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snow avalanche cycle was evident on many slopes that
still held residual snow from November.

Other storms and tragic events in 1996 may suggest that
severe weather was more common in the past year. Some
climatologists believe that the climate of many regions is
shifting toward extremes. On March 24, 1996, an ava-
lanche onto the main highway linking Sichuan and Tibet
resulted in 56 deaths. On May 10, 1996, a severe and
widely publicized storm on Mount Everest led to 8 deaths.
An unusually cold storm during the monsoon period killed
more than 100 religious pilgrims near Amarnath in north-
ern India on August 23, 1996. Regardless of any climate-
change indications, this series of events in the Himalayan
region during 1995-1996 clearly demonstrates that more
people are becoming exposed to natural hazards in the
high mountains.
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