
WESTBROOK CENTER 
P.O. BOX 396 BOZEMAN, MONTANA 597,5 '"S-S BOOK-MAILING EXPENSES

Bud - I'm sorry to admit 
that I was too lazy to call 
the Post Office to determine
the correct postage for the 
last two books, and put

n Copi es 165 @ .09 each

First Class postage on them. \ z Padded envelopes
I'll find out the correct 
book rate postage for any 
others I send out.

H z
a

Postage

Postage
SERVIN G G ALLATIN AN D  M A D ISO N  COUNTIES

TOTAL

March 17,1992 

March 19, 1992

Postage 

P o s t a g e  

TOTAL TO DATE

Chg
DatePd»e. 3 -/3 ï  2_

5 -0 ?  -

$14.85

9.00

•28.16 

2 5.49

$77.50

2.90

2.90 

$83.30

5 3,6>S



March

March

March

March

March

March

BOOK-MAILING EXPENSES

10, 1 992 Copies 165 @ .09 each $14.85

10, 1 992 Padded envelopes 9.00

11, 1 992 Postage •28.1 6

11, 1 992. Postage 2 5.49

TOTAL $77.50

17, 1992 Postage 2.90

19, 1 992 Postage 2.90

TOTAL TO DATE $83.30

OK to
Chg.to: -
DatePdt 3-/3

i ^ . s s -

? X -

5 0 ? 5 3,k5"



PHILLIPS BOOK and OFFICE SUPPLY STORE INC. 
e v e r y t h in g  fo r  t h e  o f f ic e  statio nery-s c h o o l  s u p p l ie s

TYPEWRITERS -  ADDING MACHINES 

PHONE 5 8 7 -3 1 9 5  111 EAST MAIN ST.

No---------------------- ----- ' BOZEMAN, MONTANA _____________ _ 1 9 _

Sold To_____________________

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

BOZEMAN, MT
UNIT FIN 290990
ZIP CODE 59715
KIRC'HHOFF #16
03-11-92 12:54:44
VERSION 14.00

CUSTOMER RECEIPT

110 P 0 METER .63
U 0  P 0 METER 24.86

TOTAL 25.49
CHECK “01.7 25.49

CHANGE .00

thank YOU

insty-prints
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

29 South Tracy • 586-7007 
University Square Mall • 587-5496

“That's my printer!"

QTY. SIZE COST PER TOTAL

U , 5 i r

14“

17“

COLLATE

STAPLE

COVERS/BACKS

SPIRAL/VELLO

BINDERY

•

PÜ T0TAL̂ ~ ^DATE - 3 / / £ >  / ?  ^

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

BOZEMAN.-. MT 
UNIT FIN 298990
ZIP CODE 59715
KIRCHHOFF # 16 
,83-11-92 12 s 49:05
VERSION 14.00

CUSTOMER RECEIPT

110 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P.Q METER -1.48
1.10 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 1.48

110 P QMETER 1.48
118 P; 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 1.48
JLÜLÊ.Û. METE»
110 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 1.48
110 P 0 METER 3.72
1.18 P 0 METER 3.72

TOTAL 28.16
CASH T 28.16

CHANGE .00

THANK YOU



ORDER TODAY!
A Trout's Best Friend
The Angling Autobiography of Bud Lilly 
by Bud Lilly and Paul Schullery

with three dozen photographs 
autographed by Bud Lilly and Paul SchuBerT

the best o f  Greater Yellowstone's fishing life, told by one o f the 
West s most loved guides, outfitters, and conservationists

$14.95 hardbound  $8.95 paperback  
price includes shipping l

« iT o c 8611̂  —  —  copies of A Trout's Best Friend, hardcover, at
5,14-95 and-------copies o f the softbound edition, at $8.95 ea

The total amount I enclose is %_J_ ■

NAME U /  W M h

ADDRESS __________ ____

■  ' g /)  Street or P.CL
ikdAii Cnn/JrAti________

City State Zip

Send to Bud Lilly, 2007 Sourdough Road, 
Bozeman. MT 59715
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NAME

A Trout's Best Friend
The Angling Autobiography of Bud Lilly 
by Bud Lilly and Paul Schullery

with three dozen photographs 
autographed by Bud Lilly and Paul Schullery 

the best o f  Greater Yellowstone's fishing life, told by one o f the 
West's most loved guides, outfitters, and conservationists

Please send ^  copies o f  A Trout's Best Friend, hardcover, at 
$ 14.95 ea., and _ _ _  copies o f the softbound edition, at $8.95 ea 

The total amount I enclose is $ / , / / •  .

