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The fishing in the park is good in all the streams, that is if you

Notes on fishing by Mr. Harry Trischman

know how to fish. People whe are used to fishing with a hook and

o
iine and a cork on-the line with no leader of anything like that
/

are nd g01ng to be successful in catching trout. You have to know
how to approach a trout steeam properly and4321e your fly properly
in the water in order to have the trout take 1t “If a dry flyds

pPlaced properly on the water the fish will take it much quicker

GVdcnul f whi A o"\ f-idy\ i

than th%\o¢h€r 3 makes more of a splash Eﬂﬁﬂb

spTxxk and also sinks. The sportsman will use a dry or ordinary
artificial fly in preferance to a spinner as he can cast better and
handle his line better with a fly rather than a spinner. A fine

split bamboo trout rod will not stand the rigors of spinner fishing

very long without suffering from this abuse. Personally I prefer

an artificial fly about No.8 hook, except in the larger streams

like the Yellowstone, Madison, and Snake Rives. In the 1akes‘one

can catch as many fish on a No. & artifidal fly as on anyother bait,
either artificial or ;::il faS Tl shinasfor brook treu$ or thersmgller
trout,I usually use a three of four foot leader with a single fly

on account of the brush and other obstdcles that a fisherman encounters,
but in the larger streams and lakes I use a 8ix foot leader and I use
t®w or three flies to test out the stream and as $Soon as I find out
what the fish are taking I transfer that fly to the end funless it is
already there)and remove the other one or two flies. I have just as
mud success with one fly as I—weuld. with two odthree, ag wnen I get

two fish on at once I usually lose one in trying to lanrd them both

unless they are quite small. In fishing for trout one should use'a

fairly long line as it would be difficuit to handle this with an
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orfiinary #illow fish pole so I recommend the use of a moderate

priced split bamboo trout rod, jointed.

I use just a commonvline--a tapered or double tapered l}nes are s for
the fancy fisherman who use a $65.00 rod with a_gat . With
this they can handle the tagered lings in good shape. I can get
just és,many fish with a cheap line as I can with a tapered line and
a $65.00 pole. In landing a 3% pound Rainbow trout I usually ¥
iplay“him as long as hgf’will play’and'thenlif I have a landing net
Ipull him' out with"that,bux P R I find a good place
along the shore where I can draw him out onto the bank, gradually,
and grab him by the gills so he won't drop back into theﬁéggiéé%\
After he gets through fighting I grab hold of the line aﬁd'slidé him
into the shore rathef eagily without letting him have apgslack, how-
ever, this requires sometimes fifteen or twenty minutes to play him

AM

ouﬁN?s ground him. All trout weighting a pound or more have to be

played before they can be landed easidy and only the fishinmgz running

AM
about eignt inches\can be pulled right out on the shore as soon as

they are hooked.

In the Yellowstome River are the Rainbow, Logﬁleven, Cutthroat(&r
Nativ%'rrout, and below about a point about a mile about Blacktail
Creek are also found the Whitefish ave#@ing about 2% pounds each.

In the spring of the year when the water is a little i@ly I use a
devil scratchngand put a sinxer on and am usually sure of getting

a whité:fish if I am fishing between the point a mile above Blacktail
Creek and Gardiner in the Yellowstone. Ad occasionally I hdok a

large trout instead of the Whitefish, because certain times of the

year like in the fall about September 15th the trout will take the




Emérson Hough buck-tail which is a very deadly fly. For #e year;
around use, the coachman is my favorite fly, but the major pitcher
is. also good, and I have had good success with the grey hackel, brown

hackel, black:kmﬁ silver doctor, professor, grizzley king, queen of

of the waters, cow dung, and coachman. The fish along the roads are
pretty WellAwised#up and the fishing is not good in the easily ac-
cessible places. The best fishing I ever had was S;-Mariposa Lake
on Two-Oeean Pass in the south boundry of the park at a place that
had to be reached w1th a pack outfi?’whlcn took several days. Along
the highways the streams are whipped so much by good fishermen that
an inexperienced fisherman that the fish are wild and in these places
i1t takes a real fisﬁerman to catch any fish. If people are good
fishermen at all the§ can catch good trout at places two mi}es from
“the road in most any part of the park. I never use a double leader
because the flies usually tangle up between the strands, although

& great number of people do use double leaders, however, I doubt if

they have caught any larger fish than I have caught on a single

leader, as one can land almost any sized fish w1twa single leader

by handling him carefully. I use the same colored line all of the
time and never change. My line is grey or light green. If a fish-
erman fishe a long time and is over taken by darkness I wouldn't
advise nlm‘fﬂstry to return in the dark unless he is sure of where
he is going, ’}n—thr3—essBhi—weu%&—advrse—u:m—%e-build a fire and
wait until morning to return to hZ;];entv I would suggest that all
fishermen carry waterproof matchboxes to keep their matches dry, as

a fiee is indispensible if he has to stay out all night, and the

nights here are pretty cokél at any season of the year. I carry a




waterproof matchbox when skiing in winter on account of the per- .
spiration which would dampen the matches unless I had them so
protected. All a fisherman nedds in the way of food. is a sack of

revfe

salt in his hip pocket as he can;oastitaea%-over the coals of his

fire and-eait—them—and-make them wery @mtabie.  In fishing with a

spinner in deep holes it is a good idea to let the spinner dink
down into the water four or five feet aﬁd then draw it up, this
will attract the attention of the big fish and they can easily be
caught. A good fisﬁerman will look at his Kook frequently to see
that the point is not broken off, and also that there is no moss,
or leaves or other matter caught on the hook as a fish will not

strike a hook that has any foreign matter of thés kind on it, and

if thgafﬁr is broken off of the hook a man might lose a fine fish

for that reason alone. TRout zah -be caught anﬁfimé of the day and
the usual alibi of the fishermen who is unsuccessful do not count
for very much--I mean alibis like, it is too early in the morning,
or too late in the afternoon, or too light, or the sun is not in
the'right direction, or the wind is too strong, or the banks were
too high, the water too clear, or not clear enough, or poor fishing
tackie, too much natural fed, fish all caught out, tackle no good,
no landing mat, too many fisherman, not my lucky day, wrong time of
the year--none of fhese alibis are used by a good fisherman as he
can catch them at anytime of the year whether the water is clear,
Oor muddy, ow wnether there is wind, or no wind, and all of the rest
of these.alibis. The fisherman should be careful that his shadow
does not strike the water as fish can see this plainly and it has

a lot to do with his lack of success. The fish will also be scared

if the fishnerman slaps the water with his line. The idea neing to
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place the line on the water as lightly as possible and to always/to

keep his line on the gurface. After fishing half an hour the fly

will get soaked up and will sink so it is advisable to change flies
] sV no
every half hou;\in order to keep them on the surface. The big fish

with _Spgswall a oK
will.often #imes- take a small flyINo. 12 but,it'is very hard to land by

the- fish as the hook will tearsout sco easily.
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Other n#mes for yellow pikeperch are
Nalleyed pike, Walleye, Pickerel, Jack
salmon, and Dore. It is a true perch.

The pikeperch catch on the Great
Lakes has shown a marked decline in
recent years. Once 15 to 20 million
pounds was an average annual catch,
with blue pikeperch predominating.

DEscripTION

Coloration of the adult fish is yellow
to brownish green with an overlay of
dusky blotches or mottlings. The pupil
of the eye pppears to be clouded over.
The yellow pikeperch may be sepa-
rated from| the related sauger, Stizos-
tedion canadenses, by the absence of
oval spots in the spinous dorsal fin, Ic
has a dark| blotch near the Pposterior
base of uthisf fin, which is absent in the
sauger. It reaches a weight of 5 pounds
Or more in many waters,

DISTRIBUTION AND HABITAT
‘ |

Though once the Great Lakes
| abounded with the fish, it is still com-
Ion  extending northward to Great
Slave Lake, Hudson Bay, and Labrador,
It also extends southward along the
Atlantic slope to North Carolina and
west of the Alleghenies south to the Ala-
bama and Tennessee River drainages.

Foop

| Its food consists of small fishes and
- crayfish. Feeding continues throughout
. the year.

Hasits

The ye.llo“i pikeperch breeds in the
early spring. [It usually runs into the
lower _rc::achej of the larger tributaries
but utilizes rocky and gravelly shores if
streams are not accessible,

Groups of| fish participate in the
spawning, with male fish redominating.
Eggs and sperm are shed while fish are
In a close group. The eggs are very ad-
hesive and small, about 143 inch in di.
meter. A large female may contain
several thousand €ggs. Incubation takes
about one wci:?k at 57 F. At a tempera-
gu'e of 40 F., incubation takes four

eeks,
|

|

I
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FisHING TECHNIQUE

In some areas, yellow ikeperch is
regarded as a good game fish of excel.
lent eating qualities. The popular way
to catch it is by casting with plugs or
Spoons, or by trolling. Bait fishing is
effective when the fish are congregated
in shallow. water. Ice fishing for yellow
pikeperch is also popular in many locali-
ties. See also ComMERCIAL FisuiNg and
PERcH. —E. C. Raney

YELLOW SALLY. A kind of artificial
fly especially good for fly casting for
smallmouth bass. See also FLy anp SPIN-
NER FISHING and FLy PATTERNs.

YELLOWSTONE CUTTHROAT
TROUT (Salmo clarkii lewisi) . Also
known as Blackspot Trout, it belongs
to the Salmon Family, Salmonidae, Silt-
Ing and water pollution have slashed its
numbers but its range has been extended
by artificial stocking of river drainages
and isolated lakes.

DEscrirTION

A rather slender trout, it bears the
red line under the dentary bone which
identifies the cutthroat. Its black spots
Scatter unevenly. They do not appear
on the belly but cluster anteriorly and
on the dorsal, adipose and caudal fins,
This fish rarely exceeds 5 pounds al-
though a specimen of nearly 15 pounds
has been hooked.

DISTRIBUTION AND Hasrtar

Qrigix?ally indigenous to the upper
Missouri and Columbia river systems, it

congregates most densely in the Yellow-
stone River now.

Hasgrts

It reproduces during spring and sum-
mer from May to July, usually from 3
to 6 weeks after the ice has gone. Lake
populations run up into tributary
streams to spawn over the gravel of
riffies. Like other trout the female of
this species excavates a nest about 3
inches deep by kicking gravel off the
bottom with her tail as she lies on her
side. A 414 pound trout produces 3000
to 45,000 eggs. After the Spawning act
additional nest building covers the eggs.
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FisHiNG TECHNIQUE

This quiet trout lingers in pools and
riffles of streams. It eats aquatic insects
and other invertebrates as well as small
fishes. When hooked it battles desper-
ately underwater but seldom springs
clear as the rainbow trout does. During
the season a hundred anglers a day may
cast their lines for this fish near Fishing
Bridge in Yellowstone Park. They prize
it for eating as well as for sport.

—E. C. Raney

YELLOWSTONE LAKE, WYO-
MING. The principal lake in Yellow-
stone Park, which see under WyoMminG.

YELLOWSTONE PARK. This fa-
mous park is situated in the extreme
northwestern corner of the state of
Wyoming, projecting slightly over into
the states of Idaho and Montana.

Despite the tourist traffic, there is a
lot of fine fishing to be had inside Yel-
lowstone Park. Indeed, quite a few
discriminating fly fishermen return year
after year to fish solely in the Park.
Here there are six or seven major
streams, literally hundreds of smaller
creeks, and hundreds of lakes, as well.

Madison River. The principal stream
in the western half of the Park is the
Madison River. It is formed by the junc-
ture of the Firehole and Gibbon Rivers
near Madison Junction, and runs west-
ward to Hebgen Lake, in Montana. The
whole twenty miles of river in the Park
are good fishing, except in late July and
August.

Hebgen Lake is the reason for the
continued good fishing in the upper
Madison. The big trout in the river are
actually transient lake fish that have
moved up into running water from the
lake. This occurrence of lake fish in the
river is sporadic until late September
when the brown trout migrate up-
stream in great numbers to spawn. The
rainbows also come up the river, right
along with the browns.

When this fall run is in the river, fine
catches are made on wet flies, using the
same technique as that employed by
West Coast steelhead fishermen. Since
the browns are in poor condition, they
should be released by thoughtful sports-
men. The rainbows, being spring spawn-
ers, are at their peak at this time, The
Madison is closed on September 30th,

 YELLOWSTONE

o protect the trout during the latter
art of their spawning run.
The first five miles of the river down-
tream from Madison| Junction is fine
fly water. Its only /fault is its size~a
ittle too big and unwieldy for easy
ading.
Firehole and Gibbon Rivers. The
ibbon and the Firehole are ideal dry
y streams, and are very hard to beat
uring late June, again during Septem-
er, and right up to October 15th, when
shing in the Park closes for the season.
he Firehole is the larger of the two,
ut the Gibbon is much the same type
f stream, and everything that applies
o the Firchole is also true of the
ibbon. i,
Neither too hard nor too easy, the

Firehole is the ace dry| fly stream of the

ark. The fish are mgstly browns with
fair percentage of rainbows. The
ater is warm, but the/fish are hard and
amey. Trout over 3 pounds are no
arity. During July ah August when
he fish are inactive, it is possible to pick
p a few nice trout by fishing where
ool tributary streams| enter the river.
he fish gather in schools in such places,
nd there are usually| one or two un-
.doary individuals that |may be induced
Tis€.
The best section of the Firehole is
at part between Biscuit Meadows and
e head of the Falls. The deepest water
nd the largest fish will be found in the
art of the river near Gull and Feather
akes, reached by the truck road to
‘10ld Faithful.”
Yellowstone Lake and River. From
he standpoint of the casual tourist who
i$ only mildly intergsted in fishing,
ellowstone Lake and River are the
chief attractions in the Park. Trout are
caught off Fishing Bridge, where the
river emerges from the lake, on every
concejvable sort of tackle, including
ane poles, hand lines, and surf tackle
ed with spinners, flies, or worms. A
onfirmed fisherman will shudder and
look the other way—-ilt is vaguely dis-
uieting to see sizable’trout hauled out
ne after another in plain sight of noisy
eople.
About two miles north (downstream)
f Fishing Bridge, Yelwowstone River is
ood fly water. The| indigenous cut-
throat trout is the only specie found in
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this part of the stream. They are hand-
some fish: bright, brassy yellow on the
sides, and deep olive-green on the back,
heavily spotted with black dots. Because
of the crystal clarity of the water, it is
ossible to see trout in the stream if the
ight is right. Casting to a fish that is in
ﬁlain sight when he slants up to your

y is an added thrill. In the Yellowstone
River the trout run very uniform as to
size: mnearly all will be almost exactly
one pound in weight. Fed by the clear,
cold water of Yellowstone Lake, the
river stays cold all summer and fishing
is good right through the entire summer.

Neighboring Waters. An interesting
day can be spent in grayling fishing in
nearby Grebe Lake.

The upper portion of Slough Creek is
worth the effort required to reach it. Big
cutthroats can be taken on dry flies
there after the high water subsides in
early July.

Lewis |Lake. South of Yellowstone
Lake is the Pacific drainage, consisting
of streams and lakes destined for the
Snake and Columbia Rivers. Lewis Lake
lies in the Park on the main highway.
It holds big brown trout and Macki-
naws, both being exotic species. Pos-
sessors of portable boats: are urged to
ascend the inlet to Lewis Lake, to the
point where the rapids bar further
navigation. Mackinaws take a small
spinner and fly readily in the rapids.

Lewis River. Below Lewis Lake, the
Lewis River runs within sight of the
road for a mile or so. It is smooth as a
mirror, running about three feet deep
over clean gravel, with no cover of any
kind. It presents about the toughest
possible problem fishing, but it is worth
trying if fish are seen rising, or if a
breeze ripples the surface. Brown trout
of 5 and|6 pounds, and even more, are
present in this stretch. They are proba-
bly all iEsh that have dropped down-
stream from Lewis Lake.

The Lewis River farther down, where
it runs through a deep canyon, produces
good catches, but getting back up to
the road means a difficult climb. Few
people fish the lower part of the Lewis,
and almost none fish in the even more
inaccessible part of the Snake River
that flows out of Yellowstone Park.-

Falls River. Inasmuch as this stream
is best reached from Ashton, Idaho, and
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part of it is in that state, most of it is
described under IpAHo, which see.

The Falls River in Yellowstone Park
is enormously wide, around 300 feet or
so. It is a stream of great natural beauty,
but in the Park it is not a good fishing
stream. Being wide, shallow, rather swift,
and devoid of cover, it is likely that the
larger trout either move downstream
to the deeper canyon water, or else
shift up into the Bechler where food is
plentiful and the water deeper and
colder.

Bechler River. The chief tributary
of the Falls River is the fabulous Bech-
ler River, all of which lies within
Yellowstone Park. To reach the Bechler,
you drive 6 miles north from Ashton,
Idaho, on the Yellowstone Highway,
and turn to the right just before reach-
ing the store and cabins at Warm River,
Idaho. A wide, gravel road soon brings
you to the Park line where a sign board
informs you that you are now in Yellow-
stone. Beyond this point the road is a
wide, hard-surfaced boulevard that ter-
minates at the falls which give the main
river its name. The existence of this
short piece of super highway lends cre-
dence to the rumor that some day a new
Park entrance will be established here
and the road extended to connect with
the rest of the Park road system at “Old
Faithful,” bypassing both the West
Entrance and South Gate. However,
even if this does happen, the Bechler
River will remain comparatively undis-
turbed for many years to come.

