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Senior Editor: Bev Davis
Phone: (304) 255-4474

or toll-free at (800) 950-0250.
E-mail: bdavis@
register-herald.com

~ Lilly
By Tesla Hartsog =
'REGISTER-HERALD REPORTER

seeing picture
t is once again

,” Chapman s:¢

» Lilly Famil to me and it will 1
event will b
4 Top reunion

n _To.tited as the hi

( op.,
_ , ) 7 ‘ ‘have ou le farm out the
_ ' Wit] : cal and nonpolitical speakers, a quilt raffle, for the reunion,” Dwain says. This giv
ment provided by the Acord family and souvenirs and family history. the reunion plenty of room for people :
Mountain Breeze. Following the dinner “As people get older, they get more inter-  stand for speakers. :
will be an auction with items available for ested in genealogy,” says Lilly, noting B F ;
viewing during dinner. i : there are many books on the family histo- Sunday, visitors will can enjoy more

Visitors can enjoy several bluegrass and .. egrass and gospel music with a ser
gospel music groups Saturday, as well as . Th ' v. Jim Frankli

speeches from former Marshal
coach Bob Pruett and Secreta
Betty Ireland. Bobby Lilly will do

ic show following with Dballo

See REUNIO
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Life!

Red Cross Heroes Campaign will
start Wednesday with breakfast

As Hurricane Emily be-
gan to move towards the
southern tip of Texas,
American Red Cross disas-
ter volunteers began to de-
part their homes for staging
areas in that region.

Volunteers provide pre-
hurricane shelter to those
who need a safe place to
ride out the storm. Teams
of Red Cross disaster work-
ers and relief supplies are
pre-positioned for rapid de-

ployment to affected com- .

munities in the hurricane’s
aftermath.

Every time you hear of a
hurricane, or other disaster,
you can rest assured that
these preparations are be-
ing made and that Red
Cross volunteers will be re-
sponding.

The Central WV Chapter
responded with six volun-
teers who traveled to Texas.
They include Jean Dunbar
from Beckley, Vic Bowman
from Bluefield, Tom Ashley,
Judy Ashley and Bob Hill
from Charleston and Judy
Roebuck from Huntington.
Typically, disaster volun-
teers are deployed for two to
three weeks. In addition to
our volunteers, two of the
Central WV Chapter’s

Emergency Response Vehi-

cles (ERVs) were placed on

REUNION

Continued from 1E

oldest Lilly, youngest Lilly,
person who's traveled the
longest distance to the re-
union and the person who’s
attended the most Lilly re-
unions.

. Darrell says that last
year’s reunion welcomed
Lillys from 25 states in-
cluding the entire West
Coast.

“Everyone is invited,”
says Darrell. “You don’t
have to have the Lilly*
name.”

Sen. Robert C. Byrd is 4dl-

; Amencan

stand-by.

Just as the Red Cross
prepares for large events
like hurricanes, we prepare
locally as ‘well. Shelter sites
are designated, agreements
signed, supghes stored and
volunteers being

If you
ed Cross disas-
, please call the
ter at 255-1508.
Red Cross disas-
ter assistanee is free, made
possible by voluntary dona-
tions of time and money
from the American people.
EEE
We've been sharing with
you tidbits about our He-
roes Campaign for some
time now.
Thanks to Summers

County Chairman Kent |

Bartgis and his co-chairs,
Janie Cooper and Bill
Phillips, we are proud to an-
nounce that we are launch-
ing our first Heroes Cam-
paign Wednesday with a
kick-off breakfast in Hin-
ton.

Dozens of Summers
County residents have

agreed to raise money for ,

the Central WV Chapter of

the American Red Crosg

through a variety of fun‘and ¢
entertaining events. It all

so expected to attend the

reunion and speak on Sun-

day. ‘
“He’s not really a Lilly,”

ed him.”

For those who chose not "

to bring meals to the re-
union, a concession stand

will have food available for |
. sale.

“It’s real good food,”

* Dwain says, adding that all

of it is made “on the spot.”

A cookbook of Lilly fami-
ly recipes will be available
for sale at the reunion.
Darrell says it includes
about 300 recipes.

— E-mail:

thartsog@register-herald.com

gets under way Friday with

Beans and Bingo, spon-

sored by the Summers
County Senior Center. Lin
Goins and his staff are

preparing a wonderful bean

dinner, followed by bingo in
‘the parking lot. The fee for
.the dinner is $5 and all pro-

iceeds will go to the Red

Cross.

Have a great meal and
then enjoy the West Vir-
ginia Water Festival’s Fire-

man’s Parade at 8 p.m. in’
'downtown Hinton. Satur-:

day seek out the car show at
‘the Water Festival and you
will find that you can get rid

'of your hostilities for $1 at
the Car Smash. Proceeds.

from the car smash will also

! benefit local Red Cross pro-
| grams and services.

On Aug. 7 at Summers
1 County High School the

whole family will have a

'ball watching the lawn

mower races. Eddie Fernatt
and Michael Gore are en-
couraging everyone to bring

their lawn mowers, souped-

up or not, and join in the

fun. Trophies will be award- L

ed to the winners. There are

classes for kids and adults,
and the event gets under

.way. at 1 p.m. Remember,
the blades have to be re-
moved, or the entire mow-
' ing deck, in order to partici-
pate. Call Eddie Fernatt at
466-6881 or Janie Cooper at
466-4019 to register.

That’s just a taste of the '
many fun events that will
. be taking place during the

. ¢ ), | A
says Dwain. “We've adopt- | pext three weeks, courtesy

of our Summers County
neighbors. Keép an eye out
for announcements of other
events. Make a point to
head to Hinton to help our
terrific neighbors in their

worthwhile endeavors to - -

raise money for the Ameri-
can Red Cross and enjoy
the fun!

“If you would like more in-
formation about any of the
events listed please you
may contact our ofﬁce at
255-1508.

"M REUNIONS

The Riffle Famlly and
Tecumseh and His Love,
both of whom have their

- heart in West Virginia,.

will be highlights of the

four-day Gathering of the -

Clans sponsored by the

Hacker’s Creek Pioneer:

Descendants (HCPD)
Aug. 11-14 at the Central
West Virginia Genealogy
and History Library,

"Horner.

- The Riffle ‘ Famlly, Bob,

. Laura, Justin and Bryant, "

will entertain on Aug. 12
after attendees have din-
ner in the dining room of
the Broad Street United
Methodist Church.

Living history perform- o
ers Dan Cutler (Logan) of -

Milton and Becky Smith
(Mad Anne Bailey) of
Huntington have created

‘two new characters,

»

3

The annual Gregg réunion
will be July 30 at the Dod-

dridge County Park, main .
building, upper level. Bring a

covered dish and we’ll eat at

noon. Bingo, games and
- Karaoke to follow the meal.

For more information, call
Loretta Prettyman at 304629
4424,

B
. The McVey family reunion

- will be Aug. 6 at the Winter-

place Ski Resort in the Moun-

| . tain House Restaurant begln
“-ning at 11 a.m.

Bring any fam|ly memorabll-’ :
ia and a covered dish to share -
with family and friends. Pichic
~lunch at'1 p.m; with entertain-

ment throughout the evemng
EEN
The Halsey reunion will be
Aug. 7 at Twin Falls State

" ‘Park, shelter No. 3 beginning

at noon. Everyone welcome.
Bring a covered dish.
HER

The descendants of the late

Brack and Charlie Darnell of

Sophia invite their friends and

relatives to join them in their

Hatcher’s Creek
plan four-day Ge

which

Aug. 13
Street
Church
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The old Augustus and Eva Sager home located on South Highway 169
on the corner of South Elm Street. The railroad can be seen in the
background, and the highway is mud. Photo furnished by Dora Sager.
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v Larry is the Supervising Project Engineer at The Mechanic,
Ifc. Heisin charge of heating and air-condition areas in con-
structing large buildings. Anna teaches 6th grade Language
Arts at Rea Woodman School in Wichita.

They have two sons. Larry Wayne, Jr. born October 32,
1963, who is a junior at Northwest High School in Wichita.
JR is active in their music department. This summer he tra-
veled with the Drum and Bugle Corp to Canada, Michigan
and Chicago.

John, born February 25, 1966 attends Wilbur Junior High

A«A‘ - #\Awé&‘.\\s Fﬂw\\ C_Mm(f—\jum CwBNCeE Ay
S 25 (ISENTS ?\Cxwéai(\)

S N ( 4

in Wichita. He is very active in football and basketball

They are all involved in helping to organize a new Presby-
terian Church in their area. Larry and Anna are both active
on the state and local levels of the Presbyterian Mariners
Larry is an elder and Anna is an active elder.

Anna is a member of the Women’s Auxiliary to the
Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors Association. She is
presently the president of her local and the National Director
for the State of Kansas. She has been their State President

Submitted by Anna Fralick

Fullenwider-Hardin

John, son of Robert and Eleanor Sherrill Hardin, was:born
January 7, 1817 and married Eliza Jane Fullenwider, daugh-
ter of Henry and Ann Harsten Renfro Fullenwider. In 1856,
they came to Gentryville, Missouri, with sons Stephen and
Henry.

(1) Stephen had sons John and Ben who went to Texas,
and Mark who went to Kansas, daughter Rose, who married
Dr. W. B. Littrell, Hiawatha, Kansas, and son William.

(2) Henry Norman Hardin married Nancy Beadle and had
a daughter Susan who died young and a son Harry who lived
at McFall until 1888 and then went to Oklahoma, had child-
ren Susan, Clifford, Annieand Wilson.

(3) Dr. Stephen Egbert Hardin, born 1841, married first

Francis Dunegan, Gentryville, and had son John Henry Nor-
man Hardin, who married Maggie Durkin, Kansas City, Mis:
souri, and a daughter who died at 18. Dr. Stephen married
second Ida Victoria Messemer, St. Joseph, and had Nancy
Winifred Scougale, Stephen Egbert Jr., Rev. William H. and
Lydia Rachel Phillippe who married first Charles Sullenger
from Evona, second Brian, third Thomas Wright. Susannah
died in infancy and Charles Victor Roscoe Hardin died in
1940.
Submitted by Ann Hardin Polk

It has been found in records Dr. Stephen owned land in
Gentry County and signed death certificates. His grandmo-
ther, Mary Harding Hardin, was kidnapped by Indians in
1780.

C. W. Gentry

C. W. (Dub) Gentry (1931- ), son of Clarence and Lela
(Murray) Gentry, was born in Martinsville, Harrison County,
Missouri. He attended school four years at Martinsville then
changed to New Hampton where he graduated.

After graduation he worked a short while at the M.F.A.
then transferred to working at the New Hampton High
School, where he worked for 14 years, then started work at
the Albany Regional Center, where he is still employed.

On April 14, 1951, he married Carolyn Goble and they
were parents of five children, Randy, Linda, Terry, Rhonda
and Jim. Carolyn passed away April 19, 1965.

Patricia (Pat), daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Claud Hartman,
was also born in 1931, in Hitchcock County, Nebraska. She
graduated from Bethany High School, Bethany, Missouri.
Cynthia, Dearann, Michele and Bruce Jennings are Pat’s
children. Bruce is still at home, graduated this year (1980)
from Pattonsburg High School and is employed at Maloney’s
Market in Pattonsburg. :

On June 2, 1974, in Gallatin, Missouri in Daviess County,
Dub and Pat were married. Their first home was New Hamp-

ton, and then they bought the Chas. Burton place in McFall,
where they now reside.

Both Dub and Pat enjoy bowling and also enjoy their little
farm where they raise a few cattle. They bowl in the winter
months for pastime.

Dub is a Maintenance Engineer II at the Albany Regional
Center and Pat is a Postal Clerk at the McFall Post Office.

Submitted by Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Gentry

Sons of Ora Patton Gillispie

Ora Gillispie (nee Henrietta Ora Patton) was born near
McFall April 7, 1886 to John Marshall and Henrietta (Pinker-
ton) Patton. She was a graduate of Northwest Missouri State
University and taught school for a time. She was an active
member of Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, to which her
young men’s class added the wing. Her diaries of 1909-1913

preserve a glimpse of Gentry County life. Ora met her future
husband, accountant John Marvin Gillispie, when he came
from Monroe County to work in the lumberyard in McFall.
They were married October 12, 1915 at the Patton home
(now owned by John Marshall and Louise Patton).

The newlyweds lived in Shelbina but soon went to Colora-

SO I P




Williams-Groom Families

J. W. Williams married Martina (Tina) Groom when they
were both quite young. At first they lived on a farm south-
east of McFall but in 1891 they moved to the Austin farm
west of McFall. The house was painted blue and everyone
always referred to it as “the blue house” and it was a land-
mark. They lived there 30 years. They were the parents of
W.V, Ola, T. V., Nora, R. A., and Pearl. All six were mar-
ried from the home and all but two of the grandchildren
played in and around the blue house.

The last several years of J.W.’s and Tina’s life they bought
and moved to one of the Osborn farms near the old Osborn
Ford on Grand River. J.W. passed away and Tina lived her
last years in the Robert Williams home in McFall.

Submitted by Georga Daniel

Aaron R Hardin

Aaron R., son of Joel and Abigal Rawlings Hardin, was
born February 13, 1836, Breckenridge County, Kentucky,
died February 11, 1903, Gem, Kansas. Married February 28,
1864 to Lucinda Jane Rogers, born November 7, 1845, died
October 22, 1875 at McFall, Missouri. Six children: Charlie,
born 1865, married Mary Adkisson or Rebecca Jones, or
both, (6 daughters). Joel, born 1866, died 1872, Lucy,

1868, Mary, 1869, died in infancy. Sarah Allie 1871-1886.
Cora born 1874. After Lucinda died, Aaron’s old maid sister,
Alice, came to live and help raise the family as she had pre-
viously done for her sister’s family, the A. J. and Nancy Har-
din French children.

Eli\Paine Hardin

li Paine Hardin, son of John and Elizabeth Paine Hardin,
was born January 11, 1796, Nelson County, Kentucky. He
died March 19, 1876 in Gentry County, Missouri, buried in
Hussey Cemetery near Stanberry, Missouri. He married Mary
“Polly” Vance, daughter of William and Barbary Greider
Vance. She was born October 24, 1796 in Rockingham
County, Virginia and died February, 1893; also buried Hus-
;sey Cemetery. They were married September 18, 1820 in
Shelby County, Kentucky. They lived in Putnam County,
Indiana before moving to Clay County, Missouri before 1840
and then to Gentry County, Missouri before 1850.

They had 10 children: Amanda, born June 16,51 821
Kentucky, married John P. Lilly, died December 3, 1880;
Enos, (a son died in infancy); Courtney William, born 1823;
Elizabeth, born July 27, 1824 married Josiah B. Jeffries, died
December 11, 1897; William married Seraldy Courtney; John
born January 13, 1826 married Sarah J. Hand, second Maha-
lah Hand, died August 8, 1911; Barbara, born 1829, married

Eli Paine Hardin, Kentucky mountainee, was one of the first elders
of the Liberty Baptist Church of McFall. He was a cooper and casket
maker by trade learning the skill of handcrafting early in life.

Richard Mosely; Malinda, born 1831 married Richard Mose-
ly; Eli, born 1831, married Melvina Wright, daughter of
James and Nancy Mothershead Wright; Mary born 1836 mar-
ried William Whitley. /

Eli P. Hardin, Jr.

Eli, son of Eli Paine and Mary Polly Vance Hardin, is bur-
ied in the Wright Cemetery north of McFall. His tombstone
says died December 3, 1869 age 38 years. He is said to have
died of stomach pains, probably appendicitis. February 20,
1858 he married Malvina Wright, daughter of James Wright
and Nancy Mothershead. James and Nancy Wright and her
mother, Catherine Mothershead, are also buried in the Wright
Cemetery, near Whitton Switch. After Eli’s death, Malvina
married March 1, 1881 to Richard Milton Harmon, who died
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in\1899. Malvina died August 25, 1921 and is buried beside
her first husband, Eli.

Eli and Malvina had three children, Nancy Catherine, born
1858, married George Claver; Richard Child, born February
1862, married Lodena Katheryn Perkins. James Dallas Har-
din was named after an Uncle Dallas Wright. Both Dallases
are buried in the Wright cemetery with their parents. They

both died young. This cemetery is a very small one, in a pas-
ture and many of the stones are laying flat.

Catherine Seward Mothershead, born January 3, 1793,
died June 5, 1874, aged 81, is the oldest there. She was Mal-
vina Wright’s grandmother and Rev. Keith Mothershead’s
great great grandmother.

Glenn Hardin

Glenn, son of William L. and Maude Hardin, was born at
Niggerheel near McFall, Missouri, on June 16, 1903. He was
second in the family of ten children. His occupation was
farming. He spent several years working in the harvest fields
near Liberal, Kansas, also for area farmers near McFall and
Pattonsburg.

After his marriage to Mildred Shaw in 1934 he farmed for
himself and later bought a home in Maysville, Missouri.

He has three living children and five grandchildren. His
two daughters, Barbara Harris, husband Jewel, children, Jane,
Charlie and Lorena live at Kearney, Missouii. Suzanne Loft,
husband Rick, daughter Julie, his son, Vernon, wife Becky
and daughter Jennifer all live in St. Joseph, Missouri.

After retirement he moved to Pattonsburg and passed
away May 23, 1971 at the age of 67 years.

souri. In the Fairview community where he attended Sunday
School and church as he grew up.

Ira, being the second child of a family of twelve children
felt he could be very useful in the rearing of his younger bro-
thers and sisters. “Doc” as he was called by his family was
never married. He loved to make friends and enjoyed visiting
with them. His occupation was farming and he farmed for
many years not far from his home place. After retirement he
bought a home in Pattonsburg where he loved entertaining
his family and friends. He died January 12, 1960 at the age
of 83.

Submitted by Chester Hardin, nephew

Glenn Hardin and children,
Barbara, Suzanne and Vernon.

Submitted by Chester Hardin (brother)

John Ira Hardin

Ira, son of John J. and Minerva (Crosswhite) Hardin was
)born December 11, 1876 in Gentry County near McFall, Mis-

l;a Hardn taken with five of the nieces, Elizabeth
Jean (Newby) Collins, Goergia (Stitt) Dennis, Marjorie (Hardin) Mal-
lory and Bertha (Hardin) Geer.

James Harry Hardin

Left to right: Doc Beck, Cleo Franklin Hardin, James Harry Hardin,
Richard Hardin, Jimmy Woodard.

James Harry Hardin, son of John J. and Minerva Cross-
white Hardin, was born February 23, 1891, Olathe, Kansas
and died August 21, 1962, Carrollton, Missouri. He is buried
at Elizabethan Cemetery near Hale, Missouri. He was mar-
ried January 13, 1913 to Calla Ithema Hardin, daughter of
Richard Child and Lodena Catherine Perkins Hardin. Calla
was born April 19, 1893 and died February 12, 1975, at Gal-
latin, Missouri. She is buried by her husband.

James and Calla had 11 children, Lodena Catherine Gil-
more, born November 13, 1913, Jessie Roberta Woodard
born August 15, 1916, Samuel John, born February 10,
1918, James Richard, born July 18, 1920, Cleo Franklin,
born September 11, 1922, George Harry, Ruth Marie Boul-
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AREA HISTORY SHORTS - SHEDD’S BRIDGES

James Thompson Shedd arrived in Montana about 1863, about the time Gallatin City was being promoted. By 1864 Mr. Shedd
had built the first bridges across the Madison and Jefferson rivers and sloughs. They were built of cottonwood from the timber that was
readily available.

The area became known as Bridgeville (@bout a mile from Old Town Three Forks). “Bridgeville is said to have been settled by
James T. Shedd and wife, who, as claimed by old settlers, built up the village of the swamp and named it Shedd’s Bridges, by which is has
been known for over 16 years.” (History of Montana 1739-1885, p. 633) These were toll bridges and some days the Shedd’s collected as
high as $500 in tolls from stagecoaches, mule and oxen trains and teams. Coins were scarce in those days so gold dust was used almost
exclusively. James built “Shedd’s Madison Bridge House” on the east side near an old bridge called “Torn Out.” Fifty cents for each
oxen, mule and oxen trains and teams, and stagecoaches, which indicates the amount of traffic it took to take in $500.

The Madison Bridge House advertisements stated “being elegantly fitted up, affords accommodations to the traveling public: the
bridges and roads are kept in good repair; the bar is always supplied with a good assortment of liquors, wines, cigars, etc.”

Canyon House (presently near Logan), which was built about 1866 or 1867 by Wright and Know, was a 2-story building, 24x54
feet, with a shingled roof. It had a barn made from cottonwood, which was used to house the stage horses. This was an early stage stop
and way station on the route from Bozeman to Helena. Mrs. Shedd, it was reported, was a very capable lady, in charge of a stage station
called Canyon House. (ddvant Courier 11-16-1871) It was advertised as the “Home Station™ for the Bozeman, Virginia City and Helena
Coaches.

The James Shedd family was very much one of our areas early day business familics. In 1880, Mr. And Mrs. Shedd sold out to
Asher Paul and Michael Hanley. In December, 1881, Madison House at Old Town was destroyed by fire. A new one was built
immediately. By 1882, Paul and Hanley had recorded their plat and on October 31, 1882, “Old Town™ officially became the first Three
Forks.