C. S. Eubank 
P.O. Box 17517 

Salt Lake City, UT 
84117-0517



Dennis G. Bitton, Editor 
(208) 523-7300

Views &  Reviews
1387 Cambridge 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

May 26, 1988

Bud Lilly
2007 Sourdough Road 
Bozeman, MT 59715

Dear Bud:

Enclosed are five copies of the current issue of FlyFishing News* 
The reprint from your book "A Trout\s Best Friend" appears on pages 8-9. 
We appreciate you letting us do this. Ifm sure our readers will enjoy 
as well as learn from it.

If you would like any additional copies, please let me know.

Sincerely

Leigh Ann Stanger

LAS :1s

Enclosure: (5) J/J FNews



The Value of Trout 
In Montana

A long time resident outfitter tells the rest of the world of Montana’s successes in making money from
wild trout fisheries.

b y  B u d  L illy  a n d . Paul Schullery

hese are not easy tim es for
J L  M ontana. The railroad, the 

ranchers, and the m iners, who 
represent th ree of the state 's big­
gest trad itional business interests, 
are all having hard  tim es. There 
is a story circulating in M ontana 
about the rancher who won a 
m illion dollars in som e lottery, 
and when som eone asked him  
w hat he planned to do w ith the 
money, he said, “Well, I'm  ju s t go­
ing to keep on ranching until it's 
gone.'' Here in M ontana, w hen you 
tell people th a t story, they laugh, 
bu t a t the sam e tim e they nod 
the ir heads yes, because they 
recognize its tru th . Because I care 
about the state tha t has been my 
fam ily's hom e for m ore than  a 
century, I've looked for ways to 
help. I think I've found some that 
will help not only the state 's 
economic sta tus bu t the state 's 
trou t as well.

We M ontanans have been slow 
to recognize the economic asset 
th a t flows through o u r valleys. We 
too often have gotten hung up on 
some outdated  sense of our 
“ rights." We claim  th a t “It's  ou r 
right to catch  and ea t those 
trout," bu t we don't look beyond 
the good feeling it gives us to 
make th a t statem ent. It's  not ou r 
right to do anything th a t may 
harm  the state  o r its resources.

We can no longer th ink  of ou r 
fish as p a rt of a subsistence 
economy. Sure, you can claim  that 
special regulations take food out 
of the m ouths of your kids, bu t if 
your kids eat all the trout, they 
take food out of the m ouths of 
the kids of a growing num ber of 
businessm en who are  turning 
those tro u t into to u ris t dollars 
tha t are w orth m uch m ore to all 
of us than  the protein value of. 
trout. The trou t's  h ighest value is 
not as food; it is w orth m uch 
m ore on the recreational m arket 
than  in the m eat m arket.

Ju st recently I was guiding a 
p a ir of fly fisherm en from  out of 
state. I had  agreed to give a day's 
guided fishing to anyone who 
donated $250 to the In ternational 
Fly Fishing Center, and these two 
gentlem en had  both  done so. We 
were fishing the Yellowstone 
River a few m iles dow nstream  
from  Yankee Jim  Canyon, and we 
were having a very good day. Both 
m en had  caught fish in the 
eighteen-inch range, and I felt like 
I'd  given them  the kind of day 
they would rem em ber. W hile we 
were fishing along one bank, a 
m an and a wom an cam e drifting  
along the o ther bank in a  ru b b er 
raft. The m an was spin fishing, 
and he hooked a very big trout, 
probably weighing three o r four 
pounds, which he finally beached 
on a long gravel b a r  across the 
river from  us. One of my 
fisherm en yelled over a t him, “Let 
it go!" There was a little  m ore 
hostility  in the a ir  than  I would

have liked, and the m an yelled 
back, “I gotta eat, y ' know!" and 
m ashed th is beautifu l big brow n 
trou t over the head. As long as we 
keep thinking of our trou t 
stream s as o u r personal pantries, 
we're not going to do justice  to 
them. Unlike our big game and 
our game birds, we have a choice 
when we fish for trout. There is 
no reasonable alternative when 
we fish for trout. There is no 
reasonable alternative for a 
hun ter bu t to shoot the elk; there 
is a reasonable alternative for the 
trou t fisherm an, who can have all 
the pleasure of the sta lk  and the 
take w ithout killing the game.