There are three reasons for the
Bechler’'s immunity from overfishing.
First, it is remote from any town or
resort, being entirely cut off from the
rest of the Park. Second, it requires an
hour’s hike through the timber to reach
it. Third, and most important, it is
guarded by an army of winged dragons,
the greatest concentration of mosquitoes
and deer flies ever seen anywhere in the
whole region.

The Bechler meanders down a long
meadow that stretches for miles to the
north. Until late summer this is a vast
swamp, breeding the insect hordes that
make fishing impossible. In warm
weather none can endure the layers of
fabric required to keep the insects from
biting through clothing. Insect repel-
lents do keep mosquitoes in check quite

| well, but deer flies ignore them. It is
only after the first killing frosts of mid-
 September that the Bechler can be fished
rat all. '

¥
i

Those fortunate enough to be in the

" neighborhood in late September should

i

| plan to visit the Bechler. Nearly all large

. streams in the West hold big trout, and

| free-wheeling descriptions are
' give the reader
' the fish are big,

apt to
the impression that all
‘which obviously is un-

' true—but it does come very close to

" being true in the Bechler.

Any fisherman

- who takes the trouble to res_lch this
. stream will not be interested in small

trout. In flat, open water of this kind it
is easy to distinguish the rise of small

" trout and thus avoid wasting time on

them. :

There are plenty of trout iIn the
Bechler scaling upwards of 5 pounds
Trout this big take a lot of careful
handling to tire out with terminal tackle
of dry fly size. Small hooks tend to cut
themselves free, and 3X gut is apt to
chafe through in a weed bed, or get
cut off by the trout’s teeth.

Although the Bechler is primarily a
dry fly stream, a careful angler can 1m-
rove his chances by using a small wet
gy or nymph and a leader tapered down
to 1X. With a dry fly one tries to drop
the fly a foot or less upstream from the
last rise. Because of the added hook
weight in even a small wet fly, and the
somewhat heavier leader, it is best to
cast well above the last observed rise
so that the impact of the fly will not
alarm the trout. If the sunken fly is
taken by the fish you may see a bulge
in the surface or you may not. To be
sure, watch the leader at the point where
it enters the water. If the fly is taken,
the leader will stop drifting down stream
and will be drawn into the water as the
line begins to tighten.

The _ Bechler, like most meadow
streams, is best fished from the bank.
Move slowly and keep well back out
of sight. See also Rocky MOUNTAIN
TrouT FISHING. —D. Martinez

YELLOWSTONE RIVER. Flowing
out of Yellowstone Lake in Yellowstone
Park, Wyoming, this stream offers good
fly fishing for cutthroat trout along
some stretches of its upper reaches.

Entering Montana, the Yellowstone
River flows north to Livingston, and

then west and north to fthe North Da-
Kkota border, where it joins the Missoun
River. It is paralleled by U.S. Route 89
to |Livingston, and from there to Glen-
dive by U.S. Route 10. State Highway
14 |traces the remainder of its course to
the North Dakota border. Prize-winning
rainbow trout have been taken from
this river. See MONTANA. :
YELLOWTAIL (Seriola mgzatlanq) 4
This fish generally confu"sed with Pacific
amberjack and Pacific yellowtail. Very
little is known of its hab_‘its.

|
DESCRIPTI?N

It has 21 to 22 %ill rakers on the first
ill before the angle, and a steep profile.
ridge runs along the top of the head.
is found from Mazatlan to the Gala-
pagos Islands off the E%uad,or coast.
Also another name for the PAcIFIC
gLLOWTAIL, and YELLOWTAIL SNAPPER,
ach of which see. \
YELLOWTAIL SNAPPER (Ocyurus
chrysurus) . This is a handsome and
abundant member of the Snapper Fam-
ily, Lutjanidae. Southern Florida anglers,

shing near the bottom, probably boat
%\ore of these than any other fish.

|

| DESCRXPT?ON

l Its size and deeply forked
off among snappers. 1t may reach over
2 feet and 3 or 4 pounds. Both the
elongated caudal peduncle and the long
lobes of the caudal fins stretch its
ength. The gill rakers are long and
numerous, numbering about 20 on the
Jlower part of the first gill arch. Com:-
pared with the rest of the body the head
appears short. g :

In color this snapper is bluish gray
streaked and spotted|with yellow. The
most prominent stripe runs backward
through the eye and widens at the
caudal peduncle. T}'x%re it merges with
five narrower stripes running along the
sides and continues back to cover the
caudal fin. Brassy splotches dapgle the
upper half of the ody. The fins are
yellowish. In the water the yellow dorsal
fins make a golden streak down the
center of an otherwise olivaceous back.

The iris is red. Qver certain back-
grounds the yellowtail snapper changes
color. When over white sand the yellow

|
|

|

|

|

|

|

tail set it




Donald ' S. Martinez

F l 723 S. ST. ANDREWS PL. !
e - T
Dear Sir® torn¥) S

Only yestdrday I tried to decipher your address™rom the littlse
cardboard box in which you sent certain flies to Aleck MacDonald
some months ago. Mr. MacDonald is in New Zesland right now, pre-
sumably having the time of his 1ife at Alan Pye's, but befBre he
left he handed me your sample flies, notes and the collection

of insects in formaiin. I still have -
inadvertantly neglecting to return them to MacDonald. My activity
( if that is the right word ) in this matter has been sketching
the insects in water color with the aid of a very low-power
microscdpe, and then attempting to work out tentative dressings
from the colored sketches, with the idesa of collaborating with
MacDonald next summer when he proposes to get out his book. I
will be at West Yellowstone again all next season, not far from
Coffee-Pot Lodge, MacDonalds Club on the Snaks.

|
|

I inteneded to write you to thank you for all the work you did
-on the insect collection, since I stand to profit perhaps in a
material way from this hookup. At the very deact "myidey fllog
will show an improvement and I have really enjoyed puttering
around with:the new dressings.

By the way, from the drawings in your book, I got the imression
that your fli=s werse more lightly dressed than they they really
are. For my own use, and for a very limited number of my customers
I prefer a fly with scanty hackle. However, in order to please

the majority of the people that I do work for, it is necessary

to make a pretty bulky fly. In the semples I am seAding you sep-
arately, the hackle is a bit longer and more of it than I like,
but in order to induce people to use my stuff at all, I have to

- make them this way. There is no point in my making flies that

will never get used.

Both Mr. MacDonald and I fully realize that we won't come very
close to final dressings on these new flies until after we

have hendled freshly caught specimens, and I also want to figure
on some sort of a quantiative analysis if I make myself clear.
Contrary to what you assumed from hearsay deseriptions of the
sneke-ladison ares, Ul spredominant type of fly during the latter
half of the season is tns caddis, all fairly large.

In the matter of Steelhesd flies, I am taking the 1iberty of
sending you & dozen ‘samples, my risk, of course. You can get a
much better idea &f what they look 1like than from any list.




Should you contempla}é visiting the lower Rogue (Lowery's) you
will want some - Ant, size 10 and 8. The samples are other-
wise sbout right for the KX¥math or the Umpqua. I can see in my
" mind certain fishermen of my aquaintance sadly’ sheking their heads
‘over some of these sample patterns. Even so, they represent not
- 'my own ideas so much as the concensus of opinion of successful
- anglers. The Steelhead flies put out by the factories are alwg s
woefully overdressed, being tied dry-fly style with a collar of
hackle shead of the wing. Since deep-swimming is what is needed
‘a flat, streamlined fly on a moderately heavy hook is what is
needed. If you happen to have some British Salmon flies on kize
8, 6 and 4 hooks, you will find them entirely practical. The
best patterns are really simplified salmon flies with either
buck or squirrel wings, jungle cock shoulders. Size 4 and 6 are
.. most useful size, mostly 6s. For the lower Rogue (i.e. the
. bottom 30 miles) smaller flies are used, viz 8 and 10, altho
- 68 and 4s are also employed. g

Frankly, despite all the heated arguments I hear about patterns
for steelhead, I think that when they are in the feeding mood

~ they will take practicaelly anything. Iy only convietion is that

. hackle-feather streamer flies are dis-appointing. Steelhead are

- the moodiest fish of the lot, striking freelytet times and at
other times stubbornly refusing to look at anything. This alter-
nating mood of theirs convinces the fisherman thet either he
‘has discovered the all-time champion fly, or that the flies he
has are worthless depending on the way his luck runs. This same
thing is true of trout fishing in general, but doubly true in
Steelheadin'. B

Please keep the dry flies and next winter I will send a series
of the patterns that we arrive at during the coming summer:
they will very likely be entirely unlike theee guesework flies.

The sample flies you can use to order from, if they meet with
your approval, sufficiently, or they may be returned. These,
my best grade wet flies I get $3.00 a dozen for. I prefer to
send all flies on approval subject to return if not exactly
vwhat is waented. :

Yiraculously, the steelhead have returned this winter to certain
" short streams entering the ocean near Los Anfles, and we heave

bemn having some really fine fishing in a small stream only

20 miles from my homs. It is preserved which of course accounts

for the fishing being so good. Here is a snapshoy of my companion

with two fish we kept last week. :

Thank you again for/being so thorough and obliging about
classifying MacDonaldls insects.

Very truly yours

lneld 7 adpen,




“Skillman” Fishing Tackle FEderal 6863

Blondldl S Mot
723 So. St. Andrews Pl.

Bes ‘Angeles, “Calif,, o Rahl2300 1 g3 9

r. Preston Jennings

M
Brooklyn, N.X.

Dozen No.300 series Steelhead Flies st .25

Sent on approval, my risk.







FISHING GUIDE

By DONALD S. MARTINEZ
West Yellowstone, Mont.

DON’S TACKLE SHOP

There is no better trout fishing region with some experts going to 3X, which is

in the United States than the section within
a radius of 100 miles around West Yellow-
stone. Bigger fish may be taken during a
brief period in the fall in certain Steelhead
rivers emptying into the Pacific, and there
are places where a greater number of fish
may be caught at times, but considering the
great variety of water, weather conditions,
beauty of scenery, accessibility, large aver-
age size of fish, long season and safe wading
this district is without a peer. There are
hundreds of miles of large rivers running
beside the highways, and other hundreds of
miles of open water to be reached by side
roads or trails. Practically all of this
water is on public land, either National Park
or National Forest, open to the public.

This map is only an outline of the avail-
able fishing. It will help you plan your
time to advantage, however. Space does
not permit a full description of each place.
Where the map itself is obscure, or the text
is not clear, please call on us in the store
for fuller information. Conditions vary from
time to time; a stretch of water that was
barren in June may be excellent in August.
It is our business to keep posted.

GAME LAWS

To insure continued good fishing the
authorities both in and out of the Park oc-
casionally close certain waters to fishing.
License requirements vary from year to year.
-To be on the safe side consult us first.

SURPLUS FISH

We are always grateful for the loan of
an exceptionally large trout for display
purposes, but we deplore contests and com-
petitions based on size or number of fish
caught, regardless of method employed.
Competition has no place in trout fishing.
A large catch of average sized fish is inter-
esting chiefly to the person that caught
them. Well-meaning people sometimes offer
us fish as a gift. We can not use them.
Unless you intend to ship out a catch, pleass
return surplus trout to the water. [4is
harder at first to put back a good fish than
it is to catch it, but returning fish can be
made a habit like anything else. Some of
the best fishermen do not carry a net or a
basket, releasing all their fish except an
occasional very large specimen.

SELECTION OF FLIES

Early and late in the season, trout are
taken on very large and gaudy flies, either
streamers or bucktail patterns. Our exper-
ience during the past two seasons indicates
that the use of these large flies in mid-sea-
son is a serious mistake. Instead of the
bulky Jock Scots and squirrel tails used in
the past, the more successful anglers now
favor flies on hooks number 10 and 12 for
the Madison River and in Hebgen Lake. The
marked preference of the local fly fishermen
for flies either dark in color or solid black
should be heeded by strangers to these waters.
The most effective wet fly in 1939 and
1940 was the Black Woolly-warm with the
rough-bodied Black Nymph a close second.
Either of these two were consistently deadly
in a small size when fished on a light lead-
er, IX gut being the most popular weight

perhaps too light for safety in wet fly fish-
ing where the fish average better than two
pounds. A careful dry fly man can get along
with 3X gut, rarely popping off a fly, but
will lose flies right along when fishing wet
with gut finer than 1X. However, the
greater number of strikes due to the use
of light leaders compensates for the loss of
an occasional fly.

Favorite dry fly patterns include the
Adams, Birch’s Favorite, Dunham, Special
Ginger Quill and the Bi-visibles. During the
month of June long hackled Variants on
a 12 hook work well, due to the presence
of the Brown Drake on the water, but later
small flies do better. At times size 16s
are a necessity.

As the experienced fisherman knows with-
out being told, the best dry flies are apt to
be small in size and dull in color. The nearer
they approach the natural insects in size and
outline, the more likely they are to work.
Here again pattern is less important than
good floating qualities.

Commencing in 1938 we began collecting
and classifying natural trout stream insects
from both the Madison and the Snake River
watersheds. It is our intention to continue
collecting the insects on which the trout
feed and to work out artificials with the co-
operation of certain expert fishermen. Dry-
fly men can make a more intelligent selec-
tion of flies after examining the actual in-
sects than they can hope to do by acting
on hunches, or taking the advice of some
tackle dealer in a remote city. The writer is
well equipped to tie flies in imitation of the
natural insects of this section, having been
a fly maker for 20 years. Where the pattern
permits we use game-cock hackle exclusively,
insuring durable, high-floating flies. By
selling direct to the user we keep our prices
at a level actually lower than the cost of
ordinary hardware store flies.

LIVERY & GUIDE SERVICE

To engage a professional guide for the
first day at least of your visit is a good in-
vestment. He can show you the best places
and correct any minor faults in your method
of fishing or selection of tackle. "We operate
a livery service to and from the streams
for the convenience of anglers coming by
Western Air Express plane, who do not have
the use of a car during their stay.

N. B. Hebgen is an artificial lake created
by the dam at its western end. The map
shows the shore line at full highwater stage.
When the water is at a lower level, certain
bays will be dry ground with the streams
flowing in their old channels. Choice fishing
will always be had near where streams enter
the lake but when a lower water level exists,
the streams mouths will not be where they
are shown on the map.

Numbered Circles On the Map
1. Mouth of the South Fork. Go West on

No. 191 about 7 miles, turn right, across
road from schoolhouse, checking road by
small creek, go north about 3 miles to shore
of lake. Many large fish will be seen feed-
ing in the evening in the slowly moving

water of the river channel. Wet flies best,

boots or waders needed.

2. The South Fork. Turn right on Lake
Shore road (marked with sign) 4.1 miles West
of town on 191 as above, where straight
stretch of highway ends. The stream may
be reached by turning off on any of several
side roads to the left, after driving two miles
into the woods. Perfect Dry-fly water, trout
average 18 inches, mostly rainbows. Hip
boots are sufficient.

3. The Peninsula —

Check speedometer as you turn off main
highway onto Lake Shore Road. Go 4.1
miles and turn off Lake Shore Road to your
left. Fish anywhere around this peninsula,
particuiarly in the Bay. The channel runs
south along the east side of the point,
and can be reached by wading. The west
side of the point may be fished from shore.
Grayling are taken here at times.

4, Mouth of the Madison. 3.5 miles
North of town, turn left at Lake Shore Road.
Park anywhere about .5 miles after leaving
highway. Fine run of slow-moving water for
either nymphs or wet-flies. High waders
needed here.

5. Cross Madison River and turn left 300
yards at top of grade. Park in grove of pine
trees a half mile west of highway. River
channel runs along this shore of the lake.
Boots required here. Try dry flies or nymphs
in swampy back-water pools scattered
among the willows for Eastern Brook Trout
if lake shore does not produce.

6. Angle right from highway on old
gravel road 3.4 miles north of town coming
out on Madison River near Thornton’s Camp,
at old wooden bridge, that can be seen up-
stream from present cement bridge on high-
way. Good stretch of dry-fly water on near
side of little island in the river about 300
yards above old bridge. Fish close to either
bank.

7. Turn right on dirt road at head of
grade 300 yards ofter crossing bridge. About
1.8 miles after leaving highway the river’s
presence will be indicated below high bank.
River may be reached from several parking™ ™
places along here. All fine water thru this
stretch. Wet flies best. Waders needed.
Few fishermen work this water.

8. Turn right at Forest Service sign
""Baker’s Hole’” 3 miles north of town on
191. Very good place late in the season
Also a good place for a voluntary swim.

9. Back of the Barns. Most over-fished
and at the same time the most productive
stretch of the Madison. Turn left one mile
after entering Park. Road leads into a
clearing with many buildings, the old stage-
barns being the most prominent. The course
of the river will be seen about a half mile
distant. Two white trestles mark Hole No.
1, next one downstream is Hole No. 2 dis-
tinguished by big rock where road leads
down to the water and No. 3 is the last
pool working down stream. If all three
pools are busy, continue down stream on
dirt road running along the edge cf the high
ground about a mile, and try your luck. The
water for some distance above and below the
3 ""Holes’ is shallow and lacking in hiding
places which probably explains the presence
of so many trout in the “"Holes’’.

