back-
lash. Hatchery “bashing” has
taken its place at the anglers
forum right along with neo-
prene, catch-and-release, and
“the big one got away.” But
before the angling public throws
the baby out with the bath wa-
ter, let’s get something straight:
hatchery products have evolved
well beyond put-and-take.

A great example of undue
hatchery bashing was printed in
a recent Bozeman Daily wn l

Fund, (a co-petitioner for:
gered status of fluvial Arct‘le
grayling) derided the ongomg;

ling to the Big Hole River and; |

its native range. Carlton sj;atégh\\}\

which eventually supplied fish
for successful reintroductions.
(See Trout, Winter 1993 and
Autumn 1988 issues for the rest
of the story.)

These same experts, along
with the internationally re-
nowned Trout and Salmon Ge-
netics Lab at the University of
Montana, have been involved in
the Big Hole River Arctic Gray-
ling Recovery Project since its
inception. They have designed a
brood reserve program that will
maximize the genetic diversity
of the wild stock of Big Hole
grayling raised in Bozeman.
Progeny of the brood will be
used to re-introduce grayling
into their native range, as well
as to supplement the Big Hole
stock to get them back to stable
numbers where the population

CA T WS fend for itself.
Chronicle article. There, ]asper

wHatchenes and hatchery ex-
perts-are one important compo-
mgt’ of the recovery program
%or river dwelling grayling in

n,} Montana. Their role here in
program to restore Arctic gray-/; ? 1 7

Montana, and across the coun-
try, is changmg just as fisheries
management is changing. To

“You can’t recover a spegies .., :Athink that the Endangered Spe-

simply by dumping hatchery-
raised fish into another ecosystem.”
Actually, it happened, right
in Carlton’s backyard!
Colorado’s greenback cutthroat
was plucked from the brink of
extinction by none other than a
hatchery in Bozeman, the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Fish
Technology Center. Scientists
there used state-of-the-art tech-
niques to build a brood stock
from about 60 wild greenbacks,

cies Act or any legal maneuver-
ing will spare the grayling from
extinction is folly. Only a coop-
erative effort involving state-of-
the-art fisheries science with
agencies, anglers and agricul-
ture working together will spare
Montana’s grayling the fate of
the buffalo.

Sincerely,

Pat Byorth, Fisheries Biologist,
Montana Department of Fish,

Wildlife and Parks, Dillon -

2 Trout Line
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Chapter notes

_ Pat Barnes-Mo River Chapter - Helena

The Pat Barnes-Missouri River Chapter board members put on the
annual fund-raising banquet in May in Helena.

During the winter, the chapter had great programs that included
Neale Streeks on New Zealand; Wayne Hadley, FWP, on the Upper
Clark’s Fork; Dave Corcoran on Belize bone fishing; and Don Peters,
FWP, on the Big Blackfoot River. At press time, we had programs on
fishing in Russia and Alaska planned.

The board has worked with Roxann Lincoln, Water Quality Bu-
reau, State Department of Health and Environmental Sciences, on a
stream water pollution prevention plan on a mine not currently in
operation.

The chapter’s annual river cleanup on the Missouri took place
this spring, as did the chapter’s third Bob Jacklin Casting Clinic at
Spring Meadow Lake Park in Helena.

-Earl Dorsey, president

.  West Slope Chapter - Missoula

In April, the West Slope Chapter co-sponsored a meeting with the
Clark Fork-Pend Oreille Coalition on the natural resources damage
claim the state has with ARCO. The meeting was well attended and
informative. TU Executive Director Bruce Farling urged the state
people to use any dollars obtained for restoring damage to the Clark
Fork fishery after more than a century of mining.

The chapter will meet again in the fall, following its May fund-
raiser banquet in Missoula and after manning a booth at the second
annual Fly Fishing Fair, also in May.

-Steve Schombel, president

2  Northwest Chapter - Kalispell

The chapter planned to begin a project on Herrig Creek in mid-
May. This is an inlet stream to Little Bitterroot Lake. The project will
include volunteer help from chapter members, Plum Creek Lumber
Co., the Forest Service and Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

The project will involve stream rehab, fencing a large radius
along the creek, along with sediment removal and vegetation re-
planting along stream banks. The intent is to help a population of
rainbow trout trying to use this for a spawning area.

-Arvin Amundson, president

Bitter Root TU plans a riparian fencing project this summer on a

Bitter Root Chapter - Hamilton

section of Mill Creek, which empties into the Bitterroot River north ’

of Hamilton. The chapter awaits an environmental assessment on
the project, since it received funds from FWP to assist the project.

The chapter has been monitoring a problem caused this spring
when earthen dams on a private game farm failed, sending sedi-
ment into the Bitterroot River and a tributary. We also have been
sending a representative to a committee reviewing a county plan.

The chapter heard a talk on rod construction from Tom Morgan
of R.L. Winston Rod Co. of Twin Bridges, and held its second
women'’s fly casting clinic with Jennifer Smith of Bozeman.

Members participated with other local groups in playing host to a
free kids fishing clinic in early June.

-Ron Messer, president

Montana TU Advisory Board member Irv Weissman, left, Wise River's Complete Flyfisher guide Stuart
Decker and former USFS Northern Region Forester John Mumma, right, enjoy an intense discussion
of aquatic ecosystems prior to the MTU Council meeting May 28. Mumma received the 1994 Montana
TU Chairman's Award for Distinguished Service on.behalf of Montana's coldwater fisheries.