Dave Miller
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&t the Headwaters of the Missourt River
THREE FORKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
P. O. Box 1103
Three Forks, MT 59752
(406) 285-4753
www.chamber@threeforksmontana.com
e-mail - threeforkschamber@onebox.com
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BRIDGEVILLE & MADISON CITY
JAMES THOMPSON SHEDD

Much of the following information obtained from
“The Flaherty and Shedd/Williams Family Tree”
by Carma (Mitchell) Gilligan

James Thompson Shedd was born September 9, 1824, at Pickens, South
Carolina, the son of Joel H. and Elizabeth Davis Shedd. He left South Carolina in
1858 and married Elizabeth in Colorado in 1859. They apparently went to California
tfrom Colorado, most likely to prospect for gold. They arrived in Montana about
1863. Gallatin City was being promoted.

James Shedd loved to work with wood and had brought wood tools with him
to Montana. Shedd built a series of toll bridges and bridges about two miles south of
Gallatin City in about 1866.. The bridges he built were reliable, shorter, and the faster
way to get to Virginia City. These bridges eventually were partially responsible for
the decline of Gallatin City No. 2, the first County Seat of Gallatin County.

This area became known as Bridgeville. “Bridgeville is said to have been
settled by James T. Shed and wife, who, as claimed by old settlers, built up the village
of the swamp and named it Shed’s Bridges, by which name it has been known for
over 16 years.” (History of Montana 1739-1885, p. 633) It is believed that he and his
wife built Bridgeville when he acquired a sawmill and began sawing the many
cottonwoods along the Headwaters.”

“In 1864 James Shedd built the first bridges across the Madison and Jefferson
rivers and sloughs. They were built of cottonwood from the timber there and were
toll bridges. Some days he collected as high as $500 in toll from the stage coaches,
mule and oxen trains and teams. Coin was scarce in those days so gold dust was used
almost exclusively.” (The Gateway, Three Forks, p. 11)

James built “Shedd’s Madison Bridge House on the east side of the Madison
near the old bridge called “Torn Out > He is said to have collected 50 cents for each
oxen, mule and oxen trains and teams, and stage coaches. Advertisements for the

Madison Bridge House stated “being elegantly fitted up. affords accommodations to
the traveling public: the bridges and roads are kept in good repair: the bar is always
supplied with a good assortment of liquors, wines, cigars, etc.”

Canyon House (presently Logan, MT), which was built about 1866 or 1867 by
Wright and Know was a 2-story building, 24 x 54 feet, with a shingled roof. It had a
barn made from cottonwood which was used to house the stage horses. This was an
early stage stop and way-station on the route from Bozeman to Helena.

The Advant Courier on November 16, 1871 reported - “Mrs. Shedd. a very
capable lady, in charge of a stage station called Canyon House. It was advertised as
the ‘Home Station” for the Bozeman, Virginia City, and Helena coaches. Travelers
were royally received, handsomely regaled by the hospitable host.” Passengers for
Bozeman found it convenient to remain overnight. “Three stages stopped at the
Bridge House each day.” 1In 1871, the Shedd’s also had 160 acres of land in
“Canyon.”

Page 58




On December 7, 1871, the Advant Courier wrote about Madison City
(Bridgeville and then Old Town-these two places were apparently about one mile
apart - Old Town as it is known today was west of Madison) * At this place the
Virginia, Helena and Bozeman roads intersect. Which will make the place a thriving
one at no distant day. A bridge across the river at this place, owned by Mr. J. T.
Shed(d), who owns seven bridges in all in this section of country. It is thought that
the Northern Pacific Railroad will pass near this place, after coming through Bozeman
Pass, as a preliminary survey has been made which crosses the Madison river and
goes on up the Jefferson. Mr. Shed(d) has a good hotel here where passengers to
Bozeman can remain and wait for the morning stage. The public lands of Gallatin
country are being rapidly taken up and the country bids fair to become thickly settled
at no distant day.”

In November of 1871, Shedd brought 13 members of his family from South
Carolina to help with the bridge building. The relatives traveled from Pickens, South
Carolina to Corinne, Utah by train, and then came the rest of the way to Montana
with freighters known as “Crouch and Lang ~ They had brought 13 mares and one
stallion with them.

By 1871 Mr. Shedd had seven bridges with interlocking roads. Two of the
bridges were covered. Five of these toll bridges were in the vicinity of “Old Town”
across the Madison and Jefferson Rivers and sloughs. A bridge called “Shed’s
Bridge” was near Four Corners west of Bozeman. In the 1980°s this bridge was
replaced by the State of Montana with a new one. The old bridge, which was
constructed to replace the original, was given to Gallatin County.

In about 1872, Shedd, who was more interested in building than operating
found a location for another sawmill on Trail Creek. Primarily this mill provided
timbers for the expanding coal mines in the area.

The Shedd’s and their family operated the hotels, raised oats on the farm,
which they found a ready market for with the freichters. They provided fresh horses
for drivers at the stage stops. They were the first in the area to learn of Custer’s
massacre. Shedd always let the Indians cross their bridges free to keep peace with
them, and the Indians passing had told them of their activities. They had a post office
at Madison for twa years in 1870.

On January 19, 1880, Mr. and Mrs. Shedd sold their 160 acres to Asher Paul
and Michael Hanley. In December of 1881, Madison House at Old Town was
destroyed by fire. A new one was built immediately. By November 1, 1882, the
townsite had been surveyed and when Paul and Hanley recorded their plat on October
31, 1882, “Old Town” officially became Three Forks.

Paul and Hanley sold their holdings in 1884 for $50.000 to a group of
Englishmen, who also purchased the townsite of The Bridges for their adjacent
property.

In 1883, the Northern Pacific built their railroad and the stage coaches and
freight wagons ceased. On November 26, 1889 the name C anyon House was
officially changed to Logan. The call letters by the Northern Pacific Railroad for
Logan were interestingly enough called C H.
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It is rather confusing that the settlements around all these bridges were
referred to by many names: the Bridges and Bridgeville; Madison City. Madison
House at Old Town (Three Forks). Polk’s Directory of 1890 shows Bridgeville had a
population of 100.

In 1908, with the building of the Milwaukee Railroad through the area and
Three Forks became a division point, the railroad found the settlement so hemmed in
by rivers, sloughs and bridges that it chose a level expanse about a mile south for a
townsite. Thus Three Forks became “Old Town,” and the new site became Three
Forks.

James T. Shedd died in April of 1890 in Bozeman. Montana. His wife,

Elizabeth, died in July of 1887 in Logan. Montana.
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STORY OF

GENTRY 'COUN

ory, ot portion of country, now included in the countien of De Knlh,
Vorth, prior to the winter of 18 14 nnd 1845, was wnorganized into
was altnched to the county of Clinton, for civil and military pur-
) continned until tho acrsion of (he General Assembly of the
and 1845, when the conntics of De Knlb nnd Cenlry were orga-
nving that portion of said Territ v. which now compores the
wth, nl(nclml to Uentry county for &vil and militnr mrposes,
sined until the Genernl Assembly by an net, nppruvm{ I"nl;rn:\ry
anized the eounty of Worth, in purauanco to an amendment tn
m of the State, authorizing Fni(‘ district of country to bo orga-
mly, approved on the 30th day of Javuary, 1861, i
My derived ita nnme from Col. Richard Gentry, who fell §n the
chobee, in Florida, nud an orgnized, wns bounded by the (ien-
at ite cssion in 1844 and 1845 an follown:  Beginning nt
1e township lino dividing townshipa GO and 61, internccts the
tween ranges 29 and 30, thenee north with the rame, to the
dividing townships 61 and 65, thence Weet to the old Western
of the Sinte, thence South with the old houndnry lino of the
rwaship line dividing townships 60 and 61, theneo Fasl (o the
ving. The old YWestern boundary of the State, nnd the Western
'Y county, nanet forth in the Act of the Legislaturo organizing
ot heing at that time definitely defined, nnd before the region of
1 as the “ Pltte purchase,” whieh included the conntica now, of
an, Andrew, Holt, Atchiron ad Notdlaway, was nnncxed to, and
" the atate complicationa and misunderatandings, between the
ficers of the countics horderimg on eaid howndary line, on the
entey eonnty, as fo the juriadiction of the conrls, the colleetitn
nd other tax, &, belohging to eaid counticn on said line, hay-
in order to settle all diflicnltics, and therehy stop all fucther
ight arinc ns (o the matters nforesid inreference to the Weatern
W Gentey connty, the Legistature of (he State, at ita rension of
hy nn et approved December 194h, 1863, located and defi-
he Wertern loundary of Gentry county ns follows: Beginning
& or open line at the Sonthwest corner of (1 outheast quarter
3, in township No. 61, of Range No. 528, thence North on the
reenter of Scetinns Nos. thirts-four, trenty aeven, Lwenty-fwe
three in township Nos. Rixly one, Rixly-two, Rixty-three nw
‘ange No. thirty-three, to the North rest corneryof the North-
Section No. three, in township No. sixty-four n) Range thiety-
now the legal western bon iy line of Centry comty, The
sounded being twenty-four wiles North and ¢ onth, and twenty
iles Enat and Weal, and coutaining four hundred and nincly-
N

e county wndulating or eolling. and s prelty well divided
» land, the eastern part of the county being well

pality, white on the western port, itin mostly prairie,

. AW kimde of grain, graas, and vegelables nre pro-

he roil is for the most part n black Tonm, well adapted

on of corn, wheat, ryc, oate, timothy, hluc-grass, chvvcr, hun-
1 all kinds of vegetables wrunlly produced in this climate.
inds, ndapted to this climate, auch ns applen, pears, peachen,
samaller fruits are produced with Meeews, and theic produe-
‘A Rource of no small profit to the peaple of "the county, rince
ged from their 0"{:' 1l aned primitive atate as pioncers, sl
rtiention to that hranch of industry,  T'he county is well
eing three branches of Cirnnd Wiver, tunning through the
e North to the South of the mme, Gl they unito n few wiles
nown as the Ureenwell ford, which in nbont four miles aguth-
» wherg the main stream s enlled West Grand River. Raid
wenirh nn abundance of waler, and afford fair mill privileges,
tof each yenr. A numiber of other amaller Atrenma (rtverse
different dircetions, ruoning into Grand Wiver, Tho connty
calthy for a western comntry. “The nir being ralubrions nml
the writer from n thirty vears' renidenco in the counly, can
divided at the
- Mitler, Athens, ownrd, Bogle,

prerent time into 0i€,|l municipal towaahips,

Vilson, 1lugging, Cooper,

sment made in the connty, before it was organized, was in the
tyear 1843, or in the upr‘lng of 1834, nnd wan North amd Jast
in Miller 'I'mrn-M’:, by Isane Miller, ‘Fobina Miller, (from
whip derived ite wame) David Henderson, Milton Foster,
, Robert Ready, and a few othera,  In about the yenr 1835 or
fter, the conntry acttledd up more ra vidly. Tt wilf he improasi-
ames of nll the old pioncers, or acttlera’ of the county in this
Lthe writer will give the names of auch ns he enn now eall 1o
m obtnin from ol seltfers now living: nnd in doivge ro,
n addition 1o the namen before meéntionel. who rettled in (he
ite organization in the yoenes IREEand 1645, nudd u the town.
Uy as now organized, commencing with Miller townahip in
t of the county, ns follows ¢
), Jamea C. Patton, Booker Smith, Robert (Givanden,
md Whitton, Albert Q. Whitton,
hn 1. Burton, Willinm Locker. Ilagh L. W, Pntton, Willinm
A. Patton, Jamea I1. I'ntton, Clayton T. Robemon, Phillip
8 Gny, John 1. Ilunter, Aristippus Itrown, George Wecse,
v Charlen. Roberson, Stevenson, Hngh -Stevencon, Taylor
m McCullough, John Potter, John Roberte, Kliahn Perking,
then Tow, Martin Low, Paschnl (). Roberon, Jalwin W.
Linville, William MeNatt, Willinm MeKni cht, Jumes M.
Pryor, Willinm Newhy, Robiert Greenwel , Willis Ray,
thn Canp, Joseph Wird, Willinm Ward. Tl
I Now orgn I, na followa: Jlisha Cnmcron, Allen
, Walter Savnge, William Childers, ’cter Vesrer,
) James 8. Levarich. Simon Leserich, Steplien Tove-
iy, Willinm G Willinms, Heney I Miller, Miles
. Kingshorough, George Brown, Johu Brown,
ames Daily, ('nlvﬁ‘ﬂ Cnnadday, John W, Conadny, James
me K. i alp, Benjamin Culp, Gideon Wright,
sin, Clinrlen M. Cinggett, Mnson Clnggelt, Thomns 1. T'ecry,
¥y Avdrew J. Bully, John G, Smith, Georgn W. Smith,
Tolm 1. Ftundley, Jacoh Newman, Jnnica Thompaan, Na-
v Michnel Maltsberger, Tavi Baldock, Daniel Spainhower.
oha Jandy, Edward McCart, Willinm McCart, Gearge (.
dibais, William Steel, Renjamin Tweedell, Joseph Tweedell,
,

Elijah
Nathanicl Mothereeul,

George W.

Willinm Creen, Jumea 13, Hounter. 10 [N

+The townships of Cooper nnd Jackron being formerly together, ns one town-
ehip, the namen are  elnseed together ag ﬁyﬁown: Muulove Cranor  Davidl
Cranor, Thomas Crnor, Joshun Cranor, Charlen Newell, Richard Rulierts,
Jonb Neil, Enoch Miler, John Plagter, John Potter, Thomns Heather, William
Prewett. Samuel Summer James Greenwell, Ahrahnm Melanghling Aaron
Comba, 'L, Helton, Zachariah Ihddock, Griflith Dickensen, Archibald Dick.
enson, Bird Jny, Moses Ray, John W, Boner, Isenel Cook, Peter Tnrmon.

= Some of tho original acktlers reriderd in that_portion of  the connty which
now comprises the connly of Worth, nnd wan then attached to Gentey county,
na before wtated, n portion of whom ave given from memory na fllows: Rich.
ard Cates, Madicon Guesa, Adam Rinck, Jellerron Tlinferro, 1. W. Seats,
Basil M. Lewin, Aaron M. Allen, David Hoblew, W, (1. W. Caten, Jamea (.
Webl, Alexander Stanver, 17, 8. Morricon, Aea Rose, David Curtis Freeman,
Q. Smith, Charles 11, Schooler, William Allen, Danicl Cox, John Martiv,
Joseph Cabler, David Curtis, Kanson Coguer, Jordon Coguer.

YI'he first retticrs were principally from Vi i, Kentneky and Tennerrce,
and being in very modernte circnmetnncer, aclected ng their homen, the tim-
bered portion of the conmt ¥y that heings the casiest al that time (o enltivate,
an bt few of them had teames anflicient to put the prairies in cultivation.

wlhergare g comparntively few of tha old rettlers, or pioncers now living
in the n&mvly,llm greater portion of them having either died or removed.
There being nt the rresent time the following, whose names the writer can
now eall to mind, some of whom will S 'Iy be omitted, withont rhowing
or intending to ghow any partiality, to-wit: Ianne Miller, Robert Ready, Blisla
Cameron, Josoph I8, Kingshorough, William (fre Miles Orton. Willia 13,

pron, Braker Smith, obert Givanden, Edwin W. Dunegun, Redmaond
Whitton, Jacol Jones, William A, Pntton, Clayton 1. Roherson, Phillip Mis.
rimer, James A roold, Tlngh Stevenson, Allen S, Meek, Siman Feverieh,
William (1. William Tohn . Willizng, Cnleh 8. Canadn T s Cnunelay,
Jnmea 1, Canaday, Gideon Wright, Thomaa 1, Peery, Awdvew ] Bulla, John
. W. Smith, Jacoh Newm Y Jdnmes Thompeon, Nathanicl
Thompson, Danicl & ainhower, Benjamin Pyveedell, Joseph Siddons, Jnmes
It Hnnter, Christopher Barkicy, William Rice, Thomna J. Willizma, Jumes
M. Mares, Arehibald Ross, John R. Shatler, Snmnel MeKellim, Feuneia 11,
Alexamler, George (. Carlock, Samunel CGanter, Anron Comba, Tnracl Coule,
Jobm W, Boner, John Bryson, David Milligan, Lemuel Watkinn,

The pioncern of the comly, like those of all other new Iy rettled countrien
were subjected o many privitions an | endured many havdshipy, and were de.
prived of the privileges of sehoold aid churches, nor hd they nny of the ager-
day refinements, incident to older settled eonntries, Yer, the people were pro-
Lably 1more socinble, nnd a morefriendly feeling existed between theny at that
date than even now, they then going eight, ten or fifteen miles to nasiat in rais-
ing a house, or havn, nind ing friendly and socinl vidits to ench other nt a
distanee ofeevernl milea,  Pivn principal productions of the country nt that
time consisted of heeawax and honey, venigon, deer-hides, coon tkina i
hickory nuts,
« The twao first rehool-honses built in the county were in aboul the yeara 1838
and 1819, the firat one being in the neighborhood of John . Burton's nnd
Jdncol Jones', Bnat of Gentryville, mud the other abont one nnd one-hal( milea
northeast of Genteyville, in ‘the neighhorhood of Charlen Robertson md James
C. Patton, hoth being in Miller township; they were Tog-Tonsen, with puncheon
floora covered with elaphoards, anl nhoat twenty feet aquare, n log lef ot on
onc ride coverad with greasd paper o aflord Bight in lien of window (4RI

The first tencher who tnught achool in the county, was John Githing, whe
tanght in the rchool-house in tho Burton and Jonea' neighborhood the firat ycar
it wan buill. i
= Inabont the vear 1812 or 1813, the firat churel-honse waa erected, by the
New-achool Préshyterians. It wan b ilthy James G, Patton and otherr, nbout
four miles Final of the town of Uentry ville, it bring freo however to all re-
ligiows denominations to preach ing which at that time werq ro far na ean ho
learued, the Preabsterinng, (New Sehool), Baptiat, Christian amd Methodin.

Amoug the fieat minintem preaching in the
John Udell and Tiram Wariner, Christians,
and Lorenzo D, Wingh, Methodiat, d
= The first mill in the vovnty was, whial was known na n hotea mill worked hy
lever power, and ereeted by "Fnyloe MeCulloch, about fore milea Fast of (e
treville, in Miller township, in‘abont the year 1837 or 1833, his mill, n few
yener nfterwards, wng honght by Dunicl Samndera, and moved o where John
Hardin aow resides, nhont two miles rorth of Albany, and nliereards ownel by
Levi Baldock. snd plaecd upon the farm now owned hy M. M.
mila routh of Albany, where it was rtanding when the weiter eamie (o thia
county in IRIG. ‘The facilition for obtaimng breadaatufis then, wern very
meager, andattended witl many ineonveniences, Thismill with a few otherahuiis
afterwnreds, of a lika charneter, gronnd very elowly, a whole day probably
heing consumed in grinding twe bushels of corn, mnd i i maid that Levi Bai-
doele had an old hownd, thint rometimen wonld lick up the menl aa fust e the
mill gronned it, and Took up towarda he hoppee and bark for more.

The setthera in the comnty then had frequently to grate their mend, (o make
bread, of which the writer has very often enten, and pronounced it exeellent
brewd, especinlly by wsing n grood quantity of native honey on the kume, which
at that time waa proenred in nbondanee. '
~ The fiest water mill ereeted in the counly, was built at Genteyville, in (e
year 1840, by Chnrles Gay and John T, Hunter; the place was then ealled
Gay'a mill. “The mill-honso wan built of loga, nnd waa ahont Lwenty-fonr feet
ryuare. with ono tun of stones, naed for reinding all kinda of pernin; (hese
atonen were made in the comly out of tho native ** Nigger Hend," or Lost
rock, by Joshua Polter, n citizen of tho connty. Chis mill was washed nway
in 1840 nnd was rebuilt in 1844 nid [R5, Ly the mme persons, heing his
time ndog building also, but with two 1an of ulonea, ‘

“The firet post-oftice Joeated in the connly hefore its organization, was Sanda
ville, in Athenn townehip, abont two miles routh of Albuny. Danicl Sunnders
being the post-master. This wna nhout the yenr 1848w The next one wna ealled
Prospect, nnd was in Miller townahip about five milea 1inat of Gentryville, tha
post-maeter heingsdnmen M. Ilowell: thin wna estuhlinhed ahont one year nfter
the one at Sandaville, nnd waa on (he majl route from SindIntin o Sndsille,
Tho only mnil route prior (o ita organization, was the (ne jost, referred to, nid
wna earricd once n o week on horse bncksLevi Raldock being the contractor.
The mail route wna afterwarda chnnped fromePlattalng in Clinton county,
by the wny ofdMayaville and Gentryville, to Albmny, in Gentry county, to e
earricd onee n week ; romn times, however it only arrived at Athens ance s month,

The Comminsioncrs nppointed by the Legiklnture nt ita ression of 1841 nnd
110,410 locato the county-seat of the county, werey Bhonerer 11, Wood, nt that
time of Davicss comnty, A McGlintock, of Clinton cmml{y, and Stephen Jones,

of Andrew county, n mejority of swhom, viz.: Jihonezer H. Wood, nnd A, Me-
ol ol L :

ounty, before organized. were
mothy Morgnn, I'reahyterian

Enbree, ane

ridden in Miller fownahip, and the second, by —Roubnadonx, at Uny's
the yenr 1840, nlso ju Athens Lownehip, where Michacl Maltsberger |
resided, rome three or fonr miles sonth oLAhany, by John 1. 1undic
the year 1842, the pioncemn previour to that time doing most of their
and purcharing of groods necersary for their beintence and the cor
thewnelves and families, ul,.l'lnlll'!llrg, in Ciinton county, i Liberty,
cortmty, nnd nt Richmond, in Ray county, St. Joseph not” then beiw
or known na a commercial mart an it ia now, JU ta raid that the fin
smith shop ret up in the comnty was at Gentryville, by John Funt
rabably Charles aned Jease Gny each had a net of blackamith tools,
lllmrkmnilhiug, prior o that. time, for their own necommandation,
 The firat Justicen of the oty Court were ~Michnel Malwherger,,
Steel nnd Samuel Colling, who were appointed an duch by the Leginl
organizing the connty.  They first met nt the howsa of Daniel Sande
one and one-half miles poutly of Albang, o the Hith dny of Mny, 1815
ranized by choosing Michacl Maltaberger presiding Justice of the (c
on aaid dav ndjorned tr meet next day nt the house of Willinm a
then resided where Albany in now Joented. On the firat dny of 1l
George W Rirch wae nppointed Clerk of the Court,"John Huggine
winted  Ansexsor, *John ,'lnﬂ!crn woa appointed County Surveyor, .
Mhendley wa_ nppointed Comnty "Treanurer,* Elisha Cameron wns ]
Connty aent Commissioner, andd Elishn Perkine was appointed Coron
the next duy, heing the Gith *day of Mny, the Conrt organized the f
mumicipal townships in the counly proper, 03 now organized ng followe

Milleg_township, with n voting plnce nt Gav's Mill; Athens townsh
n voting place n( the county ent 3| _'rd,lmm-"ip. with a veling
Lacy.Cartegn; Bogle townsh ting place at Jnnies Bogle'n;
terwards, on the 7 , Lalnpd_Brangh tow shipy, w
chuded the tereitory now of Jgkson nud Cooper townehipm, with a votir
nt Manlove Crnmer's. -

b May, 1906, the Connty Court ordered (he building of n .Jnil
connty, in Athens, the name of the connty-eeal nl that time, and Jlich:
ron was appointed Commiscioner to let nned auperintend the buildin
Fame, nnd he not qualifving, nficrwards 1, 1. Wood war appointed in
beg, 1915, am aineh Commiesioner.  The Inil was bnilt in 1346 and ¢
wan s log huilding nhont twenty-four feet rqunre, huilt ont of hewn Ty
double walls, n spaee being left hetween (he walle, and round poles or
phreed apright hetween aaid walle, two atorics high, with an entrnnee
from the gromed to the seeond ntory, and a tgap-door in the floor of the
Klory asnn entrance to the find story.  The coat of building thin Jail w
Five Hundped dollars, the exact rum not being fiully necertnined
reeards, or from other sources. This Jail wns burned mome time in t
1850,

Afier the date last given, the connty had no Jail (il
the ¢ erected another Jail, which wan situnted on the northenst oo
the Squnres Redmond Whitton heing the contractor for the buil
the ramo at the sum of Three Thousand Two Jlundred and Thirty
This building waa about twenty feet mqnnro, the ontaide being of brick
inside of timberm twa jnchen thick, and Jined thereon with iron bare, ¢
ench other nnd spiked-to the timbers, The building war two atories hig
an entrinee to the pame on the aceond Alory, and a trap-door in Ure secn
tean entranee to the lower or first story, Jint fow Jrironcrs commiitted
dail were ever held for trinl for offences with which they were char
greater portion of them making their ercape before they were bronght @

Thia dail being insccure, the Comnty Conrt, in the fall of 1874,
another Juil in Alhany nt a cost of about Eleven Thouennd Five 1
dollnes, which is now (fm Jnil of the county, the rize of the anme hein
thirty-rix foet square, huilt of brick, (wo storics high, with n cellne ben
which i n hot-nie furnnce which ‘ncnu the entire building, the Jow
being the Jnilor's houre, with convenient npartments, and a stnirway
to the prironers’ apattment, which i in the recond wtory, and is com
with iton cellnof boiler jrom, placed inside of an iron corridor, nfter the
of .1 Paaley & Bro., of St Lowies, who were tho conteactors for 1
the rnme.

shothe yenr 1845, the first Conrt Honre was-brittin the rounty, the n
ing on Lot No. Four, in JHock No. Two, in Albany, whera Peery & |
now eelling gonds. It wne n hewed-log nilding, twenty by twenty-f
Awo rtorica high ; the Iower atory was used for the Court room, with n
#noed and har at the west end ul’llm eame, and brick chimney at the ¢
with two five-places, one in lower rtory nudl the other in the npprer Rlory
howse, with the Tot on which it wan Iuilt, wna nfterwarda nole by orde
Comnty Conret, (oM wdpe Blias Uarrot for ahout the sum of Two Hund
Seventy-five dolaen. — Afer that time 11 the present Conrt Honse wan
the vationa Conrts were hehd in different hovres in town, rometimer
house now acctpivd byaJ AL Searbrough, aud nt other timen o a hoy
o the Unblic Square for Clerks’ oflices of the county, in the year 1818
wan nficrwnrds removed.
In the foreparCol the yenr 1853, Willinm M. Ain, the Comminsic
pointed o let ad nupv:rinlvmlTmmilvliug ol a Court Ionae, let the |
of same toseorge 1, Mouley for the sm of Six Thoneand dollars,
trnet waa nfterwnvda gabr-let to Willinm A Patton and Redmond Whin
completed the buikding in the rammer of 1855, The Gonrt Houne jn
building, rixty feet in Tensth and forty-five feet in widih, two rtorie in
the firnt story being fifteen foet high, and the accond rtory ten feet high
portico on the ronth end of the rame, twelve foet in width, extending thy
height of the two etorics, the Conrt-room nt the time the Con.rl lo
built, heing on the first or lower fluor, forty by forty-fivo fect, with tw
rooma nt the gouth end, and hall between.  The npper or accond ot
divided into four different rooms for public hall and grand and petit
rooma. %

In the yenr 1875, the Conrt House was remodeled ro nr {0 make the
roomt i the aecond story, and two atairwaya leading (o the rume from
side of the main huilding on the portico, with the officen on the first fls
connceted with the connty and citenit clerka’ officen in n fire proal va
elencted, in which to keep the recorda of the varions conrte. Ttinny
tial aned commndiona building, nnd auited to nll the necessities of the o«
present, or will likely require for yenta to come. :

The firat Justice of the Peacs nppainted, afier the counly wan argani;
wJohn Plasters, heing on the 24 day of June, 1345, for Athena townahip

YIbonezer 11 Wood wna appointed as the first Attorney for the cou
the Gth day of May. 1845, :

oI'he county-seat was survevod into etreets, alleys, blocka and Iote, |
U815, and the firat rale of lole in the county-neal wns rnde by order
County Court, on the 16U dny of June, 1845, 0
The firat merchant whe waa licenacd 1o anll ennds in tha anente an.

the year 193
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There wete on [he dacket, at maid term, only seven cwses, all civil. Tho
rel case tried fn the Circuit Court, on indictnent, was the case of Tho State
8. Willinm Waters, at the Spring Tesm of the Court in April, 1817, for nell-
18 liquor without license, by o 5my composed of the fullowing named per-
nis, to-wil @
Levi Yates, Martin Low, C. °f. toherson, Basi) W. Lowis, Lewis (3. €oram,
rnrren Lefiwich, Jenry 1%, Mitler, Jewse Alartin. Caleb S, Canaday, Heney

Etas Fellowa, and Willinm Glendenning, who B lhq defendant nut

firnt licensed Attorney in the county was Moses 11. Kimomls, who ncttied
) the county befure ita organization, having be:n enrolled as an Attorney in
linton connty while the territory of (lentry was attnched o anid eonnty 5 the
ext, being the sccond Attorney in the connty, wad Ebonerer 11, Wanl, who
ad, previvnaly, been one of ghe Commissionera appointed (o locate the county-
sat, and who removed lo hens, then the comnty-scat, in 1815, Tl third
dtorney in the connty wash(icorgo W. Lowis, who located in the connly-seat
1e last of Uctober, 1846, Afier that time there were aeveral oher Attorness
walesd in the connty-neat, am
dngenfelter, James Hardy, William M. Atbin, and others whose names are
ot now at handd. VAL J1. Simonds, the fird Attorney, raicetl a company for

6 Mexican war in the apring of 1847, aml started with the same ns ita Cap-
vin, and (eorge K. Cnlp Firat Lientenant, and Samucl (3. McGonkey as his
izcond Licutenawt, for New Mexico, in April, 1347, T1o dicd before hin com-
mny arrived in New Mexivo.  E. J1. Wood died in Albany in Auguat, 1817,
fenrge W. Lewir has resiled jn Allmany since he firat cane 1o the connty, and
atill & resident of maidd town and county. Iobert J. Doherty died in 4 shurt
ime nfter e located.

Harly went o California about 1851, and Willinm M. Albin, & fow yenrs
ifter hin loention in-Allmuy, removed to 8t Josxcph, wheve he now pesiiles,

Quite a number of non-resident Atlorneys attewded the Couets Feld in this
otiniy afier its organization as & county, and for several yonrs thereafier,
ome of whom are ns follows:

J. N. Junes, John Mortis aad . W. Price, of Andrew connty ; John Wil-
o, Amns Reene, of lalte connty ; James J1. Birch, of Clision ronnty ; $enry
AL Vocien and Benjamin F. Lonn, of Buchanan county ; all of whom were en-
olleil aa Attorneyn of the Court, at its Fall Teem, 1816,

Sometimes thero acenrred in the Courts of the county, nf thia enrly day. somo
imusing incidentn, the people being principally backwofulsmen, and not nc-
aistomedd to Conrt rules, or the erder aiel decornm that ghonbd g maintained
o the Courta of the country, one of which the writer refuenilu ra an ncenrring
i the term of the Court Jickd in the apring of the ychr 1847. The Court
wpened at the old log Court Iloune, on the narthwest fornee of the sqnare,
Judge So'omon 1. fconard on the Iiench, and James M. Jowell Sheril. One
 the old pieneers, n coon, deer and Lee hunter, came inte the Court-room with
his home-made etraw-hat on hin hend, sanntercd along, and talking rather
irreverently in n conrt-rnom while & Circuit Conrt war in session.  “Uhe Judge
ondered the Sherifl to *“bring that man, talking ro Jond, with « steaw-hat on,
into tho har.” The Slerill brought kins in. ‘Fhe ol amn cama in with his
hat wnder his arm, andiighen the Judge asked him his name, he mid, very
meckly, * I'——10 V" , mny it plense your Linnor, one of thie oldest metlers
on Grand River.” At thin point, Jumes LI Birch, an Attorney frome Platta.
burg, attewling the Conrt, arose and atntcd that the old man was ane of the
early acitler, he being well acquainted with him, aud that he really meant no
contempt of Court, as he was unaccustomed to the wmngen and ruanners in a
Contt-room,

The Court then relensed him, telling lim to ® go, but offend vo mare.”  The

went ont, nmlﬁing rome of his old clinme, saying, ** Didu't T come it
im;” and aflcr he gt out of the house ho put hin hat on®and mid,
in my hat, and I will wear it where | d—d plenac””  The people of

i connty ave nowe learned o not talk very loud, or to wear their hats dur-
ing the scssiona of the Circnit Cosst,

The firat election held in the connty, after ite arganization, was on the first
Monday in Anguat, 1848, at which timo Willinm (3. Willizms wns clerted
Representative to the Genernl Amvembly, Michnel Maltaberger, John C. Wil
linms and Witliam A. Childers County Court Justicen, (icorge W. Itirch
County Clerk, Elijah I Flowell Cirenit Clerk, and James M. Howell Shdriff,

The recordle of the county aliow that there was & specinl election held in the
cownty on the 31nt day of October, 1846, to fill n vacancy for Representative
in Congrems, in unuce to & Prociamation of the Governor of the State,
al which clecti _!ﬂll[l\hl’ 1. Hnll was elected ng Congressman from the
distriet, it then Qving e Fowrth Congressional District.

The officens of the connty, s the writer can get thewm from tho Records and
of hin own kuowledge, afier ita organization, ot including those Rjypointed st
thie time it wan organized, they haviog heretofore been given, were ne follown:

For Connty Court Justices, Michnel Malisborger, Jolin C. Willinms and
Willinm A, Childern elected for four yenra.

In 1849, Juscph Hiawkiny, wan nppointel by the Governor to fill a vacancy,
“ocensimmrsd-hy-the row ~of Michrat Maltherger. :

In 1850 Joscph Hawkine, Phillip Mossner aml P, 1. Crillo wevo clected
for fonr yenrs.  Ju 1851, Jamea M. flowell, Peter Price and Adam 1nck
wero tlected for four years, Ry vietue of au Act of the Lesiadature of 1851
e 1835, three Junticon of tho County Conrt were required to be elected, at
the General Election in 1856,  One to hold the ollice fur rix vears, one for
four years aml the other for two yenra. At which clection Enoch Lipggett,
Robert Bogga and J, (. Wright wero elected.

In 1860, tho fotlowing wamea compoaed the County Court, to-wit: Inoch
Liggett, Jamen O. Geurgo and Rolrert l!og;;s.

In 1862, Enoch Liggelt, Jeree (ny and Jacob Jones.

In 18G4, Enoch Liggett, Jacob Jonox end George W. Neellca,

In 1366, George W. Needies, Jncub Jonen and John J. Ros,

In 1868, T. J. Trown, John Haggins nnd Charles faowery.

In ﬁ?n, John Faggins, Fhomne J. Brows aned Joha Hait.

In 1872, Thowns .ﬁkllm\vn, John Hall and John I, Lilley. .

In 1874, John Hall, John . Lilloy seul Elishin Cnmeron.  Dimmon Dor.
rey war electesd, but died heforo emering upon the duties of the office, and
Cameron wns appointed to fill the vacaney.

{n 1876, Logan }I. I'cery, John 17 Lilley and Jacoh Kesler, I'cery aund
Kenler having 0 cleeted at the November election, 1876,

In conneetion  with the County Conrt Justices, the ditlerent clerkn of the
Cuunty Court, will be given wince the organization of the county (o the present
time, without giving tho variona datea of their aeveral elections or n\qmiul-
nienln or tenure of office, who were s follows, to wit: George W. Hirch Cal-
vi I, Harteell, appminted to fill vacnner, A. (3. Whitton, James R. Conving:
ham, Willinm . Cnstor, Jart. 1. Watkive wnd John ‘T, Daniel, whe ir now

Clerk of the Courta, hia term expiring in the yene 1878, Of the abuove,
t 5. Whitton held the office two termn, of four yeara ench, beginning in
and W. 1. Castor two ternm, heginning in the yenr 1862,
e nevernl Judges of the Cirenit L‘nnrl%«-lnling mid Gourt in the connly,
{ sinco its organization nre next given, mul not hnving the informnation at hnnd

(0 give the duten of heir severnl comminsions, or the timen they  respectively

el their enid office, the connty having beent in severnl jalicinl eirenits by

whom were Jobert E. Doberty, Lislebmery, "

L * Calvin B Hinkley, elected in November, 1868,

’

The Legialiture at ita session of 1870 and 1871, alwlished the offico of Cir-
enit Attorney, and substiinted in lieu thereof, the oftice of Prosccuting Attor-
ney in cach county,  Charlea 1, H. Goodian wane the firet elected mder the
present Inw, aond held the office for two terma. At the electiom in Nov. 1876,
doseph L. MeCallangh was elected to maisl office, fur the term of (wo years,
Privioga to the yenrs 1970 and 1871, the county Comt, under the law anit then
exi<ted, appointed at different times, connty Altorneys,

Tho nnmen of whom are an follows : Ehonezer 1. Woad, George W, Jowis,
Williane ML Athin, Charles (1, Comatock, and [anac 1% Caldweld,

s The following are the Treasurcrs of the connty given in the arder they held
sl office, to wit: John B, Jlundley, William (. Willinwn, James C. Carler,
Monlecai M. Esmbree, James W, Owen, Jogan 11, Peers and Harvey M. Cra-
nor, the fast naied being the prosent Treasurer, having been re-clected nt the
clection just passed, mnd holda the mme for o torm of two years.

The following nre Arscrsors of the ooty : John 1luggins, Levi Yates,
James AL Cmn?nnl. AL Oarand, Joseph B Kingeborongh, James 3. Sentt, 1,.
. Jenkins, I, #. 5 and Clinton B, Iash, the Jast named being the
present Assessor, nvd elorted at the election juat passed.

At the aemiion of the Laginlninre of 1845 nod 1810, no Act was parcodd, on-
talilishing n Prolmic Court, in the eounty, therehy taking the Probate nsinees
from the County Conrt, which to that time bad jurisdiction of 'rolmte mattem.
Tlhe following nre the J} udgen of mid Couet, who have held the office from that
time to the present, to wit? Ueorge W. Lewin swho wascleoted in Auguat, 1R,

M. Hlowell, clected in Awgnst, 1861, for six yenrs, but aficrwards resigned, amd
Charles G Comstack was appointed o i)l the sreancy, in May, 1862,

. M. Rice eleeterd in I‘Iuvclulwr. 1R6G2, who held the office till June, 1866,
when he resigned and Tsaae 1. Caldwell appointed to il the vacancy.

Caleh 8 Canady clected in November, 1872 and Joseph B Kingehorough
who wan elected nt the November election, 1876, just pussed, for the teem of
four vears. .

The County Surveyors are as followa: John )lasters, Thomas Keith, James
L. Plastera. A, (aeard, Vierpont 31 B Moualton and Fral. No Jenton, the
present inenmbent, aml who was re-cleated at the election just passed.

The following are the nnmen of the diffevent pereona clested o the House of
Represenintives from the connly since Hr organization, o wit :

William €3, Willinuns, in 1846,
Joab Neal, 18,
Nuthaniel Mothersead, 1854,
dames It Conwny, 1858,
James R, Conway, 1862,
Jhuelnons M, Rice 1866.
Phillip M. Adams, 1870, 1 Enoch Liggety,
James L. McCullongh, 1874. 1 Pravid Gnanaseay,
the Iast named being elected at the November election just passed.”

Richard Roberts, in
Daniel Conway,
Wiltinm M. Albin,
Renben Shuliz,
“David Cranor,
Charlea C. Ryrne,

the year the year 1818,
“ " « " "{'

18
1860,
1861,
1863,
1872,
1876.

There have only been two Stale Senators clected fram thin connty. lo wit,
Nathnniel Mothersead, who was clected in 1860, to Il tie vacaney of Robert
M Biewart, who was elected Governor of the State, and Johu N. Young, who
was elected in the year 1866 and held for four yeara.

Under the present agatem of collecting Revenue, Robert M. MceCammon swan
the first who was clected to that office, which was in November, 1872, and wns
re-clected in November, 1874, At the clection In November, 1876, Francia M.
Setzer wan clected for the term of two years.

lisha Cameron, Connty-seat Commissioner, mado tho fiest snle of lots in
Athens, the County-seat, on June 16th, 1845,

#I'he firsl connty rond Tocated in the conat
by the reconis, began at Ath
Bantly and terminnting at
c‘un“y.

There ara seren AL V. and AL M. Ladges in the county at the present time,
al the following mmared places: Uentryville, Alhazy, Lone Star, Alanthus,
Mt Ulensant, ldfnml City and Berlin, and oue chapter at Gentryville.  ‘There
inonly one lodge in the county of 1. 0. O. F. and ir ot Albany.

Thecollector of revenuca of the comty, made his Grat scttlement for the year
1815, on the 10th day of November, 181G, in which ho wns charged with

eee veeee $312,65

nficr ifs organization, ae shown
s, thenee north passing the reaidence of Willina
cens’ Mill,” now known ns Denver in Worth

The State anil connty Revenues on tax book «...
© And was credited with

Delinguent fist returned,.

Treamrer'a Receipls,....

Col. Comminnion,...c. ..

657
20943
21.60

321.70

Teaving a balanco duo the Colfector of.uciniriiriciiiiiniicecnnnne. 8 15.14
“The expenditures of the connty for the yenr ending May the 4th, 1816, ae

the comty o that Gime $1H181E. The total amonnt of revenaa of the connts
for the year 1875, inchuding sinle, connty, achool, road, jail and bridge (nxen
an ahown by the colleetor's bookn for M\'n“ yenr is $33,030.62, ahowing n cons
cralite ndvancement in the revenie of the county, at fenat, vince the year 18145,
being juat 30 yearn since s organization,

The connly sinee ita organization, has materially advanced in improvewmenis
aned in wealth, and also in educationnd and othee mntters which tenl to make s
commly peosperons and one in which itia desirableto live. The counly hing

in the State, for the reason mainly that there is no mitroad tirongh the county,
or near its horder, thongly the connty n few vearn ago voted the sune of SE50 000
to the Quiney, Missonri avd acific Railroad, and the same amount to the
Chillicothe and Omaha Railroad.  Neither of which, however, have been yet

the neareat point Lo nrailrogd Trom Alleay. — Another tluinﬁ that considernbly

retnrdod the progress and im'n-n\w:nwnl of the connty, was t

citizens from other stater, and advnncing in improvements, wealth and ge
prosperity.