(Continued on Back Page)
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10. Cougar Creek. An ideal Eastern Brook
Trout stream if there ever was one. Slow
and deep. Banks are brushy in places.
Worms are the safest bet here.

11. Duck Creek. From the highway
down to Hebgen Lake the banks are very
thickly grown with willows. It is not an
easy stretch to fish, but pays well for the
user of dry flies. Just inside the Park line
is a vast meadow running back for miles to
the east. Here is an unbeatable stretch of
perfect dry fly water. Moderate depth and
slow current. The trout are mostly Browns
with Rainbows, Brooks and Grayling for var-
iety.

12. The Grayling. Excellent dry-fly stream
up to August 1st. Turn off highway to the
right before reaching the place where the
stream parallels the road. Leave car when
creek is reached. Fish up as far as barns on
left bank facing up-stream. Fish will be in
pockets in the riffles. Dry-fliers best, hip
boots sufficient.

The Grayling in the Park offers nice fish-
ing at a point 15.5 miles from town. Moose
trouble occurs here sometimes; cows with
calves should be avoided.

13. About 7 miles inside the Park Gate,
the road crosses the Madison. Upstream
from the bridge is a stretch of very inter-
esting dry-fly water. The fish lie along the
bank which is cut under by the current and
also in depressions in the bed of the river.
Can be fished from the bank.

14. The Nine Mile Hole. A little less
than nine miles inside the Park gate. Two
very large boulders about 150 yards apart
on the near bank mark this spot. The
boulders resemble haystacks that have been
eaten away near the ground. The run of

deep water past the space between the
boulders is nearly always good for at least

one big rainbow. Large flies, fished wet.
Waders or hip boots.

15. The Firehole. Neither too hard nor
too easy, the Firehole is the ace dry-fly
stream of this section. The fish are mostly
Browns with a fair number of rainbows. The
thick growth of weeds in the stream harbors
countless insect larvae. There is a big hatch
of flies of one sort or another every evening
and rising fish can be found at all times.
Fish over 3 pounds are no rarity. The water
is warm but the fish are in no way weakened
because of this fact. Some fine water lies
right beside the main road where the canyon
widens out above the falls. If you can get
past this stretch without stopping to fish,
you reach—

16. The Mouth of the Nez Perce. Turn
off highway to right crossing the Nez Perce
Creek on plank bridge seen from highway.
Park anywhere in the next quarter mile.
This is a rather deep, slow-moving stretch
of water, but feeding fish are most apt to
be close to either bank or in the shallow
glides. Very small dry flies are indicated
here besides iarger imitations of the various
sedge flies that are nearly always in evi-
dence. When rising fish are scarce, try
nymphs. Waders needed, but good fishing
can be had from the bank at times.

17. Biscuit Meadows. Park near sign-
board on highway reading '’Biscuit Basin”
and walk to Firehole River about one hun-
dred yards to the west. Not muched fished
in this stretch, the River holds many big
fish in this portion.

18. Grebe Lake. The place to get Gray-
ling. This lake is closed to fishing by the
Park authorities until late in the season.
Ask before planning to visit it. A hike of
about 40 minutes from the gate beyond
which cars are not allowed brings you out
on the southeast corner of the lake, near

the Grayling Hatchery. Mark the spot
where you emerged from the woods well, if
you plan on staying till dark. Best fishing
will be found around east end of lake near
mouth of a small creek. Besides the very
plentiful Grayling there are some fine rain-
bows to be had here. Grayling are a moody
fish, but by staying till dusk, a good catch
is reasonably certain. Rather small flies are
preferred, fished wet. Gauze wing patterns
are highly recommended and squirrel tail
patterns in size 12 will be found effective.

19. Slough Creek. There are very large

Cut-throat in the flat stretches to be reached
by the road and trail indicated on the map.

20. After viewing the Grand Canyon of
the Yellowstone time yourself to reach the
part of the Yellowstone River above the
falls anywhere from a mile upstream from
the mouth of Alum Creek to a point 2 miles
down from the outlet, at sundown. Every
evening there is a big rise of Yellowstone
Cut-throat, all running about a pound. Dry-
flies size 14 or 16 to match the duns on
the water will do the trick here. Watch out
for white marl patches in the bed of the
stream: they are very slippery. There is no
handsomer variety of trout than these Cut-
throat. Keep only five fish.

21. The Gibbon. Open water in the
meadows. Plenty of good trout but by no
means easy to catch. Recommended as a
change from fishing in big waters. Dry-
flies. Boots.

22. The Lower Madison. In the Gorge.
Unlike the Upper Madison where the trout
all run around two pounds, down here they
come in all sizes. Your next fish may be
six inches or six pounds. Most of them will
be around 10 inches, and flies size 8 or 10
are most useful. The bed of the river is made
up of round, smooth boulders, the current
is swift, so unless you are experienced in
swift water wading it is advisable to pass
up the Madison below the Dam. Neither
felt nor hob-nails hold well on the smooth
rocks.

23. The Madison along here is not as
swift and treacherous as in part nearer
the dam, but it is still no place for a novice.
To reach the back road on the other side
of the river, cross on the plank bridge lead-
ing to Cliff Lake Post Office. Best flies last
season were Black Nymphs, size 10 and
Black Quill with squirrel tail wing.

24, Cliff Lake. Lake Tahoe on a small
scale for scenery. This is the best place we
know, for a specimen Rainbow. Fish over
five pounds are quite common. Boats, guide
and outboard when required, may be had at
Neely’s Ranch at very reasonable rates.
Early and late in season is best time for ex-
ceptionally large trout. Take warm clothing;
sudden showers are frequent at this altitude
but seldom last long. Medium sized Cut-
throat occur in enough numbers to keep the
fisherman interested if the big Rainbows
happen to be suiking. Very large flies are
needed and the best heavy leaders at your
disposal. Neely’s Ranch is outfitting point
for pack trips to Hidden and Otter Lakes.

25. Red Rock Creek in Centennial Valley.
35 miles from town. Eastern Brook Trout
and Grayling in good numbers. Not recom-
mended after August 10. Red Rock Lakes
are the home of the last surviving trumpeter
Swans. A smaller stream than any listed
above; hip boots are all the protection
needed. Fish average about 10 inches.

26. The Gallatin. The River is of only
moderate size where it first meets the high-
way but grows larger every mile it travels.
After summer showers it is sometimes milky
for a short time. Usually it is exceptionally
clear, always cold and for the most part
rather swift and shallow. Like the Lower

Madison it holds fish of every size but most
of them are well-conditioned Rainbows of
about three-fourths of a pound. Despite its
fast current it is an excellent dry-fly stream.
After Alfigust Ist flies made to imitate a
grasshopper have been very effective.

27. Hidden Lake can be reached in an
easy one day trip by way of Elk Lake. Fish-
ermen are ferried across Elk Lake and driven
to Hidden Lake. A reasonable charge covers
transportation and boat hire on Hidden
Lake. Flies similar to British Salmon flies
work well here.

28. Unlike many lakes, Hebgen offers
excellent fly fishing during the entire open
season. In the hottest weather the fish
take flies nicely. Almost the entire shore
line of some fifty miles can be reached by
road, or a day spent in fishing from a boat
is restful after a prolonged spell of stream
fishing. Near the mouths of streams en-
tering the lake will be found occasional
Grayling and Eastern Brook Trout. Silver-
side salmon are picked up occasionally.
They resemble a Rainbow rather closely, but
show no pink or red markings and are
somewhat chunkier in build. The common-
est fish in Hebgen is the Rainbow-Cutthroat
hybrid. In most cases the Rainbow strain
predominates. Browns (often called Loch
Levens in the west) are the second common-
est fish. Whitefish are taken at times,
mainly near the mouth of the South Fork.

From daylight until two in the after-
noon is usually the best time to fish Heb-
gen. After that time, the wind comes up
and makes casting difficult. When the
wind dies down again toward sunset is also
a good time to fish. Although the places
where a stream comes in are fished the
most, the fact is that one place is about as
good as another clear around the entire
lake. Notice the direction of the wind
and go to a place where the breeze will be
off shore, in orded to assist casting and
lengthen the time until the wind gets too
strong for easy fishing.

When the fish are taking surface insects,
try dry flies. There is no point in moving
from place as feeding fish are always cruis-
ing along the shore and they will come to
you if you stand still.

The north fork of the Snake River rises
at "’Big Springs’’ shown at the lower edge
of the map. It is a wide, slow moving
stream down as far as the Island Park Re-
servoir, very clear and cold. High waders
are needed but the wading is safe and easy,
due to the smooth gravel stream bed. The
river teems with small and medium sized
fish and casts are rewarded with rises more
often than not. There are plenty of big
fish, not easy to take, to occupy the ad-
vanced angler who wants “‘problem fish-
ing’’. Species of trout are Rainbow, Eastern
Brook and Cutthroat. Although essentiaily
a dry fly stream, small nymphs haove taken
many good fish in recent seasons.

It is sincerely hoped that this Guide will
make your stay in or near West Yellowstone
more enjoyable. If we can save you a wasted
day or introduce you to a new stream we
will feel well repaid. One thing we are sure
of is that we know more about trout fishing
than map-making, so our feelings will not
be hurt in the least if you ask us to make
clear to you anything that is written or
drawn on this map. With a reasonable
amount of effort you should catch some
good trout every day of your stay in this
section. If your luck continued bad, it may
be your flies that are at fault. Perhaps we
can help you. Somebody from our shop
is out fishing everyday. Our information
on conditions and what flies the fish are
taking is not founded on guesswork or
hearsay.
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‘leear Sir-f

. When I wrote you yesterday about steelhead flies 1

" ' must have had my mind on dry flies, because I omitted

.. the 'veryb popular 'Golden Demon" from the 1ist. This

©. £1y 48 much diversified, but the sample herewith is
" fairly. typical.. i ‘ ,

. Dwo of the patterns in the assortment Tri-color and Logie
. were. put in chiefly because 1 consider them handsome
- £14es, but in the interests of accuracy I should
_ v*mention the fact that they are neither of" them to be
j,;considered as popular steelhead flies.

'TeThe Alonendrs han & cerbsin nunber of eflisrentsi=o
- I am sending one of them as well as the Golden Demon.

";Very truly yours

fo.tw 2Ty

i Eebrnarﬁ!24, 1939




¥arch lat’ 1939.
¥y dear ¥r, Hertinez:

: Under pepscats cover I sm returning

- 4he Tlies whieh you wers geood enough to send on spprovel,
Perheps I 414 not mpke nyself wvery clesr in my letter, but
211 I wvanted was & lint of yocur popular Steelheed patterns,
In sny case, I went to thank you for your thoughtfulness
in sendirg the flles =and@ if I could offord the luxury, I
would gdd them to my collection salthough I heve and

enm familisr with €1l of tkhe petterns,

, I was hopeful that sorme of your
patterns would show some relatlonshly to & few of the
more common insests indigencus to the Fecific Coest, but
ywith the exesytion of the Roycl Coachman and ths Umpqua
© Favorite pll of the patterns meem to be of Dritish origin,

In regerd to the dryfly petterms,
I vould like to see the resulis of your developments
- gfter you heve had & chanee to work with the living insect.
I would li¥e to point out,however, that undyed materiels
have iy general baen preferred for dryflies. This
material and hackles especlally is nct eveilsble In
pufficient guanitien for commercisl fly tying eand for
that recsgon I have hed to contimuelly refuse to have
 my neme gonnected with & conmerelsl venture.

: . Thers is no guestion tut whet
rersely dressed flles will X411 more fish than bulky

- ones and I iry to kXeep on the sparse slde.

. : Coddin flles sre certeinly important
47 northern letitudes end it is %oo bed thet so little ;
18 Inorm of them. In this region they ere salmost entirely !
nocturnal end for thet reason ere of little importonce

. ¢0 the dryfly fishernsn, Perheps they ere dey flies st
. high elevationm end it would be interesting to have your

observations,
| Agein thenking you, I =m
Jours truldyy




Donald S. Martinez

723 S. ST. ANDREWS PL.
LOS ANGELES

March 6, 1939

Mr. Preston Jennings
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Jennings:

So far as I know, the only insect 'hatching in October and
Novemebr on the Rogue and the Klamath Rivers, that is large
enough, and common enough to be considered as part of the
diet of Steelhead trout, is the insect shown in this sketech.
It emerges on cold, rainy days. The nymph is & very heavy
bodied, clumsy 1ooking affair. They make their way to the
edge of the river, crawling up on stones to shed their nympheid
shucks. I recall that the nymphs seem entirely at home in the
air, showing considerable activity. If I did not grad then
quickly, they would evade my hand and scuttle back into the
water agdin. ;

This mketch 1s from notes in my note-book and is colored
from/emory. It 1s close enough to identify the insect.

The reason I am stressing this one tnsect is because, so far
as I say definitely, it is the only insect that has been
taken as a pattern for an artificial fly, and only by a very
limited number of Steelhead anglers. The artificisl intended
to simulate this bug is usually an imported May-fly, detached
body covered with pale gray floss, whole feather wings from
the shoulder of a drake mellards wing with a heavy hackle of
blue gray. Which does not come within 700 miles of imitating
the actual fly, to my notion. A much closer imitation would
be No.8 quill Gordon dry-fly, tied very spar"ely to be fished
wet. But the body should be quite thick.

In describing the natural above, I should have said that the
winged form is much heavier, 'stubbier' than other may-flies.

The person best qualified to tell you waht insects are #sken
by Steelhead is Mr. Milton Bugbee, Vida, Oregon. He fishes
pretty much the year around and makes his home on the MacKen-
zie at the Oregon eddress, besides which they have another
place on the hlamath River at Somes Bar, Calif. Vida, Orsgon
is more apt to reach him. He has kept notes on what he has
found in the stomachs of steelhead, or I should said - failed
to find, as they are apt to either entirely empty or with just
a few odds and ends, frequently of no nutritive value.

( I recall a b pounder from the Klamath that we kept to broil,
that was loaded to the guards with wild grapes, loosened
from the yines over the water by a high wind that dey . )




I would hazard a guess that natural ineects have had Ko measur-
- able part in the designing of steelhead flies. Late in the year
there are not meny flies on the water when the bulk of the fish-
ing takes place. The fish are apt to be in deep, rough water
calling for heavy gut and big hooks. The average steelhead angler
is rarely the ohservant type of fellow. lMostly they are inter-
ested in only in hooking fish by & mechanical rep¥tition of
long casts, pretty much at random. The fish are usually out
beyond the distance where a small fly can be presented with
any acocuracy. Only seldom do enough fish show to meke it pay
to try a dry fly. When fish are seen rising, they are more apt
to be salmon than trout altho there is no of telling for sure
which species it is as the salmon make a slow head and tail
rise exactly like that of a feeding trout.

Ag to dry flyb hackle, you are of course perfectly right the
difficulty of getting natural dun necks in any quantity. Even
iZ dyed hackles do work as well as natural, the fact that:
really good white necks are almost unohtainable, makes it a
never ending problem to keep & supply of blue gray and dun
necks. An elderly agquaintanse of mine had quite a few natural
blue dun necks about a year ago. I propose to wheedle out of
him where he got them. As I recall it, they were not very ex-
pensive. If I f£ind out where he got them, I will let you know.

Mr. Bugbee 1s the sort of man that likes to do #££€vors for
other anglers. I feel sure he will gladly give you the results
of his findings.

Very truly yours

zgw,z/%zg

Caddis flies are in evidence all day long up our way in lonkhna.
The main body of ¢addis flies spend the greater paft of the day'
on grass stems in the meadows, congregating in vest numhers over
the water about one hour beflore sunset, but there always a few
individuals on the water regardless of the time of day.
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'ISHING GUIDE

- By DONALD S. MARTINEZ -
Tofem Tackle Shop, West Yellowstone, Mont.

" There is no better trout fishing region
‘.7 In the United States than the section
. within a radius'of 100 miles around West
" Yellowstone, Bigger fish may be taken

* during a brief period in the fall in cer-

“ tain Steelhead rivers emptying into the

Pacitic, and there are places where a
. greater number of fish may be caught
at times, but considering the great vari-
ety of water, weather conditions, beauty
accessibility, large average
~ size of fish, long season and safe wading -
this distrlct is without a peer. There are
hundreds of miles of large rivers running
beside the highways, and other hundreds
of miles of open water to be reached by-
side roads and trails. Practically all of
this * water is on public land, either
National Park or National Forest, open

to the public.
.+ This map is only an outline of thé
. avallable fishing. It will help you plan
"your time to advantage, however. Space
does not permit a full description of each
place. Where the mar itself is obscure,

‘. or the text is not clear, pease call on us

in the Totem for fuller information.

" Conditions vary from time to time; a
stretch of water that was barren in June
** may be excellent in August.

busmess to keep posted. :

It is our

SHIPPING FISH

We have facllities for keeping trout in
cold storage, and if you plan to take
some home with you, we will freeze them
for you overnight, We do not charge our
patrons for this service. Trout may be
shipped by Rallway Express to any point
in the country, the compa.ny keeping them
ised until delivered.

SURPLUS FISH

We are always grateful for the loan of
an exceptionally large trout for display
purposes, but we deplore contests and
competitions based on size or nuraber of
fish caught, regardiess of method em-
ployed. Competition has no place in trout
fishing, A large catch of average sized

~ fish is interesting caiefly to the person

that caught them. Well-meaning people
sometimes offer us fish as a gift. We
can not use them. Unless you intend to
ship out a catch, please return surplus
It is harder at first
to put bsck & good fish than it is to
" catch it, but returning fish can be made
a habit like anything else. Some of the
best fishermen do not carry a net or a
basket, releasing ail their fish except an
occasional very large specimen.