Marshall Bloom

MONTANA'S

Ph. (406) 222-2273
Box 1320 » 124-N. Main St. » Livingston, Mt 59047

1-800-814-2270
i largest and most complete selec-
tion of quality trout ﬂles and fly-tying” ‘fnaterials in the state.
- Winter Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.*Sun. 8a.m. to 4 p.m. -

Bitter Root TU battles jetskis

By Marshall Bloom

icture this scene: You've

hiked a mile down-

stream, tied on a #18
PMD and just seen the first
large rainbow dimple in the

- slack water below the sharp

bend in the river. You chuckle to
yourself as you watch the sun
playing on the Bitterroots, when
you hear what can only be a big
semi having engine trouble on
US 93 a good one-half mile
away. Abruptly, the noise gets
much louder, and around the
bend roars a miniature Millen-
nium Falcon piloted by Darth
Vader in a swimsuit. In horror,
you leap out of the way as a
roostertail of water collapses a
section of bank into the water
and as a kid floating down-
stream in an innertube capsizes
in the backwash.

The jetski zooms around the
next bend so quickly that only
by the smell of the exhaust, the
swelling wakes and the rever-

berating noise can you be sure
that something happened. And
as for the rising fish, forget it!
Downheartedly, you clip off the
fly, reel in and head back to the car.

A trout fishermen'’s night-
mare? Indeed not. This scene
was observed last year and is
likely to become more frequent
on rivers like the Bitterroot, -
Clark Fork and Blackfoot.

Bitter Root TU (BRTU), led by
former Chapter President Jack
Mauer, is trying to get a handle
on the situation before it gets
out of hand. They have written
to the Montana Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks
(MDFWP) and presented testi-
mony to the Fish and Game
Commission requesting limits
on the use of jet skis and jet
boats in Western Montana.
BRTU'’s letter acknowledged
that jet skis may have a valid
recreational use on lakes and
very large rivers, but their use
on rivers like the Bitterroot re-
sembles “having a skeet range
in the middle of a golf course.”

Fly Fish the Madison
with Gary LaFontaine & Craig Mathews

90-minute audio tape on where-to, how-to, & when-to fish one
of Montana’s favorite rivers. Includes map, hatch chart, & fly
pattern list. $13.95 plus $2 postage.

Call Greycliff at 1-800-874-4171 (mpT)

Also available: Henry's Fork, Yellowstone (in Park),
Upper Yellowstone (in Montana)

NG

The letter pointed out the “seri-
ous public safety hazard” on
small rivers where numerous
folks float downstream in ca-
noes, innertubes and rafts. Not
to mention that one jetski can
ruin the recreational experience
of everyone else on the stream!
Restrictions on jetskis are
being actively opposed by sev- -
eral hundred (so far) people
who have petitioned MDFWP
officials in Missoula. When a
similar issue developed several
years ago on the Yellowstone,
jetboat proponents greatly out-
numbered anglers at a hearing
in Livingston. The jetski propo-
nents will doubtless be sup-
ported by merchants who see an
expanding market for these
multi-thousand dollar machines.
In the absence of demon-
strated damage or public safety
problems, there currently is no
way to limit such watercraft for
what are called “social issues.”
However, largely at the urging
of TU, MDFWP is setting up a
working group of diverse inter-
ests to examine this issue, and
TU will be one of the participants.
BRTU is enlisting support
from other TU chapters and

‘sportsman groups and trying to

get an article in Flyfisherman
magazine. New legislation may
be needed to address “social
issues” like this on our streams.
Hearings may be set later this
year. If you see a meeting notice
or get asked to write a letter, be
sure to get involved. The fishing
that gets wrecked might be yours! .

Summer 1994
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ng| Madison memories

continued from page 1
probably 10- or 12-pound test.
Whatever it was, it just stayed
there until finally I pulled so hard
Ibroke the line. There’s no know-
ing how big a trout it was, of
course, though obviously itwas a
wholelotbigger than the three- or
four-pounders we were able to
land pretty quickly. It wasn’t un-
common in that period, particu-
larly up in the Bear Trap area, for
a good fisherman to catch a trout
of eight to 12 pounds.

ostalgia is a complicated
N thing, especially for those

of us who’ve since aban-
doned some of our old ways.
Many of us have gotten pretty
touchy about bait fishing on
today’s trout streams, but those
were different times, with differ-
entrules. I'd love to see that qual-
ity of fishing come back so we
could try it with all the wonderful
new fly-fishing gear and fly pat-
terns we prefer now. We fished
with the live salmon flies early in
the season, and we often used
sculpin, which were deadly, par-
ticularly up in the Bear Trap. we
did do some fly fishing, but in
those days, youjustadjusted your
methodstosuit the circumstances,
and had no twinges of conscience
whatever method you used.

The times were much simpler,
and the only goal was to catch a
big one, and then another. If fly
fishing didn’tseem practical, we’'d
sometimes start with a big gob of
worms, fishing with it just long
enough to catch anice big sucker.
Then we’d filet the sucker and cut
outsections aboutan inch square.
We’d leave the skin on those
pieces, because it was strong and
would hold thehook. We’d weight

the line with a big sinker,
throw it out there into a big
hole and just wait. If you [§
didn’thang up on the bottom
sometimes, you weren’t do-
ing it right. Often, we’d usea
fly rod, because if the bait is
moving along in the current,
your control is better with a
fly line.

But fly fishing gave us
plenty of great moments too,
as flies were developed to
match the local insects, espe-
cially the salmonflies.