A Instenid of n fewe log achool-hougen in 1845, there nie now reyenly-niye good
aulrtantind and comfortable school-hous@ in the county, the whale county,
breingg at the peerent orpanized into achool districts, and each dirtrict having
a good rehiool-honse, the total valug of the mmo heing nbont $35 174

Thronghout the connty, outeide of the town, there has been hoilt n con-
atlerable number of neat nod commodions chureh hounes, by the diflerent re-
ligiona denominations, the number of which nnd the denominationsl character,
cunnot oy be given.

The different religionn denominnfiona in the connty, nve principaily the
Methodint - JEpincopnl, Methodist Jpiscopnl South, Chrintiana, DBaptist and
Preabiyterinn.

The commty in now well supplicd with mills of a first claan, both steam aud

eonann of varionm chanres havine heen made by the Terisinture. the nmen of

)
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water, which have sperceded the old horac mills of thirly years ago, and of-

Nela,

Vsaiyy Comadong

2l

Tor six yeaes, il re-cleoted fn Augunt. 1865, for the term of rix yoars. Jamen | !

ghawn by the recards of the Commty Court were $105.474, and the reccipla of

not advanced in reapect o wealth and improvements s eapidly ax eome othern

completed tr or theongh the comnty. Lhe fast named road is vow cdmpleted to
B Pattonmaburg, in Daviess connty, about fwenty miles from Alhany ; that being

1e Inte war and the .
troulife and excitement growing ont of the srine, but sinee the war closed, the
county han been geadually acttling wpr with a class of encrgetic amd respectabile
|'n:n||

¥ Gy %«ﬁ;

In the year 1808, Waldo & Man, founded 'n deme
ealled the [lbany IVeckly I dges, whicl hims heen con
from that time ta the pressnt, and in now owned an
Davie, nud is atiliss democratic paper, and the ot
county.

tu June, 1876, White ad Tnmpton fonded a pa
Crntry County Chroniele, and wlﬁr}l in wlill being pu
:{\ml ticaw paper and the organ of the republicar

iy tie.

ALBANY.

Albany, the connty sent of the county, in focated ¢
of the geographicnl-center, and nhout one wile enst
Grand River, on timber Iand.  ‘The rlreets crom en
nnd nre mixty-six feet wide, The public squnre is I
the town, gul in one hnndred and nincty-cight fee
Court Jlouse is situnted.  The poymiation of the tor
In abont tuglve hugdeed, 1t wan incorporated by
tare, in the yonr 1857, and is ail} gaverued under it
There nre four church-houses in the town.  One |
chinzch, a gond and eommodious frame building, o
Episcopat Charch South, and in » hrick building, n
of yeara ago, and the oldent church howse in the 1
peagance of commadions as the church conld afford
denomination require.  Une belimging to the Meth
Inrge aud commorlions frame building, and one of 1
othier helongs (o the Raptist Church, and s quite a

building.  The town is organized for achool purpor
enee Lo towns nodd villages, and has an clegant and

iug. situated in the North part of the tawn, built of

about forty by sixty feet, with (wo roows, and hal
two main rooms nud one recitation ronm above. 11
oued grounda npon whicl it is erected was about ten
in kept in the hose from sdven to ninc montha in e:
corployed, and alout two hundeed aud twenty-five |
in nil tho depnrimenta.

There in one hauk, ealled the * Uentry County Fi
general Inws of the State, with an anthorized capital
dollars, and eighty thousand doliars of the atock »

- eent. paid in. AL this time three papers are b

dry 'imd' or general mores, five grocery stores, twn
two habiess and anldlery storen, three drug atorc
sline rare, Lwo jeweler atores, two biackamith shoy
turs atoro nued factory, foundry, two enrpenter shog
ahagy, two rteam mills, one a shw and the other a fis
with livery mud feed stables attached.  One hroom |
In town aro nlag funr phynicians, one dentist and t
ied with living water, nisil obiained in & rensonal
i remarkahly healthe, add is sureoanded iy & cle
ing and prosperous citizens sud farmers,

GENTRYVILLE.
CGentryrille as now named, was Inid out by ¢
Tunter 1n Augest, 1818, and s qaite a pleasant. ar
an the Enst bank of tGrand River. at the point ke
carly scttlement of the coumniry. The town as lncal
Tinibus, but the name, wan in the year 1350, cha
present name 14 has 1 population of gix handred
and enterprieing clam of citizena.
It in Jocated in the midst of sud mirrounded by ¢
tiomn of the connty, retticd up by an intolligent, i
claen of fasmera, ‘Lhis town hna one Grist mil), w
Saw mill, Wonlen fuctory, four (leneral sores, fin
two Wackamith shops, two linrnems and Sadddler »
whap, three Wagon shops, two Lawger, threo Phy
owned Ly the Baptiata, but free for all denomine
and convenient frame Bchool building, in which
fonr to /ix months in each yenr, with an averago d
dred pupils, employing two teachers.

MT. PLEASANT.

Mt Plearant in sitated in the west jart of the
from Albany, and i surronnded by & beautiful pri
by Inrpre farms aud fine houses. "It i a very i
pepuintion of about 30, 3t has two Dry UmL
niture atore, two Phynicinng, Churech Hoone, 1Publi
tels, two Biacksnrith ehogpw and one Wagan shoyp.

ALANTHUS.
Al in ted In the northwest part of
miles from Allmug, and has 0 popuistion of als

| Gl atares aned “two Drug stores, & Blackemith

and Public School building.

KING CITY.
King City is situated in the ronthwest part of |
wilea from Albnny; on & benutiful prairie, sirrom
prining fnemere. It wan Inid out in the yenr 186G
Joseph N. Taylor, and now han fone Siorer, th
Ureabyterinn. - Population about 100,

MT. VERNON.
Mt Vernon ir situated in the northeast pact of
miten from Albany. Jtwns Inid out in 1850, by
two Stores, Church Tloure, Blackamith and Wagwn
ELENORAIL
Flenoral is ritunted abont six milen north of
the year J869, by Bheild & Matill.  Jt hor now 11
Public 8chool huitlding, Saw mill, and Binckemi

Intion about 85, -
NEW CASTLE
New Cartlo in & thriving Jittle village, situntod
cight miles. Tt war laid ont in 1857, hy John
Stores, two Church Hourer, Blnckamith and Waga
. UNION GROVI

UTnion Grove i situnted in the narthwest lm
milea from Albany. 1t wan Inid out in 1870, b
Intion of about 50, and has two Stores nnd a Bch

ISLAND CITY

Jaland City is aituated abont cighteen miles »
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Out of the Cornfields Grew a Town

As detailed in the railroad section of the book, Stanbe:ry
grew from the cornfields as a division point for the railroad
between St. Louis and Council Bluffs. The Western Improve-
ment Company filed the original plat of the town September
26,1879

Stanberry was organized as a village in February 1880
with five trustees appointed by the county court. In May
1881, the town was organized into a city of the fourth class.
Officials included W. H. Reynolds, mayor; J. S. Weaver, D. T.
Miller, E. Fisher, A. P. Ambrose, S. B. Hinkley, J. B. Sawhill,
Z.T.Kessler,and F. A. Weimer, aldermen; V. T. Williams,
clerk; and J. F. Smith, marshal.

Under this administration, permanent laws were passed,
and many improvements were made to the early town. It was
during these first years before 1900, that churches and
schools were established as well as many businesses and
homes built.

In 1890, by a two-thirds vote, an electric light franchise
was granted. Because the original plant was too small, it was
increased the next year. In 1891, the city also voted to issue
bonds to construct a water system.

In 1896, a telephone system was established.

During this period of rapid growth, the town reached its
population peak. Weimer recorded the population at “over
3,000” in 1897. The early growth of the town found many
frame buildings, but another accomplishment by 1897, was
that about two-thirds of the businesses were housed in brick
buildings.

This log cabin now stands on the Ralph Pierce farm home northeast
of Stanberry. It was one of the first buildings in Alanthus. It was re-
moved and placed on the Pierce farm in 1973.

Looking to the northeast toward Stanberry in the early 1900’s. The
Stanberry Normal School can be located near the middle of the photo
Harden Cable Works, in the left side. The fancy building in the photo
is the Wabash Hotel.
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The Wabash Hotel had a thriving business of railroad men who stayed
overnight as well as meals served in its dining room. This is how it

looked in its ““prime” as photographed in 1922 by Harley Phillippe

After the Normal College fire in 1906, the grounds grew up with trees
and grass and served as a campground for travelers who wished to
spend the night. Photo taken in 1923 by Harley Phillippe.

This is the bandstand in the City Park as it looked in the form most
“old-timers” recall. No one knows for sure how long the bandstand
has been in the park; “‘as long as I can rtemember,”” was the common

reply to the question. This looks north through the park. Photo taken
in 1923 by Harley Phillippe.




F e &
J.L. Edson and Sam Goodding are pictured here with the city marker.
O’Donnell McCarty recalls this rock was in the pasture located on the

-Fay Walker farm where he was born in 1901. His father had the rock
'dug up, and Othd and Mose Garner and Vic Dilly hauled it and put it
in front of the Baptist Church. Later it was moved to the city park.
O’Donnell claims it as his twin. Photo by Glenn Hensley.

-

An aerial view of the northern part of Stanberry taken by Glenn Hens- The Wabash Hotel lobby looked much like this until it closed.
ley Jr., July 4, 1939.
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One of Stanberry’s most active service groups, the C and S (Civic and fields. There are about 25 members presently, and they sponsor sev-
Social) Club, sponsors a tractor pull every year. This is Bob Findley eral community service projects like the annual Halloween party for
pulling in one of them. The C and S Club assumes the responsibility the kids. Photo furnished by Bob Findley.

of the upkeep of Memorial Park including the football and baseball

The first annual horse show sponsored by the Stanberry Saddle Club
was held in the summer of 1964. Here youngsters prepare for the bar-
rel race competition. Headlight file photo.

In its later years the Wabash became quite run down on the outside
before it was torn down. Photo taken in 1976.




Wabash Mineral Springs

What could have been a “strong factor in Stanberry’s fu-
ture prosperity”—the Wabash Mineral Springs—was never de-
veloped, it seems. The following account was taken from the
1882 Gentry County history.

The Wabash Mineral Springs,located within the city limits,
possess rare medicinal properties, according to an analysis by
Wright and Merrill of St. Louis.

These springs are now owned by Levi Lawn, but have
been leased for 20 years by L. M. Chilton and M. F. Brown,
and will be improved with bath and boarding houses, walks,
drives, etc., and placed in charge of Dr. L. M. Chiltonsa
graduate of St. Louis Medical College and a physician of long

and successful experience in the treatment of prevailing
diseases of the region.

Dr. Chilton will spare no pains or expense in fitting up the
springs and grounds for the reception of patients and pleasure
seekers, and will be pleased to give any information desired
concerning the value of these waters for the treatment of any
or all diseases within the broad range of their curative influ-
ence.

The analysis of the springs showed the presence of calcic
carbonate, magnesia carbonate, soda carbonate, feric carbon-
ate, magnesia sulphate, calcic sulphate, sodic sulphate, sodic
chloride, carbonic acid gas and atmospheric air.

Vices in Stanberry

Like most other towns of its day, Stanberry was not with-
out its vices. Many people can recall seeing the Red Onion
or being told not to look as they passed by.

Following are accounts of two vices—gambling and prosti-
tution—recalled by Tubby McCarty as told to Mary K. Harris
August 7, 1978.

The Wabash Hotel was noted for the gambling that took
place there. Gambling took place in a large room upstairs and
was continuous day and night and on weekends. Large sums
of money were gambled. There was no limit, and there were
no small stakes. People came from St. Louis, Kansas City, St.
Joe and Omaha. j

Billy Skid, a man with a wooden leg, was a big gambler.
One night he rolled “Snake Eyes” for $2200. It was esti-
mated by the ST. JOSEPH NEWS-PRESS that during his life-
time Billy Skid had gambled over $1,000,000.00. Pat Nelson,
who also had a wooden leg, was another big gambler. He and
Billy Skid had a “dive” on the west side of the park, referred
to as the “West Side.” It was located in the second building
south of the corner of Park Street, near Jamie Norman’s,
facing the park.

Sometimes there were crowds of 200 to 300 people. Rum-
my and another game called “low-ball” were played. Poker
was played in the basement. There was a long bar and near-
beer shot with alcohol was served.

Billy Skid was an avid basketball fan, and when there was
a game at the school gymnasium, he made all the gamblers
at his dive stop gambling and attend.

There were two houses of prostitution in Stanberry. The
Red Onion and the Blue Onion. The houses were built by a
man named Hall and were located south of the railroad
tracks in southwest Stanberry. The Blue Onion was not very
successful and was not in operation very long.

Lizzie King, who had operated a “pimp house” in St.
Joseph before coming to Stanberry, kept five or six good-
looking gals all the time, two of whom were her daughtegs.
The house was well-furnished. CUQ

Big shots from St. Louis and Kansas City would stay over
the weekend. Local businessmen and railroaders gave the Red
Onion alot of business. The price fora “visit” was one dollar.

Opposition from moral forces in town eventually forced
the Red Onion to close.

Building the croquet court in the southwest corner of city park.
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1965-66 HAWKS -~ Front row, left to right, Manager Kirt
Harding, Ron Aasheim, Doug Kepnmer, Gr reg Lilly, Mark
Evans and Jay Groepper. Middle row, Bob Jacobs, Tom
Putnam, Rick Ogle, Bob Litle, Barry Schaplow and Assis-
tant Coaeh Jerry Schroeder. Top row, Coach Rodger Mec-
Cormick, Jim Smiley, Robin Stiff, Bill Monroe, GlenSmi-

ley and Jim Staab. ( &W Chronicle Photo
: ~ 8-




1965-66 HAWKS — Front row, left to right, Manager Kirt
Harding, Ron Aasheim, Doug Kepnmer, Greg Lilly, Mark
Evans and Jay Groepper. Middle row, Bob Jacobs, Tom
Putnam, Rick Ogle, Bob Litle, Barry Schaplow and Assis-
tant Coach Jerry Schroeder. Top row, Coach Rodger Mc-
Cormick, Jim Smiley, Robin Stiff, Bill Monroe, GlenSmi~

ley and Jim Staab, {M Chrmicle letc
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Will trade tor flour or

Fripeey Bros.
e
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stewmer Rosebind, of the Coulson |
arrived at Benton on the maorning of |
e Gth inst., being the tirst hoat of I)w(;
SISO, !

CIHOICE LOM OF NiZW |

{fe (! S |
Hinery thoobsl
1
neluding all the latest approved styles of |

71| i ‘. 5
ew Hats

Yy gy R ] L

vLOWIERS, BOVYETS,)
And Faney Goods just received at !
Mrs Movrgan's |
A nice ot of new carpets, turnishing
oods. boots and ete., was this
veek received direct trom the Kast, by L. |
. Willson

SAVE TIME AND MONKY

shoes,

by buying youy

GARDEN SEED.

of ~. W. LANGHORNE, Bozeman, Mont.

ke Greenhood, of Greenhood, Bohmn &
‘0.. came over from the Capital on Sun-
lay. *lke' has to come over hiere ocea-
donally to do a little pleasant “courting.”

Watehes, Clocks and Jewe
ind neatly repaired, one door east ot/}\.
amme & Co. Satistaction guaranteed.

HERBERT MORRILL.

Miles City will undoubtedly soon rejoice
n the possession ot a UL 8. land office.
I'he bill is reported to have passed iﬁ»oth
Houses of  ‘ongress, and will dotbtless, be-
ome alaw. \

ey \

i \

\

%

GUARANTEE ©O DUPLICATE '

he reiail catalogue price of any reliable seed-
howse, so that you can

L Wil

Buy Your Garden Seed Herey

and take 1o chance of loss or delay in
the transmission by mail.

S. W. LANGHORNE.

A motler crew of Flathead Indians were
swapping furs and peltries for coin, grub
and trinkets, in town yesterday. They
are on their way from the Yellowstone to
their reservation on the West.

Aunction Sa,l:% of Stock.

At the residence of the late Noah Gee,
on last Gallatin, on Saturday the 22nd
inst.. there will be an anction sale of stock,
consisting ot thirty-five head of cows and
twenty-tive head of hovses. Terms of sale:
All sums uuder $20 will be cash 5 over $20,
thiee months time will be given, without
interest.

Mr. Thomas Deyarinon, ot the Madi-
soninn, gave us 4 pleasant call on Satur-|
day. He is interviewing the muueruus:
patrons of that meritorious paper with |
which he <manids so prominently connect
ed.

| prepared

TO FILL ALL ORDERS.

toed i sty quantity. fer

\T\ promptly.;

i press, to a crowded house.

and ]wl‘m:uwm <tone and brick struacture, i
Mechanics are already at work on the buase- |

mient of the new building.

Mrs. B. Vreeland advertises in  this
week's Covrikr that she is prepared to
give instructions on the piano-forte.  Mrs,
V. has the reputation of being an excellent
musician, and will no doubt give good sat-

i {sfuction to pupils who desire to takea

course of musical instruction.

We notice in the Daily Mines that our
esteemed friend. P. A. Largey, was recent-
ly deteated in the race tor Alderman of the
second ward, at the wmunicipal election. I

Jutte ean boast of more worthy men than |
the “Colonel,” she may consider herselt
the most fortunate town in Montana.

. F. Meyer, who tor several months
past has been employed as book-keeper in
Kleinschmidt & Bro's establishment. left
on Tuesday to take a position in the tirm’s
branch at Fort Benton. Mr. Meyer is a
young man of more than ordinary ability,
and will not fail to give satistaction in any

]
i.

A large lot of condemuned, old pattern
clothing will be s ld at auction at Fort
Eilis on the 21st of June, 1880. under the
direction of Lieut. Daniel C. Pearson, A.
A. Q. M. 'The clothing embraces a large
number of blouses, lined and unline
al[&i@lukclswsaemwmmeml hun-
dretd pairs of trousers.

A Bozeman lawyer, on being interro-
cated by a limb of the law from a neigzh-
boring town, pompously remarked that
he usually charged for his knowledge and
advice, whereupon the visiting lawyer put
his hand in his pocket and took out fifty
cents, remarking, *llere. take this; tell
me all you know, and give me back the
change.”

. We must compliment our esteemed eon-

tc\np@‘lg. the Bozeman (;QLW’”M
the fineguality of its-paper? and its bright,

attractive appearance.—Daily Miner.

In these respects we are endeavoring to
keep pace with the Miner. By the way,
neighbor, don’t you knew that the Cov-
RIER and Miner have the reputation ot be-
ing the ‘‘nobbiest” newspapers in Mon-
tana.

Wiles Woolverton, whose ranch is just
south of town, is starting a nursery in con-
nection with the Ogden nursery. He has
already received 5,000 apple trees and a
large number of cherry and other fruit
trees, which he is busily engaged in plant-
ing. This begins to look like business,
and we hope he will be abundantly suceess-
ful in the laudable enterprise.

T'he ‘I'wo-lleaded Woman Company &r-
rived in town yesterday. and gave a per-
formanee last night, just as we went to
Miss Millie
Christine, the two-headed nightingule is
no doubt the greatest living wonder in the
world. Of course, everybody in town

| and country will have a great desire to

see her, or them, whichever

choosge to express it.

way you

A highly ilustrated sign. painted by F.
Carr for the Fridley Bros., was, on Mon-

I day last, suspended over Main street by a|
telegraph wire stretehied from L. =0 Will-,

in Washinetan, we learn that
AR
tion of their rexervition upon which the
discovered mines ot Emigrant. Dear.:
Crevice and Clark’s Fork are situated, ag-
gregating ubout two a half mitlion |
acres of land. upon cg that they !
shall he pensated for the
sam?5. anf! i ; be appropriated |
cting and asxist- |
v agrienitural and
pastoral uitd, “But, ypon a further de- |
mand Befhe made upon them for the right
of way for stock men to drive their herds
across the reservation, the delegation hesi-
! tated and appeared diginclined to accede 1o
! the proposition.
| In this connection it is reported that
! Delegate Maginnis insists that the Crows
“mmust yield to the latter proposition. or he
will oppose any modification of the treaty
s whatsoever. It the position of Maginnis
{ on this matter has been correctly reported |
! then we beg leave to difter with him, un- ‘
i less he means of knowing, orat
i least good reason to believe that the right
tof way will be secured without serious
[ difficulty or uitimate prejudice to the more
! important object in hand, viz., the retro-
 cession of the mining ground. ‘The right
{of way for stock-drovers would no doubt
i D¢ important and desirable privilege ;3
| notse important ov desirahle now. how-
wer, §s it was in the past.  The advent of
‘: Ads into Montana will practically do
away with the necessity of driving beef
"herds long distances and especially across
the Crow \reserve to Cheyenne or other
points on the Union Pacitic ailroad.
. From thellndian standpoint, it is a mat-
 ter of very /serious importance to them.
Any tribe/ot Indians would almost as
soon abaddon their reservation altogether
as condent to have a regular thoronghfure
Gpened through it.  They are shrewd
enough to know that privileges of this
kind are not only very liable to be abused,
but that they are the means of practically
divesting their territory ot the wiid game
upon which they so largely depend tor
support. [t the Crows yield to this prop-
ositien or demand, it will show that they
are possessed of a spirit of docility and
magnanimity rarely, it ever, founid among
uncivilized Tndians. In our opinion, how-
ever, if they manifest any serious reluc-
tance to granting this right of way. it
would be best not to insist upon it at
present.  The pe: ceful and rightful pos-
ession of the mining ground is what
deeply interests the people of south-East-
ern Montana just now. Let us take what
we can get without coupling with it de-
mands which may appeer wholly unrea-
sonable to the Indians at this time. On
those treaty matters. Indians think and act

ing then
"

has seme

with greater caution and deliberation than i
white men. I the mining ground can be
tsecured in & friendly and satistactory |
U manner we can afford to wait a while for:i
turther concessions. i
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Mary Wells Yates
1815-1907

Mary Wells was born in Lee County, Virginia on November 12, 1815, the daughter of
Zachariah, Sr. and Rebecca Wells. Her father had come from Wales to Virginia in 1762. Her
mother came from Ireland in the same year. As a young girl Mary had went by the nickname
of Polly. In her childhood in Big Stone Gap, Lee County, Virginia Mary’s life was pretty
normal. This was in the western most part of Virginia, nestled between Kentucky and
Tennessee. Now a part of Wise County, Big Stone Gap is in the area of the “Three Forks” of
the Powell River and very near Daniel Boone’s Cumberland Gap that opened Kentucky for
settlement. The countryside is hilly, wooded and green. In the community of Big Stone Gap,
three families were entwined: Sheppard, Yates, and Wells. These families were all presumed
to be Baptists of the southern “hard shell” variety.