SELECTION OF FLIES

In wet flies, the consensus of opinion
favors flies larger and brighter than those
commonly used elsewhere. This is about the
only observation that can be safely made,
80 wide is the range of size and pattern.
We can tell you what flies have taken
.~ prize fish in the past, and what patterns
‘. &re delivering from day to day: the final

choice you will have to make yourself.
Some of the patterns that have been most
popular in recent years are Black Doctor,
Silver Doctor, Royal Coachman, both
bucktail and streamer wing, Matuka, (a
New Zealand design), Jock Scot, Alexan-
dra, Mormon Girl with squirrel-tail wing,
Black Nymph and Golden Demon. This
list is by no means complete. More
important than pattern in wet flies is
the way they are tied. They should be

on heavy hooks to induce quick sinking.

and most important of all, they must not
be bulky, because a fly that is over-
dressed will drag to the surface in swift
water, regardless of the weight of the
hook upon which it is tied. Flies made
along the lines of British salmon flies are
best, being designed to swim deep in the
current, ' They shouiz be flat and stream-
lined, and not made like an oversize dry-fly,
the common fault of factory tlies in this
country. In waters tributary to Hebgen
Lake and in the Lake itself sizes 4 and 6
are most used, in other waters they
should be smaller, with certain exceptions
that will be noted
descriptions of fishing places that follow.

As the experienced tisherman knows
without being told, the best dry flies are
apt to be small in size and dull in color.

_The nearer they approach the natural

insects in size and outline, the more likely
they are to work. Here again pattern is
less important than good floating
qualities. i

Commencing in 1938 we began collect-
ing and classifying natural trout stream
insects from both the Madison and the
Snak River watersheds. It is our inten-
tioon to continue collecting the insects on
which the trout feed, and to work out
artificials with the co-operation of cer-
tain expert fishermen. Dry-fly men can
make a more imntelligent selection of flies
after examining the actual insects than
they™ can hope to do by acting on hunches,
or taking the advice of some tackle dealer
in a remote city. The writer is well
equipped to tie flies in imitation of the
natural ‘insects of this section, having
been a fly lmaker for 19 years. Where
the pattern permits, we use game-cock
hackle exclusively, insuring durable, high-
floating tlies, By selling direct to the
user we keep our prices at a level actu-
ally lower than the cost of ordinary
hardware store flies.

GUIDE SERVICE

There are several of us attached to the
Totem in one way or another, that go
fishing at every opportunity. Very often
one of us can go along with a stranger
to this section. We make no charge for
this sort of intangible service, We can
always supply the names of competent
professional guides, when required. In
general, gnides are not needed. With the
exception of the Madison River below the
dam, all the streams are safe to wade and

all worth-while water is shown on this .

map.

In the numbered-

N. B. Hebgen is an artificial lake cre-
ated by the dam at its western end.. The
map shows the shore line at full high-
water stage. When the water is at a
lower level, certain bays will be dry
ground with the streams flowing in their
old channels. Choice fishing will always
be had near where streams enter the lake,
but when a lower water level exists, the
stream mouths will not be where they
are shown on the map

Description of Places Identified by
Numbered Circles on the Map

1. Mouth of the South Fork. Go West
on No. 191 about 7 miles, turn right,
checking road by small creek, go north
about 83 miles to shore of lake. Many
large fish will be seen feeding in the eve-
ning in the slowiy moving water of the °
river channel. Large wet flies best, boots
or waders needed.

2. The South Fork. Turn right on Lake
Shore road (marked with sign) 4 miles
West of town on 191 as above, where
straight stretch of highway ends. The
stream may be reached by turning off
on any of several side roads to the left,
after driving two miles into the woods.
Perfect Dry-tly water, trout average 18
inches, mostly ralnbows Hip boots are
sufficient, -

3. The Peninsula. Turn out across sage
brush flat 4 miles from No. 191 on Lake

‘Shore Road. Brings you out across the

bay from No. 1. Very dependable place
for good fishing late in the day.” May be
fished from shore or waded. Cut-throats
and Grayling are often taken here, besides
the commoner Rainbow and Brown trout.

4. Mouth ‘of the Madison. 8.5 miles
North of town, turn left an Lake Shore
Road. Park anywhere about .5 miles after
leaving highway. Fine run of slow-mov-
ing water for either nymphs or wet-flies,
High waders needed here.

5. Cross Madison River and turn ieft
300 yards at top of grade. Park in grove
of pine trees a half mile west of high-
way. River chahnel runs along this shore
of the lake. Boots required here. Try
dry flies or nymphs in swampy back-
water pools scattered among the willows
for Eastern Brook Trout if lake shore

. does not produce.

6. Angle right from highway on old
gravel road 8.4 miles north of town com-
ing out on Madison River near Thornton's
Camp, at old wooden bridge, that can be
seen ups-tream from present cement
bridge on highway. Good stretch of dry-
fly water on far side of little island in
the river about 300 yards above old
bridge. Fish close to elther bank.

7. Turn right on little dirt road at head
of grade 800 yards after crossing bridge.
About 1.5 miles atter leaving highway
the river's presence will be indicated
below high bank. River may be reached
from several parking places along here.
All fine water thru this stretch. Wet.

(Continued on Back Page)
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Flies best. Waders needed. Few fishermen

" work this water,
' 8. Turn right at Forest Service sign
. “Baker’s Hole” 38 miles north of town on
191. Very good place late in the season.
Also a good place for a voluntary swim.
. 9. Back of the Barns. Most over-fished
and at the same time the most productive
stretch of the Madison. rn left one-
mile after entering Park. Road leads into
a clearing with many buildings, the old
stage-barns being the most prominent.
The course of the river will be seen about
a half mile aiszant. Two wwite trestles
mark Hole No. 1, next one downstream
is Hole No. 2, distinguished by big rock
where road leads down to the water and
No. 8 is the last pool working down
stream . If all three pocls are busy, con-
tinue down stream on dirt road running
along the edge of the high ground about
a mile, ané& try your luck. The water for
some distance above and below the 8
. “Holes” is shallow and lacking in hiding -
places, which probably explains the pres-
ence of so many trout in the ‘“Holes.”
- 10. The Cougar and 11. Duck Creek.
Only recommended for expert dry-fly men.
Plenty of good fish in flat, still water.
Mud bottom. 2
. '12. The Grayling. Excellent dry-fly
. stream up to August 1st. Turn off high-
‘way to the right before reaching the
place where the stream parallels the road.

. Leave car when creek is reached. Fish

" up as far as barns on left bank facing
up-stream. Fish will be in pockets in
the riftles. Dry-flies best, hip boots
sufficient, :

13. About 7 miles inside the Park Gate,
the road crosses the Madison. Upstream
from the bridge is a stretch of very inter-
esting dry-fly water. The fish lie along
. the bank which is cut under by the cur--
. rent and also in depressions in the bed of
the river.. Can be fished from the bank.
: 14. The Nine Mile Hole. A little less
than nine miles inside the Park gate.
Two very large boulders about 150 yards
apart on the near bank mark this spot.
The boulders resemble haystacks that
have been eaten away near the ground.
The run of deep water past the space
between the boulders is nearly aways
good for at least one big rainbow. Large
tlies, fished wet. Waders or hip boots.

15. The Firehole. Neither too hard nor
too easy, the Firehole is the ace dry-fly
stream of this section. The fish are most-
Iy Browns with a fair number of rain-
bows. The thick growth of weeds in the
- stream harbor countless insect Ilarvae.
There is a big hatch of flies of one sort
or another every evening and rishing fish
can be found at all times. Fish over 8
pounds are no rarity. The water is warm
but the tish are in no way weakened :
because of this fact. Some fine water lies
right beside the main road where the
canyon widens out above the falis. I you
can get past this stretch withoutstopping
to fish, you reach e

16. The Mouth of the Nez Perce. Turn
oft highway to right crossing the Nez
Perce Creek on plank bridge seen from
highway. Park anywhere in the next
quarter mile. This is a rather deep, siow-
moving stretch of water, but feeding fish
are most apt to be close to either bank or
in the shallow glides. Very small dry
- flles are indicated here besldes larger
imitations of the various sedges flies that
are nearly always in evidence. When ris- °
ing tish are scarce, try nymphs, Waders,

needed, but good fishing can be had from
“ the bank at times, f

17. Centirue on back road as above,
until a small lake is seen on the left. A
narrow road turns off to the left at the
far end of f8e lake and curves back
around the far side of the lake, bringing
Yyou within sight of a beautitul stretch of
water that is very seldom discovered by
the casual tourist type of angler. All
ideal dry-fly water for a mile or more
in either direction.

18. Grebe Lake. The place to get Gray-
ling. This lake is closed to fishing by
the Park authorities until late in the
season. Ask before piarning to visit it.
A hike of about 40 minutes from the
gate beyond which cars are not allowed
brings you out on the southeast corner
of the lake, near the Grayling Hatchery.
Mark the spot where you emerged from
the woods well, If you plan on staying
till dark. Best fishing will be found
around east end of lake near mouth of a
small creek. Besides the very plentiful
Grayling there are some fine rainbows
to be had here. Grayling are a moody
fish, but by staying till dusk, a good
catch is reasonably certain. Rather small
flies are preferred, fished wet. Gauze
wing patterns are highly recommended
and squirrel tail patterns in size 12 will
be found effective."

19. Slough Crek. The writer has never
tished here, but people that know say
that there are very large cut-throat in

‘the flat stretches to be reached by the

road and trail indicated on the map.

20. After viewing the Grand Canyon of
the Yellowstone, time yourself to reach
the part of the Yellowstone River above
the falls anywhere from a mile-upstream
from the mouth of Alum Creek to a point
2 miles down from the outlet, at sundown.
Every evening there is a big rise of Yel-
lowstone Cut-throat, all running about a
pound. Dry-flies size 14 or 16 to match
the duns on the water will do the trick
here. Watch out for white marl patches
in the bed of the stream: they are very
slippery. There'is no handsomer variety
of trout than these Cut-throat. Keep only
five fish,

21. The Gibbon. Open water in the
meadows. Plenty of good trout but by no
means easy to catch. Recommended as a
change from fishing in big waters. Dry-
flies. Boots.

22. The Lower Madison. In the Gorge.
Unlike the Upper Madison where
trout all run around two pounds, down
here they come in all sizes. Your next
fish may be six inches or six pounds.
Most of them will be around 10 inches,
and flies size 8 or 10 are most useful.
The bed of the river is made up of round,
smooth boulders, the current is swift, so
unless you are experlenced in swift water
wading, it is advisable to pass up the

the

Madison below the Dam. Neitier felt nor

hob-nails hold well on the smooth rocks.

23. The Madison along here is not as
swift and treacherous as in the part
nearer the dam, but it is still no place
for a novice. To reach the back road on
the other side of the river, cross on the
plank bridge leading to Cliff Lake Post
Oftice. Best flies last season were Black
Nymphs, size 10 and Black Quill with
squirrel tail wing.

24. Cliff Lake. Take Tahoe on 2 small
scale for scenery. This is the best place
we know, for a specimen Rainbow. Fish
ever five pounds are quite common.

Boats, guide and outboard when required
may be had at Neely’s Ranch at very
reasonable rates. Early and late in season
is best time for exceptionally large trout.
Take warm clothing; sudden showers are
frequent at this altitude but seldom last
long. Medium sized Cut-throat occur in
enough numbers to keep the fishnrman
interested if the big Rainbows happen to
be sulking., Very large flies are needed
and the best heavy leaders at your dis-
posal. Neely’s Ranch is outfitting point
for pack trips to Hidden and Otter Lakes.

25. Red Rock Creek in Centennial
Valley. 35 miles from town. Eastern
Brook Trout and Grayling in good num-
bers. Not recommended after August 10.
Red Rock Lakes are the home of the last
surviving Trumpeter Swans. A smaller
stream than any listed above; hip boots
are all the protection needed. Fish aver-
age about 10 inches.

26. The Gallatin. The River is of only
moderate size where it first meets the
highway, but grows larger every mile it
travels. After summer showers, it is
sometimes milky for a short time. Usual-
ly it is exceptionally clear, always cold
and for the most part rather swift and
shallow. - Like the Lower Madison, it
holds fish of every size, but most of
them are well-conditioned Rainbows of
about three-fourths of a pound. Despite
its fast current, it is an excellent dry-
fly stream. After August 1st, flies made
to imitate a grasshopper have been very
effective, .

27. Henry’s Lake, Idaho. This is the
only place listed where an Idaho license
is required. A parking fee permits the
visitor to fish in the mouth of the spring
brook at Staley’s Springs, where Cut-
throat trout well worth mounting are
often caught. After sundown is the best
time,

Hebgen Lake is Iisted last because it
is already well known, Large flies, such
as the Alexandra take well, either from
a boat or fished from shore. Those who
do not fly-fish, take tish by trolling with
fly and spinner combinations, streamer
flies, various spoons and wobblers. The
trout in Hebgen Lake run no larger than
those in the streams runmning into it
averaging about two pounds. As to spe-
cies they run Rainbow, Brown and Cut-
throat in the proportion of about 5-4-1.

The North Forlk of the Snake River in
Jdaho is outside the province of this magp.
We make many flies for some very par-
ticular anglers who fish the Snake every
year. South of Yellowstone Park lies the
Jdackson Hole country. For information on
the streams of this section, the reader is
reterred to R. W. Carmichael, head fish-
ing guide at Jenny Lake, Wyoming.

It is sincerely hoped that this Guide

will make your stay in or near West
Yellowstone more enjoyable. If we can
save you a wasted day or introduce you
to a new stream we will feel well repaid,
One thing we are sure of is that we know
more about trout fishing than map-mak-
ing, so our feelings will not be hurt in
the least if you ask us to make clear to
You anything that is written or drawn on
this map. With a reasonable amount of
etfort you should catch some good trout
every day of your stay in this section.
If your luck continueg bad, it may be
Yyour flies that are at fault. Perhaps we
can help you, ’

&
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Harch 1lth, 1939.
¥y dear Mr, Eartinez:

The £ly covered by your skeich is
epperently Isonychis wvelms, which is one of the flies
I am trying to track down. %e have a fly of the scme
gerus but of & different species here in the Eest which
seems to be ths basis for the Coschman Family of trout
flies. T d%d en artigle for Country Life and The
Sportsman sometime ego and they have finally published
4% in the March issue. You might have a look ot the
erticle to see what I hod to say about this fly.

I heve only a fow speciments of
Isonychla velnma ond would very much appreciate any
nymphs, duns and spinners you can collect. Fo doubt
. Mr. Macdoneld would be glod to let you have the bottles
and collecting fluid. :

; : I have Just cuecked a collection
of flies from the leckenzie taken at Vide, but did not
f£ind any specimens of Isonychin velms. - It is = wvexy
notive nymph, and both the duns end spinners are strong
fliers s0 unless you ere looking for them they are apt
10 be missed. . ; » _ {

e You will probaebly think me crozy,
but T em of the opinion that both the Atlentic Salmon
end the Steelhead teke artificisl flies because the geudy
£1y, when fished deep in turbid water, appears to then
to be an exeellent picture or suggestion of the natural
insects upon which they were gecustomed to feed in think
 plear weter during their youth. The vhole problenm is

to meke a pioturs thet will esppear in e fog the seme

way the subject would appear in good light.

' ' 1+ would secenm thet it 1s not a ques#d
+ion of what the Steelheed is feedlng on at the time it 1is
caught, but whet 1t was secustomed to f¢ed on during the
+4me it wes originally in fresh water.

s An gled to get the neme end
eddress of ¥r. Bugbee end will write to him in cdue
COoOUrsSe.

Yours sincersly,




F.8a

In case you have famcilities for breeding chickens

for hackle, You might get in touch with Mr. William
- Seymour, Carmel, N.Y, who hes been dbreeding 0ld English
Blue Games for me for the past three years. He hes
guite a stock of blue birds and will undoubtly let you
have a couple of settings of eggs et a reasonable
price. His birds sre from the originel stock which

I brought over from England three years ago end this
strain had been developed over a perliod of sixty yeers
for quelity end color of feather.

Podede




i Donald S. Martinez

April 13, 1939

i R, s e e e 723 S. ST. ANDREWS pL.
: a P e e o oo LOS ANGELES
Dear Mr. Yennings:. . . o e g P

- I attended school at Washington Green, Connecticut and remember very
~clearly catching some very nice speckles in the Shepaug River on
live minnows, striped dace they were. The enzlosed streamer fly
recalls these minnows to my mind. If the natural arch of the feather
were reversed it would come still closer to imitating these dace.

Along with this bundle of feathers were the finely barred specimens
in the cellophane bag. I think these are what we have needed for
a long time to use on bunch wings where a dark wing is required.
Like yourself, I deplore.split wings of mallard, teal or starling

- a8 being too opaque and very short-lived, but this feather seems
to £fi1ll the bill perfectly. The markings are so fine they do not
offend the eye &8s in teal or pintail berred side feathers. Used
saparingly this new wing shows about as much pattern as the neurat-

ion in an ephemdrids wings.