As a boy, when I wasn’t
fishing I was playing base-
ball on the local team. Once,
around the Fourth of July in
1946, we had a game in Ennis. A
guy on the other team was Jack
Scully, who would become one of
the longtime local fishermen and
businessmen. He suggested that
when the game ended, we should
go down to the channels, just out-
side of town, and do a little fish-
ing. So about 4 o’clock we went
down, and sure enough, the
salmonflies were out. Jack had a
new fly, oneI’d never seenbefore,
called the Bloody Butcher.Ididn’t
really even understand about dry
flies at the time, and I’'m not sure
Jack did, but we bought six of
these and learned fast. Salmonflies
hung like bunches of grapes from
the willows along the stream, so
we castas farunder thosebranches
as we could and then held on. We
didn’tworry much aboutkeeping
thefly afloat,and it certainly didn’t
matter to the trout. That was what
wethoughtofasasalmonfly imita-
tion until we saw the Bunyan Bug.

Norman Means, a Missoula fly
tier, had developed the series of
flies he called Bunyan Bugs in
about 1927. They were

wood-bodied flies
with horsehair wings;
the bodies were
painted variouscolors,
including those of the
salmonfly. They re-
cently became famous
all over again in
Norman Maclean’s
book A River Runs
Through It, when
Maclean describes his
firstlookatone. “Itook
one look atitand it felt
perfect.” Well, so did
the trout. I don’t re-
member fishing with
them until about 1943,
when a teacher friend
from Ennis and I
stopped at the local
tackle shop there and
bought some. They

Below Madison dam at Powerhouse. Trout
was about 30". Caught with fly rod in Bear

Trap Canyon ca. 1918.

Photo courtesy MSU Musem of the Rockies Archives fl oate d b eau ti fully
7

and the fish couldn’t
get enough of them. I
know they’vebeen tied

and sold again recently, and it
would be fun to give them an-
other try, to see if they still make
the fish feel perfect.

Even in the 1940s the Madison
hadn’t really been discovered by
the visiting fishermen. Most of
the fishermen werelocal. Another
sign of the times was the way we
looked at some of our fellow fish-
ermen. There were guys my dad
referred to as “BB’s,” which was
short for “those Butte bastards.”
Apparently, he didn’t like to see
people leaving their neighbor-
hood river and coming over and
crowding “his” streams. The BB’s,
who of course had just as much
righton the river as we did, loved
theJefferson up around Whitehall
and through the canyon,butsome-
times they’d leak down onto the
Madison and would just make
my dad furious.

t might interest today’s fish-
I ermen, who deal with much
more crowded conditions, to
know that half a century ago we
didn’talways welcome other fish-
ermen either. In A Trout’s Best
Friend, I explained that about this
same time, we were so spoiled
that we considered the river
crowded if we even saw another
fisherman near us. My dad used
to complain that he wouldn't fish
the Gallatin on the Fourth of July
weekend becausehe “didn’t want
to break off the tip of his rod in
somebody’s ass.” My dad had a
pretty strong sense of territorial-
ity.Ican’timagine what he would
think of the Madison today.

On returning to Montana, I got
a pre-med degree at Montana
State University in Bozeman,
which took some time and effort.
Somehow I found time to fish as
well -- usually the Gallatin or the
Madison from the Bear Trap into
the valley. The fishing during that
period on both rivers was very
good for me. My fly fishing was
the wet fly methods thatIlearned
from my dad, and it didn’t really
take much skill to catch fish.

However, over the years the

String of trout caught by Jim Safford of Three Forks from the Madison
in the 1920s. Note fly rods in back of car. Photo courtesy of Pat Barnes.

fishing deteriorated very notice-
ably on the “lower” Madison, as
we referred to it. The salmonflies
disappeared on all of the river
below the Bear Trap Canyon, and
the water temperature continued
to rise. The warm water during
the summer months of June
through early September has cre-
ated almosta zero fishery ascom-
pared to what I remember.

The dam creating Ennis Lake
appears to be a major factor in
altering the river ecology over the
years. The only periods in which
the river is a viable fishery are early
spring, falland winter.Thope thatby
lowering the water temperature a
few degrees during the summer
months, the fishing can be restored.

Year-round fishing on the
lower Madison would provide
many more miles of quality fish-
ing for the entire river, from
Hebgen Dam to the headwaters
of the Missouri. The additional
available river would spread the
fishing pressure and provide a
more quality experience.

The full recreational potential
of theMadison would havea very

positive effect on the local

economy as well. Three Forks, in
particular, has an emerging tour-
ism business. Quality trout fish-
ing is the number one attraction
for tourism in the entire area.

Montana is now a focal point
for people looking to relocate a
business, buy a home, or acquire
recreational property. This tran-
sitional period means adjustment
to change. With increasing de-
mands for energy, perhaps there
are ways to restore the fishing by
lowering water temperatures and
meeting the demands for more
power generation, too.

The future of Montana’s won-
derful trout streams is still within
our control. Better management,
with stream cleanup and restora-
tion where needed, is now recog-
nized asnecessary more thanever.
Itrust that planning for the Lower
Madison's future will give full

measure to trout and trout fishing. 3
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Perfect your ' bqsic cqsts Casting clinic from the R. L. Winston Rod Co. 1994 catalog

Winston Rod Co. has generously given Trout Line
permission to reprint its basic flycasting instruc-
tions from its 1994 R.L. Winston catalog.

By Mel Krieger and Tom Morgan

¢ Introduction ¢
Imost all of us can improve our fly
casting. A proficient caster will catch
more fish, attain greater satisfaction
from his equipment, and mostimportantly,
have more fun.

This clinic is an analysis of the basic
casting stroke that is the essence of all fly
casting. It also identifies and helps correct
the most common casting faults encoun-
tered by experienced as well as beginning
casters. When trying to improve your tech-
nique, you will be confronted by two im-
mediate problems. The first is to identify
your mistakes; the second is to determine
how to correct them.