When Mary reached the age of seventeen or eighteen, her life changed dramatically. Her
sister had married Solomon Yates. Solomon was the son of William Yates and Cecilia (Seley)
Yates. The Yates were owners of an estate in Missouri. Her sister and Solomon had three
children, Isaac, George Anderson and Rebecca when the sister passed away in Missouri.
Some notes state they had another child, William H.




When Mary’s sister died, Solomon Yates immediately left Missouri to return to Virginia
to marry Mary. The Wells family was a strict family who lived completely by the Bible. They
were members of the Baptist Church and did not know if it was proper for a sister to marry
her brother-in-law, so the wedding was postponed until the Bible had been searched for an
answer. Apparently an answer was found and they were married on September 9, 1834.
They were married by Andrew Turner (according to the Lee County Marriage Register) At
the early age of eighteen Mary became the mother of three stepchildren, who were still in
Missouri. Solomon was known to be a young man of excellent qualities. Both families had
lived in Wilkes County, North Carolina and then in Lee County, Virginia before the Yates
family moved to Missour.

As soon as the wedding was over, Solomon and Mary left for Missouri. Some articles
state the trip was 1,000 miles and some say 1,600 miles. In any event it was quite a trip for a
young bride. They entire trip west to Jackson County, Missouri was made on horseback. The
time traveled was said to be 37 days and was without mishap of any kind. The couple
remained in Jackson County for two years and then over the next fifteen years moved to Platte
purchase, Nodaway and Andrews Counties, in that order. After living in Platte County for ten
of those years they sold the farm to Lish Arrington. Lish paid for part of the purchase in
slaves (probably five in number). Solomon and Mary took all their belongings, their growing
family, and their newly acquired slaves and moved to Andrew County. They purchased a
larger farm in Andrew County. After two years there, new land kept calling and they once
again sold out there and moved to Gentry County.

Solomon Hill Yates died in 1857 while they were in Gentry County. He was strickened
with Cholera (or Typhoid Fever), an illness that from which he did not recover and crossed
the dark valley of death. Mrs. Yates was left with nine natural living children and three
stepchildren. The three stepchildren, Issac, George Anderson and Rebecca were the oldest.
The children born of Solomon and Mary were Rachael, born May 25, 1835; Lavina, born
April 2, 1837; Benjamin Franklin, born February 16, 1938; Evaline, born April 22, 1841,
Solomon, Jr., born in 1845; Lucy Anne (Annie), born October 1, 1847; Samuel P., born in
1849; Zachariah Thomas, born November 21, 1853; and George L., born in 1856. Two
children, Bettie and Willie died in infancy. Mary had given birth to eleven children, which was
no small feat.

The entire family continued to make their home in Gentry County until after the Civil War
- began. Mary proved to be quite capable of taking care of herself and her large family
following the death of Solomon. While she was still on the estate, she had trouble with
guerrilla forces. One day a group of them came and stole a barrel of her good meat. As the
soldiers left she told them she had “pizened” the meat. With that remark, she later recovered
the meat where the soldiers had dumped it. With a fortitude rarely seen in women today, Mrs.
Yates took up the battle of life for herself and children. She was apparently a brave woman,
who successfully fought the battle of survival. Mary was written up in “Progressive Men of
Montana”, ¢1901, an unusual place for a woman to be written about. The article began
“Grandmother Yates was a prominent character in the early history of both Missouri and
Montana.” [n an excerpt from that article, Mary stated, “Constant discouragement made me




leave the land within which [ had found a wilderness and for thirty years had seen blossom as
the rose, and once again seek frontier life.” On May 5. 1864 she and her unmarried children
left for Virginia City, Montana.

Mary had heard about the many opportunities to be found in the West. She sold her large
estate, freed her slaves (according to the Great Falls Tribune of 8/12/29 Mary possessed a
family of five blacks, which she sold in 1859 sensing the possibility of a war between the
North and the South), and joined a wagon train at Denver, Worth County, Missouri headed
for Virginia City, Montana. The route from Denver, Worth County, Missouri to Virginia City,
Montana was up the South Platte by way of Fort Kearney, Fort Laramie, Fort Halleck and the
Bitter Creek Valley, which was the California Overland route. The boss of the wagon train
was Solomon H. Miller. Mr. Miller was to become Mary’s son-in-law with a few months
after the wagon train reached Virginia City. Mr. Miller married Lucy Anne (Annie) on
November 13, 1864.

On this first trip between Missouri and Montana in May of 1864, Mary brought only her
three oldest sons and apparently Lucy Anne, as she was married in Virginia City a short time
later. The other children remained in Missouri with relatives. With the money she had gotten
from the estate, she purchased a team of oxen and six shod milk cows. The oxen were used
to pull the wagon, while the cows produced fresh milk. Mary also produced fresh butter.
This was churned while fastened to the side of the wagon as they moved along. Mary had a
number of chickens along and had fresh eggs. Mary Wells Yates was credited with bringing

the first Plymouth Rock breed of chickens to Montana Territory. Where wood was plentiful
they would cut and tie an ample supply under the wagon beds to last over the desert places
and were always providential.

“ A train just ahead of us had its stock stampeded, with two of their men killed and two
women captured. We hauled the families to Deep Creek station, but had to leave their
supplies along the road. Mary stated that the Indians took what they wanted and burned the
rest. A party from Illinois traveled with us a few days, but said we were traveling too slow.
They pulled three miles beyond where we camped at Cold Springs. They had stopped to feed
at noon, when the Indians ran their stock off and killed two men. Our men followed and
recovered all the stock they could, also buried the dead. The Reverend (later of Bozeman)
Mr. Bird officiating at the burial. “ It was a wholesome lesson to our wagon train,” said Mary
Wells Yates. Nearly every accident on the plains of that nature was the result of foolhardiness
- or carelessness. Later a wagon train overtook us and we were informed that they had found
two empty graves and two nude corpses near the graves. The Indians had evidently been
watching, and saw us roll the dead in their blankets.”

“The next camp was at a stage station. A lot of immigrants had been there the night
before and engaged in a warm political discussion. Argument ran high for a time, then blows
followed, when one Rueben Cox, later of Idaho, single handed, cleaned out the whole of one
faction. The station was kept by half breed Indians, and it was laughable to hear them tell of

the fight.




On a tew long hills the wagon train used double teams. Mary remembered one mountain
where the timber was very dense. It was almost dark and they were in terror of the Indians,
which they had noticed them following some miles back before the timber got thick. Some
girls went into the bushes to pick berries and being out of hearing we were sure the Indians
had gotten them. Their parents were almost frantic until they were found. We came through
Echo and Weber canyons to Ogden, which was a small Mormon hamlet at the time. They
then passed up Gear river where Mary said it was the finest fishing she had ever seen. They
then crossed to the Snake river over the sand holes route. This trail was so called because
you could dig holes in the sand and find water anywhere, but Mary said, “we had to hurry in
getting water or the holes would be gone.” “It filled right up again with sand without leaving
any trace of the hole.” The wagon train was comfortably outfitted and provisioned for at
least a year. The wagon train arrived at Alder Gulch on September 1, 1864, according to one
source. Another source said they arrived by the old stage route in Virginia City on October
7th.

Once when Mary was leading a wagon train from Joplin, Missouri, she finally realized that
they had gotten off on the wrong trail and traveled about 2 days into what is now Idaho, she
retraced the route coming again to the Jefferson River. River crossing was by ferry, which
was run by a Frenchman. When he wanted $100 to take the wagons across, Mary refused,
knowing the wagon people could not afford such a steep price. She said, “We will camp here
until the river goes down, and then we will ford the river.” So they made camp, cooked up
beans and made hard tack (a bread fried in a skillet), unloaded the wagons, washed clothes,
and aired their bedding. It was while Mrs. Yates was plumping her featherbed that the
Frenchman approached Mary and offered to buy the bed. She said it wasn’t for sale. That
featherbed must have really looked good, because the Frenchman finally offered to take the
wagons across the river and in addition give Mary a $50 gold piece just to have it. A deal was
made.

In addition to the many miners, a few families were already in Virginia City, and there was
quite a village. Mary had brought several head of cattle with her and they never lost a one
that first winter in Montana. The day they arrived a man was hung. He had been mining with
a partner and ran away with the proceeds. The Vigilantes followed him down toward Utah,
catching him at Red Rock (south of Dillon, MT). They had brought him back and tied him to
the fatal tree, as an example to all evil doers. That winter of 64-65 was a red letter year for

° . Utah. A freight blockade brought necessities up so high that people forgot all about

reasonable prices, and that territory shipped nearly everything in the fruit, vegetable and flour
line. The latter sold for $1.00 a pound, potatoes 60 cents per pound and everything else in
proportion. The merchants were holding flour for higher prices, when the miners held a
meeting and agreed to give them the above price and distribute it among those who needed it.

Which they did.

During the many years in Virginia City, the family witnessed many historic events, such as
the opening of the first official Montana Territorial Court, Judge Hezekiah L. Hosmer,
presiding, and the eventual end of “Vigilante Days” in 1867. In January 1865 a tremendous




Virginia City crowd watched one of the longest boxing matches in history when Con Orem
and Hugh O’Neil fought, or perhaps struggled, to a 185-round draw. They witnessed the
creation of Montana’s first newspaper, the Montana Post, that spoke out constantly the “law
or order” virtues of vigilantes and the Republican party. Granny’s son-in-law Christopher C.
Collins was present at the hanging of Clubfoot George Lane in 1864 and also the hanging of
Captain Slade. She herself was a witness to the lawlessness of Henry Plummer’s gang and the
work of the Vigilantes.

The next spring Mary sold her cows for such a high price that she could well afford a
round trip back to Missouri with one of her sons in September 1865. This trip was to bring
out more of her children. This time they traveled by mule train. She and her son joined a train
consisting of 30 wagons. Not being loaded they made a quick trip, reaching their home in
Missouri before cold weather. However, this trip was not without incident. Going down the
Platte they came to a station where some men had been attacked and had killed two Indians.
One woman went to her mess box, took out a long butcher knife and scalped one of the
Indians from his eye brows to his back bone, rolled it up to take home with her. She had
remarked that she intended to show the people that she had not been to Montana in vain.
Mary stayed on the farm that winter and in May started back to Virginia City with a married
daughter and her family.

They crossed the Platte River at the old California crossing and came up through Ash
Hollow, headed for the Yellowstone route, a long and tedious drive. On this route they had
their daily Indian scares and the birth of Mary’s granddaughter to relieve the monotony of the
trail. They fell in with one Mr. Rich who was bringing thirteen wagon loads of guns and
ammunition to Fort Ellis. Just this side of the Big Rosebud we found two new graves and a
wagon. An old man, by the name of Howell and a Dutchman had been killed while out
fishing. They struck the Yellowstone at Benson’s landing, expecting to find a boat, but it had
broken loose and gone down the river the day before we arrived. They then had to pull up to
the present site of Livingston, Montana and forded the river. They raised their wagon beds on
ox yokes and got over the river very well, but the water was extremely swift and deep. One
of the wagons capsized and all of its load of merchandise was lost or damaged. They then
came on through old Fort Ellis to Bozeman, which at the time consisted of three cabins. They
camped where main street is now.

The next morning they crossed the West Gallatin River about where the crossing is now,

" . an on up the road through Red Bluff, arriving in Virginia City on September 11. The mines in

Alder Gulch began to be worked out and new ones were being discovered elsewhere, causing
the people to scatter. A great many going to Helena’s Last Chance and Confederate gulches.

“Granny”, as Mary became known rode a good portion of the distance across the plains
side-saddle. She believed that Montana needed plain home folks to mingle with the miners,
gamblers and outlaws. She was well on her way to helping to stock Montana with settled
home folks. At 50 years old Granny showed that fortitude and endurance it was her fortune to

posses.




Granny Yates had many experiences during her thirteen trips back and forth across the
United States. Some, no doubt were very pleasant, and others a bit on the hair-raising side.
She had brought back three barrels of Missouri apples on one of her trips and made
homemade pies and sold them to the miners in Virginia City for one dollar each. That trip
also included three barrels of whiskey, of which there is no record of what happened to it. On
another trip she was going through the South Pass near Salt Lake City when she met a
stranger who would not stop and talk. The next day the Vigilantes came along and asked if
she had seen a stranger passing. Three days later the Vigilantes returned with the prisoner, an
escaped murderer. On one the later trips, the wagon train had to stop long enough for Granny
to help deliver a baby, her granddaughter Jenny Collins. On a third trip up the Yellowstone in
1866, she met Indian trouble. The train was attacked and she grabbed her youngest son,
George L., who was about nine years old and stuffed him into a flour barrel. She then
grabbed her gun and joined the men to see if she could down an Indian or two. Her son Sol
was wounded in the leg in this attack. He jumped onto a horse and had ridden to safety after
being wounded. The Indians were finally drove off, but George L. rode on to Virginia City
submerged in the flour. On a trip down the Missouri River from Fort Benton, the flatboats
were held up by herds of buffalo crossing the river. She had never seen so many buffalo. It
was said that it took three days for the buffalo to cross and they were spread over an eighteen
mile stretch of the river.

In 1868, Granny took her cattle to the South Boulder and took up a ranch. In 1869, she
sold out of this place and with two of the boys started to return to Missouri to stay. She took
a team to Fort Benton intending to sell it, but not being offered enough took the team on the
boat with her as far as Sioux City, Iowa. There her boys started across country horseback for
home and she went by rail to St. Joe. Mary’s two boys were just not satisfied, so in the spring
of 1870, with the entire family they started back for Montana. We were going to sell out at
Omaha and come by rail, but not being able to dispose of their outfit for a fair price and
meeting other Montanans there, they decided to charter three rail cars and all of them came
together, 33 people, 17 horses, seven wagons and seven wagon loads. They got everything in
except three wagon wheels, which they had to pay freight on. They all came as far as Corinne
(Utah), reloaded and proceeded directly to Radersburg to the mines. Granny stayed there for
two years, then took another trip back to Missouri. Her son took her and Reverend Stateler
to the railroad. Reverend L. B. Stateler arrived in Montana just after gold was discovered in
Montana. He and his family were among the first wagon train organized by Major Jim
Bridger consisting of 562 persons out of Denver. Reverend Stateler was a circuit minister and
. covered the area between Virginia City and Willow Creek. For 30 years he traveled some 200
miles a week from his home in Willow Creek. On this trip Reverend Stateler brought six
preachers back to Montana with him. When we got back to Corinne, Father Stateler was sick
and the rest started out. He was waiting to come up with Granny and he was riding in the trail
wagon, loaded with apples, the wagon was upset on hillside. The apple boxes burst, but the
preacher undaunted, lit at the bottom of the hill calmly eating an apple.




Granny went back to Radersburg and stayed a year. Then she moved to the North
Boulder and took up a ranch, where she had the misfortune of having her son, Samuel P.
drowned in the Jefferson River while driving a herd of cows across the river. In 1874 her son
Zachariah was killed during a fight with a band of marauding Indians. He had joined the
ill-fated Yellowstone expedition and was the only person killed during the expedition. This
was a foolhardy expedition organized by the merchants of Gallatin Valley to open the trail
routes east that was in complete possession of the Indians. The expedition set off on the
weatherwise troublesome date of February 13, 1874, from Bozeman. It was well equipped
with 147 men, 200 horses and mules, 28 yoke of oxen with 22 wagons and supplies for 4
months. Completely without fear, they took on several groups of Sioux Indians, one as large
as 1500 braves supposedly led by Sitting Bull himself. Several reasons had been given for this
expedition, such as to find the head of the Yellowstone for navigation, to build a road, and to
establish a city. They probably were trying to locate gold. It could have been a scam to get
the government to send more troops to the area.

Granny returned to Missouri again on business and got back to the ranch in May of 1875.
(some articles have this as 1877) In August of that year she sold out and moved to Dry
Creek, north of Belgrade, Montana. This would be Grannys final location in the Dry Creek
area. She made two short trips back to Missouri, returning once via Nevada.

During the last twelve years of her life she lived most of the time with her daughter, Mrs.
Annie (Lucy Anne) Miller, moving from Dry Creek to Sixteen Mile and staying there about

three years. She then went to former home in Little Basin, near the Horseshoe mountains.
There Granny died on April 25, 1907, at the age of 91 years, five months and 13 days.

In 1875 when Granny moved to the Gallatin Valley, she built some cabins just below
Emmett Huffine’s farm on Foster Creek where it runs into Smith Creek, north of Belgrade.
She built these cabins for the use of new comers who did not yet have homes. The cabins
were known as “Pilgrim’s Rest”. During this time Granny, rather than homestead, bought a
place located about eight miles north of Belgrade. This is where she lived until she could no
longer care for herself.

Granny Yates was five feet seven inches tall and was sturdily built, weighing in at 160
pounds. She was not only physically strong, but was also strong-willed. She was an
extraordinary woman. In the first place, her strength and determination were proven bxthe
. long grueling journey first to her new married life in Missouri and then her many trips between
Missouri and Montana. After her marriage to Solomon Yates, she never heard from her
parents. She had no idea even when they died. Of her many trips of strength and endurance
only the last one was in any kind of comfort. That time she returned by the railroad called the
Oregon Short Line to Dillon, Montana.

Granny Yates, it was told had no formal education. She could neither read nor write. She
lived by the Bible and got great satisfaction from quoting and misquoting the Bible,
indignation followed. Granny did not like to be corrected. She was also a strong “Democrat”
in the political arena. When something went wrong during an administration, she readily




blamed it on the “Black Republicans.” One story told of her is that during a Republican
admunistration when the children would return empty handed from the mail box, Granny
immediately blamed it on the “Black Republicans.”

Granny was a true and firm believer in proper conduct. In a letter to John M. Peets, the
Reverend George Byron Morse, minister of the Dry Creek and East Gallatin Baptist Church
years ago, called Granny Yates “the grand old woman of Gallatin.” “What a strong,
outstanding personality she had. How her character stamped itself on scores and scores of
those who lived within a number of miles of the district known at the time as Dry Creek.”

“Granny Yates caused me to stop my sermon in the old Dry Creek schoolhouse one
Sunday morning for a few moments while she carried out a little family discipline. Granny
was sitting right in front of me on the front row. Big, jolly George Yates, her son, was sitting
about midway back in one of the school seats. With that jovial spirit of his he was not _
disposed to be too severe on his little three or four year old daughter who was inclined to run
around the aisles, laughing at those she knew. This quite annoyed Granny who turned and
looked at George several times throwing into that one good eye of hers all the rebuke that
should have been necessary. But George would not exercise his rights and prerogatives of a
father, so unable to endure it longer Granny as the baby ran by her grabbed her by the clothes
at the belt line, lifted her across her lap and administered a few rousing spanks and as she set
the baby down said to her, ‘Now go back to your father, where you belong.” I then went on
with my sermon and finished without any more trouble from babies running about.”

[t was said that after that incident that there were no further disturbances made in her
presence during church services. She always believed her children should act properly and so
should everyone else’s. She even insisted upon this when she raised a ten-year old orphan boy
after her own children were grown. She had raised the thirteen children by herself, because
she never remarried. She said the only way she would have remarried was if he had been a
Southern general.

Granny Yates was ingenious. People would travel to Bozeman to do their shopping,
usually once every few months. One day a grandson stopped by to pickup Granny’s shopping
list. On this list there was a new corset. The grandson did get the corset, but it was too large.
He had miscalculated her size. When the boy returned that evening, Granny discovered the
error. Since it would have been months before another trip was taken to town and Granny
" - thought she needed the corset then, she showed that cleverness by going out to the chopping
block and hacking the corset down to her size.

Granny was totally blind for five years before she died. This curtailed Granny’s activities
somewhat, but did not stop her completely. She could still see even though she had lost her
eyesight. One day at church Granny was all dressed up and was holding her
great-great-granddaughter. As she sat there, Granny felt the little child’s face and said, “Ain’t

she purty.”