I got these feathers from 'HERTER'S, Waseca, Minn. They list them
as "Bali Duck" probably one of the brown pin-tail ducks native to
the southern hemisphere. R. Bergman calls this feather "Yanosh"
which sounds 1like it might be a trade name of Yiddish origin.

Just a.Word Qf~ﬁafning':‘some of the materials this Herter concern
list, do not quite come -up the glowing descriptions in the catalog.

Some day I hope I can raise a flock of Game chickens for the hackles
Unfortunassly our dwelling occupies a 60 foot lot right in the
~ middle of Los Angeles, so keeping chickens, garticularly roosters,
cnistonbaof "bhe aueatidione s dt e Ly cu ' g '

Offhand, I doubt if your McKenzie river correspondent will turn up
that 'Isonychia Velma'. Where I found them was in the lower Rogue

River, right down at sea level. The McKenzie is pretty high up in

the Cascade range, and I'imagine carries a very different assort-

ment of insects as compared to the Rogue near its mouth.

I missed the boat on your article in Sportsman etc., being too late
to buy a copy. Will pick up an 0ld copy in a second hand book store.

The current Fishing Annual -(Sports Afield) carries an article I
wrote last winter. It is intentionelly geared down to amateur level,
but has one or two ideas in ityou might use some day. My small son,
etat. 11, really caught the large Rainbow in the illustration, bdut
the ceptions are the dditors, not mine. -

Mr. MacDonald will be back from New Zealand in sbout a week, and
we can start work on the artificials to mmtch the samples you

-elagsifiad for him. If they turn out fairly well, 1'll send you
some for your opinion.

Very truly yours:

(ts,

{p
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DONALD S. MARTINEZ

'WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA
Nov. 30, 1939

Dear Mr: Jennings;

By a co-incidence I Jjust pulled out a little used sliding door

in my work room and paused for a moment to lookat your photo-
olipped from the American Magazine and tacked up on the door

sort of for reference. just before the postman brought your ndte.

I 414 not not fish in the Snake at all last season, nor d4id I
collect any insects from the Snake, all my efforts being confined to
© the waters flowing Eastward from the divide. Aleck Mecdonald's
. keeper at the coffee-pot Club did a little collecting from
the Snake, but everything that guy did turned out wrong. His
collecting fluid was wrong for one thing - my feult I guess -
and some of his bugs took on a coating of crystals and looked
like rock and rye whiskey. Other specimens disintegrzted. The
loss of his efforts was not a serious one, a&s his entire eutput
~of specimens was meager and haphazard. The man really tried to
be co-operative, I think, but @Bod just did not mske him & bug
collector. -

I took out an Ifaho license but just never did get around to fishing
in the Snake. Another season, I propose to do a lot of fishing on
the Idaho slope : it is only 9 miles to the Idsho line from our
place, less than 20 miles over a fast highway to the best part of the
Snake. You will note on the enclosed map that only some 6 miles
separates the South Fork of the Madison from the Snake where it
rises at Big Springs. The divide is a very low pass, in fact the
whole district is essentailly level, accounting for the slow
running streams. There are mountains all around, but they stand

well back from the rivers for the most pert. My idea is that the
same Or nearly the same insects occur in similsr waters on both
sidea of the divide. The Same Caddis in one instance, the large

tan fellow with leathery wings and spparently +ths scm ¢ Orarmge

Crane fly as well as the same Brown Drake are found in both

the No. Fork of the Snake and in The Madison and its tributaries,

a8 they could easily drift fromone stream to another on = high

wind.

You probably meet more discriminating anglers than I do out here
in the west, but my experience so far has been very disappointing
a8 far as inducing people to use flies approximating the natural
insects on the water. Dr fly fishermen, that is. I met with an
entirely unexpectdd rsponse from the casual type wet fly fisherman.-
In the case of the Orange Crane fly which is very common &ll thru
late May and well into June, I could not supply the demand for a
crude imitation designed to be fished wet. Same way with the nymph
of the very common Brawn Drake. My customers would look at the
specimen in the bottle, then at the artificiasl, and always bought
when I happened to have any tied up. Not so in the case of the
dry-fly lads, howsser, contary to what you might expect. Matter of
fact, we get a greet meny poseurs, all togged out in the latest

gadgets, masquerading as dry fly fishermen, who really don't know




anything much about the sport, but are determined to impress all
and sundry that they are experts. Ray Bergman, whom you probably
know, tells me he has had the same experimnce ; that after a
lecture on what fly is a good one to use from the natural imitation
standpoint, taking ito account floating gqualities, translucense,
height of wing, color as seen against the light, etc, etec., the
customer will alwys, according to Bergman, say " Have you got a
Royal Coachman™? Pretty discouraging from a commercaal standpoint,
but I am very glad to continue this insect collecting work just for
my own information and amusement.

I shall send you all the insects I have on hand, such as they are.
Those in large bottles are those collected from the North Fork of
the Snake. Those in small bottles are from the Madison slope, except
- in two instances where the smmll bottles are marked Snake River.

If you are interested in getting a good collection of Snake River
insects, I suggest you write to R.W. (Bob) Carmichael, cjo Stanley
Andrews Sporting Goods, 1144 Third Ave., San Diego, Calif. Bob is
head guide at Grand Teton Park on the other fork of the Snake River.
He fishes every day from early May until late in Novemeber, and would
be gald to help. An erratic bard, but a very capable fisherman.

Mr. Len Conway engaged him Ffor & few days during the season just

past and can tell you something about him. I recall that both Mr.
Conway and Manning Barr mentioned knowing you, when I had the pleasure
of going fishing with them last summer, by no means forgetting lrs.
Conway, for whom I have a very high regard.

Getting back to the insects, PLEASE do not bother to classify them.
Aleck Macdonald asgrees that we had better forget any more work on

the insects of the district up there until we get a complete collect-
ion, which I intend to do myself next year, rather than entrusting

it to some one elde. By fishing in the Snake one or two days a wesek
thru the season, I can tell which are the commoner insects and get
an idea as to which ones the trout prsfer, noting what I find in

the stomachs of dead fish. Then when we have a complete file, we
will start worrying abvout the classification.

One thing I would like to know is whether the May Fly dated July 4,
Madison River, is the same bug as those from the Firehole June 11

and also July 7th. I noticed that the Madison insects were smaller,
darker and a bit longer in the caudal setae than thdse from the
Firehols. Enough smaller so they could not be the spinner phase =

or am I wrong about that. There is a third similar insect, a handsome
Olive Drake, bhetween these two in size, not quite as common as the
Brown, the large Brown, I should say. All three are easy of imitation
and very effective indeed dmming late May, 211 of June and the first
few days of July. After that time dry fly fishing fell off badly

and it was no longer easy to get a good catch.

I may csll on you later for a clutch of the 0ld English Game eggs.
A fishing acuaintance 1is getting & small ranch in the country and
wants to undertake raising the birds, fully awaze of the bother and
risks he will probadly run into.

Very truly yours




71 Orenge Street,
Brooklyn, New York.
Decembexr 1llth, 1939,

Dear Mz, Hartinezz- :

Thenk youw very much for your interest~
: ing letter end the two fly patterms enclosed., I have never
geen en artifleiel tied to suggest o Crene Fly and am
~gled to have your pattern. Leonard West gives a dressing
“in his book of an "Orenge Cranefly” dbut I hed never hed
- oocasion to tie one, We see the naturals sat times but
somehow I had always associated thom with still water,
- whieh 18 generelly poor trout water in this pazxt of the
;‘;Qountryj v I take 1t that the ertifioisl kills well,

i "~ Ths Brown Dreke is Ephemers simulens,
- and 18 the only ¥ayfly found both in the Eest end the Vest,
It 18 & typical leke type fly and occurs in vest muiibers

on the northern lekes extending from Maine to British
Columbile, I hed & number of specimens from Canim Leke B.C.
this season, You did en sxcellent Job of copying ihe
nymph snd I would not be at 2ll surprised if you are not
~ the first to tlie & fly to represent it. Here in the East
"~ the fly emerges et night, in facet I collected s number
of them emerging from Lake Michigen srcund midnight, end
for thsat reason fishermen do not often see the nymph,
Incidentally, if you have a duplicate I would like very
much to add this one to my collection of neturels. I
suppose that it is = da&light emerger et high altitudes,
is thls aorreot?

All of the Brown Drekes which you
colleoted, ranging from May 25th on the Sneke to July 7th
cn the Firehole ere Ephemerg simulens. . The varieation
in size is probebly due to & variastion ¥hf the emount of
food aveilable in the different areas.

The Browvn Dreke in geniral appearancs
- and size is quite similer to our eastern Merch Brown, how-
~ever this latter fly lives in fest water and the nymph
- "~ 6lings to the rocks, The nymph of the Brown Drske as you
. know is of the burrowling type snd must live in pleces thai
provide suiteble soll for burrowing such as sandy or
-gilty bottoms. I will send you o few flies thaet I use
when the March Brown 1 on and I believe that you will
”find them effective for the Brown Dreke as well. You
will have to give me a little time to tie them &8 I em
going to be rather busy until efter Xmas,




Dont think there i1s eny question but what you will find
the same flies on bYoth the Snale snd the Madison where
gimller water conditions exist. I think that the same
flies will be found throuvghout the Roockies. It i8 a
think thet the flies of the Rockles and the Paclfic Coast
are more clopely related to flies found in Asi¥ then to

"~ the oncm on the Fast Coast, It looks &o if they came

- from the seme Btook before the Bering Stralt waes broken

throggh. while the Great Pleins have been an impsessible
berrisr. 3 '

See thet yoﬁ ere meking & fishermen out of your boy. He
13 cextainly s nice looking youngster snd from the sice
of the fish he carts eround must be some fishermen,

‘Re collecting f£luld: This sesson I used 4% solution of
formaldehyde, made by mixing one pert of commereisl
formaldehyde with nine parts of distilled water and it
?%i worked ok so far. It wlll preserve nymphs a8 well as

€8a . . .

I fioched a wet fly for n good many years and then went
to the dry £ly in = big way becouse I could use tne natural
insect for a gulde in selcoting the fly paettern, For
the past three or four yeasrs I heve gone beck to the wet

"~ £ly, espeocially nymph patterns end find thet wet patiserns
can be used intelligently end will generally produce
more fish, ¥any dry-~fly men undoubtly think that dry-
fly fishing is the lasi word, but I am not at 8ll sure,

1
{
\

Wy

I willl make up & check list of the flles, but will not
bother adbout the the sclentific names, except in the cass
of the commoner ones., I willl send beck the naturals

g8 soon &8 possible and would like to keep only one of
the Creneflies end the Brown Dreke Nymph in case you
have duplicetss.

Is the Learthery VWinged Sedge the Caddis which you think
importent? Xote that thers 1s only o single speolmen in
your colleotion, so I wondered 1f i1t was really plentiful,

Thank you for your suggestion sbout Bob Carmicheel, but
I think we are getting a pretty good chegk, especlally
if you intending collecting on the Sneke next yeer,

Let me know when snd where you want the eggs shipped and
1 will get them off to you. late Mesrch snd April is the
bveat time to siart them setting.

Yours sincerely,




SKILLMAN FLIES s : ) WINTER ADDRESS
R. L. WINSTON RODS i 723 So. ST. ANDREWS PLACK
7 : 3 LOS ANGELES

DONALD S. MARTINEZ

WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA

Decemebr 16, 1939

Dear Mr. Jennings:

Unfortunately that Brown Drake nymph is the only specimen that
I was able to collect last summer. The hatch was gquite abundant
every evening that I happened to be on the Madison, or its
chief tributary, the Firehole, but that one nyph was the only

I got my hamds on. I recall that I was scooping up hadfuls of
loose muddy silt and idly washing out the contents very much as
a placer miner sifts out the loose sand and gravel in a gold pan.
I really tried hard to get another speziman or two, just so I
could Bhare them with interested people like yourself. Why it
was 80 infernally hard to get these nymphs, I don't know yet.
At times the surface of the water would be dimpled 21l over
where these flies were emerging from the nmmphal skin. I could
get all I wanted Just as they were drawing themselves out of
the shuck and right afterwardd for a second or two. Incidensly
the wings seem to harden in a Jiffy, and the insect pauses for
only a second or two before taking off. Much shorter time than
most insects require to to get organized before taking flight.

I am reasonably sure that by doing a bit of dredging in the
mud instaed of trying to grab a nymph coming to the surface I
can get all the specimens I want next June, and will send you
some a8 soon as I can, but until then I need the one I did get
for a part of my sales talk to help dispose of the artificials
I have mede up. Dislike to intrude the sordid commercial note
but that bug in a bottle is the greatest saleman I've ver had,
So far as I can rememebsr every single person to whom I showed
that nymph together with the artifidal, bought at least one or
two, figuring that the nymph is common and the resemeblence
fairly amcurate, they would be wekl on the road to suzress.
atter of fact the artificiasl is fairly effective at that.

Feel free to take any of the other speczimens that interest you,
whether they happen to occur once or ssveral times. The only
one I value particiilarly id the Brown Drake nymph. I will make
you a water color sketch of it, however to take its place until
I can get you another on rather a lot of them.

The commonest caddis all season long 1is the ligh grey fellow,
about e size 13 or 12 gray hackle fly would spproximate the
size of the insect as it appears when the wings are in motion.
' The next commonest i€ the dark gray mottled with brownish, a
smaller insect about a size 14 - and the third commonest is
the tan, Leathery Wing Sedge, as I think of it. All three are
exzeedingly common, drifting up and down the stream in clouds,
gesembling a fairly heavy snow flurry. liatter of fact some ev-
enings last June we had both the simulated snow storm and the
real thing at the same time, the weather being pretty goddam
grim during all of June.




The Firehole is a warm river, open the year around with insect hatches
and surface feeding trout all winter long according to the rangers.
In the fishing season the water temperature runs from the middle
'sevenyies well up into the eighties, b'laeve it or not. The weed

bed are very dense, and the insect contenet enormous, due to warm
water, year around growth and probably most important of all, there
is no spring high-watsr whatever with consequent wash-outs. As

you might expect from the occurence of still water forms, the rivers
are slow mowving, almost sluggish in fact. The surprieing thing about
this cock-eyed warm water and slow current set-up is the great
strength and activity of the trout. The browns, even the smaller
ones are miles ahead of any I ever took tn Wisconsin and Michigan,
for speed and stamina. They often take wild leaps like those of a
fresh run steslhead. If anything they are a better fish thar the
rainbows, especially early in the year, when the rainbpws are still
lean and out of cdndition. :

The raising of the game cocks i3 entirely contingent on the continued
interest of this rancher acwuaintance. I propose to nurse him along
and hope hs doesn't change his mind about dndertaking this matter.

Take all the time you need with the natnrals before returning themn,
and please do help yourself to those that interest you, with the
one exception noted so verbosely abovs.

There is an Orange Crane Fly in Michigan, never plentiful, but very
conspicuous because of its slow flight and long dangling legs. It
never was common enough to warrent the making of an imitataion,

but the Yellowstone species is a very common indeed. As you surmised,
it occurs only in very slow rivers where they enter the Hebgen
Reservoir and in the rather sluggish Snake River. A state entomol-
gist told me that Crane flies in that district passed their larval
stage in muddy ground near water, and could be classed as an aquatic,
but that other forms were strictly terrestrial.

The Brown Drake "hatches"from 6:00 P.M. until full dark which is
about 10:1% or 10:30 during June in Montana. It may hatch all night
for all I know. By ten thirty we were always frozen to a point
where walking was no longer safe due to congealed Joints.

The caddis flies are on the water all day long, but in 1li+ited numbers
They spend their days running up and down grass stems flying out

over the stream in a body about an hourbefore sundown or sbout 3

hours before full dark, the twilight being long at that latitnde.

Dry fly fishing is not very good when nothing but the caddis are on th
water. Either a Gray (Plymouth) Bi-visible or a Brown Bivisible

does feirly well for me during these caddis flights, but the fishing
1s only a shadow of what we get during the May fly season, some

five weeks long, June lst. to July 4th., that is.

Thank you for your continued interest in our problems. I will be
very glad to have the American llarch Brown drsssing for reference.

U @}%‘Z‘jﬁ

yours




71 Orange Street,
Brooklyn, Hew York,
December 27th, 1939,

pm Mr, Martinez:

- I was afrald that the nymph of
-the Brown Dreke was the only specimen you hed, as they
.are rather difficult to collect. I will have my
artist meke & drawing of it before I returm it to you.
Unfortunately she is tied up illustrating a book for
Soribners at the present time. but will be free in a
few weeks..

