




The Beast

The Missouri river speeds along 
In it's travels it does so wrong 

It floods and washes everywhere 
To ride it's waters few will dare 

Why is it so terrible to all?
To ruin our creations, it has the gall 

It was just a gentle beast you see 
To wander and trickle with so much glee 

Only with spring rains it would roar 
But now this is true no more 

It growls and screams on every turn 
Man has caged it, won't he ever learn 

He can't be happy 'til he rules the land 
Yet the beast rises and bites his hand 
He trys to tame it with levee and dike 

Much to the beast's strong dislike 
It trys to be itself once more 

But man has other plans in store 
He will suck it dry by pump and ditch 

Well hell, who's going to bitch 
It's blood feeds mans farms and mines 

Flowing though so many lines 
Never again to return to the beast 
No because man has had his feast 

When it is dead man will cry 
O' why, why, why did it die 

Then to late he will know 
To whom he had laid the deadly blow  

It is man who pays the price 
Terminal snake eyes are on the dice 

Without the beast he will perish 
And leave not one to be so selfish 

The pumps will rust and the ditches silt 
Down will fall all man has built 

Alive the beast rises again 
With new life it w ill begin 

Though the valleys it will flow  
From it's banks new life grow 

Things will return as they should 
And to the beast all is good

Bruce Palmer 
July 1992



The Omen of the Beast

The mighty beast couldn't bear any more 
And man didn't dream of what was in store 

He had shoved and pushed the beast once to often 
What he had really done is seal his coffin 

Though the dikes and levees the beast flexed his muscle 
At first man thought it was just another tussle 

Disaster struck man far and wide 
Yet not one would be on the beast's side 

Though out they would cry 
Damn the beast, why, why 

But then reality began to sink in 
And man began to understand his deadly sin 

The beast was much stronger than man had known 
He should learn to work and live with what it would condone 

Together with the beast, man would prosper and thrive 
Against him only the beast will be left alive 

The beast had given man another chance 
What now will be man's stance?

I hope for his sake man now knows 
For the next time might be the beast's finishing blows

Bruce Palmer 
started 
finished 4/98

The Missouri river has told man over and over again not to close him in, yet man has 
continued not to listen. 1973 brought the most destructive flood in history as a warning. 
Did man listen? No! 1985, a reminder with some of highest crest in history. Did man 
listen? No! Finally in 1993 there were crest and destruction that surmounted the 
imagination of most men. Did man listen? I hope!

Bruce Palmer











































In recent months a rumor has circulated in angling circles that some public fishing access sites 

may soon be eliminated. My local paper, the Bozeman Chronicle, ran a story headlined “State 

looks at closing, selling off access sites.” Montana’s Department o f Fish, Wildlife and Parks is 

evaluating hundreds o f them, it noted, to determine if  some should be sold to help alleviate 

budgetary woes. As I personally worked for the establishment o f many o f these sites years ago, I 

was prompted to make inquiries to the Department. The evaluation is simply part o f a routine 

inventory, friends at Fish, Wildlife and Parks said. The State o f Montana has no intention o f 

closing or selling any popular access sites, I was assured.

I have no doubt Fish, Wildlife and Parks personnel share my own conviction that 
 ABC ABABD 

access to Montana’s rivers and streams is vital. With 320 assess sites serving 350,000 anglers, 

not to mention any number o f others who enjoy picnicking, boating, hunting, wildlife viewing, 

birding, you name it, Montanans should be rightly proud to have one o f America’s best public 

fishing access systems. But the very idea that some access sites could be considered surplus 

spurred me to think about foresight.

Back in the 1960s and 70s, when the state was acquiring many o f our fishing access sites, 

paid for with sportsmens’ dollars, we were able to purchase them for next to nothing. This was 

before The Last Best Place and A River Runs Through It. I f  we were to try to buy those same 

sites today, it would be an extremely expensive proposition. Indeed, the state would only be able 

to acquire a fraction o f what we have now; given our current financial crunch, perhaps none of 

the sites. With ever more people coming to Montana to enjoy its natural offerings, imagine 

pressures on the Gallatin, Madison, Yellowstone, Big Hole, Blackfoot, or any other popular river 

if  just a few places were open to anglers instead o f our numerous dispersed EAF ABD�access 

opportunities.
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George L. Payne 
103 Crestview Terrace 
Lansing, Kansas 66043-1206 
(913) 727-1229

July 12, 1999

Hi Bud,

This article was in the Sunday Kansas City Star and really made my day. I thought you 
might be interested to know that I was reading about you. On searching for your address 
on the Internet there were two "Bud Lilly"s. The other one lives in Bozeman. Is this your 
son? It was sure great to read about you and hope you are well. We are fine and enjoying 
life.

Louie
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THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF TROUT UNLIMITED

(617)822-4609 Thomas R. Pero/Editor 
Post Office Box 992 
Taunton, Massachusetts 02780 
USA

September 1, 1978

Mr| Bud Lilly
Bud Lilly's Trout Shop
West Yellowstone, Montaixa 59758

Dear Bud:

Just a brief note to let you know that Trout Unlimited is deeply appre­
ciative of your advertising support during the past year. Your support 
has helped us make TROUT a better magazine.

We hope you will continue using the pages of TROUT to reach our growing 
audience of dedicated trout, salmon and steelhead fishermen.

TROUT Magazine is an integral part of TU's conservation work. Four 
out of five members find their only contact with our national organi­
zation is through TROUT. But each year it becomes increasingly expensive 
to produce a quality publication. The small portion of membership dues 
allocated to the magazine covers only part of the cost. The rest must 
come from advertisers, from concerned firms like yours whose support 
Trout Unlimited needs and depends on.

I'm sending you a copy of our current issue of TROUT and our current 
advertising rate schedule. Protecting our nation's coldwater fisheries 
is a year-round job...please give TROUT a full year's worth of support 
during 1979. Thank you very much.

AN INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION


