


Editorials

Looking For Parameters

by Dennis Bitton

Since out very first issue, we've been searching for
parameters for this publication. We knew we wanted
to stretch the boarders of traditional flyfishing publi-
cations, but we didn’t really have any specific goals in
mind. It didn’t take us too long to discover that what
we were really looking for was the outside parameters
of the sport of flyfishing. Only when we discovered
what those boundaries were, could we set our own
goals inside those far left and far right restrictions.

In this our 36th issue, the end of six years of pub-
lishing, we display by the articles we run that there
are no boundaries on the sport of flyfishing. One of
our book reviews quotes an author who speculates
about flyfishing being a metaphor for life, and then
opinions that perhaps it’s the other way around.

On the facing page, we're running a guest editorial
that goes beyond the comfort zone of the editor. I have
family on ranches that view their grazing rights on
federal land much as a bartender would think of his
liquor license. Still, the author has a point of view
shared by many. We’re hoping that readers will write
to us and let us know their feeling on this controver-
sial subject.

The humor article in this issue (about the dog and
his master) could easily be misinterpreted by a casual
reader. There is more than one might think. And the
article about the old man casting without a rod (The
Fishstalker page 8) has a haunting quality about it. It
should make readers look ahead and wonder where
they’ll be whey they’re old, and what memories they’ll
be calling up.

The salt water article by my friend Jaws is a good
where-to how-to piece about fishing in the salt on the
East Coast. I think it’s as good a piece as Ed has writ-
ten, ever. And that’s saying a lot. Flyfishing in salt
water is not a new thing, but it is a currently popular
thing, simply because so many people live close to salt
water who have never thought about taking the long
rod out to cast for the many different fish who swim
there. Now they are. It’s fun to watch.

The little article on our back page, by Bud Lilly, is a
nice piece to close an issue with. It’s one or two men’s
opinion as to what’s important in flyfishing. Don’t look
for hidden meanings in a Bud Lilly story. He’s not
that way. It’s a simple story told for simple effect.

If there’s a central theme to this issue, and the over-
all direction of FlyFishing New, Views and Reviews,
it’s that we want you to think about this sport and the
resources it requires. Evidently, the breadth of the
sport is enormous. It can involve our lives on a highly
personal and emotional level. It can also be used sim-
ply as a means of having fun. Each of us can pick our
own level of involvement. It needn’t be more impor-
tant than it should be. It can involve as much of your
personal sensibilities as you allow.

I hope you’re comfortable with your relationship to
flyfishing. I hope you can read all the articles in this
issue with a grain of salt, and pound or two of light-.
heartedness. If I have any fear about the future of this
sport, it has to do with those who take it too seriously
and make life uncomfortable for others in the sport.
Flyfishing isn’t a competitive sport where scores are
kept. I personally resist any activity that even leans
in that direction My friends who have the most fun
with flyfishing do it with a laugh and a giggle. A few
are always worried about what someone else has said
or done. The gigglers ignore it all, and they still have
energy left to fight conservation battles.

Flyfishing News attempts to mirror your thought.
We know most of our readers read us as “something
different”. We need input to continue doing that. If
you have story ideas, or leads on new products or
potential advertisers, talk to us. We always need
advertisers and new subscribers. Many of you have
been with us since day one. You’re more like family
than subscribers. We try to treat you like family and
we appreciate those of you who respond in kind.

I have one friend in Houston who says that he likes
to read every issue as soon as he receives it in the
mail.; He claims it reads like a letter from home. That
casual style is something we strived for, but our errat-
ic course of trying to something new seems to a per-
manent condition with us, so if you like something,
say so. If you don’t like something, say so too, just say
it a little quieter, please.

Thank you for six years of support. Tell us what
you’d like see in the next issue, the next six and the
next six years.

It’s a great sport, and there’s room enough for all os
us. Enjoy yourself.
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class October 11-16 or a steelhead
flyfishing course April 5-10. Call
mark Swisher at 503/535-5177 for
more information.

The famous Maggie Merriman is.

adding a new approach to her usual
summer fare of personalized flyfish-
ing courses in West Yellowstone,
Montana. She’s starting the year
early, in Seattle under the auspices
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of an outdoor store there called the
Swallow’s Nest. She’ll conduct a Fly
Casting Tune Up on June 5 from 6
to 8 pm. The course is designed to
help flyfishers correct existing cast-
ing problems and improve fishing
techniques on the water. The fee is
$25 and includes use of a rod and
reel during class time if students
don’t have an outfit. June 6 and 7
Maggie will conduct two all day
Beginning Flyfishing Classes.
They’re what you’d expect of a
beginning class, and the registra-
tion fee is $60. All classes have lim-
ited registration, so the Swallow’s
Nest suggests you call early for
reservations at 206/441-4100. Call
406/646-7824 for her summer
schedule.

And finally we’ve heard of two fly-
fishing shows coming up in April.
The first is the annual Canadian
Fly Fishers Forum in Toronto, April
11-12. It’s sponsored by the Izaak
Walton Fly Fishers Club and has a
history of being excellent. Contact
Sheldon Seale at 416/855-9369 for
more information.
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Camera-ready ads can be delivered one
week later.

Ad Sizes and Rates

All ad sizes are based on magazine-sized
ads for the convenience of our advertis-
ers. Off-sized ads will be charged rates
as multiples of divisions of regular
sized ads.

Fullpage (71/4°X1070) ... o 3365
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Article Submission Policies

All articles should be submitted on 8-
1/2”x11” regular typing paper, clearly
and cleanly typed (double spaced with
wide margins) and accompanied by a
self-addressed, stamped envelope for
return of material. Handwritten articles,
articles typed on “onion skin or E-Z
race” type papers or printed on hard-to-
read computer printers will be returned.

Photography and Artwork

We are constantly looking for good art-
work. For us, “art” includes b/w prints,
line art, drawings, cartoons and similar
materials. All artwork will be returned
upon request only. Press releases con-
cerning new fishing related items on the
market will be published as room per-
mits. Photos submitted with press
releases will not be returned.

Note: Bitton Inc. and specifically
Dennis G. Bitton of Idaho Falls, Idaho
wants it known that the concept and
development of FlyFishing News, Views
and Reviews is a personal, commercial
venture in no way associated with any of
the various conservation causes or orga-
nizations he supports. This publication
is in no way supported by anyone other
than the Editor/Publisher himself.
Please evaluate and support FlyFishing
News, Views and Reviews on the basis of
your own personal feelings as to its real
value. Please continue to support the
causes and organizations you currently
support, and if you’re not involved in
that area, do get involved.

Thank you db
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