I had always prom oted conser­
vation in the Trout Shop catalog, 
bu t in 1974 I in troduced our 
Catch and Release Club. When you 
joined you got a pin tha t said you 
were a m em ber of the  club, an d  
then there were additional pins 
that said you'd released various 
sizes of tro u t up to twenty-four in­
ches. You could e ither buy a set 
of pins o r buy them  individually. 
It was because of the Catch and 
Release Club tha t ou r shop got 
some w onderful a tten tion  from  
Arnold Gingrich. In his book, The 
Joys of Trout, he gave the club 
some recognition th a t was helpful 
in boosting it to national atten­
tion. His rem arks sum  up ou r 
philosophy so well th a t I quote 
them  below.

Catch and Release Club 
Bud Lilly is a trout's best friend.
Fly-Fishing's legion of honor 

decoration is the lapel recognition 
button devised by Bud Lilly, which 
reads "Released 20 Trout" and car­
ries the slogan "Support F.F.F.-T.U." 
The club's purpose is to get 
fishermen familiar with the idea of 
releasing trout. Anybody can join.
All that's needed is a dollar, and 
the simple statement that a trout 
of a certain size was returned to 
the water. The statement and the 
dollar can be sent to Bud Lilly, 
from November to May, Sourdough 
Road, Bozeman, Montana 59715, or 
to Bud Lilly, from May to 
November, in care of the Trout 
Shop, West Yellowstone, Montana 
59758. Bud's pragmatic philosophy 
on keeping the membership re­
quirement this simple reflects the 
belief that all fly fishermen are 
naturally honest and that any who 
are not will at least be publicizing 
the principle.

The principle of trout release, 
first and best stated by Lee Wulff, 
has since had many genial varia­
tions, one of the nicest of which is 
the Klamath Country Fly Caster's 
motto, "Keep your lines tight and 
your creels empty." But however 
it's codified it couldn't be better 
propagandized than by the general 
adoption and use of the Bud Lilly 
Catch and Release Club lapel but­
tons. Bud Lilly donates the pro­
ceeds from the sale of the release 
recognition buttons to Trout 
Unlimited and the Federation of 
Fly Fishers.

I quote th a t here not because it 
lets me show off how m uch atten­
tion the Trout Shop got, bu t 
because it reveals som ething 
about the a ttitudes of m odern 
sportsm en, especially those who 
are willing to travel long 
distances to find good fishing for 
w ild trout. Arnold, who was foun­
ding pub lisher of Esquire 
magazine, is typical of th a t group.

We have at least two choices in 
th is issue. We can go on thinking 
of ou r local tro u t stream s as the 
private larders of those of us who 
live nearby, o r we can recognize 
w hat the rest of the w orld realiz­
ed long ago, tha t these stream s 
are a national treasure. I'm  doing 
all I can to see to it th a t we take 
the la tte r course, and  I'm  doing it 
in ways th a t I am  sure will 
benefit the state of M ontana in 
the long run.

In 1976 a bunch  of us — Dick 
McGuire, Ron M arcoux, Tom 
Morgan, C harlie Brooks, Dan 
Bailey, and others — got together 
and organized the Foundation for 
M ontana Trout, a very specifically 
directed little institution whose 
purpose is to find ways to encour­
age the preservation of tro u t 
resources, especially b u t not ex­
clusively in M ontana. W hat we 
have done is raise  enough money 
so th a t the in terest from  it can be 
used to  fund worthy research  pro­
jects related to w ild tro u t 
m anagem ent. It's  a good cause, 
it's  helping, and  I recom m end it 
to your attention as m uch as 
Trout Unlimited, the Federation of 
Fly Fishers, and the o ther 
organizations.