The primary objective in fly casting is to
present the fly adesired distanceby casting
a weighted line. This is best done by prop-
erly applying the power to the rod to form
a correct loop in the line. This loop forces
the line to roll out and present the fly.

There are three correct loops illustrated
by Figure A.

When power is applied to the rod tip
over a wider arc, the loops become wider;
narrower loops are created by stopping the
rod in a higher position and by using a
narrower casting arc. Where you stop the
rod tip on your forward and back casts
determines the size of the loop. The size of
a loop is generally the difference between
the highest point of the rod travel and the
point where the tip stops.

It is important to be able to control and
to change the loop size to cover all fishing
conditions. Wide loops give you the low
line speed needed for delicate fishing. The
medium loop covers most fishing condi-
tions, providing a moderate line speed.
Narrow loops have the least air resistance
and the highestline speed. They are superb
forlong-distance casting, penetrating wind,
and presenting the fly accurately.

 Basic Casting Stroke ¢
Let us analyze a casting stroke that will
correctly position your rod to form these

Open from
We deliver g 5;:0
PROFESSIONAL| tEKITAGE m'ﬁfu;‘ :
printing! inting & Graphics by
appeintment.
1811 South Ave. W., Missoula, MT 59801
4 49-1430, FAX 549-9432

* Join us and float the Blue Ribbon -
MISSOURI RIVER with over 4,000 trout
per mile

+ Enjoy flyfishing for wild rainbows and
browns with great food and beautiful scenery

» Fish with mature professional guides that are
hand-picked to be friendly, knowledgeable,
hardworking and fun to be with.

Tim Plaska ¢ Outfitter
114 Forest Park Drive * Clancy, MT 59634
(406)933-5987

loops. The first step is to grip the rod prop-
erly. We recommend putting your thumb
on top or slightly to the side. These grips
arecomfortable and offerexcellent strength
and control.

Thetraditional clock faceis used toshow
the point where the rod stops. We have
separated the clock face to more accurately
depict the fly casting stroke.

* Back Cast *
(Figure B)

1. Start with the rod at 11 o’clock, the
forearm about 45 degrees and the wrist
depressed.

2. Pull the hand up and back to position 2.

3. Tilt the rod back stopping about 1

o’clock, position 3. Don’t permit the wrist

to open past 45 degrees.

Wait until the line has almost straight-
ened behind you. (Drifting the rod back
slightly after the loop is formed will im-
prove the timing and smoothness of the
forward cast.)

* Forward Cast ¢
(Figure C)

1. The rod is at 1 o’clock, the forearm is
vertical, the wrist is open to a maximum of
45 degrees, and the line has straightened.

2. Push the hand forward and slightly.
down as in position 2.

3. Tilt the rod forward stopping at about
11 o’clock to form your loop, position 3.
The wrist is depressed with the rod butt
almost touching the forearm. (As in the

back cast, when false casting, you may drift
the rod forward.)

From position 1 through 3, in
both thebackand forward casts,
the application of power must
be progressive, continuous,and
as smooth as possible. An aver-
age cast is from 11 to 1 o’clock.

G e

Vi

\

e Figure A »

.

Use a narrower stroke for very

short casts and a wider stroke
for long casts.

e Loops *
Figure D shows a correct
loop, a non-loop, and a tailing

loop. The two principal prob-
lems in fly casting resultinnon-

loopsand tailing or closed loops.

Correct Loop - A correctloop,
shaped like a tipped over “V” or
“U,” offers excellent control of
the fly lineand fly. These correct
loops are the result of a smooth,

even, continuous application of
power and a straight line path of the rod tip.
Non-Loop - You are moving the rod
through too wide an arc. You are dropping
the rod tip too low on both the back and
forward casts. you are not loading (bend-
ing) the rod sulfficiently. You are opening
your wrist past 45 degrees. The tip of the
rodistraveling inaconvex path. CORREC-
TION: Narrow the casting arc. Stop the rod
higher. Move your hand in a straighter

_ line. Maintain a controlled wrist, opening

it less than 45 degrees. Review Figures B
and C, stopping your rod as shown.
Tailing Loops - You are applying too
much power too soon in the forward stroke-
the most common error in casting. The

casting stroke isjerky. The casting stroke is
too short. The rod tip is traveling in a
concave path. CORRECTION: Apply the
power progressively. Apply the power
smoothly and continuously. Lengthen your
castingstroke. Thisis particularly true when
you are trying to make a distance cast. You
need to apply the power over a longer
period of time. This application of power is
the most difficult aspect of casting.

The back cast and forward cast should
be in a straight line with no side-to-side
wobble. With a controlled wrist, the line
should travel in the same direction and
parallel to the movement of the casting

v continued on page 7

SOAMMWEA Ty the Jolly Green Giant

From the Desk of :
The Yellowstone Fly Tie

on Mason of Alberton, Mont.,

sent the Yellowstone Fly Tier

“The Jolly Green Giant,” which is
a dragonfly nymph imitation. Ron says
that the pattern was originally devel-
oped in 1972 by Everett Caryl of Spo-
kane, Wash. However, Ron has modi-
fied the pattern to take advantage of
some of the new materials available
today.

Ron goes on to say that all but the
highest alpine lakes in Montana contain
dragonflies, many have them in abun-
dance. Between June and August, de-
pending on the elevation and weather,
the nymphs will migrate towards the
shore. They must climb out of the water
to shed their nymphal cases and com-
plete the transition to adult. It is during
this shoreward migration that they are
most vulnerable. No self-respecting
trout can turn down a meal like this.

The trout will generally cruise the
drop-off edges, waiting to ambush this
large and nutritious food source, as
nymphs migrate toward the shore.