: "I sent you a few Grey Fox Hackls,
ond Grey Foz Varient flies which work very well on slow
moving streams when the March Brown is in seeson, I
usuelly uss the CG.F,Heeckle during the Gpy and the G.F,
Verient lete in the evening., KNearly all of the naturals
- heave eggs of & yellow color and the gold tinsel must
suggest eggs to the trout, In fishing flat water I
- find it sdventageous to use o 12 foot lender tapered
to 3X, Ieaders of this length are usually too light
at the butt end so I tie them myself beginning with 15
or 16 thousands gut and taper straight down to 3X. I
realige that this i1s s rather light leader for VWestern
fish, but 1t seems necessary for the best results on
gtill pools end flat waterg

For some reason I have never been
exaited about oeddis fliecg, however e friend of mine in
Seattle tells me that the "Orange Sedge” is one of the
best dxry flles especlally for fall fishing in the Coestel
gtreemss I think that the early season oaddls which you

. deseribe @s being light grey, must be & species of the

. Grannom, Thegse flles sppesr in gountless millions

on some of our streams and mg they operate only ot night
1% 48 prectically impossidble to interest a trout in any
‘Lina of e dry fly while these bugs aré ercund,

I passed up the Firehole when I wes
an Yellowstone, first because of the water temperature and
geocond because of the number of bears and tourist, I
" was told however that trout could be taken on & dry fly
with a wrter temperature of 74% degrees and frankly it
414 not seem .exciting at the time, It is possible that
the fish have begome mcclimatized end fish better then one




would expect,

© “You 414 not say anything ebout the ertificisl Crene fly,

- end I am wondering 1f it is e good killer? I think

~_that the larva is aquatie, but that 1t crawls ashore to
. pupate, hence the only time a trout would get a chance at
‘v . .the fly was during the egg-laying operation,

 Think that you would be sble to collect some of the

~.Brown Dreke nymphs by means of & smsll scoop meke of

,;Vmusquito wire. The sendy accumulations behind rocks
is the place where they usuelly burrow,

 The emerging flies get off the water quickly if the air
48 dry, which it usually is at your altitude, 2m inclined

© %0 think thet & 1ittle breeze helps them %o g6t off the

,x}_water 88 thelr type wing construoction requires a slight
.breeze for easy taking off as well as lending on the water,

WALl get fhe flies beck to you as soon es I can get
a drewing made of the nymph, Apert from the Brown

- Drekes the collection ie not very exoiting. There is
v one £1y, which we ordinarily o6all the Quill Gordon in

the collestion, You prodably know the fly as it has
a typleal quill body, and emerges early in the seeson.

Yours sincerely,




Deéember'27th, 1934,

.. Dear Mr. Mecdonsld:

: : Thenk you veyy much for
the f’ies mhioh have arrived safely.

o ¥r. Wartinez has send me a few
-’naturala collected in the Yellowstone district

durlng ths past semson and I was agreeably surprised

4o find s munber of specimens of Ephemers simulens,

This 18 & large Meyfly quite similar {0 the

Morch Brown in genersl sppsaraunce, but differs

in that the nymph like all of the Bfhemers group

burrows in the sand end silé. So far as I ¥now

- “this fly is the only Msyfly which occurs in both

the East and West; 1% is probable thet it migrated

‘" ;'vin the Canadian lakes where it occurs in vest

nnmbers.

; In wlew of the fact that this
fly aelso occurs on the still watcrs or placid pools

" of the Snake, I thought that you might be interested

in tryilng soms Grey Fox flies which work on weter
of & similar type here in the East, when flies of
the March Brown group sre in season. I am sending
you a few of the Hackle petterns, which I used

cn the Ausable with good rcsults, as well as n
Tew of the Vifiants which seem to work better late
in the evening.

%11l be glad to have e sample
of the dry Stonefly if you can dig uwp one. I used
e fly of that type o'n the heavy weter of the lower
¥edison with some success.

Yours sincerely,




SKILLMAN FLIES WINTER ADDRESS
R. L. WINSTON RODS 723 So. ST. ANDREWS PLACK
: LOS ANGELES

DONALD S. MARTINEZ

WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA
January 3, 1940

Dear Mr. Jennings:

Thank you very much for the two dressings of the Grey Fox. I had
already cribbed the winged Grey Fox from A Book of Trout Flies,

and judging from the flies you sent me, I got it reasonably close to
your patterns. I am glad to have an additional argument in favor

of wingless flies. I can do double split wings with fair results,
but as you very well know they are very tedious to make.

I am sending you a few samples of certain flies. Please notice

the "Birch's Favorite" - a pattern and size essentdally similar

to your Hackle Grey Fox. I tried this fly during the Brown Drsake
hatch and had very few refusals. When the t:rout started for the
f1ly he always took it. Not caring for the softish Golden Pheasant
breast feather tail oy the Grey Partridge front hackle, I made up
some substitute flies, to use as an alternate. These might be des-
cribed as Multi-hackles Variants, resembling the M-H Gold Variant
except for the fur body. Being anxious to arrive at a dressing that
1L could ~on5ﬂientiously recommend to my customers (- I damn near
wrote 'patients' ) I took very ~1ose note of the performance of this
fly. I failed to note & single 'refusal’.

Quite a coincidence; your Grey Fox, Hackle is almost the same fly
except lighter in tone.

I also enclose two Louis-Rheadish flies made to sell. It is very disconr-
aging the way fishermen see insects much bigger, darker and more
stréhgly colored than they really are.

I will get more specimens of that May-fly nymph, you may be sure.
It will pay me well to send samples of some of these larger and
more easily copied insects to stores and resorts retailing my wares.

Regarding that Crane Fly. It is a good killer, very good as & matter
of fact, but 1t i1s a 1aske shore or mesdow insect, not a stream insect
so far as I know. It was very much in evidence during late May end

the first half of June in the meadows where the So. Fork of the Madison
enters the Hebgen Reservoir - "THE PENINSULX on my store map. Wet Fly
fishing is very good all season at this point, almost too good, =s it
attracts a lot of fish hogs. I did not notice this crane fly in eany
great numbers elsewhere. I did ses a few on the Madison, I recall,

and Rawles, keeper at Coffee-Pot turned in a specimen from the No.Fk.
of the Snake. Paler in color but the same as the ladison watershed
Crane Fly otherwise. I have a hunch that the Crane flies noticed on the
streams had drifted in from ajacent meadows -

I should have remarked above that there were many refusals - 'short
rises' I mean, to the Louis Rheadish 'Pictorial' may flies.




If the insect you identify as a 'gordon' is the one I think it is, I
am going to have to think up a new name for the showey looking flies
I have been selling right along as 'Gordons'.

By the way, there is a small Caddis- about a 16 or 17 approx., very
common indeed on the Owens River, a fourth rate watercourse in

central California. I was instantly struck with the resemblance to

the Grannom as made by English fly-dressers. ilottled Grey wing,

rather roughly segmented body, and brilliant green eggs, the color

amd sheen of peacock sword feather. About the only stream insect I have
ever been able to identify from a store bought fly, incidentally.

I rationalize the use of & metal body as on a M-H Gold Variant,
by remebering that Dunne points out that a metal body has a high
light along either side, probably giving an effect of translucanmce.

As you say, that insect collection isn't so hot. In fairness to the
fishing up our way, I should point out that it was a sloppy Jjob of
collecting except during the first 3 or 4 weeks of the season. I lost
interest in it partly because of lack of interest on the part of my
customers and partly because of lack of co-operation by one or two
individuals that I had counted on doing & good shars of the work.
Another year, I will do better, however, just for my own information.
One of many regrets is the fact that I dozed thru-a course in Limnology
undsr. Doctor Needham. I took it with the vague idea that it might
help my trout fishingp which it probably would if I had studied harder.
I now remeber exactly nothing of the whole course. Please never tell
the good Prof. that ohe of his studenst was so utterly indafferent.

-Probably my best bet to learn something is to cultivate a dertain
State entimologist who fishes up our way. If he will let me go with
Jhimta few timee. Tathink Iiean'pick upia lot.

Thank you for the sample flies and for your sustained interest.

ours

Very truly

P.S. The Reversed Caddis Flies are new and untried, but should
do well. They will be good floaters, the hook is partially con-
cealed and the horns (antennae) will stay onipoint the right way.




71 Orenge Street,
Brooklyn, New York, i

Jemuary 9th, 1939,

Deer ¥r, Mertinez:

Thank you very much for your
letter and for the flies. I am trying to get A
together a workeble gollection of flles from the
~entire U,S, with the idea of finslly cateloging
them with the naturel flies which they imitete,

¥l

o~y

' ' I em not at all sold on the ides

- of exact imitation, but I em Fery mch interested in
 ¥nowing what patterm of artificiasl fly will kill,

when :Y given natnral fly 1s present or in season.

‘ : -Gordon designed two flies, one
the Quill Gordon, the other the Gordon. The latter
fly is seldom used here in the East. Gordon csalled
this fly the CGolden Spinner and I imagine he must
- have designed 1t to imitete JIron humerelis a light
yellow f£ly which cecurs in scattering numbers on
gome of our rapid streams, There ig a similar
naturel in the West,Iron longimanus, but it has not
showed up in eany of the collections from the Yellow-
stone district,

, The Quill Gordon, however,
repregents Iron pleuralis & very importent early

fly which emerges here during April end Hay. You
have & similar fly, Ehithrogens brwmes common

over the entire West, It 18 intereting to note theat
this same family of flles 1s repressnted in Englend
by Rhithrogena semiocolora efter which several flies
have been patteréned; viz,., Greenwell's Glory Blue
Guill, Blue Upright, Blue Dun eto.

: : Think thet you will find
that the Grey Fox flles will work when the Drown
Dreke is up, but you will have to use & long lesder,
My experiencs has been thet lightly lightly hackled
flies work better on still water then winged flies,

Do you hendle any flles
othet than those you tie yourself? FHNote that your
letter-hesd cerries the neme Skillmen flies, and
I wes interested to know whet they are,

Yours sincerely,




71l Orange Strest,
Brooklyn, Hew York, .
February 26th, 1940,

5*?_Dear Lr. Murtinez:

S ' Well my artist finally ot around to
e making a drawing of the E Simulans nymph, so I am
- returning jour entire colleotion under separate cover,
.- I reteined one speoimen of E,simulans, otherwise-
- the .eolleotion 1s intect. I think I mentioned thet
... several bottles were broken on the trip emst and I
?_hcpe that thers will be no further loss suffered.

. e L Phitbrogena brunnesa, occuples muoch
.the seme position in western streams that Iron pleurele
. 18 does here in the sest ond I believe that ;ou
© will find that e well tied Guill Gordon will do the
= trick when R.brunnca is on, If you could get & few
«: . of the duns or 8ub1magmnes I would appreciate
- having a speoimen.

: E hemera simulans, seems to be
i quite 1mportant an € interested to hear
~if the Grey Fox flies work out to your satisfaction,
I moy get out to northern Michigen this year and I
have tled a few "Brown Dreke Straddlebugs"™ to ¢ry in
. ceBe E.eimulans is emerging. (Sample enclosed) These
flieg can be fished either wet or dry end as you
. " probably know are used extensively in Irdland for
3 lake fishing. whcn,E. vulgata is emerging.

R ' There 18 & large yellow Hseyfly
s of the genna Hexagenla common to lakes, e&s far west
a8 ¥Minnesota and it 1s posslible that you have a
sinilex fly, do you remember seeing 1t?

Yours sincerely,




Donsld Mertinez.. Yellowstone Collection.

June 9th,., Firehole.,Ephcmera simulans, Brown Dreke
Mey 25th,.. do

June 25th,. Madison do

June 26th,. Medison

July 4th,.. Madison do

June l4th.. do Brown Dreke nymph

Mey 25th,.. Hegben..s Callibaetis

July 2nd,..S5neke...ss Rhithrogena brunnsea, Quill Gordon-
June 30th,. Madison.. Acroneurla pacifica, Stone nymph

July 6th,.. Medison,. Polynarcys california, Brown
: ‘ _Stoneq

May 24th,..Hegben... Ichneumon fly, lays its eggs
by injecting them into a living
caterpillar.

July 22nd,. Snake.,. Lervae of a diving beetle, commonly
called a Vieter~Tiger

July 13th,. South Fork. lLacewings; the larva is un-
known to science. There is
enother bottle without label
which contains the same.

Aug l6th,. Sneke...s 1 Baetis, 1 Yellow Sally

The bottles containing small Ceddls, small stone flles °
end Craneflies seem such a mixture that I have not
attempted to get them classified.” If you can get

o sufficient number of Caddis flies of one species,

I will be glad to send them to Cornell for identifi-
cation.




Will use the Straddle-bug lough Erne type fly for a "Spimner"
| Will Toport on 1t along with Grey FOx WINTER ADDRESS

723 SO. ST. ANDREWS PLACK
LOS ANGELES

SKILLMAN FLIES
R. L. WINSTON RODS

- DONALD S. MARTINEZ

XWESK XBLLOWSTONEX MONTANAY
: March 1st. 1940
Dear Mr. Qennings:

I am exeeedingly grateful to you for going to all the trouble you
have in this matter of Icllowstone insects. Although, as Ray Berg-
man told me last fall, you can harangue some guy for an hour about
the desirability of matching size color and outline of whatever
insect is most prevavlent, etec., ete, and when you run out of
breath the customer says " Have you got a Rpyal Coachman o

Even so, I propose to keep at this collecting. I most certainly
shall get a number of individuals of each of the succescive

caddis hatches for you, and enough Simulans nymphs so we can pass
out a few of them. I can bribe or bully my small soné into getting
the specimens we need, if unable to do it myself.

Not surprised some bottles were broken. Mr. Farley's stout leds
always manage to bust everything they handle. Will pack in sawdust
honceforth. Hatter of fact, the most valmable specimens to me are
the crane fly and the simulans nymph, being easily copisd with =2
fairly obvoius wet fly imitation, the others I do not value at all.

In a recent letter you asked about "Skillman" flies. I use that
name as a trade name for the stuff I sell to stores and rsorts.
Skillman is my middle name, my mother's family name - town near

- Princeton is where the first settlers of that name held forth

- later some of them moved to 'lichigan. The neme Martinez estahblishes
8 presumption in peoples' mind thet I am a lMexican, and not likely
to have done much trout fishing. Around here cveryone whose name ends
in EZ is automatically s lexican. If solvent and fairly presentable
llexicans become "0ld Spanish Families" to their faces. I fall
some where in between being neither one nor the other - 1/4 Spanish
via New Orleans. All of which has nothing to do wvith trout fishing.
Incidentally, calling the Yellowstone enterprise "Totem Lackle Shop"
hasn't helped matters . <+dded to the folrceodng W1 Vool allcood ' blt
like Carl Potter, my landlord at *ellowstone, hendle Winston Rods
which are generally known as Stoner rods and invariably confused
with Fowell Rods. Figures out as some six or seven aliases.

For several seasons in a row, I used to fish in northern bichisan.,
~lways liked the Jordan from Chestoni+ down to its mouth near Fast
Jordan the best of the lot, with the Boardmsn my second choice. The
cordan is about the world's zoldest stream, rather hard to wade =nd

to t#sh but a grand stream just the same. late in the season, after
august 15th., the big rainbows run up the lower two or three miles of
the Jordan fron Pine Lske »very evening. I can't prove that Whey do
not stay in the stream all day, but I never saw but one or two in iz 1
day light. They used to run from 2 or 3 pounds up t~ unmanageable
size. We used sizable salmon flies for them size 2 to 2/0.

I will look for the large yellow May, but it seems to me that the
lakes around lellowstone do not produce May flies as lakes do elsc-
whaee . Very trnily yeurs




| "f{ Dear'Mr. Mertines!

71 Orange Street,
Brooklyn, New York,.

March 25th, 1940,

" Under separete cover I em

w?;uaending you & few sorewy looking dry flles, which
2% I hope will look to a fish like a Yellow Stonefly
~+in the act of depositing it's eggs.

. As neer a8 I can tell theﬂ&é a

b £air hatoh of the Iight Stonefly, (Aeronuris pacifica)

=" on the lower Medison elong in the latter helf of
: June end I thought that you might see 1f these

g ‘flies would works

e - A friend of mine in Seattle tried
i the same deaign, tied with a dark grizzle hackle to
. suggest the Dark Stonefly, end he writes me thaft 1t

' E worked very well,

i ' The reason I asked ebout the
; Skillman flies was to ascertain if you handled
flies by other manufaocturers in your shop at West
- Yellowstone, If you did, I wes golng to suggest
* that you try e few of the Iris Fo.l Streamers
~tied by Lyon and Coulson, Buffelo, N.Y. I have
epent & great decl of time and money develOping
the Iris design, and I turned the fly over $0 them
on an exclusive royelty basis, with the hope of
. getting some of my money beck. The fly killed
very well lest year on all kinds of fish end I
‘think 4t micght kill well in the West, that is if
'there ere eny minnows or small fish in the streems.

o The basls of the design, 1s
the fact that light entering the woter from any

- gngle other than vertical is split end lexrge fish

feeding on small fish see tha smell f£icsh by meens

‘ o8 split light,

Yours sincerely,

Sémple Iris No.i enclosed




SKILLMAN FLIES

R. L. WINSTON RODS g WINTER ADDRESS

723 So. ST. ANDREWS PLACK
LOS ANGELES

DONALD S. MARTINEZ

=
WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA Maorh 30 40

Dear Mr. Jennings:

Thank you very much for the flies. I don't think that omlpositing
Stone is scrwwy looking. Itfished down and across with an intentiongl
drag, the buck-tail appendages will spilt the current, setting up
bifurettdd striations ( two £4,00 words ) and I have hoticed that
stones do this very thing. I'71 bet right now these £1ies will be
mirderously effective, if I can only induce the club-footed pessants
I have to deal with that they will work. Forgive me if I bellyache
about my clientele. Desides the farmers from Idyho and Utah,

some of the very best people in the world, men like Len Conway and
danning Barr whom 1 think you know and Hap Hoover, from  ansas City
whois a good fisherman if there ever was one and many more on the
same order, so I shouldn't kick.