I hope to see m ore w aters in 
the West regulated in  a way tha t 
will allow the fish population to 
rem ain robust while providing a 
lot of sport. That may m ean 
catch and release, o r it may mean 
some other form  of special 
regulations, b u t it will usually  
m ean the elim ination of bait 
fishing, w hich sim ply kills too 
m any fish to be perm itted  in a 
wild trou t fishery. The many 
studies th a t have been done prove 
beyond a doubt th a t you will lose 
m ore than  fifty percent of all fish 
hooked on ba it and then released, 
while you will lose less than  ten 
percent of those hooked and 
released on lures th a t have only 
one hook o r group of hooks, o r on 
flies.

The big th rill for the  m odern 
angler is catching, not eating. It's 
like golf: you don 't have to eat the 
balls to have fun. I know that 
many people still enjoy killing 
and  eating trout, and there  is 
nothing wrong w ith th a t in 
m oderation. Many of o u r stream s 
will probably always be able to 
sustain  a certa in  harvest. I also 
know that b a it fishing is one of 
the longest established sporting 
trad itions in th is country, and 
th a t there are som e people for

whom  it is the only way to fish.
We will always have to have some 
bait fishing. But tim es m ust 
change. There were tim es when 
bear baiting, set guns, pun t guns, 
and all sorts of o ther practices 
th a t we now regard  as bad  were 
perfectly acceptable. I'm  proud of 
my education as a M ontana sports- 
sman, w hich started  out w ith bait 
fishing as m uch as it did w ith fly 
fishing. B ut I learned  th a t it is no 
longer possible to fish the way I 
did fifty o r even th irty  years ago.
I used to kill as m any fish  as any 
o ther fisherm an, probably m ore 
som etim es because I was pretty  
good at catching them . I hardly 
ever kill one any more, because I 
know th a t the fishing experience 
is in greater dem and now, and we 
have to share this resource among 
a growing num ber of people.

It looks to me as if here in 
M ontana m ore and m ore people 
are switching to fly fishing. The 
ranks of the bait« fisherm en are 
being thinned. There are  still 
plenty of places w here bait 
fishing is popular, and there is 
com paratively little  w ater even 
now where b a it fishing is pro­
hibited. Bait fisherm en do not yet 
have m uch to com plain about.

But I 'm  not sure I believe tha t 
ba it fishing is essential in m odern 
sport fishing. I've heard  all the 
trad itional argum ents like,
“H ere's old Joe, he's eighty, and 
he can 't get around," or, “Here's 
little Johnny, he 's only four," and 
these people have to fish w ith 
bait. If the fishing is well m anag­
ed so that there  are plenty of fish, 
those same people can take fish 
on artificial lures. Spinning rods 
and fly rods don't cost any m ore 
than  casting rods, and  anyone 
w ith even a little coordination, 
such as alm ost all eighty-year-olds 
and four-year-olds certain ly  have, 
can learn  to cast those outfits. 
“Well," they say, “old Joe ju st 
wants to sit there w ith his line in 
the water. You can 't do th a t w ith 
flies o r spoons o r spinners." And 
that's  true, b u t I don 't th ink tha t 
old Joe has to w orry for a long 
tim e about not finding a place to 
do that. If I were pushed  to the 
wire, I guess I'd  say let's keep 
some places w here o ld Joe can 
bait fish. Even Yellowstone Park 
has reserved some stream s for 
kids to b a it fish. But if we 
m anage the w ater correctly, we 
can  greatly reduce the need for 
th a t kind of fishing by m aking 
good fishing so com m on that 
fewer and fewer people will even 
w ant to use bait.

But let's be honest about this. 
Those very old and very young 
fisherm en are always tro tted  out 
to defend bait fishing, bu t the 
people doing the justifying are 
healthy, adu lt fisherm en who are 
really ju st using those small, 
special groups to defend their 
own preference for ba it fishing.
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This famous spring creek in Montana's Paradisei Valley is typical of 
some of the great scenery flyfishermen enjoy when they visit. While it 
is beautiful, and still produces plenty of fish, this piece of water re­

quires careful management. So does every other piece of water in Mon 
tana and elsewhere. Photo by Valentine Atkinson o f San Francisco.