Ron’s preferred fishing technique
employs the use of a floating line, a
long leader and a weighted JG Giant.

The Jolly Green Giant

He then casts over the drop-off edges
and uses a very slow hand-twist retrieve.
On occasion a short quick strip of 4 to 8
inches may be added.

In closing, Ron says, “The thrill of
watching trout zoom in to hit this pattern
in a gin clear lake is an experience that is
not quickly forgotten. The Jolly Green
Giant is one of the most effective patterns
that I have used in lakes that have viable
dragonfly populations.”

* JOLLY GREEN GIANT ¢

Hook: Mustad 9674

Sizes: 4-10

Thread: 6/0 Olive

Tails: Fibers from the lower back
feather of a ringneck pheasant. These
fibers are a bluish color and should be
tied in short, no longer than 1/4 the
length of the hook shank.

Body: Spun in a dubbing loop for a
nice full and shaggy look. ‘

The dubbing blend is made from
olive angora goat hair and olive
antron yarn, mixed 50/50. Tease the
yarn out, cut 3/8" strips and blend
with the angora goat.

NOTE: When wrapping the dub-
bing loop forward, comb back the
fibers with each wrap. This will
give the imitation a full and shaggy
appearance.

Collar: Natural ringneck pheasant
rump feather, 2 or 3 turns.

Head: Olive thread

I have also tied this pattern using
an olive krystal flash rib and with a
gold bead.

Enjoy & Good Fishin’,
Tle Yellowstone Fly Tien
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Pieces of the Puzzle

By Pat Byorth, FWP
Grayling Restoration Biologist

s described in the Summer -
61993 Trout Line, efforts to |
- years old. Fall 1993 surveys re-

- vealed a strong crop of yearling
. grayling, in spite of severe low
1991. Under the direction of the = flows in 1992. However, high
- flows in 1993 during incubation
- and hatching limited recruitment
of newly hatched fish into the .
. population. Consequently, until -
- conditions allow several consis-
* tentreproductive years, the popu- -
- lation is not likely to increase.
grayling, the working group re- g 604 stock & Reintroduction
cently completed a restoration -

plan that is being circulated for beengathered from Big Hole gray-

. ling and raised at the U. S. Fish

o - and Wildlife Service’s Fish Tech-
Hqiiung tie gbundance of giay . nology Centerin Bozeman: A por-

. tion of each year’s fish are re-
xelop aihecod siock, and fa begin . tained for brozd stock, while ex-

restore the Arctic grayling
population of the Big Hole River
have accelerated since September

Arctic Grayling Working Group,
a panel of fisheries experts from

state and federal agencies and -

private organizations, research
and projects are being done. To
meet the goal of conserving the
unique fluvial (stream-dwelling)

public comment. The plan spells
out a strategy: to define factors

ling in the Big Hole River, to de-
re-introducing grayling through-
of the puzzle” fallinto place, fish-

will be better able to ensure a

ing brief summaries of ongoing
projects will attest.

« Population Monitoring °

While grayling numbers de-
clined through the early 1980’s,
the population has recently stabi-

year crews with the Department

of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, have
surveyed sections of the Big Hole
River. The 1992 and 1993 spawn-
ing runs showed promise, as they
were dominated by fish over 3

Since 1988, fertilized eggs have

S S Sy - cess grayling have been used for
outtheirhistoricrange. As“pleces - ;421 reserves or reintroduc-

; d h - tions. A reserve stock also has
eries Managers anc Iesearciels . been maintained in a lake near

future for Montana’s unique flu- B
vial Arctic grayling. The pieces = .. T
are accumhulating as the follow-: tiated to test the survivability of

Reintroductions havebeen ini-

out the river and appeared to sur-

- Additional experimental reintro-
- ductions of 28,000 yearling gray-
- ling into the Gallatin and the East
~ GallatinRivers,and Cougar Creek
- in Yellowstone National Park took
- place in 1993 and in 1994. Biolo-
- gists will monitor these grayling
~ to improve strategies for reintro-
- ductions and for future enhance-
. ment of the Big Hole River popu-
- lation.

» Effects of Angling *
To investigate the potential in-
fluences of angling on Big Hole

- grayling, research is being con-
" ducted in three phases. The first
- phase s a creel census relying on
" voluntary angler responses,
- coupled with angler counts. This °
" information is used to determine .
- the distribution of fishing pres-
" sure and catch rates along the Big
- Hole River. The second phaseis a
- hooking mortality study, where
- grayling are caught on hook-and-
. line and held for a short time to
- determine the effectiveness of
. catch-and-release regulations.
- The final phase.is a review of
. electrofishing survey dataregard-
- ing the occurrence of hooking
. planted grayling, as well as to .
- expand the range as insurance
. against extinction. In July 1992,
- 5,000 yearling grayling were
. planted in the Gallatin River near
- Yellowstone National Park. They
. distributed themselves through-
lized at around 30 per mile. Each °
. vivethe winter in good condition.

scars in the grayling population.

- The threeaspects of the study will
. shed light on the ability of the
- grayling towithstand fishing pres-
. sure.Resultssuggest thatthe gray-
- ling population is not heavily ex-
. ploited and catch-and-release .
- regulationsadequately protectthe -
. population.

Biologist's Update of the Big Hole River
Grayling Restoration Project

MONTANAGRAYLING

* Thermal Effects ¢
The Big Hole River warms each

- summer to levels that may be
~ harmful to grayling and other
- salmonids. A study of the effects
. of warm temperatures on gray-
- ling was completed last summer
. at five stations along the river,
- and biologists have documented
. the conditions that the grayling
- endure. A laboratory study was
- conducted in May to determine
- what these thermal conditions
- might mean to grayling survival.
- The results indicate that in dry .
. years, like 1992, water tempera-
- tures reach critical levels for short
. periods that may cause stress and
- even mortality.

* Movements ¢

- tagged grayling during springand
. fall to monitor their movements.
- As part of the Recovery Project,
. 31 grayling also were fitted with
- radiotags during fall and winter

1992 and 1993. The information

- gathered so far indicates that the
. grayling congregatenear Wisdom
- for spawning,
* throughout the basin over sum-
. mer and fall, and seek out key
" habitats like springs and deep
. pools for the winter. Thus, gray-
- ling are capable of making long

redistribute

movements, which means their

- critical habitats may be spread
. outover theentire upper Big Hole
- Basin. Oncecritical seasonal habi-
. tatsareidentified, we maybe able
- to protect, restore and rehabili-

Since 1986 FWPbiologistshave - 2t e are

continued on page 7

Montana Council of Trout Unlimited: Statement of Policy

he Montana Council of
T Trout Unlimited is con-
cerned withhe preservation
and enhancement of cold water
fisheries. Preservation and en-
hancement of these fisheries nec-
essarily entail protection and en-
hancement of fisheries habitatand
watersheds. The health of the fish-
eries habitat and watersheds can
be directly or indirectly damaged
by a number of human activities.
Therefore, it is the policy of the
Montana Council of Trout Un-
limited to pursue protection for
cold water fisheries, their habitat,
and watersheds whenever they
are threatened. To this end, the
Montana council of Trout Unlim-
ited:

1. Encourages local chapter in-
volvement in the protection and
rehabilitation of fisheries, streams,
and watersheds within their re-
gions;

2. Assists local chapters in de-
veloping and presenting positions
on issues of concern within their
regions;

3. Works with local, state and

federal agencies for the protec-
tion and enhancement of cold
water fisheries;

4. Works with local, state and
federal legislators to develop and
supportlegislation that promotes
the protection and enhancement
of cold water fisheries and to op-
pose legislation that reduces the
protection of cold water fisheries;

5. Initiates and participates in
litigation before state and federal
courts in cases that involve cold
water fisheries, consistent with the
guidelines and procedures im-
posed by the national Trout Un-
limited and local chapters;

6. Actively defends the right of
public participation in the deci-
sion-making procedures of the
state and federal governments;
and

7.Works withallinvolved par-
ties to promote ecosystem ap-
proaches to river and lake fisher-
ies management.

The Montana Council of Trout
Unlimited views the following
major areas as having potential
impacts on the cold water fisheries:

Fisheries resources

Timber harvest

Wilderness

Riparian and aquatic habitat

protection

Mining

Off-stream water use

Water storage

Agricultural practices

Pesticides, including herbicides

0. Harvest of Salmonid popula-
tions .

11. Land use planning

ol bl

ol el m I

Therefore, the Montana Coun-
cil of Trout Unlimited supports
policies that:

1. Require grazing, logging,
mining and other land uses to
maintain water quality;

2.Opposelogging or other veg-
etative removal in riparian zones
unless these activities willenhance
riparian-dependent objectives;

3. Support the exercise of Best
Timber Management Practices;

4. Require development and
implementation of sedimentation
standards on streams below tim-

ber harvest activities;

5. Support the concept of cu-
mulative impacts on a watershed
containing coincidental private,
state and federal timber sales;

6. Support proposals that in-
clude the protection of headwater
fisheries when resolving the
roadless area dilemma;

7.Support themaintenanceand
strengthening of the Montana
Streambed Preservation Act;

8.Support the voluntary trans-
fer of water rights from off-stream
use to instream uses;

9.Supportall activities that will
increase instream flow;

10. Oppose out-of-state trans-
fers of water rights;

11. Support the implementa-
tion of proactive drought plan-
ning at the local level;

12. Support the protection and
maintenance of Montana’s wild
Salmonid species within their na-
tive ranges;

13. Oppose the further intro-
duction of exotic species outside
their native ranges where such
introduction would threaten ex-

isting Salmonid populations;

14. Support public education
for both youth and adult groups
to increase their knowledge of
Montana’s cold water fisheries;

15. Support the use of inte-
grated pestmanagement that pro-
tects water quality;

16: Promote fishing opportu-
nities for all anglers;

17. Support special harvest
regulation and fisheries manage-
ment that promote and enhance
wild and native troutpopulations;
and

18. Support land use planning
that preserves or enhances water
quality, fisheries, and natural sce-
nic beauty.

The Montana Council of Trout
Unlimited believes that litigation
involvementshould alwaysbe the
last option when all other options
have failed. %

This Statement of Policy of the Mon-
tana Council of Trout Unlimited was
adopted by the Council at Missoula,
Montana, March 10, 1991.
-Marshall E. Bloom, M.D., Chairman
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Montana Council

Trout Unlimited Directory

Chairman - Ric Smith
P.O. Box 1638

Polson, MT 59860

H: 887-2495 W: 883-5201

Executive Dir. - Bruce Farling
P.O. Box 7186

Missoula, MT 59807

273-0953

Vice Chair - Marshall Bloom
903 S. 4th St. Hamilton 59840
H: 363-3485 W: 363-9275

Secretary - Kirk Evenson
P.O. Box 1985

Great Falls, MT 59403
454-1384

Treasurer - Frank Cooper
1804 Beltview Dr.

