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Data from experimental tests of snow block impact against vertical barriers is used to 
establish values of parameters in order to computer model the impact mechanics. The results 
show that total impulse, impact force and duration of impact can be modeled by accurate 
specification of the kinematic viscosity in the fluid representation. Viscosity is determined to be 
sensitive to snow block density, for snow at aoe, the temperature condition of the 
physical tests. Influence of variation of incident velocity and of barrier elasticity on impact 
dynamics is shown from the numerical results in comparison to the experimental results. 
Areas of further experimentation that are needed for checkout of the computer model are 
outlined. 