Even if we have to take care of 
the needs of some special groups, 
tha t doesn 't justify  ba it fishing by 
th e  rest of the people. We can 
find good fishing places for old 
Joe, and we can teach little 
Johnny how to spin fish o r fly 
fish by the tim e he's six o r seven. 
We shouldn 't confuse o u r desire 
to protect the needs of these 
special cases w ith ou r greater 
need to m ain tain  good sport 
fisheries, and we shouldn 't 
sacrifice the opportunities to 
develop those good sport fisheries 
out of some m isplaced sense of 
loyalty to a tiny m inority  of the 
fisherm en who may need special 
attention.

Besides an  increase in special 
regulations, there  are  two o ther 
areas th a t I see getting additional 
m anagem ent attention in Mon­
tana 's future. The first is lake 
fishing. M anagers are taking lakes 
m ore seriously. F lathead Lake, for 
example, has been pollu ted  w ith 
all kinds of fish. So m any lakes 
are  m anaged as if they 're  big 
holding tanks w here the state  
dum ps in fish one day and  people 
yank them  ou t the next. Lakes can 
be m anaged by the sam e kinds of 
ecological principles as rivers, 
and they can produce fabulous 
fisheries. Many will never support 
na tu ra l populations of fish, bu t 
many others can. We have a long 
way to go in M ontana before we 
really are doing ju stice  to our 
lakes.

The o ther area  getting m ore 
m anagem ent a tten tion  is spring 
creeks. M ontana has a  fabulous 
collection of spring creeks, m ore

than  seventy of them , and  accor­
ding to a recent report by the 
Am erican F isheries Society in 
cooperation w ith the sta te  of 
M ontana, alm ost all of them  are 
in degraded condition. There is no 
excuse for this. Again, the m ost 
com pelling argum ent is probably 
the economic one. Spring-creek 
fishing is a treasu red  experience 
am ong anglers all over the  world, 
and it is hard  to come by. Mon­
tana  may have m ore of these 
creeks than  any o ther state, and it 
has a great opportunity  to benefit 
fisheries while generating an in­
flux of to u ris t dollars. There are 
m any directions to be explored* 
including conservation easem ents 
for landowners, state purchase of 
fishing rights o r ou trigh t pu r­
chase of property, tax  incentives 
for stream  restoration, and so on. 
All we need to  do is recognize the 
values, both  esthetic  and  
economic, o f these m arvelous lit­
tle aquatic  ecosystems.

Access is a growing problem . 
Things are going to get m ore 
crowded, and  so it's  going to  be 
m ore im portan t th a t we take care 
of every m ile of fishable stream . 
The C lark 's Fork is being cleaned 
up. I foresee a day in the fu tu re  
when the Yellowstone River will 
be a  good tro u t fishery as fa r  
dow nstream  as Billings. It's  good 
now as fa r  as Big Timber, which 
hasn 't always been true. Like the 
spring creeks, M ontana's big 
rivers give us an opportunity  few 
o ther states have. We can actually  
increase the num ber of m iles of 
good fishing rivers, and  we are 
doing it righ t now.

But still we will have a  growing 
access problem , and recent court 
battles over access have introduc­
ed a lot o f ha rd  feelings. I hope 
th a t the day comes w hen we con­
sider some arrangem ent of tax in­
centives o r even supplem ental 
paym ents to encourage people to 
perm it public fishing on their 
property.

This is a challenging problem, 
and it is going to get m ore 
challenging. We have been 
through a period  of considerable 
anim osity betw een sportsm en and 
landowners, and  until we get into 
a m ore com m unicative and 
cooperative mood, access issues 
are going to m ake m ore headlines 
than  progress.

One answer, o r p a rtia l answer, 
th a t I am  pursuing actively is the 
purchase of good fishing, e ither 
by governm ent agencies, o r by 
organizations, o r by private in­
dividuals. All of these approaches 
have been tried  w ith som e suc­
cess in M ontana and in o ther 
states, bu t there  is m uch m ore 
th a t can be done. Through my 
W estern Rivers Club, and through 
my wife's real estate connections, 
we are attem pting to get the right 
lands into the right hands. It 
w on't solve all problem s, bu t it is 
a p a rt of the process we m ust go 
through in M ontana to get ou r 
good fishing sorted out.