Helena, MT 59601

H: 443-4535 W: 442-1040

Bitter Root Chapter
Ron Messer, President
330 Marshall Lane
Corvallis, MT 59828

H: 961-4533

Big Blackfoot Chapter
Becky Garland, President
P.O. Box 878

Lincoln, MT 59639

H: 362-4596

W: 362-4244

George Grant Chapter-
Scott Reynolds, President
Box 563

Butte, MT 59701

797-3361

Joe Brooks Chapter

Rod Walinchus, President
c/o TU Joe Brooks

P.O. Box 1378

Livingston, MT 59047

H: 222-8054

Kootenai Fly Fishers Chapter
Ray Ottulich, President
2047 Farm to Market Road
Libby, MT 59923

H: 293-9753

Madison-Gallatin Chapter
Bob Granger, President
3731 Stuckey Road
Bozeman, MT 59715
587-7246

Magic City Fly Fishers
Clair Brazington, President
P.O. Box 30274

Billings, MT 59107

H: 245-6894

W: 657-5702

Missouri River Flyfishers
Kirk Evenson, Vice President
P.O. Box 1985

Great Falls, MT 59403

W: 454-1384

Northwest Montana Chapter
Arvin Amundson, President
P.O. Box 644

Kalispell, MT 59901
257-1685

Pat Bames-Missouri River Chapter
Earl Dorsey, President

805 Mill Road

Helena, MT 59601

H: 443-2648

Snowy Mountain Chapter
Dave Salvi, President

144 15th Ave. South
Lewistown, MT 59457

H: 538-2138

West Slope Chapter

Steve Schombel, President
2200 Applewood Way
Missoula, MT 59801

H: 721-4686

Lewis & Clark Chapter

Al Wind, President

P.O. Box 516

Twin Bridges, MT 59754
684-5512

Grayling
continued from page 6
* Competition ¢

Another potential factor limit-
ing the grayling population is
competition with introduced
fishes like brook, rainbow and
brown trout. To sort out the influ-
ence of competition, a study was
conducted at the headwaters of
the Big Hole River that pitted
grayling against brook trout in
stream enclosures. Grayling se-
lect different habitats than brook
trout and each species competes
more among its own kind than
with other species. Upcoming in-
vestigations willdocument thein-

.teractionsbetween grayling, rain-

bow trout and brown trout. 3

Copies of the Grayling Recovery Plan are
available from Chris Hunter, MDFWP, 1420
east 6th Ave., Helena, MT 59620. You can
help the Big Hole grayling by purchasing one
of the Monte Dolack “Montana Arctic Gray-
ling” prints commissioned by the Recovery
Program. Prints may be purchased by calling
1-800-775-3244 or writing Ship ‘n Post, 140
Cherry St., Hamilton, MT 59840. Unsigned
prints are $37.50 including shipping. Signed
prints, less than 40 of which remain, are $150.

By Robin Cunningham
Executive Director, FOAM

Several years ago the Fishing
Outfitters Association of Mon-
tana (FOAM) developed stan-
dards of river etiquette for its
members. Hoping to influence
all anglers, FOAM printed signs
and distributed them to

 flyshops throughout Montana
and posted on the Big Horn
River. In association with the
Montana Charterboat Associa-
tion, boating etiquette signs
were posted at Flathead Lake
and Ft. Peck Reservoir.

Winston's casting clinic

continued from page 5

hand. It is important to note the
back castand forward cast should
be in two separate planes. The
back cast plane should be tipped
to the side slightly and the for-
ward cast more upright.

This concludes the basic cast-
ing stroke analysis. All presenta-
tion castssuch ascurved and slack
line are simply variations of the
basic stroke.

* Four Points to Remember ¢

1. Watch the line - Learn to
watch your line and to recognize
the types of loops you are casting.
By evaluating the loops; you can
determine any errorsin yourcasts.
Correct your errors by following
the simple diagrams and tech-
niques.

2. Apply the power smoothly
and progressively - If you apply

Montana TU Chairman Ric Smith questions Charles Grenier, Plum Cr

Marshall Bloom

eek vice president, right, and Greg

Watson, Plum Creek fisheries biologist, about the company's new Environmental Forestry Program and the
company's bull trout studies at the May 28 Montana TU Council meeting at Wise River, Mont.

Remember the other guy on Montana's crowded waters

The need for courtesy and
consideration has grown right
along with the increased popu-
larity of Montana’s rivers and
lakes. Maybe this is a good time
to review our old points of eti-
quette.

We welcome any suggestions
or improvements on these stan-
dards. FOAM joins with Trout
Unlimited to ask that you re-
spect the resource and other
river users. By working together,
we can keep Montana streams
and lakes healthy and produc-
tive for all recreational users.

1. Floating anglers should yield
to bank and wading fishermen.

2. Wade fishermen should yield
to boats when there is only one
navigable channel.

3. Drift anglers should never pass
another boat to cut in on water
being fished.

4. Never wade in a spawning
area.

5. Pick up trash, even if it is not
yours. Do not discard fish entrails
in the water.

6. Motorboats, no wakes please.

FOAM's guide to river etiquette

7. Do not block access points.
Launch and load boats quickly.
8. Conserve the resource. Know
the fishing regulations. FOAM
encourages you to release all fish.
9. Do not trespass on private
land. Stay below the high water
mark.

10. Don't let your actions affect
someone else’s fishing pleasure.
Treat everyone as you would like
to be treated, but understand
that they may not share your
sense of ethics.

too much power too soon or too
roughly, yourline will form a tail-

e FigureD »

Straight Line of Rod Tip )

Straight Line Equals
\\ Ideally Shaped Loops
Convex Line of Rod Tip
= = e =%
P
Convex Line
Equals Non-Loop

Concave Line of Rod Tip
= ~

Concave Line Equals
Tailing Loop

ing loop. This prevents the line
from rolling out correctly. A tail-
ing loop causes wind knots, and
the fly to be caught on the line or
to hit the rod. These loops are
frequently formed when trying
for long distances.