Granny used to sit and rock tor hours thinking about her earlier days. During this time she
would talk to herself This was a precious time to Granny and she did not want anyone to
hear. One day her great-grandson Harold decided to hide in the room. Granny somehow
discovered him and drove him from the room with her gold-headed cane in attendance at his
rear extremity. The great-grandson did get revenge one day when he had to walk Granny to
the bathroom out behind the house. He deliberately walked her into the clothesline and “tried
to string her up.” During her blind days, Granny always carried a cane hooked onto her arm.
When this little boy teased her, she would hook him with the end of her cane. She was still
quite active even though she was blind.

Even at an advanced age, she would ride horseback to visit her neighbors. One day she
even killed a badger with a shovel for raiding her garden. Even in old age she proved her
independence.

Mrs. Mary L. Yates died after being confined to bed for only three weeks. She died at the
home of her youngest daughter, Mrs. Annie Miller at Little Basin near the Horseshoe Hills
north of Belgrade. It was April 25, 1907. She had lived a full and colorful life. The funeral
was April 27th at the Dry Creek Baptist Church. The Reverend Rickman of Helena and
one-time pastor at Dry Creek conducted the services. Burial was in the Dry Creek Cemetery.

At the time of her death, Granny had six living children. Three daughters, Mrs. James
Sitton, Mrs. Christopher Columbus Collins, and Mrs. Annie Miller. They all lived on farms in
the Gallatin valley. Her three living sons were scattered. Solomon lived in Great Falls,
Montana, George lived in Billings, Montana and Benjamin lived in Elko, Nevada. In addition,
she was survived by about sixty grandchildren, three of whom lived in Bozeman. They were
Kate Cowan, Mrs. Louis Accola, and Mrs. T. S. Stiles. She was survived also by ninety great
grandchildren and eleven great-great-grandchildren.

When Granny died she had no home of her own. After she went blind she lived with one
daughter and then another. She spent most of the last five years of her life living with her
daughters, Mrs. C. C. Collins and Mrs. Annie Miller. At the time of her death, she was living
with Annie. Annie in turn was living with her son Jacob F. (Yoke) Miller, who lived at Little

Basin.

When Granny died, her things were distributed to various family members. The one prize

° . possession the family Bible has been lost in the shuffle. Apparently the Bible was placed in the

hands of a member of the family who has probably passed it down through the generations,
but to this day has not come forward. The gold-headed walking stick or cane was given to
Yoke Miller, who passed it to his son, Newell and it is now (1997) in the possession of David
Miller(writer of this article) of Three Forks. A photograph was taken which all the relatives
cherished. It shows five generations. Mrs. Yates being the first in the generations, and the
oldest daughter of Mrs. Cloninger, being the fifth generations. In that picture Granny is
holding the gold-headed walking stick.




The experiences of Granny Yates were so rich in historic value and so typical of the west
that existed in the early part of the 19th Century, that Winston Churchill, one of the great
American novelists, chose her for the foundation of the character Polly Ann in his historical
novel “The Crossing.” He spent a considerable period of time gathering information from
Mrs. Yates before the completion of the book which was published in 1904. While the travels
of Granny from Missouri to Montana were not referred to in this novel, her experiences on the
trail between Virginia and Missouri and of her home in the wilderness were brought into play
in the story of Polly Ann’s journey from Virginia to Kentucky during the period following the
Revolutionary War and before the time of the Louisiana Purchase.

Granny did much to create a legend in the family and her story has been told many times
over and over. Granny was not as famous as most heroes of the West were, but she probably
did as much to help to settle the West as any of the famed personalities. She acted as guide
and organizer for the many journeys. Some people say she was actually the boss of the trains.

The above is a composite of several articles from notes, books and newspapers and
gathered history by several persons and publications. It was written and collated by me trying
to cover all things known and accumulated over the years and for future generations to read
and enjoy. It certainly is only the highlights of this courageous woman of Montana.

David A. Miller

P. O. Box 842

Three Forks, Montana 59752
406-285-3412




ALEXANDER WILLIAMS
1803-1876
ISABELLA GILL

- 1806-1861

Alexander Williams and Isabella Gill were the great-great grandparents of my wife, Norma
Lea Williams, daughter of Lester B. Williams and Beatrice E. Creecy. Lester was the son of
Francis Marion Williams and Lucinda Jane Nevins. Francis was the son of Clinton Williams and.
Martha Jane Porter. Clinton was the fifth child born to Alexander and Isabella.

Alexander was born October 20, 1803 at Little River, Putnam County, Georgia and was
the son of Stephen Williams and Elizabeth Thompson. Isabella was born September 11, 1806 at
Green River, Kentucky and was the daughter of Thomas and Nancy Gill. Alexander and Isabella
were married in Columbia, Maury County, Tennessee. As a result of this marriage eleven children
were born, nine boys and two girls. The Williams family made their home in various places:
Tennessee, Galesburg, Calvesten, and Galland Point in Illinois, where the first four children were
born. They also lived at Hauns Mill, and Caldwell, Missouri and later moved to Hancock
County, Illinois.

Research has found that the Alexander was a man of action and when convinced he was in
the right of a thing, was unshakeable in his determination to carry out his purposes. His boundless
energy was expressed through the use of his hands as well as his head.

Alexander’s mother died when he was fourteen years of age. He apparently had a
misunderstand with his father after his mother died. He left home when his father started to whip
one of his sisters with a whip that he kept to whip the slaves with. Alexander knocked his father
down and ran. He never returned to his home. His father, Stephen sent word that if he every
came back he would give him the whipping he deserved.

Alexander was a religious man and became an important part of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints. During the period when the prophet Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum
were murdered at Carthage(June 27, 1854, by a band of “roughs” about 200 in number broke
into the jail, where they were being held and shot them), President (of the church) John Taylor
received four bullet wounds. He was carried some distance to a hotel, where many of his friends
called upon him expressing their sympathy for him and their indignant feelings toward the mob.
The following quotation is from the Church History, Volume 2. “Brother Alexander Williams
called upon me (John Taylor) who suspected that they had some in keeping me there, and stated
that he had, at a given point in some weeds, fifty men, and if [ would say the word, he would raise
another fifty and fetch me out of there. I thanked him, but told him I thought there was no need.”
Things became so intense that Brother Taylor was taken by friends to Nauvoo (zAis city was
originally the little town of Commerce, Illinois and was changed to Nauvoo, or the City of
Beauty. The area was a mere wilderness when the Mormons settled it.) a few days after Brother
Alexander Williams had called on him.

As disastrous as it was to Joseph Smith, on June 27, 1854, there cannot be a doubt that it
was a most fortunate thing for the system with which he founded. *“The blood of the martyrs is
the seed of the church.”




At the time of the driving of the Saints from Nauvoo, Alexander with his family, began the
exodus to the Rocky Mountains, spending the winter 1847 at Winter Quarters. It was from this
place that the Mormon Battalion was mustered. Alexander and his wife Isabella, witnessed the
departure of their son Thomas Stephen Williams, with his family, on one of the most hazardous
journeys ever undertaken by the infantrymen. /t was apparently much easier to cross the
Mississippi River in the winter, by crossing over the ice.

The following spring, Alexander Williams began his journey from Winter Quarters with
the Brigham Young Company One, Fifth Company, in which he was Captain of ten men. While
traveling this long and tedious journey he did much missionary work for the church. The James
Bean family who traveled with them was one such conversion. They arrived in the Salt Lake
Valley in 1848 probably with the main body in the fall. Brigham Young had arrived in Salt Lake
Valley on July 24, 1847.

At this time a mention of their eleven children who were all born previous to the exodus to
the Salt Lake Valley. They were Francis Williams was born April 29, 1824 in Tennessee;
Thomas Stephen was born June 2, 1826 at Columbia, Maury County, Tennessee; Cynthia was
born January 19, 1828 in Galveston, Illinois (Cynthia when a little girl of six was playing around
a bonfire with other children when her clothing caught fire and she was burned to death in
1834); Epsy Jane was born January 10, 1831 at Galesburg, Knox County, Illinois; Clinton was
born January 25, 1833 at Clinton, Knox County, Illinois; Nathaniel Green was born February 26,
1835 at Galland Point, near Nauvoo, Illinois; William Alma was born August 2, 1837 at Hauns
Mill, Caldwell County, Missouri; Archibald was born March 20, 1839 in Hancock County,
Illinois; Nancy was born in 1841 at Hancock County, Illinois; Alexander, Jr., was born June 16,
1844 in Hancock County, Illinois; Seth was born August 18, 1846 on the border of Missouri or
Iowa.

Soon after their arrival in the Salt Lake Valley, Alexander and his son, Thomas Stephen
came south into Utah County to trade with the Indians on the banks of the Provo River. Thomas
Stephen Williams became a member of the firm of W. H. Hooper and Williams which was among
the first stores in Salt Lake City. Thomas often went out to trade with the Indian and trappers in
the outlying districts. On returning from the trip to the Provo River, the two of them went to
President Brigham Young and asked permission to return and colonize in the Provo River vicinity.
President Young said they might do so, but to leave their family in Salt Lake until homes and a
fort had been built. They decided to bring their families with them and were among the first to
cross the Provo River. In all there were about 30 families who came to Provo.

The site selected for this new settlement was particular inviting as it was near Utah Lake,
which contained a variety of fish. Timber was also abundant in the nearby mountains and along
the banks of nearby streams. The soil was fertile and there was a good supply of water for
irrigating. The only drawback was the threatening attitude of the Indians. The Indians resented
the whites’ entering the land and settling upon what they considered their territory.




When the pioneers came into the Salt Lake Valley in 1847, a large number of the Utah
(Ute) Indian Nation were encamped in Spanish Fork Canyon (south of Provo). As soon as the
news of the pioneer’s arrival in the valley reached them, the Indians held a council to determine
what to do about the whites. Chief Walker urged his braves to go and clean out the whites from
their fertile valleys; but Chief Soweite advised them to let the whites alone and pursue a policy of
peace toward them, saying that perhaps they, like the Ute Nation, had been driven to the Rocky
Mountains for security. Soweite had learned this to be true from his scouts, who had already
visited with the pioneers. The young fiery warriors, however, were mostly with Walker, while the
elder wiser heads were with Soweite. The council was divided on what to do with the whites.
The controversy ran so high and the implication of cowardice was directed toward the old peace
chief. Soweite in his indignation and royal wrath, took his riding whip and flogged the war chief
Walker to make him behave himself. From that day to the day of his death, the old Indian King
always advocated peace with the Mormons and never took part in wars to fight the settlements.
Thus it will be seen that the same spirit that saved the parent colony in 1847 from an attempted
massacre, did the same for the Provo Colony in the summer of 1850.

During the summer of 1850, the Provo settlers just barely escaped a general massacre by
Chief Walker’s hand. Walker had been to California on an expedition and had returned with a lot
of stolen horses. He arrived and camped at Provo and the horses, a thousand in number, ate all
the crops except those in the Fort Field. (This was probably Old Fort Utah, just west of Provo)
Chief Soweite, King of the Ute Nation, was also here with his warriors. The two bands number
about 400.

Walker visited Governor Young to get his permission to go and fight the Snake Indians.
He wanted some of the young men of Provo to go with him. Governor Young refused and
counseled Walker to give over the shedding of blood and be at peace. Walker came back made
and formed a plan to massacre all of the inhabitants of the fort. This plan was revealed to one
Issac Higby in the night by Chief Soweite, who told Higby that, if he would let him, he come with
his warriors and defend the fort. Soweite also sternly told Walker “When you move you will find
me and my men in the fort defending it.” It was this warning from Soweite, which Walker knew
would be kept, that saved the whole Provo Colony from a terrible massacre. (the above three
paragraphs are written up in Tullidges’ Quarterly Magazine, History of Provo.)

From the history of Alexander’s daughter, Epsy Jane Williams comes an account of the
1850 Indian trouble. We were poor and could not give much to the Indians. They were not
satisfied. At last they began to be hostile and would come as if they were going to make a charge,
then turn and go back. They were dressed and painted as if they were going to war. They kept
up their maneuvers all fall until an Indian was killed down by the river, after which the settlers had
to send to Salt Lake and Cottonwood for help. The Salt Lake Cavalry under Colonel Andrew
Lytile and Captain George D. Grant united their forces with Colonel Peter W. Conover and
Captain Alexander Williams before daybreak of February 9th.

The Indians were fortified on the Provo River, a mile above the old Fort, where the bridge
now stands. They were encamped in the bend of the river bottom under the bank from which the
bank receded to the river. This bottom was covered with willow brush and cottonwood trees,
some of these having been cut down to construct their fortifications. With the bank 6 or 8 feet
high and strong breastworks constructed of big cottonwood trees, which they had felled. This
position by the Indians made assault most dangerous.




Thursday, the Indians, 110 in number, met and opened fire on the cavalry, then retreated
to their fort. Friday the attack was repeated, with the Indians retreating to the fort at nightfall.
Saturday, as usual, they resumed the attacks, coming out at times to make an attack, then
retreating to their fort. Lt. Newland suggested they use a moveable battery to assist in routing the
Indians. This was constructed in the form of an A. with plank laid up edgewise on the top of
runners, over which were thrown blankets and buffalo robes. This moveable battery was pushed
towards the Indian fortress and proved very effective. The Indians also held a log cabin, deserted
by James Bean, when the attack began. This was a special point of interest for both the Indians
and the settlers. Captain Grant decided to take the log cabin at any cost.

Alexander Williams told the commanding officers, if they would give him ten men, he
would rout the Indians out. The next morning, this being Saturday, he took the men and went
around the brush. The Indians fired on them and killed Joseph Higby. Alexander Williams was
also wounded, During the day’s skirmish the Indians were routed. Part of them took to the hills
by way of Rock Canyon and the others to the lake. The Cottonwood Company followed the
Indians into Rock Canyon where a fight ensued. (On the approach of the troops, Big Elk’s squaw
fled and attempted to climb a precipice, from which she fell and was instantly killed. Our
casualties during the three day siege was: Joseph Higby killed along with 11 horses. The Indians
took the best of the meat from these horses with them as they fled. We had Alexander wounded,
as well as seven others. The Indian trouble lasted three weeks. Ninety-seven prisoners were
taken, young bucks, squaws and children. These were all returned after the treaty was signed in
1850.)

In the fall of 1850 Elias H. Blackburn was ordained a presiding Bishop at Provo with
Alexander Williams as one of his Counselors. Alexander was also Sheriff in Utah County for 3

years.

Through hardships and trials of various kinds, and misunderstandings in those days,
Alexander became discouraged and left the Church and the State of Utah. One such incident
leading up to leaving both may have been this story.

A couple of stories about Alexander having left Utah for Montana have been written all
of which could be possibly true. One day a Sheriff Wall narrowly escaped being killed when a
bullet coming from Alexander Williams Tavern went through his hat, grazing the top of his head.
At this particular time a set of gangsters had come into Provo. Alexander was blamed for the
near tragedy, supposedly by these ruffians, and his life was threatened. In council with his family,
it was decided that it would best for him to leave the state. His son, Nathaniel, along with another
son, Clinton all left for Montana. It was during this journey from Provo, Utah to Willow Creek,
Montana, that Alexander was compelled to travel separately from the wagons. It was reported
that when he left Utah the wagons wheels were wrapped in sheep skins to lessen the noise of the
wagons and traveled at night at the start of the journey. When traveling during the day he
followed creek bottoms and kept well hidden from the wagons, in the underbrush, so he could not
be seen by the gangsters. The gangsters stopped and searched the wagons three times between
Provo and Park City.

The second story has it that Alexander and Brigham Young had a violent quarrel and he
made some bad remarks about Brigham that made him very unpopular. There were threats of
mob violence. Alexander’s friends advised him to leave to avoid trouble. He then wrapped his
wagons wheels to lessen the noise and took his small children and left in the night for Montana.

i




Alexander remained at Willow Creek for two years. This community was visited by the
Reorganized Church missionaries, and Alexander, together with most of the colony were
converted to this Church. It was not long before the Reorganized brethren decided to move near
the body of the Church at Lamoine, Iowa. Some of them settled in Kansas and some at
Independence, Missouri. Alexander lived for a season in Kansas, then moved to Independence.
He left Montana by steamboat for Kansas City. While on this trip the boat Alexander was on got
into a race with another steamboat. He stated they broke up kegs of resin and threw them into
the fire with sides of meat to make more steam. The boat he was on ran into a sand bar, which
finished the race. He help dig this steamboat off of the sand bar. He would have been around
sixty-five years old at the time and it must have been very hard work in the swift water. They had
placed buffalo robes over the windows of the steamboat to keep the arrows out of the boat. The
Indians along the river bank were using the boat for target practice. This boat was called the
“Nickwall” He became a prominent leader in the Reorganized Church.

After arriving in Kansas City, they traveled about 150 miles to Galesburg, Missouri. They
lived there a short time and then bought a farm two miles east of Medoc, Missouri. Alexander
farmed there for the rest of his life.

Alexander had a total of five wives. A grandson, Jasper Alexander Williams by his last
wife, Elizabeth Jane Dack tells of asking relatives about Alexander. One cousin remember her
mother telling about Alexander visiting an Indian Chief during an Indian uprising. They smoked
the peace pipe and the Chief called his braves and they did not have any more trouble with the
Indians for some time. One other story is about a new pair of boots that squeaked when he
walked. This prompted a large audience of colored children to follow him all around the
plantation.

Another story about him and colored boys getting into his fathers peach brandy. He used
to joke about when he was a baby his mother would leave him in the care of a colored lady while
she went to town. Alexander in relating this story said when it was lunch time he shared the
colored baby’s lunch. Alexander left these surroundings when he was fourteen and ran away.

When Alexander was on his death bed he awoke and asked his friends that had set up all
night with him to hold him up so he could see the sun rise. He told them it would be the last time
he would see the sun rise on earth. He said that in a vision he was visited by Peter and James.
They told him his work was finished in this world, that he had work to do on the other side. He
died October 5, 1876 at Alba, Jasper County, Missouri. The cemetery where he is buried is now
neglected and no has been buried there for years. .

Isabella Gill was his first wife. She was described as a beautifiil character_ one of the
choicest spirits, kind, gentle in her nature, loved by her children, grandchildren and all who knew
her. She was an immaculate housekeeper. Isabella was of pure Welsh descent, born at Green
River, Kentucky, the daughter of Thomas and Nancy Gill. She was born September 11, 1806.
She died October 5, 1861 at Pravo, Utah and is buried in the Provo City Cemetery.




THOMAS STEPHEN WILLIAMS
January 2, 1827 - March 10, 1860

"Cowards die many time before their deaths; the valiant never taste of
death but once. Of all the wonders that I have heard, it seems to me
most strange that men should fear, seeing that death, a necessary end,
will come when it will come." -- William Shakespeare.

Thomas Stephen Williams was born January 2, 1827 in Columbia, Maury County,
Tennessee, a son of Alexander Williams and Isabella Gill. He married Albina Merrill in 1842 and
sealed to her in Nauvoo Temple on December 30, 1845. You will observe according to the dates
mentioned above that he was married at the age of fifteen and died at the age of thirty-three and
two months. He was the husband of two wives and father of ten children. He was a man of
action and his abilities were manifold. He was a man of unusual business activity, energetic and
devoted to any task he thought worthwhile.

It seems probable that no man ever lived who has not experienced some measure of fear in
times of threatening danger. Thomas S. Williams was a man of courage and one who in face of
danger was not insensible to it, but having complete control over his emotions, met the attack
manfully without whimper or compromise.

At the time of the driving of the Saints from Nauvoo, Thomas S. Williams, with his family,
began the exodus to the Rocky Mountains. At Winter Quarters the Mormon Battalion was
mustered from the camps of Israel. Here Williams enlisted to fight in the Mexican War of
1846-47. He took his family consisting of his wife Albina and two small children, Caroline M.
and Ephrem.

From the journal of Sergeant William Hyde we quote the following: "We were mustered
into the service of the United States on July 16, 1846 and marched to the Missouri River, a
distance of eight miles to purchase blankets and other necessities for the campaign, the price of
the same to be deducted from our first draft on the Government."

"On Saturday, the 18th of July, 1846, President Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Parley
P. Pratt, W. Richards, John Taylor and Wilford Woodrull met in private council with the
commissioned and non-commissioned officers, on the bank of the Missouri River, and there gave
us their last charge and blessing with a firm promise that on condition of faithfulness on our part
our lives should be spared, our expedition should result in great food, and our names should be
held in honorable remembrance to all generations. They instructed the officers to be as fathers to
the privates, to remember their prayers, to see that the name of Deity was revered, and that virtue
and cleanliness were strictly observed. They also instructed us to treat all men with kindness and
never to take that which did not belong to us, even from our worst enemies--not even in time of
war if could possibly prevent it--and in case we should come in contact with our enemies and be
successful, we should treat prisoners with kindness and never take life when it could be avoided."