I have on hand a considerable stock of Lydn and Coulson streamers
tnat I acquired when L took over the shop at Yellowstone. It was
originally a combination of tackle, soda fountain, souvenirs, post
card, bedlam and tourists, now happily all gone but the tazkle enter-
prise, but muchof the residnary stock remdims, inz1nding the Lyon .
and Coulson stuff. I shall add your streamers to this stock, thereby
bringing it up to date. I buy quite a bit of stuff from the~ thra
their west coast man, Yon Morrell of Fresno. Good outfit and Morrell,
uniquely, goes fishing himself.

That prismatic streamer will work in C1iff Lake, see back of map -
where there is an indigenous smelt. & long, long way fron home, ou
which the trout feedl, probably accounting for their splendid conéi-
tion and rapid growth. I am getting prismatic conszious of late rears.
I think that the flashes or gleams appearing Imxxmx ™ On the bottom
of running waters must be caured by rainbow colorde flashes from
the nndersurfece. We go swimming on hot £fternoons in the iladison and
I propose to lie on the bottom in fast water and look up at The
quface. I have thought right along ‘het opaque nitrate of silver
treated lecaders wsre all wrong. “his experiment should produse one
of those snappy 450.00 magazine articles I got off from time o

time and render me outwardly cleaner than most citizens of Ves$
Yellowstone, at the same time.

I have recantly written Ilr. Ceymonr asking the privilege of buying
one or two clutches of O.E.Blue Dun eggs. Too early yet to expect
a reply.

Thank you agein for sending me the very useful flies

Yours truly

Have an article in Fishing Annual now on newsstands -




SKILLMAN FLIES Biesi . WINTER ADDRESS
R. L. WINSTON RODS . | ; 723 S0. ST. ANDREWS PLACEK
5 LOS ANGELES

' DONALD S. MARTINEZ

WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA
Juns 4, 1940

Deer Mr.vJennings:

I am sending you separately a nymph of the current American March Brown,

the same as the one T selfishly refused to give you last winter and then,

as you probably reacll, the bottle got broker on the return Jjourney to Los
. Angeles.

- If you want a number, say ten or twelve of these specimens, let me know by

Air Mail, and I can dig up some more with no great trouble. The "hatch" will contin
~ue another three weeks, but the umber of nymphs will of course dim%pish as

time goes on, . i

There is a heutiful dun on the water novy I am guessing that it must be the

insect that suggested the Hedrickson patterny it certainly suggests it. I will
collect a few of these to send you later, :

I have ordered some Iris No.l to try in some of the bigger waters around here,

I rpopose to get these into the hands of anglers skilled enough to give them

a little better than an even break. A lot of my xxkkmil clientele only catch

fish through a minor miracle. Will try to get a picture of some fish taken on
~ them, if they happsn to be outstanding speéimens.,

The Madison River in the.Park,_and the Firehole are just coming into their
best form right nows We have been having some great fishing the last few days.

I have some 8 Specimens of the nymph on hand, and will get some more, just
in case. Please call on me for more of them, if you can use them.

Very truly yours

Wornatr I




71 Orenge Street,
Brooklyn, New York,
June £5th, 1940,

Deer Hr;hnartinazz ]

: ' Have just returned from a trip
to tha Michigan Ausable, where I had some nice
fishing for Brovm trout. Took a murber of good
fish including one 19 inch 2 1b 10 og all on
Iris Streamers’ '

e : Hed expected to connect with
- the hatch of the large nayflies (Hexngenia) aommonly

.. colled "Fich Flies" or "Ceddis Flies" in Michigen,
- but the hatch was delayed proLably on sccount of

'bhe late Spring.
Thank you o lot for the

L nymph of the "Brown Dreke" Ephemers simulans.

- Hoticed that you referred to it as the nymph of the
Americen Karch Brown which occurs only herse in

the Easts, ~ Ko I will not need sny more of these
but I went to thank you egaln for sending thls
Bpeoimen.

Good luck and tight lines,

Yours sincerely,




- 71 Orenge Street,
Brooklyn, Hew York,
April 12th, 1940,

. Deer Mr, Martinez: e
& 5 '~ Thenk youw very much for your

.+ for your letter of March B0th nnd em glad to know
- that you exe going to stock some of the Iris
- Streamers, 1 think that they will work in Cliff

‘Lake ep you suggest. Ve rode over to Cliff leke
on horseback from Hutchin's Rench o couple of years
2g0 and found the leke s desd oolm. Could not

' reise @ fish to a £1y but nennged to lend o two

pourd Ieinbow on s snall spinner deeply sunk.

I slie= el g Do not think thet jou will
find out very much by trying to poe under weter

"unless]you-tha & pelr of weter-tight gogeles. Our

eyes ere.designed to recelve light from the cir,

..l end make the necessary oorrceticns to oonpensate
ol for the bending of light es it yasses fronm elr into
~+ the watery portion of our eye, fater hes en ;
“o entirely different index of refrection and wo can
 see ctlearly only, when we protect the eye with

some wober-tight gless such as goggles.or g helnmet,
. It i3 funry thet you drought

- up the question of leaders, es I had just zent
Lyon end Coulson the specification of e lesnfer
- which as fer as I con tell s practicelly frvisibdble
. 30 trout under eny light condition, A semple is
enclosed end 4f you like 1% I believe that you
- can get them from LAC. §

£l T Iove not meen Nr, Seymour
letely, but imegine thet he cen let yvou heve
e getiing or ¢ve of Dlue Came egss.

il " S : Injloyed your ertiocls in
the "Fishiig Annuel® end liked the looko of the
Jorden, V¥e mre going to the Flehigen Auseble in
- June end if we hove time will certoinly heve a

© lock at the Jorden,

Yours sincerely,
¥r, Doneld S, Hertinez,

- 723 8, St. Andrews I'lace,
Los Angles, Celifornie,




SKILLMAN FLIES ' WINTER ADDRESS

A 3 »' b 723 S0. ST. ANDREWS PLACE
R. L. WINSTON RODS a LOS ANGELES

N

DONALD S. MARTINEZ

. WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA
Decemebr 30th. ,1940

Mr. Preston Jennings
- 71 Orange St.
Brooklyn, N.Y,

Dear lr. Jennings:

,Thank you for remembering us with the Christmas card.

I wishI could say that evrything was fine in tha poultry yard, but it isn't.

It seems that nearly all the eggs hatched and the birds grew almost +o maturity

and then went down with somo epidemic - singularly fitting name of chicken pox =

and the last I heard there were four survivors = *hree hens end an ambiguous
individual that the poultry man swemrs is neither a cock nor = hen. This does not
seem likely. It is probably a rooster. Being away all summer, the continuance of this
‘hackle raising project is largely out of my hands. If llaynard Reynolds wants to

go ahead and try again I will join him. Very likely he will by the time the

egg laying season comes around again. SR

In tho matter of the "IRIS" streamers. I akways have an axe to grind; I mean that
when fishing I-like to use my own original patterns in the hope of snageing a
record fish. Howver, I took n "IRIS" out of stock and put it on my hat-band but
neglected to give it a fair trial until almost the end of the season. The dsy I
did get around to using it I hooked and landed two large fish in the first few
casts, then raised and held briefly 11 good fish, one right after another and

all in the same bend. If I had been on a rock steelhead river I would have looked
at the hook after losing the first of these 11 strikes, but hook breakage is

very rare in this grassy, meadow stretch of the Madison. Yep, “he hook was broken.
Even so, the fly raised a remarkable number of fish in a short stretch of river,
and next summer I can and will conscietiously plug the fly.

No new developments in flies to report. I am going to have to work out & green
beetle which T think I will just turn over *o Major Frierson. He fished in

ew Zealand a few winters back, sand down there they set greabt store by a green
beetle which is apmrently very close to the ons we have for zbout a week each
year. The trout seems to prefer *his beetle to anything else and very hard to

take when it is one the water. Land &nsect or no, it appears on the water in
considerable numers. A brown hackle, size 14, with sword feather body will take an
occasional trout when this beetle it ou:. The other prohlem will be No. 10

Black Gnat, a slim bodied insect with white bands between the abdominal segmenis.

This horrible looking grub -"Wooley-worm" is a made over bass and croppie fly.
Properly fished it is murderous all season long. T made and sold as many of
these things as all other flies combined lasl summor, I hate the looks of %“hem and
consider them more of = lure than a fly, but they have had a boon for the two
seasons last past with no sign of a lst up. They should be used only in still or
very slow water, fished deep, with a twitching of ths line by the lef* had. The
movement of the hackl is what gets 'em, suggesting perhaps the waving breathing
apparatus of the May-fly nymphs and others.

I have owed you a letter for a long time, I b=lieve. I havs not written because
nothing noteworthy has turned up. I do appreciate your interest in my problems.




71 Orange Street,
Brockliyn, N, ¥,
Janmuary 12th, 1941,

Dear Mpr, Martinez'
It was nice to hear from you
- again and whlle you may have thought thet you did
. not have anything to write about, your letter was
mcst interosting.

; : - Dont know what to think sbout
. the Game Chickens, as Bill Seymour has frcm tiue %o

- time had the same difficulty with the birds he is

b”;breeding for me, that is they would die off for no

. apparent reason, On the other hand my fishing partner
Mr, Stauffer has been breeding the same stock for

three years and has never lost a chicken except

~from some well known cause such as hawks rats etc.
-This stock has been bred in England for hackles for

some s8ixty odil years and it 1s possible that they

- have been weakened by too smch inbreeding and will

cplck up any gern that is floating around.

' I have the same trovble with
hooks braakin”, especlially when I try to handle too
~much line in a strong wind., I am glad, however, that
you got a covile of good fish on the Iris befcore

.the hook broke. The fly has worked very well all
over the country including Alaska and Canada for

all kinds of fish, The No,l patterng is better in
in strong light and I am now working on oiher designs
for conditlions where the light 1s pocr,

i : The wooly worms are evicestly
~taken for the emerging pupa of a large Caddis fly,
Caddis flies are abundant in the Rockies and many of

.. them emerge during the late season, You probably
“know that the larva after completing its growth,covers
~the ¢ opening to its house with a grating and under

i goes a pupal period., During tlis period the change to
- a fly takes place. On emergling from the house, the

Py 18 still swathed in an envelope cr pupal sheath,

.= but the lege are left free for swimaing, It iec uy

understanding that whille.in this condition, the fly
or pupa willl do a lot of swl:mmlng around especially
if it has difficulty in brealing the sheath, This
gorerally takes place at nlght and fcr that reacscn
~the process has been 1little observed Ly fishermen but
the trout apparently know all sbout it,

Hours sinceralz,




E

SKILLMAN FLIES o el - : _ ; WINTER ADDRESS
R. L. WINSTON RODS s - 723 So. ST. ANDREWS PLACK
5 LOS ANGELES

DONALD S. MARTINEZ

WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA
March 29, 1941

Dear Mr. Yennings:

This is a tardy reply to your last letter, written in mid-January.
Nothing has come up to write about, 6r I would have written sooner.

For two years I have been tr ing to scheme out a practimal way of
representing the breathing filaments on the back of a May fly
nymph's abdomen and I think I have finally hit it. I realize that
the sample nymph pattern herewith is too bright in eolor and oo
dark. Whne you make flies to sell, it is necessary to take into
account the customers preferences. Two fo these are that the fly
be & color harmony and fairly low in price. For more advanced
fishermen the Maribou filament should he a grayish-yellow and the
raffia on the belly natural, with the wing case & medium tan.
Even so, I am quite certain that this design will catch fish.
During the May-fly hatch the fish are on the ppod most of the
time and will grab almost anything. Right there is where so many
weird patterns and crazy ideas get thelr start, I &uppose.

I am pleased with the filament idea on my new nymph hut rather
sour on the rest of it. It is 1likely that I will fetch up with
something entirely different lateron.

It has rained a great deal this winter out here. Fo chance to

do any local winter steelhead fishing. Other years we have had
some pleasant times in nearby streams all winser long, but they
are still running very high and muddy. Season is closed now.

To get good winter.fishing around here you have to take some
slight liberties with dates and political geographical divisions,
but we put back all the fish we get in the winter anyway, so the
conscience is fairly clear. 3
Expressman just brought back my two Winston "service . rods" newly
varnished ready to go. Hot Dog ! Only six weeks now.

I will hasard a guess that Harlan ldajor wishes he was dead before
he gets through answering letters abont his fishing apticledn

the current Collier's.- Risky business.

In case you think that maribou has possiblities as a body Eetepiel

I am enclosing some - indyed - in case you do not have any in
your kit.

Yery truly yours

oo
0.1 Mt




May 19th 1941,

nW;MY dear Mr, Martinez:

_ & I hope you will forgivs me’
. .. Tor not answering your letter of March 29th at a
o oo 80cnuer date but the fact of the matter 1is that I
~‘misplaced 1t and only Just found it., Thank you
& lot for the nymph and the raffia and Maribou.
. The nwmph looks good and I am sure will'fke fish
~at the proper place and time. ;

... Have you tried Beaver fur for gilla 7 This 1s.0
. s8oft fur with lots of action in the water, and 1t
i, may be easler to apply than the Haribou, = The

- enclosed nymph 1s cne I tied last year foritrianl

- in Michigan during the Caddis or Fishfly hatch,

. which Incidentally 1s a large yellowish iMayfly,

- but I 414 not have a chance to try it as the flies
-, 41d not put in an appearance as per schedule.

». Have done very little fishing so far this season as
.. 7. most of the streams have been closed on account of
~ “: the dry seascn and the number of serious fires. Do
-  expect tc make up for lost time during July vwken
© . T expect to go to New Brunswick for Atlantic Salmon,

- Have heoardca good deal about the Winston rods end
" understand that he does a good Job of rod building,
"' I have acquired a couple of rods during the past year
- both of which wers built by amatsurs, The real
secret of any rod in uy oplnion is in the selection
o+ of the wood and really good wocd is not available
in commercial quentities.

Wrlte to me when you get time and I will try not
mislay your letter again,

Yours sincerely,




Septewmber 21st, 1941.

- Dear Mr, Hartinesz;

: - ; Have just been looking cver some
- old letters and happened to run across cne of ycurs dated
- farch 6th 1932 in which you write of a natural fly
- whick occurs, on the Rogue, Klemath ete during October,

L ‘ I am positive thiat this bug is the
- Mayfly of the Coszelman family whigh I have been trying
~ to obtaln and I wonder if you or any of your friends
-.-eould cellect a few of the Hymphs, duns and spinners
H_J&for me? The nymphshide under rocks and feed by
© sticking their front legs out into the current, the hair
~on the frcnt legs belng so arranged hat feood drifting
" with the current 1s directed into their mouths. As
.~ - yoeu say, the nymph crewls out on a rcck, splits 1its
- s8luck and the winged fly emerges. The dun can be col-
“lected from the stream at times, especlally if it is
damp weather, but the spinner is ususlly found around
lights at night, they then carry a mass of greenish

O8ESe -

This group cof iayflies are called
Isonychia because they hiave two equal pads on tieir front
. feset. Here in the east Isonvchh bicclor, is tlhie bhasis
., for the Leadwing Coachman, Coaschman, and Ro-al Coaclingn
. while the western specles, Isonychia velma, is apoarently
tha bggis for the California Coachman, as well as tle
“Govergg@r and flies of thal type.

I an s8till trying te get together
a werkable ccllectlion of western naturals and this 1s
.- about the only common fly that I havse not got in my
.eollection and I hope that you will be sble to help
~ me outs’
: ; Do you or any ¢f yeur friends
fish for winter steclhead? Apparently these fish are
interasted in the migrating young of the Candlefish
and nmost ¢f the effectlve winter flles seesn t¢ to
predicated upon a minnow or small fish rather than
an “aect. - 1 am developing scme sniﬁ%iﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?%ﬁie s
13&&)ﬁ@ﬂﬂxQH@&RF&Q&JQ&%%e%rS}g%iﬁg%%. In Qakinn thie
designs I havs used late fall and winter G e which
Incidentally is quite different frou the 1light present




- dvring the summer when the sun 1s furbher north and
the rays more direct. Samles of the streamers are
enclosed and 1if you can think of anycne who weould like

to try them, I weuld be glad to tle a sufiicient :
nunber for test purposes, PRI

e

e ....,..._,—.——;—--"‘

~  " A friend of mine, Ellwood Colahan, - tells me that Le
;.dropped In to see you this- summer, e is a good
flsherman and caqts a nice lire.

Yours sincorely




Summer Address:
DON'’S TACKLE SHOP
West Yellowstone
Montana

Winter Address:

723 S. St. Andrews PI,
Los Angeles, Calif.
FEderal 6863

DONALD S. MARTINEZ
Septemeber 26, 1341

Dear Mr, Jennings:

For a wonder we have enough woolly-wotms mrde up to last until late today
so I am answering your letter right away for a change.

I will write C.Wesley Hall - lst,Nat'l Bank Bldg., San Diego and ask him to
pick up a few of the nymphs, duns and spinners you require; will also s end
-him a couple of botles of collecting fluid. He takes his steslhead fishing
quite seriously and is thorough in everything he does. Fishes Rogue at Gold,Bch.

Maynard Reynolds fishes winter steslhead. He is a research man for the Union
0il Co.y and rund the Sisrra Tackle Company as a sideline in charge of a

young woman who ties flies and runs the st ore during *he week, Maynard goes
there only on Saturdays and Sundays. The address is 4085 N. Mission Road,

Los Angeles. Being both a hobby aad a business you can expett good co-Operation
from Reynolds. Also a conscientious, thorough sort of a guy. Fishes EEL RIVER.