3. Use only the power needed
- Too much power causes the rod
and line to bounce excessively,
resulting in rough presentation
and poor line control. Practice
casting a specific distance with
the least power you can to com-
plete the cast.

4. Stop the rod to control your
arc - Stop the rod on the back and
forward casts to form the size loop
you want. Avoid opening your
wrist past 45 degrees on the back
cast.

During casting, all of the indi-
vidualcomponents work together

to present the line. When oné 1s
done incorrectly, it may affect
another. If you use too much
power, you may also be applying
it too soon, tailing the loop. Too
much power also makes it diffi-
cult to stop the rod to form the
correct loop. When a rod is
dropped down too far on theback
cast, it is difficult to apply the
power in a straight line, and too
wide a loop will result. Try to
integrate all of the components
into a smooth, easy stroke.

We sincerely hope this brief
clinichas helped you understand
the fundamentals of thebasic cast-
ing stroke. The only way you can
learn them is to practice before
you go fishing. You should spend
your time on the stream enjoying
your sport, not trying to learn to
cast. A few hours of practice will
provide a lifetime of enjoyment.

Summer 1994

Trout Line 7




Wild Trout V
at Mammoth
Sept. 26-27

Note that this is in conjunction
with the National TU Convention.

he Montana Council of
T Trout Unlimited is

pleased to announce that
Wild Trout V, an international
symposium addressing the
needs, management, and biol-
ogy of wild trout and salmon
populations in North America,
will be held September 26-27,
1994, at Mammoth Hot Springs
in Yellowstone National Park.

This symposium is held every
five years and the theme of the
1994 conference is “Wild Trout
in the 21st Century.” Once again
the symposium will be co-spon-
sored by Trout Unlimited, the
Department of the Interior,
USDA Forest Service, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the
American Fisheries Society, and
the Federation of Fly Fishers.

The two-day symposium will
include speakers in panel dis-
cussions on the role of wild
trout in North America (a sur-
vey of wild trout management
programs across the nation), the
role of habitat protection and
-‘wild trout, the role of the En-
dangered Species Act in wild
trout management, and the
future of fishing for wild trout.
The symposium will have an
informal atmosphere in the ap-
propriate and beautiful setting
of Mammoth Hot Springs.

Roger Barnhart, National
Biological Survey, and Ron
Jones, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, are symposium co-
chairs, and William Shake, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, is
program chair.

More information is available
from Barnhart at the California
Cooperative Fishery Research
Unit, Humboldt State Univer-
sity, Arcata, CA 95521, (707)
826-3268 or Jones at P.O. Box
184, Yellowstone National Park,
WY 82190 .(406) 848-7591 or
(307) 344-2280.

— @Application for Membership —

Yes! I want to help protect Montana’s trout and the
waters they swim in. Please begin my one-year membership in
Trout Unlimited at the rate I have checked below. I understand
my dues payment entitles me to all regular membership benefits,
including a TU decal, personal membership card, and quarterly
issues of TROUT magazine and Action Line resource information.

Please check membership category *:

Name

(please print)

Address

City State ZIP
Telephone Chapter N ame

Q Please include my name in the TU Grassroots

0  Regular Membership - $25 Abhivist Netvork:
0  Regular Membership - 3 years - $65
Q  Family Membership - $30 O Iwant to help by making an additional contribution to
0  Family Membership - 3 years $75 Montana Trout Unlimited. Enclosed is my check for
Q  Sponsoring Contributor - $50 $ : ;
Q@  Century Contributor - $100
0 Conservator Membership - $250 o Payment Method *
Q  Individual Life - $500** a Check a Charge
0  Family Life - $600** VISA /MasterCard #
O  Senior/Student Membership - $15 .
: : Expir. Date
O  Business Membership - $100
; Signature
MAIL TO: (Required for Credit Card Payment)
Montana Trout Unlimited Contributions over $12 are tax deductible. .
P.O. Box 262 s 1S]anfadri;\n rrcllemberships - please add $5 per year; all other countries, add $20 per year.
g ** No further dues.
Hanulton, MT 59840_ e Make checks payable to Trout Unlimited.e
oy s A e s e RS el e iR G g e s s e
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(Includes shipping & handling.)

When you support Montana Trout Unlim-
ited, you TIP THE TROUT! Montana artist
Marlin Neaves designed this catchy mascot,
and what better way to show you care than to
wear a new Montana TU T-shirt? The familiar TU
logo with the word MONTANA under it is over the
o i left chest area and TIP THE TROUT graces the
—2.% back Also, available with only the TU logo on front.
= ~ Preshrunk 9 oz., 100% cotton shirts are
natural (light gray) color with turquoise logo and
v trout. Both long- and short-sleeved styles available.
_ Long-sleeved are great for keeping sun off the arms. So,
order one; better yet, order several and help Montana
TU protect our priceless fisheries! TIP THE TROUT!

: A « TIP THE TROUT/MONTANA TU T-SHIRTS *
" YSTYLE | UNISEX SIZE | PRICE | NUMBER
S TRA N (S,M,LXL,XXL)

TOTAL
Long Siv $22.00

Send your order to: Short Siv $17.00

T-SHIRTS

MONTANA TROUT UNLIMITED MONTANA TU LOGO ONLY T-SHIRTS »

P.O. Box 262 Long Sl S0

HAMILTON, MT 59840 Short Slv $15.00

Comfortable and durable for any occasion!

P.O. Box 262
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Montana Council of Trout Unlimited

Hamilton, MT 59840-0262
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