From Chapter Five of Mormon Battalion in the Mexican War 1856-47 by Sergeant Daniel
Tyler, 1881, we quote the following: "Upon the death of Colonel Allen, Lt. Smith was elected to
take command. His inhuman treatment of the sick soldiers was repulsed by Sgt. Thomas S.
Williams. Following is the account of the affair: On the second of September the Battalion
camped at Cottonwood Creek in the Comanche Indian country. These Indians were very hostile,
giving considerable trouble to the Battalion. Lt Smith at this point pulled several of the sick out
of the wagons because they had neglected to report themselves to Dr. Sanderson. When he
learned that some of them did not design being drugged, he use some horrid oaths and threats.
Sgt. Thomas Williams, who had purchased a team to haul a portion of our knapsacks, had had
some of the sick in his wagon. Smith approached the wagon with the intention of hauling the sick
out, when the Sergeant ordered him to stop. At this Smith became furious and drew his sword
and threatened to run Williams through if no attempted to allow any more sick to ride in the
wagon without his permission. Williams braced himself, grasped the small end of his loaded whip
and told him if he dared to make one move to strike, he would level him to the ground, that the
team and wagon were his private property and he would haul whom he pleased. He further told
him that these men were his brethren, that they did not believe in taking drugs and that he would
never leave one lying sick on the ground while they could crowd into the wagon, or so long as
his team could pull them. Smith slunk away and inquired who that man was and was told that it
was Sergeant Williams.

"That night Williams was court-martialed, tried and sentenced to be shot the next day at
two o'clock in the afternoon for insubordination to a superior officer. Williams' wife, Albina, and
little daughter Caroline, waited on Lt. Smith next morning, pleading mercy. However, the
hardened Lt. would not yield to their pleadings.

"The following day the plans were made for the execution. Suddenly there was a heavy
dust cloud seen in the distance. It was then all eyes were turned in its direction. It was
discovered that a rider with a message was coming at full speed for the Battalion Camp. The
message, when read by Smith, was to the effect that his company should be prepared to give
battle at Santa Fe, New Mexico. Smith, which a quick step came to where Williams was
stationed and said to the men in charge, "Turn Williams loose. Any man who would stand
against a sword with a whip in hand, we may need of someone of his caliber in our battle
tomorrow."

Copy of clipping from Deseret Evening News, Dec. 19, 1914.

Of the women who, at adult age, came into Utah in July 1847, only one is now alive. She
is Mrs. Matilda J. Sharp Mowery, who heads the group of five generations in the picture
reproduced herewith. With Mrs. Mowery in the photograph are her daughter, Mrs. Sarah E.
Sharp Thomas, granddaughter, Mrs. Luella Thomas Hatch; great-granddaughter, Mrs. May
Hatch Eaton; great-great-grandchild, baby Eaton.

A companion of Mrs. Mowery in the memorable arrival in Salt Lake Valley on July 28,
1847 was Mrs. Albina Merrill Williams, who with four generations succeeding her, is seen in the




second picture. Photographed with Mrs. Williams are her daughter, Mrs. Caroline M. Kimball,
widow of David P. Kimball, a grandson Thomas S. Kimball, and his daughter and grandson. Mrs.
Williams died Nov. 28, 1914 at Pocatello, Idaho and was buried a few days later at Soda Springs.
Had she lived until July 25, 1915, she would have been eighty-nine years old. She passed away
while engaged at her knitting, without previous illness.

The story of Mrs. Williams reads more like fiction than fact. She was the daughter of
Samuel Merrill, of New England stock, who served as a captain of heavy artillery in the second
was of the U. S. with England. Along with the thirties, Captain Merrill became identified with the
Church and shared its vicissitudes and triumphs until his death in Salt Lake City when he lacked
but four months of being one hundred years old.

In July 1846, while the Mormons were temporarily living on the Missouri River, a call was
made upon them for five hundred men to fight for their country in the war against Mexico. Father
Merrill, with his aged wife, was among the refugees, homeless and shelterless, in the land of the
Indian tribes, but the spirit of 1812 was in his soul, and when the call for the Mormon Battalion
came, he gathered his family in council and as a result the veteran was represented in the Battalion
as follows: One son, Philemon C. Merrill, two sons-in-law, Thomas S. Williams and Philander
Colten; two grandsons, Ferdinand Merrill and Edwin Colten; two daughters, Mrs. Albina M.
Williams and Phoebe Lodema Merrill. The latter was but sixteen years old but in order to be with
her sister, who was the wife of Sgt. Thomas S. Williams and who accompanied her husband,
enlisted as a nurse in the U. S. Army.

Colonel Phillip St. George Cook, the only non-Mormon in the party was in command of
the Mormon Battalion. The little army was poorly equipped for travel and only the women,
children and sick soldiers were permitted to ride, and not always these.

When Santa Fe was reached, Colonel Cook, impatient to be at the seat of war, detached
all the women, except three, the children and the sick soldiers and placing them in charge of
Captains Brown and Hunt, sent them to Pueblo, a dilapidated Spanish Fort on the Arkansas River,
where the city of Pueblo, Colorado, now stands.

Sergeant Thomas S. Williams was permitted to accompany his family to Pueblo. With the
detachment also were Norman Sharp and his wife, now Mrs. Mowery. While removing his gun
from the wagon Mr. Sharp was accidentally shot through the abdomen. He was too seriously hurt
to travel, and the little party were not only in the heart of an Indian country and surrounded by
hostile Spaniards and Mexicans, but it was now December and they must hasten on to Pueblo
before winter set in. Two soldiers remained with Mrs. Sharp to care for the wounded man. The
end came in two or three days and he was buried in the desert. In the meantime the heart-broken
wife and her companions were guarded day and night by the chief of the tribe of Indians, who
feared lest harm should come to the unfortunate party from his and other marauding bands. That
chief was a prince, not a savage, though he was numbered among a savage band.

Arriving at Fort Pueblo, the few able-bodied men set about repairing the palisade for
defense and against the inclement elements. the world will never know what the little party




suffered throughout the long, dreary months of winter, lacking in food and clothing and menaced
by lucking savages and still more dangerous Spaniards and Mexicans.

Mrs. Williams' third child was born at Pueblo before she had reached her twenty-first year.

In the Spring of 1847 the little garrison moved northward from Pueblo to the Laramie
Trail, some little time after President Brigham Young and the pioneers had passed the point of
contact. the detachment of the Mormon Battalion reached Salt Lake Valley on July 29, 1947, five
days after the original band had camped on the present site of Salt Lake City.

Mrs. Williams tells the following story: During the winter of 1846 the soldiers became ill
because of the lack of vegetables. One day she noticed the potato wagon was leaking. She
immediately caught the idea of having a potato supper for the soldiers. She and little Caroline
picked up the potatoes behind the wagon until she had filled a few sacks. That night it became a
glorious feast for all the soldiers. Colonel Cook smelled the boiling potatoes stewing on the
campfire. Rushing down to the camp of Mrs. Williams, the Colonel said, "Mrs. Williams, where
did you get all those potatoes?" "Well," said Mrs. Williams "you need not think that you are the
only one in this Battalion who has money."

On another occasion the Captain came twirling a beautiful red apple on the end of his
penknife. Mrs. Williams slyly stumbled into the Captain and politely knocked the apple off his
knife and excused herself. She afterward said it made her angry to think the Captain would tempt
the starving sick men.

During the Winter, she and her sister Ledema nursed dozens of the sick soldiers through
weeks of illness.

Between the years of 1847 and 1855, Mr. Williams assisted much in the building of the
West. He had endured the hardships of the cricket plague, troubles with the Indians, and the
other hazards of pioneering.

In 1855 he decided to return to Missouri, locating not too far from Kansas City. His train,
consisting of wagons and teams, was equipped with enough men to protect themselves from the
marauding Indians. His whole family, with the exception of his oldest daughter, Mrs. Caroline
Kimball, soon joined him there. After two or three years he purchased more animals, wagons and
equipment sufficient to move enough goods to open a large store in Salt Lake City.

One spring morning Mrs. Williams walked into a large store in Kansas City which was a
large wholesale firm. He introduced himself to the manager of this institution and laid his plans
before the gentleman. Remarked Mr. Williams, "I have the equipment to move ten thousand
dollars worth of goods to Salt Lake City. If you will put that amount of merchandise to the
leading district on the Missouri River and give me one year's credit, I shall meet you here one year
from today and pay the bill." These men signed not a singled paper. Their word was their bond.
Williams met the debt according to the agreement.




Among the teamsters employed by Williams was one Captain William Hooper, who was a
splendid bookkeeper. Also four Negro slaves, two men and two women, whom Williams had
owned for a number of years, were in the company.

Thus in 1858 the store was opened under the name of Hooper and Williams. It stood on
the present side of Hotel Utah. Later Williams formed a partnership with his brother-in-law, P. A.
Jackman. He then owned the Deseret National Bank corner, and the firm occupied the property
where the Kenyon Hotel now stands--ten rods on Main Street and two rods on East Second
South, extending as far as the Wilson Hotel. His property interests were many. His holdings in
San Francisco comprised a quarter section of land in the heart of that great city. Mego &
Williams were in the livery and stage business for a number of years. Also McCormick and
Williams conducted a hardware and lumber business. Also Knowlton & Williams ran livestock
together, including hundreds of cattle which they grazed on the public domain for other people.

During his stay in Missouri, Thomas Williams had studied law for two years. When he
had finished his law course, he said, "I know of no better place to practice my profession than
Utah." So in 1858 he opened a law office in Salt Lake City. He defended the first murder case in
the state of Utah.

The last of the handcart companies, the fifth one of the season, commanded by Edward
Martin, arrived in Salt Lake City about the first of December 1858. They had numbered nearly
six hundred souls at the start, but over a fourth of them died on the way. Mr. and Mrs. Williams
took four of these stricken people into their home for the winter, caring for and nursing their
frozen limbs. Jackman and Williams often hired musicians, entertainers, and circuses for the
amusement of the people in the early days of Utah.

At this point in our history we deem it proper to introduce a series of reminiscences even
as golden grains from the sands of memory. How often we grandchildren have gathered around
the fireside on a cold winter day and listened to dear old Grandmother Williams relate the
wonderful experiences of the life of her husband. As she always referred to her husband as
"Thomas" in the dignity of her heart and the great love she manifested for him, "Thomas" has
become to us children as sacred. Thomas S. Williams could talk seven Indian dialects. He was
dark-complexioned and sometimes wore his hair long like the Indians. So was often mistaken for
one. His wife Albina said it was difficult for her even to pick him out from a group of Indians
when he came into town with a band of them.

He was very kind to the Indians. On one occasion while enroute to Salt Lake City with a
train of goods, he came upon a battleground where Indians and Mexicans were strewn over the
battlefield. As he passed among the dead he heard the whimpering of a little child. Following the
sound, he found a baby strapped to it's dead mother's back. This kind-hearted man took the baby
to his wagons, and for over a week he carefully and tenderly nursed the infant, using hard bread
soaked in water and sugar mixture. Through diligence and perseverance he kept the baby alive
until he reached Salt Lake City where his wife, Albina, took over the baby's care. Mrs. Williams




thought the baby to be between eight and nine months old, as she was cutting teeth. Viroque was
the name given her by Caroline Williams.

When Viroque was old enough to attend Sunday School, some of her little friends called
for her one Sunday morning. This particular morning Viroque had become irritated for she did
not like the dress that Mrs. Williams had made for her and insisted that she would not wear it.
Mrs. Williams finally persuaded her to join the other girls, however. When they reached City
Creek, Viroque splashed into the middle of the stream and sat down in the water until the dress
was ruined. Upon returning home she looked into the face of Mrs. Williams and said defiantly,
"Well, I have won at last."

When Viroque was eight years old, she was given to Mrs. Caroline Kimball, the lady who
had named her. Viroque grew to womanhood, became an excellent housekeeper, was educated in
the Salt Lake City School, and married a white man in Ogden, Utah. She died at the age of
twenty-four, the mother of one son. ‘

Mrs. Albina Williams also tells the following stories:

One day while traveling east to Missouri her husband, Thomas, as she always called him,
found two old feeble Indians. They had been left to die by their tribesman, as this was the custom
of that particular tribe when their people became old. Thomas said the old man seemed to be
more feeble than the woman so it was her responsibility to hold her hands in a small creek as the
fish glided through her outstretched fingers. She was successful in catching enough for them to
subsist on. These fish were eaten raw as they had no way of cooking them. This said condition
prayed heavily upon the sympathy of a tenderhearted man like Thomas. He offered to convey the
couple to a place of safety where they could be looked after, but they would not consent to it
because their parents before them had suffered this same treatment. However, this kind man left
them stocked with food enough to carry them through from early autumn until the winter blasts
would come--and death with its tender mercy.

The Williams family owned a pretty yellow horse with flaxen mane and tail. This horse,
named Chief, was trained to come by the call of a shrill whistle from the pasture. He would
respond to no one by the whistle call except Mr. Williams. The horse was used for the family
carriage, and was well-known on the streets of Salt Lake City. One day Chief was missing from
the pasture. The family searched far and near, offering a reward of $25 for his return, but no
found him. He was gone for two long years.

The family had become very much attached to Chief because of his faithful performance as
a carriage horse and his trustworthiness. Maybe you may think the family were not happily
surprised when Mr. Williams came into town and dismounted at the Williams gate from the back
of Chief. Mr. Williams had seen Chief running with a band of Indian horses on the southern plains
of Wyoming. Williams, while sitting in his saddle on the back of his horse, watched the band until
they steadied down quietly. Then he gave that peculiar whistle. Chief, tossing his head high in the
air, listened for the second call, them came running for Thomas. Both man and animal were




overjoyed to see each other again. Chief rubbed his nose on the shoulder of his master, showing
his deep appreciation for him.

While Mr. Williams and his men were camping near the seashore in San Francisco a
terrific storm was raging. From the camp a few of the men observed a ship that was sinking, not
too far from shore. The ship was heavily loaded with cargo, and many people were aboard. Mr.
Williams suggested to the men in camp that they organize themselves quickly and do everything
possible to save the passengers.

There were a few very inferior boats chained to the shore, and Mr. Williams warned the
men not to overload these boats. They were to be manned by men who were not skilled
swimmers, as all the men who were skilled were to follow Mr. Williams and his instructions. The
men, under his direction, did a marvelous job. Mr. Williams said that many of the people left the
ship. A few were drowned, but most of them were brought safely to shore.

The following is told by Virgil Merrill

In company with Thomas S. Williams and others we were camped near a government
trading post in California. In a few days we were to be on our way back to Salt Lake City, Utah.
This trading post, being near the coast, was well suppllied with stocks of goods. Our company
spent several days trading and packing. We noticed all classes of people here at the Post, among
them a large band of Indians.

On the morning we were preparing our train of wagons for our trip Mr. Williams had
placed a new saddle on his riding horse. Williams always rode ahead of his train; his objective
was to pick good feeding grounds for our animals where plenty of water was available. When
Williams was ready to mount his horse he noticed that his new saddle had been replaced with an
old one. He hurriedly went scouting through the camp looking for his new saddle. The Indians
were just about ready to leave camp. Williams pulled the Indian off the horse and made him
change the new saddle to the right horse, and then he gave the Indian a good whipping.

Other notes

One night while on one of his trips Williams camped with a band of Mexicans. The
Mexicans were holding five little Indian children which they had saved in a battle with some
Indians. He asked them what they were going to do with these children. A few of the men said
they would either kill them or sell them. If they sold them, they wanted two thousand dollars for
them. However, when Williams was about to leave the next morning, they had lowered their
price to sixteen hunred dollars. He paid that amount and brought them to Salt Lake City.

In the spring of 1860 Williams and his partner Jackman started out to Califnornia for a
wagon train load of goods to stock their store. When they reached the vicinity of White Lakes,
Arizona, one evening, they went ahead of the train to select a camping ground. Upon finding a
cool spring of water, they quenched their thirst and sat on the ground conversing. Suddenly
arrows began flying around them. The men made a rush for their horses and were successful in




getting into the saddle. Two arrows struck Williams in the back and he hell from his horse.
Jackman rushed ahead to reach the train and give the alarm. Williams pulled the arrows from his
back, reach for his six-shooter and fought off the Indians to keep them from scalping him before
help came. He died that night and was buried near the place where he was struck by the arrows.
Jackman also died in the same encounter.

Williams’ son-in-law, David P. Kimball, and others, promised the Williams family that they
bring his body to Salt Lake City for burial if they considered it to be the best thing to do. But Mr.
Kimball reported that on his return trip from California that his company had camped near the
grave and found upon investigation that tons of rocks had been piled upon the grave by passerbys.
They therefore decided to leave the body there and let the grave stand as a monument to the
memory of a great pioneer, a noted for his benovolence to all mankind.

He was the type of individual who made this new common-wealth throng and substantial.
His home was ever open to shelter the needy and the hungry. He was a loyal supporter of
education. Thus closed the life of an honest man -- “the noblest work of God”.

The Kenyon corner was foreclosed for a mortgage of $500. For many years before her
death, Mrs. Williams resided at Soda Springs, Idaho.

(Written and compiled by Crozier Kimball, a grandson of Thomas S. Williams)
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File Name: tswillms (Lotus Word Pro)
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LEWIS HOTEL
BUD LILLY’S ANGLER’S RETREAT

A small salt-box style hotel, one of the first buildings in Three Forks, maintain its
reputation as a home-away-from home for 86 years after its beginning in 1909. In 1995 it became
the Bud Lilly’s Angler’s Retreat and continued its home comforts catering mainly to fishing
enthusiast and others such as family reunions, film crews, writers, artist and just folks touring the
Montana landscape. The exterior has changed little over the 89 years of its existence and has
been so well kept that only the style belies its age.

It was in 1908 that J. F. Wegner of Helena heard of the great excitement stirred up by the
coming of the Milwaukee railroad to the Three Forks area. When the original lot sale took place
he was on hand to purchase the lots for the rooming house.

He hired carpenters to do the exterior work and as soon as the roof was on the Wegner
family moved in. According to Mrs. Erma W. Bleichner of Butte, the former Erma Wegner, the
family, including the girls did much of the interior work. As soon as a room was finished, there
was a tenant waiting to move in. Thus, with the completion of the last room, the hotel boasted an
already full house.

With the coming of the railroad, housing was so scarce that the railroad company moved
in old cars on a side track across from the building site to be used for temporary living quarters.
It has been said that when cleaned the cars made very comfortable quarters and were occupied by
Milwaukee employees and used as a dispatcher’s office.

When the rooming house was finally in business, things were still quite primitive according
to today’s standards. Kerosene lamps were used for lighting, water was obtained from a pump on
the back porch, and the toilet facilities in a house in the back yard.

In 1919 Wegner sold the business to Mr. and Mrs. James Lewis, aunt and uncle of Mrs.
Violet Lilly. The Lewis’s kept cows in a pasture across the railroad tracks and sold milk, cream
and cottage cheese to the townspeople.

When the depression hit in 1929 Mrs. Lewis decided to supplement the income by taking
in boarders. Soon she was serving meals to 23 people for $1 a day or fifty cents a meal.

Mr. Lewis died in 1939 and Mrs. Lewis continued to operate the hotel until she was 72
years old in 1943. At that time it was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Bud Lilly, Sr.

It is interesting to note that many articles of furniture contained in the original Wegner
House are still in use today. A few years ago Mrs. Bleichner visited in Three forks and was
astonished to note that the linoleum laid on the steps by her father, was still there -- and with a
bright clear pattern. This was removed during the 1995 renovations. The steps are now covered
with carpet.

Mrs. Violet Lilly, ran the hotel from 1939 to 1995. She was a true pioneer of the Gallatin
valley. Her father, Frank Collins, was born in a cabin on the Jefferson river not far from Three
Forks. Her grandfather Christopher Coumbus Collins, migrated from Missouri to Montana and
was a toll bridge keeper for Jim Shed just north of the present Three Forks.

During Mrs. Lilly’s time at the hotel the furnace was converted from coal to oil and then
to gas; there had been several deaths among the tenants, five marriages, and one baby born; the
hotel itself has withstood two severe earthquakes. One tenant occupied the same room for 20
years.




Mrs. Lilly always had a sizable vegetable garden, the products of which she always shared
with the “live-in” tenants. She made her own soap, which she always declared “will get the dirt
out of anything.”

In her day the lobby was a showplace for numerous antiques handed down by family
members. The most prominent being her mother’s Cathedral style organ, which is over 100 years
old. Several of the glassware items are on display in Violet’s apartment, which was virtually left
as it was when Violet passed away im 1995. Several of her son Bud Lilly’s toys and childhood
tools are on display as well as days gone by tins, dishes, electric stove, sewing machine, etc..
There are stories to be told about each of these everlasting items. Much of the furniture used
today have been and will remain fixtures of the hotel.




I have for several years gathered data together that would eventually lead up to creating a
journal of family history when I retired. Having retired a couple years ago and starting to work
on this several thoughts came to mind.