Until last year when it rained almost continuously around L.A., I fish winter
steelhead in the narrow confines of Malibu Creek. Thers are 9 large rock walled
pools in the fishable part of the stream and landing a fish i§ much like
playing them in the Y.M.C.A swimming tank - they can't get snagged, they can't
get off and they can't getout of the pool.

Went to Cliff Lake‘yesterday and had the worst day I ever had over there, Just
? or 4 sprats all day long, but my companion got a 3 pounder.

Madison River below the dam is down lower than ever before. Running 20" second
feet instead of the normal TO0 to 1200 out of Hebgen Dam. Prooose to go dow?
there after lunch if I ean bamboozle my spouse into tending store two days in
a row.

T have sudden crush on the Gallatin - the portion some ten to 15 miles outside
the Park bouhdary to the north, They were taking a moderate sized dry fly over
there a few days ago - 14 ginger Cahill to be exact. Nice fish from ten to 15
inches - mostly rainbows with a few Grayling and Cutthroats for w riety.

The weather has been terrible ever since August 8th. but we should have little
pleasant weather in the three weeks remaining. :

Maybe it is the faintly comic name or some such factor that has ?aused the
excoedingly great popularity of the woolly-worms this year, but in any case
they have been almost tvo popular. Had to get part time help agaln to.mﬁke
them during the seasonj always an unsatisfactory deal as theses part time
experts make no effort to turn out a stoong or uniform fly. Here are a few
samples, black is most popular, follewed by brown and yellow with a smattering

of greys, reds and greens.
Very truly yours’//,//”ﬁ

7




71 Orenge St,
Brooklyn, ¥,V,

October 2nd, 1941,

ff.5;Dear Mr, Martinegy

e e el Thank you for your letter of
. September 26tk and for the Wolly-worms, - You know
...+ I wrote you some time ago that I Lhought that these
-~ bugs were being taken for the larvae of the caddis

. fly, but if you dont mind, I would like to revise
.- 1wy cpinion.. . I have not played around with lakes
+2o% very rmuch as our nearby lskes are too hot for trout,
.. but I do Mmow that all of our lakes abound in both
~7" . Damsel and Dragon flies, = The Iragon fly larvae is
. &8 slugglsh creature which is often used for Bass balt
© - and usually travels under the name of "Perch Bug".
: ‘The Damsel fly larvae, however,is quite active and
moves about on plants and wesds. Also they must
... mlgrats ccnsiderablgiespecially when they are ready
to crawl out and cast their nymphsl shuck. Host
of these nymuprs are of a greenish brown color and
- vhen nature measure around 20mm in length, which
is the slze of the fliss vou sent me, They have
& short tail which 48 really gills and these are in
- oonstant motion, The Black nymph which hos been
sc successiul could readily suggest cne of the Damsel
fly nymphs when seen witl4n the window of e fish
especlally if 1s was a dull day. I would suggest,
-however, tbat the hackle be tied on only the front
half of the fly to sugrest the legs of the natural
in acticn, dne vl phenld tic 0f g eoft fenther
to suggest as much action as pessible.

: : Do hope that you will be able

to get some of the "Coschman®™ 4nsects for me, It 4s
.« Yoo bad that they do not ccme as high as Yellowstone,
. but so far nome have been found at a greater elevation
©. . than 6000 feet, :

Ycufs.sincerely,




Summer Address: Winter Address:

DON’S TACKLE SHOP 723 S. St. Andrews PI.
West Yellowstone Los Angeles, Calif.
Montana 5 FEderal 6863

DONALD S. MARTINEZ

Nov. 14, 1941
Dear Nr. Jennings:

I have heard nothing from Wesley Hall of San Diego - the man

on whom I have been relying to send specimens of that I. Velma
that you want. Since writing hin one Sherwood Wheaton, a friend
of both Hall and myself, tells me thet his partner - Hall's

that 1is, suffered a stroke of some kind and that llall has been
upeet in consequence, so I hesitate to nudge him about the
speimens. I 4id send him a some bottles of collecting fluid and
suggested he send them on to his regualr kogue River guide asking
the guide to pick up some nymphs and adults. Incidentally, this
insect is sometimes called the Heath bug after a gent who lives
in Marshfield, Oregon. Heath uses a rether indefferent Knglish
dry fly with an extended body, fished wet, when this bug is on
the water. The artificial 4s a wretched copy of the naturel in my
opinion.

It will be difficnlt to trace a connection between this insect and
any given artificial. Fly fishing <for sébdelhead trout is sgomething
fairly new. It was still considered specnlative in 1926, the first
season 1 fished the Rogue. Catching steclhead on flies goes back
about ten years before 1925, I know that, but only in recent rears
has it had many adherents. In no type of fishing are the ideas of
the participents so divergent as in steelheadin'. Anything goes in
the way of flies from l4s- to 3/0 streamers with no partisular select -
ion of flies that can be called standard. Different mekes of flies
of the same name bear no resemhlance to one another. There isn't
enough literature on the subject to offer any list of flies and des-
cription of dressings that can be called even remotely authentis.

when the brutes are in the streams and on the prod, everyone gets
fish and vice versa. It does not tafze the finesse that general
trout fishing recuires. llostly it requires a weak mind and a strong
back to stand in deep, swift and exceedingly co0ld water for long
periods of time. making repeated long casfs, one just like another.
irout fishing is to steelhead fishing as steelhead fiching is to
handline fishing for cunners or sheepshead. I no longer depend on
selling flies and tackle for steelhead fishing to any but a very
limited extent so I can speak freely. To trace the descent of a
particular pattern of fly as used by steelheaders would be a thank-
less task. They just ain't insect conscious. If they vere to learn
tedddistinguish eay e caddies from algtone 11y then 4t fen!t likely
they'd remain steelhead fishermen.

Sorry if. I seem to meddle dn yomr aifadrs but unless you'we hed
dealings with steelhead fishermen, per se, you may not have a very
clear idea of how they re-act.




Getting back to the boom of the wooly-worms, I had thought that the
rough-bodied black nymph suggests the dragon fly larvae rather
strongly. I can't figure out what the wooly-worm suggests. Itd sey

1ts effectiveness is likely due to the meny hackle fibers, all pointing
ontward and forward, giving g lot of movement in the water, suggesting
the undulating breather action of the external gills on may fly nymphs
or .more likely, just life and movement in general.

Dragon fly larvae are abundant in the weedisr, warmer streamsin
Montana and Y.N. Fark. The thick weeds in the Firehole are full of
them but .l never find them in stomachs. The damsel fly larvae does
turn up quite often. Ours is a pale apple green when fresh, turning
light olive brown in formaiin solution. kaybe the damsel fly nymph
is more adventurous than the dragons, venturing out of the weed
beds at times. The drzgon nymphs are me inm olive on the belly and
blackish olive:  on the baczic portions.

Sample is intendel to mugssst onr E. Simulens nymph, the outstanding
characteristis of the natural is the waving gills on the back. I heve
a strong hunch this fly will work swell. *ave to wait and see, of
course. Doubt 1if it will be much commercially, being too unattractive
to the human eye. Come to think ebout it, the balck woolly-worm is
.no beauty either.

I811 try in a couple of other guarters to dig up some specimens of
I. Velma. -~ g

Suggest you write to Clarence Gordon at Glide, Oregon. He runs a
hotel for steelhead fishermen on the Torth Umpqua in Summer and fall
and a hotel at falm Springs Calif., in the winter and spring monthe.
g 1s serious angler, ties nice flies and hes a grade AL clientele.
. You might send him a couple of bottles of collecting flnid. I em

surs that ldr. Gordaon has heard of you even if you do not place him.
Ray Bergamn stays with him sometimes. '

Sorry that Hall did not come through with your specimens so far. He
18 usially soiacconmodating sbout any 'little favor of thie kind that
I hate to ask him to do things because he slways doeas sbout 6 times
as much as I expect him to do.

Yours

LS e,




71 Orange Street,
Brooklyn, New York,
November 20th, 1941,

. Dear Mr, Martinez:

o ' Thank you for your letter of

‘ the 14th, enclosing the nymphs, I 1l3kethe looks
of the Rough Bleck Nymph end I believe that 1t is
successful because of tle fact that so many of

" E.Simulans emerges at night and under poor light
conditions fish see things as sllhouettes. I wrote
~you several days ago in connection wlth the Biack
Squirrel tall, whichi may and probable dces suggest
8 Stonefly under similar light conditlons.

I am enclosling a dressing of
E.aimulans nymphg as eseen as a silhouette, and while
it may not work any bstter than thie Rough Black
nymph, it does ccnform to a definite principle, Llke
- most flshermen, I have definite ldeas about flies, 1n
“that I do not like to fish with a fly unless I. think
.1 undéebiand what I an trying to do,.

Dansel £ly nymphs are very actlve
a8t night and will even decoy to lights hold ncar the
water, and here agaln the Black wolly worm comes in
as 8 silhouette.v On the otherhand, on bright days
when flsh must use the weaker light reflected by the

insect, an Olive green, similar to the coloring of
the natural should by all that 1s gocd and riglt
be better than the black or slillhicoustte. And the same
should hold true in thie cass of E,Simmlans nynphs,

I have been able to trace many

: Salmon fly patterns to natural incects by ta ‘ing
into consideration the lighting conditicns under
which the particular insect 1s normally seen., I think
that Steelhead are llke Atlantic Salnon in the respect
© that neither are particularly interested in food, but
will take an artificial fly, if the artificlal

looks like & comuon insett as it normally appoared

to tliem when they did feed on 1t during tielr Parr
stago, In any case that 1s the basis on viich I
an standing.

If you do get any speclmens of
‘_Iscvnﬁchq velmg , let them come along, es this 1s
" the only comucon bug lacking.

Yours sincerely,




* " Summer Address: "
DON'’S TACKLE SHOP .

West Yellowstone
Montana

Address:

Andrews PI,
e . woyeles, Calif,
FEderal 6863

" DONALD S. MARTINEZ
 Nov, 23, 1941

Dear Mr, Jennings

Our last two letters crossed in the mail.

The Fishing Guide mentions two black flies, Black woolly-worm and black Rough-
bodied Nymph. These two you already have in your files, I know, The text on
the circular reads Black Woolly Warm,: in the proof on the damn thing they had
woolly mispelled ( mis-spelled} and when I corrected it the printer got it
woolly-warm on the next attempt. Sounds like an ad for a sweater or a union
suit. Incidentally, I find thers is a tendency to call the fly woolly-warm
along with a lot of other variations and corruptions like curly worm etec,

I have always ascribed the apparent superiority.of black wet flies to greater
visibilty,sharper outline against the light and clearer to see when below the
surface when the background is mostly water with solid substahce seen trough
water. A sort of foggy greenish grey background I'd call it. I forgst what

- Major Harding calls this background or rather how he desribes it., Can't get
enthused about the H arding book anyway. When he gets in a tough place
and his reasoning bogs down on him, he takes an easy out by saying " it isn't
impostant anyway.

There are two large wet flies in popular demand during the "salmon fly hatch"
the Red Squirrel Tail"and the " Bloody Butcher" - samples herewith. The smmller
grey fly I call Blue Dun Squirrel Tail - it is my own favorite. I add it to
show what my own idea of a wet fly is and to disclaim any responsibility for
the other two. The two big flies do show some reesemblance to the batural,
which as you probably know is bright orange under the abdomen with wings of a
rather dark brown color. The so-called Bloody Butcher, seen against the light
might giveb some appearance of the orange body on the natural, but the nat-
ural is opaque rather than clear as to body. As I r4call the insect, it is
about 1} inches long in the body with an overall length of 1i inches or a bit
more from mouth to tip of folded wings. Around our section up there they
appear in late June and/or early Julye. Ver common on the Gallatin andthe Mad-
ison below Hebgen Dam, but rare near the town of West YVellowstone. Almost never ses;
in fact, The larvas must require a lot of oxigen and the slow strecams don't
hold many big stones. Lpts of small stones = ysllow Sally ? - in the Firehole
ahd Madison above Hebgen Dam. Gunnison Rivsr in Colorado had the big stones

by the million; it is a swift, rocky stream with lots of rocks for the nymphs
to hideunder. ;

Apparsnily the Bloody Butbher squirrel tail did derive from the Butcher salmon

fly =% scms remote time =nd place. Fot much resemblance left now except the
muiti—colored hackle. These long winged squirrel tail flies do give a good
representation of th wing of the natural salmon fly. They are.effectlve: but
more fish are taken on naturals than on artificials during this hatch. Sort

of a field day for the native fishermen.

Yours




Mey 17th, 1942,

- Dear Mr, Marbinezzg

_ Well I suppose that you are

" about ready to shoye off for Yellowstone, A friend
and nelghbor of mine has besn planning to come out

- this summer but I am afraid that he will be grounded
.. a8 he usually flles.: Perhaps you remember him as he

. visited your shop last year, His name 1s Ellwood Col-
- ahan, -

: ! ..~ There is one fly which has me
puzzled end perhaps you can throw some light on it,
© You know the Browit or Yellowish Stonefly, Acrcnesurila
acifica, length mbout 1" to 11" which comes out on

" the lower Madison the latter part of June and gradually

. works 1ts way to the highest elevations in the Park
during the latter part of Julys This family of flies
ere thought to lay their eggs at night, therefore

- the only time that the fish could see them woculd be

- during very podr lighting conditions, This would

mean that the natural fliles wouvld be seen as silhouettes
- against the direct white light entering the water
vertically. Under such conditions a fly tied in

terns of denslty, viz Black and White, ghould work
during the day at times when this fly 18 in neason,

It 1s possible that the effectlvensss of the Rlio Grande
Eing (bleck) 1s due to this cendltion, In eny case
the onclosed Sguirrel Tails have been tled with the
ebove conditlon in mind and I wonld be grateful if

you would do a little cxperinenting with them,

Yours sincerely,




-
»

Summer Address: Alar Winter Address:

DON'S TACKLE SHOP 723 S. St. Andrews PI. ~
West Yellowstone Los Angeles, Calif.

Montana : FEderal 6863
DONALD S. MARTINEZ
Sept. 26, 1942

Dear Mr. Jennings

Negarding the three squirrel winged bi-colorad bodied we* ies you sent me to
try during the Stone-fly hatch -

I never did get to fish during ths main stohe fly hatch on strcams ~here the
insect was hatching. The hatch is of short duration at any giv'n point. but
lests for some time - say a month - if you megve upstream with the hatch. The
lerge insect I refer to is identified somswhere as Pteroarchus @zlifornicus. I
think you give it an entirely different generic and specific name, but anywny
it is p Whopping big critter - I dress an imitation of it on a long shank -6,
Sample enclosed. I do not know if the sample is any (pod or not. The insect hatches
no closer than 25 miles from here in the Madison below Hebgen Dam and in the Grllntin,
No one reported whether they had good luck or bad on this imitation. Bad, I guess,
or there would have been re-orders, T enclose it merely to show the ajproximate
size of the natural.
Tn the Madison River above Hebhgen Lake andin the Firehole in particular, & small
E% stone fly is zbundant. It is apparently very similar in size and color to the English
‘§ Yellow Sally, going byrthe drawings in my Leonard Vest. This is a fly a little smal-
E ler than the flies you sent me to try. It isnot a very important fly to the fisher-
man as it hatches in a sort of sporadic fshion. Not many 2t 2 time and not much in
3; fevor with the trout. My observations on this are not extensive enough to be con-
clusive. T used the flies vou sent me from time to tims and took a thumping fine

worked well in general use on rainbows and browns but I can not certify that they
were in any way conre cted with a stone fly hatch. I am sorry to let you down @n

j§ catch of TWastern “rooks out of a series of springholes withone of them. The others
m this but that's the way it worked out,

My small son who is not so small either come to think of it, was here a little

less then four weeks this summer, the rest of the time being spent ettending summer
school, making up credits in high school, About the first thing he did on arrival
was to do some cl eening up here in this shop and one of the items he disposed of was
a small stack of unanswered letters, yours emong them, so I am not certain of your
street address. Within a few days vou will get = @ ckage contalnlng a bottel of
formalin with soem nymphs and adults of that Isonychia velma (S p?) from Sam
Frierson who left here this morning to go to Agnes, Orgeon., I gave him the bottle ad
minute instructions, Sem is a Colonel in the Army Air Corps and his continued
survival has been contingent on attention to details for twenty five years so you'll
get insects all right this time, asuming that my recolled ion of your street address
is correct - viz, - 71 Orange St. Brklyn. If worng, perhaps you'c better go to the
branch post office in your neighbrohood and. tell them to be on the look-out for

thig package from Col.Frierson from Oregon. Better suggest to the lads in the P.O.
that it &s a secret part for a bomb sight or some such., Laymen are apt to regardg
allinsect 1life with levity

If Mr. Colohan ever irks you too strongly, here is shot for your locker. One day a
crowd of fishermen were in the little lunch room next door around the horse shoe
shaped counter. One of these people, a Mr. Rcihardson from Long Beach was talking.
He said " Last night just at dark, I saw a large g reddish colored animal drinklng
at the edge of the Madison River but it was so dark I couldn't be sure what it was"
Someone said " That sounds like it was Mr. Colohan" and brought down the house.

b