I was visiting a ranch in  the 
M adison Valley recently, talking 
to the old-tim er who owned the 
place. I noticed a sm all stream  
m eandering across a b ru sh  field. 
W hen I asked the ow ner about it, 
he told me it was a spring creek.

Of course, the discovery of a new 
spring creek is always exciting, so 
I asked the rancher about it.

"Jack, a re  there any fish in th a t 
little  creek?"

"Oh, yeah, there  were a bunch 
of brook trou t in it. We finally got 
rid  of 'em. H ad a hell of a tim e 
getting them  out of there." Brook 
tro u t were so un im portan t to 
these people th a t they actually 
poisoned them , as if they were 
rats.

Jack  and his fam ily are good 
people, working a ranch th a t is 
losing m oney badly. He knows 
nothing about fishing o r its poten­
tial in the economic fu tu re  of to­
day's West. He knows ranching, 
and cattle, and a way of life that 
is tragically  disappearing. We all 
should m ourn  its passing, for it 
produced strong and self-reliant 
people who m ade M ontana a 
great state in w hich to live. But it 
is passing, and we have a chance 
to replace it w ith things tha t will 
keep M ontana a great place in 
w hich to live. Those things in­
clude a system of rivers and  lakes 
th a t are getting the respect they 
deserve, and are  giving back to us 
the p leasure and  fulfillm ent we 
need.

BUD LILLY ran a fly shop and 
guide service in West Yellowstone, 
Montana for over 30 years. His 
comments here come from the 
last chapter of a new book he co- 
authored with Paul Schullery en­
titled  A Trout's Best Friend, by 
Pruett Publishing.
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Bud L illy  -  in  person 
Tuesday, June 7 2:00  - 4:00  p.m

MSU BOOKSTORE
Mr. Lilly will sign copies of his book,

“A Trout's Best Friend.”
The perfect Father’s Day gift!
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

BUD LILLY has fished the streams of his 
native Montana for more than fifty years, 
and he's probably the most famous trout­
fishing guide in America. His Trout Shop 
in West Yellowstone was internationally 
known for tackle, guiding services, and 
hospitality. He was founding president of 
Montana Trout Unlimited, first chairman 
of the International Fly Fishing Center, a 
founder of the Montana Trout Foundation, 
has for many years been a senior advisor 
of the Federation of Fly Fishers, and is a 
director of the Greater Yellowstone Coali­
tion. He often has been the subject of 
other writers’ stories, and he recently has 
been profiled on CNN’s “Portrait of 
America” series, ABC’s “Twenty-twenty,” 
the “Montana’s Living Legends” program, 
and in the Wall Street Journal.

PAUL SCHULLERY was executive direc­
tor of The American Museum of Fly Fish­
ing in Manchester, Vermont from 1977 to 
1982 and editor of its journal, The Ameri­
can Fly Fisher, from 1978 to 1983. He is 
the author, coauthor, or editor of more 
than a dozen books on nature and the out­
doors, including Mountain Time, Ameri­
can Fly Fishing: A History; Freshwater 
Wilderness: Yellowstone Fishes and Their 
World (with John D. Varley), and The 
Bears o f Yellowstone. Paul learned to fly 
fish while working as a ranger in Yellow­
stone National Park, and he spent as much 
time as he could hanging around Bud Lil­
ly’s Trout Shop.



A
TROUT’SBESTFRIEND

The great trout-fishing country of 
the Yellowstone region has produced 
many memorable stories, but none are 
more engaging and satisfying than the 
life of Bud Lilly, fourth-generation 
M ontanan and celebrated fishing 
guide. Born into one of M ontana’s pio­
neer families, Bud has fished for the 
wild trout of the Yellowstone country 
for more than half a century, and he 
remembers it all vividly. His story is a 
classic of American sporting bio­
graphy, but it transcends that categori­
zation, for it is also the story of a 
charming and successful family busi­
ness and of the struggle to preserve 
some of the most beautiful country in 
America. Replete with tales of fishing’s 
great and not so great, abundantly 
populated with wild trout, profusely 
illustrated, and consistently entertain­
ing, A Trout’s Best Friend, will be your 
best friend when the streams are 
locked in ice and the only fishing to be 
had is in memories, dreams, and good 
books.
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