I was sitting there one day with my mind wandering. In front of me was my great-great
grandmother’s 18K Gold “Walking Stick™, a note written by Rev. Stateler to my wife's (Williams)
great-grandfather about a cash loan, and piles of written material about several families, both mine
and my wifes. The walking stick had been given to “Granny Yates” in the 1890”s. This lady had
made some 13 trips across the plains between Missouri and Montana after she was 49 years old,
she had brought her family with her. She established a place called “Pilgrims Rest” near Belgrade,
building several log cabins to be used by pioneers as temporary quarters until they got established
in their own places. “Perhaps this was the first Motel in Montana”. Her first trip to Montana was
to Virginia City during the gold rush. She was a legend by 1870 as a census taker noted while
taking the census of other members of her family. Her son Zac was the only member of the gold
hunting Bozeman expedition to the Yellowstone to have been killed in their many skirmishes with
the Sioux. Her story is enclosed. On one of her journeys the wagon train including the same Rev.
Stateler that wrote the note to the Williams family. Rev. Stateler was with her to bring six
minister to Montana and his wagon rolled over an embankment. Granny’s daughter owned the
famous Belgrade Bull, a bull which was sold to a wild west show and was said to have never been
rode. Alexander Williams (My wife's family) was with Joseph Smith in Illinois and then came
with Brigham Young to Utah. They established the city of Provo with the help of a son named
Thomas and others. Thomas was killed by Indians in Arizona as he was running freight wagons
from California to Utah. Alexander later either had a quarrel with Brigham Young or because of
hoodlums left Utah (escaped) with his wagon wheels wrapped in sheep skins and traveled at night
so as to not be detected(1864). He ended up in the Gallatin Valley. Another distant relative of
both sides of our family, a James Shedd built seven toll bridges at the Headwaters of the Missouri
and at Canyon House (later Logan, Mt) to provide for better crossing of the many rivers and
sloughs on the route from Virginia City and Bannack to Helena.(Late 1860’s and early 1870’s).

A member of this family also bought a ranch from Granny Yates on the North Boulder and turned
it into a stage stop. He died in a fire that burned the place down. The person that wrote the
journal on the Bozeman Expedition (Zac Yates killed) worked at the toll bridges at the
Headwaters. A man C. C. Collins who married Granny Yates daughter was also a toll bridge
keeper at the Headwaters. A granddaughter of Granny’s husband shot and killed the town
marshal in Three Forks in 1915 during a stay in the red-light district. He was found not guilty
because he had six children and was a good family man. Another part of my family (Parker) also
came from Utah in the 1860’s and homesteaded in the area near the home of Rev. Stateler. The
story of this family is one in itself. They lost many members of their family and the homesteader
died as a result of his freight wagon rolling over a hill. His widow sold their homestead to the
Sappington Ranch, and is still in the hands of descendants from both sides.

This is only a brief outline of some of the families. Bud Lilly and I were discussing all of
this history (he is also among the relatives and descendants of Granny Yates) and we discussed
the possibility of using the many stories as a base for a novel or two. It could be about how the
six or seven families paths crossed and their eventual impact on the area.

A couple of the stories are attached. The above is a brief outline of some of the incidents.
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The present city of Three Forks was established on the 17th day of September, 1908. At
that time a public sale of lots was held, and overnight the little city came to life. The Milwaukee
railroad had begun its regular traffic over the Rocky Mountain division to the coast, and
passengers and freights were making regular runs.

On the day of the sale people came from all parts of the country, being drawn here by the
bright prospects which faced the coming city. It was a day of celebration as well as business as
many interesting events took place that day and evening and during the days that followed.

On September 17th there was not a building of any kind in the city with the exception of
the railroad company’s and two lumber yards. These business concerns had been given preference
so that purchasers of lots would be enabled to get building materials at once. These lumber yards
were located on Ist Avenue West and at the corners of Date and Elm streets.

There were between 700 and 1,000 people here to make bids on lots which, owing to the
weather the sale was held in the Milwaukee freight depot. The Milwaukee Land Company, under
the management of Mr. J. Q. Adams had charge of the sale. Mr. Adams passed away in 1919.
Bidding for the property was lively and spirited, and lots for from $160 to $1,000. The sale
continued until evening. Following it Mr. Adams and a number of assistants were kept busy for
several days disposing of lots to buyers who were not able to be here on the lot sale day. On that
day all but eleven lots were sold on Main street. About 108 lots were sold in both the business
and residentual districts.

Among the interesting features of the day were the cooperation shown by the farmers who
resided in the neighborhood. A wonderful display of farm products were on exhibit to show to
the visitors what the Three Forks country was able to do for the prospective settler, for as is
always the case, there were a great many skeptics among the visitors. It was hard to convince
them that the land here was productive enough to raise crops profitably. The opinions of these
person were changed when a drive was taken through the Lane district and up to Willow Creek
and they saw with their own eyes the crops in the field. Among those exhibiting farm products
was A. J. Woodward and Cephus Inabit of the valley. Their displays consisted of grains, fruits,
vegtables and honey. Messrs. W. E. Tinsley and F. J. Parker also had splendid displays of their
various products. Every known variety of vegtable was shown, as were many varieties of applies
and other fruit. Mr. Parker had samples of oats which yielded 75 bushels to the acre. A sheaf of
the famous Alaska wheat was shown, the owner claiming would yield 200 bushels per acre. Mr.
Inabit was exceptionally pround of his “Alfalfa Honey,” which he displayed to the visitors,
together with his other products. He had eleven colonies at work, proving that his country was
especially adapted to bee culture. These various displays by the old timer settlers of the valley did
much to advertise the possibilities of the Three Forks country.

Some business people, such as Parnacott and Sterling, starting construction of their
building the day after the sale. They opened for business in a small shed in the rear of the
contruction site. The stock for the store had been brought with them and consisted of stoves,
tinware, crokeryware, work cloths, and a general line of merchandise. Mrs. Parnacott had came
to Three Forks with her husband. Mr. Sterling returned to his home at Deadwood, South Dakota
and few days after they opened and came back in 1909 bringing a bride with him. Both had
purchased lots in the residential area and built homes on them.
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John Eck purchased a business lot that day and started an ice business. Otto Anderson
purchased a lot and opened a cigar store at the corner of Birch and Main. A few years later a
disastrous fire wiped out nearly an entire block of some of the original buildings.

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Mestad lived in town shortly after the lots were sold. They were
employed as cook and waiter at the hotel in Old Town. After a few months the accumulated
enough capital to established a bakery in a small building at the rear of the American National
Bank on Cedar street.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Erb also were present the day of the sale. They operated the hotel
at Old Town and cared for the throngs who came here until proper facilities were erected in Three
Forks. They did purchase lots in town and operated the Palace and Dempsey rooming houses
after the town started.

J. C. Menapace and Mannie Bryant had a general merchandise store at Old Town. They
came to Three Forks and established the first store in the new town. The store was located in a
tent house, on Main street about half between the Headwaters Cafe and Johnathans. Orsen
Bryant was in charge.

The Three Forks Herald began on the sale with Z. I. Bowen and P. S. Dorsey editors. It
was located in a tent on Main street. Mr. Bowen conducted this business until the fall of 1910
when he sold his interest to Mr. Dorsey.

On the morning of September 18th the work of building a town began to make its
appearance. Lumber was hauled to various lots and the sound of carpenter’s hammers and saws
were heard in every direction. One week later the town was traveling along at a lively gait.

The local paper carried several advertisements in its first issue: Flint-Lynn Lumber
company, G. K. Kevanah, manager; Clark Lumber company, O. J. Leonard, manager; Three
Forks Livery, Ellison and Burrell, proprietors (they also operated the dray and bus line); Three
Forks Hotel, only place in town catering to that traveling public; The Pioneer Store, Bryant and
Menapace; F. E. Studebaker, painting and decorating; C. E. Carls, barber shop; D. P. Brower,
contractor and builder; James Crowley, Jr., building contractor; A. D. Jones, farm lands;
Milwaukee Land company, all kinds of properties; and A. S. Erskine, general hardware
agricultural impliments, roofing, etc..

EINGINE CREWS

When the Milwaukee builts its coast lines, they purchased the old road known as “The
Jaw Bone Road,” which operated between Lombard and Lewistown. The men employed on this
road came to the Milwaukee and were given priority rights in their various crafts. The
enginement were:

William Jones H. LaGrange S. A. Jorgensen Theo. Asher

B. H. ‘Eyerett H. O’Donnell J. I Butler R. Chamberlain

Walter Farrell Charles Rader W. McKanna John Carson

C. E. Shaw Frank Echard Ed Townsley D. Burlingame

A. E. Barnes Lew King John Smeltzer W. Davenport

Thos. Lefever John Boswick




Old employees of the Milwaukee taking position on the Rocky Mountain division from
other points and others coming from other railroads were:

Charles Davis
Frank McEvoy
James Toner

J. McCollough
Bill Fossback
W. E. Douglas

Chas. Shadduck
Homer Gannon
Mentz

J. R. Mahon

Al Crawford
Carl Stewburg

G. Spaulding

H. Hamilton

Carl Napsinger
Howard Mayo
Barney Crawtord
Art Benham

TRAINMAN CREWS

Chas. Davies
B. McNalton
L. McCormack
Joe Daniels

E. A. Elliott
....Henshaw

Two conductors came to the Rocky Mountain division from the “Jaw Bone.” They were:

James Drake

Jess Allen

Trainmen coming to the Rocky Mountain division from other points of the line or from

other railroads were:

Wm. Donner
Wm. Parks

R. A. Loveland
T. F. Sackett
Chas. Hurst
Dan Utley

F. Gallagher

M. Vanlnwegen
James Neelan
Joe Smeltzer

John Rice
Harry Hamp
Art Moore
Glen Murdock
Smoke Walsh
Bill Harnick
Jack Dwyer
D. D. Spayde
Frank Lyons
And. Smeltzer

Floyd Sterling
Ed Boyer

B &5 hard
Jack O’Hannon
Bill Cosgrove
Chas. Saint
Earl Wilson
James Toy

Ed Parney

Ora Hallet

OFFICIAL’S AND DISPATCHERS’ OFFICE

C. L. Whiting, roadmaster
John Ross, night chief
....Glennon, dispatcher

John Rogers
Frank Hattan
Joe Rawls
Tom O’Brien
Frank Shanley
John England
Wm. Coffin

Al Baker

Ed Erman
Thos. Fairhurst

E. B. Cornwell, chief dispatcher
Mike Welsh, dispatcher
J. R. Phalen, dispatcher

SWITCHING CREW

The names of the first switching crews and station operators has mostly been lost, a few of
those individuals were:

Baker, Yard Foreman
McCarthy, Hickey and Sullivan

Jones, Yard Foreman

Mr. N. L. Jackson was station agent--no names of the operators.
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The fact that the Milwaukee railroad company established a division point at Three Forks
was no doubt the prime reason for making of a town near the headwaters. On September 17,
1908, trains had been running over the lines for some time. The yards were a scene of great
activity day and night, and a throng of men were busily engaged in the enterprise of handling the
large number of transcontinental trains. A large force was employed at the round house. This
department of the company was under the supervision of Mr. Dixon, who held the position of
Master Mechanic. Mr. and Mrs. Dixon built a place called the Log Cabin restaurant just south of
the First National Bank building and operated it for some time. The rip track also employed a
large crew, working three shifts.

Giant locomotives occupied the stalls at the round house, driven by crews who were here
prior to the founding of the town. Many of these men with their families lived in bunk cars at
first, but in a short time new houses began to grow that the families might be more suitably
situated. Many of these pioneer Three Forks families helped in developing the town and making it
a good place in which to live.

By the first of the year the main street of Three Forks presented a pretty health growth.
One of the outstanding buildings was that of the Milwaukee Land company, it was the first brick
building in the city and was located just north of the Labor National Bank. The building was
completed the latter part of December and a celebration of its completion was held. The grand
social event and dance was held on New Years Eve and was enjoyed by a large crowd of
townspeople and ranchers from all over the area.

The next building north was built by “Slim” Adams, who opened a saloon with living
apartment on the second {loor. A cement sidewalk was built by the land company from thier store
to the corner of Cedar street. In the next block north, was the Pioneer Pool Hall, built and
managed by Harry Gillingham. This business house was the meeting place of the men of the town
at the time. C. E. Carls operated a barber shop in one corner of the building. Adjoining the pool
hall A. S. Erskine had a samll frame shack where he carried a full line of general hardware.

Next to Erskine, Al Dance had built and was conducting the Palace saloon. This building
had a partition through the middle of the room one side was the saloon the other was the Palace
restaruent.

One the east side of Main street, a building later occupied by James Althouse was built.
The building was erected by the Powell Brothers, and there was the establishment of the First
National Bank, which was Three Forks first financail institute which began business the first of
1909. Mr. A. B. Cook was in charge and acted as cashier and general manager.

Dr. Stoyer, the city’s first physician built a building. He and his family lived in the upper
level of this building. The first part of 1909 the first drug store was opened in part of the ground
level of this building. It was opened by Mr. Kraker of Bozeman. This building eventually became
the property of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Bates.

Parnacott and Sterling had completed their main building in which they were selling
groceries and general merchandise consisting of drygoods, boots, shoes and many other things.
Next door a Mrs. Bilstrom built a building and operated the Travelers’ Cafe with rooms above.

The firm of Reynolds and Hunt erected a building to the south. It eventually housed the
Golden Rule store. This firm operated a prosperous hardware business. Later they sold out to B.
P. Rose and son. The next business was a saloon on the corner of Cedar and Main, built by Tom
Candler. This was later sold to Al Dance and went out of business in 1918. The Lemon Saloon
was located on the east side of Main street between Birch and Cedar.
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Bryant and Menapace were conducting a general merchandise store, which also included a
meat department connected to it. A post office was there, having been moved from Old Town. A
Mr. Fisher erected and opened a grocery store. This was sold a couple years later to Keller and
Shepherd. North of these were two more saloons, one operated by Harry Hewitt and the other
known as the Silver Dollar saloon was built and operated by a Mr. Larson. The later was later
torn down.

On First Avenue West on property west of the Yellowstone Garage was Three Fork’s first
real hotel, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Nelson. On the corner and adjoining this building on the north
was a small building housing the Old Jaw Bone restaurant. It was known for its wonderful meals.
A short time after the town was established Mrs. H. A. Smith purchased the Jaw Bone. She later
built the Park Hotel. To the south of this were two large lumber yards, the Flint-Lynn company
and the Clark Lumber company. On First Avenue West was a livery stable and dray line, along
with a restaurant conducted by Ellison and Burrell. Monarch Lumber company was eventually
located just across the street. Tom Lane and Mr. Hansbury operated a livery stable just north of
there.

On Date street west of a building known as the James Dolan building a Chinaman by the
name of Louie, operated a laundry. He later moved into a building, which eventually became the
Home Laundry. He also operated a restaurant.

Besides the many businesses on Main and adjoining streets many stores and shops were
located on the side streets. A Mr. Brown had a small eating place on Birch street. His equipment
consisted of two each of cups, saucers, plates and knives and forks and a small kerosene stove.
He was reported to be doing a thriving business.

The milk supply for this city was first established by A. C. Lee. In a hastily constructed
barn across the railroad tracks Mr. Lee began business with a few cows, and with a fiery team of
range broncos delivered his products to the residents of Three Forks during the first cold days of
that first winter.

City government came into existence when ninety of these early citizens signed a petition
to the County Commissioners of Gallatin County asking that the town be incorporated. They
requested it officially be designated as Three Forks, that it be divided into two wards, and that a
portion of the west side of Main street be designated as First ward and that on the east side of
Main the Second ward. The commissioners at their first meeting in November 1909 appointed
Martin Vetleson, the attorney who represented the petitioners, as special census taker to take the
census of the proposed territory. He completed his report and reported there were 539 people
living in the town within the boundries proposed. His report was accepted and the petition for
incorporation was granted. The next step was the commissioners ordering that a special election
be held for the qualified electors of the new town to ascertain thewish of the people on the new
town. This was held on Monday, the 13th day of December. This election was held in the
Milwaukee hotel (which burned to the ground on October 13, 1913). Judges were J. M. Dolan, J.
R. Westfall and William Parnacott; the clerks were Father E. P. Gueymard and C. E. Adams.
There were twenty-two ballots cast at this election, all for incorporation.

On December 15, 1909, the county commissioners met in special session to canvas the
results of the special election, and finding them as stated issued the following order. “Now,
therefor, we order and declare, that all of that certain tract of land situated in Gallatin county and
fully described in said petition asking to be incorporated, is from now on a duly incorporated
town to be known officially as Three Forks.”
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At this meeting the commissioners declared another election be held for the purpose of
electing two aldermen from the First ward and two aldermen from the Second ward and a mayor
to conduct the affairs of the town.

This election was held on the 17th day of January, 1910, the public place for the First
ward being James Dolan’s office and for the Second Ward in the office of the Three Forks Land
company. The judges at this first election of the new town were: First Ward, J. C. Menapace, T.
F. Lane and R. W. Thomas; Clerks, George Jewett and O.F. Moore; Second Ward, the judges
were, F. H. Benjamin, Ed Mestad and F. A. Dickson; Clerks, C. A. Ellison and J. F. Wegner.

The results of this election were canvassed on the 7th day of February, 1910 and were found as
follows: for Mayor, William Parnacott 39, Thomas Candler 38; for Aldermen First Ward, J. C.
Menapace 23, R. W. Thomas 20, T. F. Lane 15, B. H. Everett 14; Second Ward, C. A. Ellison
25, E. C. Bryant 24, J. M. Dolan 15 and Fred Dickson 14. Among the early consideration of the
five member town council were fire protection, raising funds by taxes and licenses and the
location of a cemetery.

The first annual election of the town was held on the 4th day of April, 1910 and resulted in
John W. Ross, chief dispatcher for the Milwaukee railroad becoming Mayor, R. W. Thomas and
Bert Everett aldermen for the First Ward, and Ed Bryant and Charles Ellison aldermen for the
Second Ward. On the 2nd of May, 1910, Mr. James Dolan, was appointed to fill the position of
town treasuer to succeed Mr. J. R. Westfall, who had resigned from the position. At the June 3rd
meeting Mr. J. F. Wegner was appointed aldermen of the Second Ward to fill a vacancy created
by the resignation of Charles Ellison. Construction of sidewalks on Main street was also being
considered at this time.

April 3rd, 1911 at the regular election saw O. L. Bryant winning the election for Mayor by
recieving 111 of the 199 votes cast. There were 121 votes cast at this election for city treasurer.
James Dolan received 116 of those. Martin Vetleson was elected police magistrate. S. A.
Jorgensen and C. M. Sterling, aldermen for the First Ward. Al Dance and Ed Bryant, adlermen
for the Second Ward, and C. I. Burt and H. C. Wishard, alderman for the Third Ward.

On July 17, 1911, Aldermen Ed Bryant tendered his resignation. Ed Mestad was to fill the
vacancy. Mr. Mestad served December of that year and resigned. E. M. Paulson was his
successor and served until April 17, 1912, when he resigned to accept the position of inspector of
the cement walks being constructed throughout the city.

The city of Three Forks had began its building blocks. Within the first year a town with
hundreds of people, with stores, school, churches, banks, and the other services necessary to
make a town grow and prosper.

Still, life was rough and crude here. The town possessed none of the refinements of a city.
These things still lay in the future. The people, however, possessed a wonderful spirit of
optimism, most were young and they were united in their determination to build a good town in
which to live.

In 1912 they pulled themselves out of the mud by constructing a system of concrete
sidewalks to replace the old uneven stretches of wooden walks. A little later a modern street
lighting service was installed; no longer making it necessary for venture out at night carrying a
latern. Just prior to World War I another step was taken, Modern drainage sanitation and fire
protection were provided through installation of a complete water supply and sewage system.

The very face which made the location of Three Forks an important one gave the town
one of its greatest handicaps --- it laid between two great rivers, the Madison and the Jefferson, in
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a gravely basin so low as to make drainage impossible for the individual property owner. The
streets were seas of mud and water at flood time; dry basements were unknown; trees, shrubs and
lawns were notable chiefly by their total absence. By 1926 Three Forks had less than a dozen
lawns. The community was emerging from the first crude stages to become a modern city one
step at a time.

Meanwhile, the surrounding country was also seeing a transition. The pioneer cattle and
sheep men saw the homesteader arrive. The vast bench lands around Three Forks came under the
plow. Tremendous yields of small grain were being realized. Elevators and a flour mill sprang up
in Three Forks to serve this great new industry, -- farming. Three Forks also became a
commercial center of a large area of the countryside.

Early progress in Three Forks was “Easy Money”, it was accomplished without much
definite planning or endeavor. Times were good to begin with. Local payrolls begin to shrink and
the income from the farming regions dwindled to almost the vanishing point in the early 1920’s.
Changes in the people of the community were on going, when one family left another usual
showed up. Each newcomer had great visions. The original townspeople had built a foundation.
They had given unselfishly of their time, thoughts, energy and money so the town might endure
through hardships. It was this foundation that kept Three Forks from the ranks of a “Ghost
Town” once more.

Three Forks will always have a name to conjure with. The spirits of generations both
native Indian and those that followed after Lewis and Clark still hover over this domain. The
memory of their deeds are still fresh in the minds of mankind. There is a renewed interest in the
white mans coming to the area as we approach the 200th anniversary of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. The stories of the daring men and women of the wild and expansive area when the
country was young enter your imagination as the area seems to have a new beginning.

In 1926 it was written:

“In the future during the vacation season, people from all over the world will come to
view the wonders of the great West. As time goes on the junction of the waters which form the
mighty Missouri will become more and more a place to be visited who love thee hase. The eternal
snows which feed the tributaries to the great river, protected as they are by the heavy snow in the
mountain fastnesses will always abound in fish and the close proximity to the park (Yellowstone)
where wild game is protected will always insure plenty of game.”

“So Three Forks is destined to become the headquarters for hunter, tourist and those who
love the great outdoors.”

Some 71 years later you could be justified to change only a few words.




